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Let us all sit together under the Great Banian Tree


  of the Vedas and enjoy the soothing shade of Peace and Happiness.

************************************************************************

1. This bulletin is free of cost. Please register now.

2. Work for God, spread His Message and be blessed by Him. 

3. Forward these bulletins to your children, friends and relatives.

4. Please send donations for this Divine Mission.

5. Print this bulletin and distribute among the people.

God will help you and fulfill all your desires. This is the best way for

worshipping Him and having His blessings

7.  You can donate in dollars to the “Vedic University of America” through ‘davesama@hotmail.com’ or in rupees to the “International Vedic Satya Sushama Trust” through Mrs. Vidya Narang,  A14/20 Vasant Vihar,  New Delhi, India (Tel: 011-26144168).
The donations are exempt from the Income Tax.
8. Questions from the devoted readers will be gladly entertained and promptly answered.

Please note: Due to some unavoidable reasons the next issue will be delayed and sent only on Saturday, December 27, 2003. Sorry for the trouble.







Swamy Satyam

*************************************************************
1. The Vedic Prayer (to be done everyday by the children of God)
[Taken from ‘Aaryaabhivinaya’ written by Maharshi Dayananda Saraswatee and translated in English by Pt. Satyananda Shastri.]





Master of all Power and Plenty



Om, Purootamam PurooNaam Eeshaanam VaaryaaNaam.



Indram Some Sacaa Sute.  Rig. 1.1.9. 2.

Meaning: For the attainment of (Some) Supreme Bliss (Sute) in this world, O devotee (Sacaa) do resort to (Indram) the Master of all power and plenty who is (purootamam) the greatest among (purooNaam) the great and is (Eeshaanam) the Lord of (VaaryaaNaam) the choice gifts. 






Invocation


O Almighty! You are the greatest among the great in this world. You are the annihilator of all enemies and the creator of all worldly objects so much so that you reign as a Supreme in this Universe. O Lord, dispense with all choice gifts that come within the scope of human desires including the Supreme Bliss of the emancipation. May we resort to you, the Master of all power and possessions with great devotion and glorify you in the true sense of the word. O God Almighty! Kindly arrange so that our fortunes in the world may go on multiplying and we too may be able to attain Supreme Bliss in the end.

2. Yogadarshanam:
Some are born Yogis. Why?

1. 19.  Bhavapratyayo videhaprakritilayaanaam.

Meaning: Videha prakriti layaanaam bhavapratyayah – those who are Videhas and Prakritilayas enter into Asamprajnaata Samaadhi from the very birth.

Question:  Who are called Videhas?
Answer:     The literal meaning of this word is ‘ the one who has risen above the physical stage (Vi+ Deha). We have explained earlier that there are four classes of Samaadhi – Vitarkaanugata, Vicaaraanugata, Aanadaanugata and Asmitaanugata. Vitarka and Vicaara both are concerned with Deha (the body). These two kinds of Samaadhi have been explained earlier in detail. Those who rise above these two stages of the body and enter into Aanandaanugata are called Videha. These Yogis have no interest in the things concerned with the body. Such people do not need any special kind of food or drink like the ordinary people do. They do not have any interest for a special kind of taste. It is stated in Upanishads that in ancient times when a boy approached a Guru for learning he was tested for his control of the senses. He was asked to eat bread with the vegetable prepared from the Neem leaves. If he ate it without any complaint or comment and relished it he was taken to have controlled the tongue. Similarly, he was put to various physical tests to ensure oneself that the boy was above the pleasures of the body and as such was fit to be admitted as Shishya in the Guru’s Ashrama. Even the king Dileep was tested by Rishi Vasishtha in a number of ways to ensure that he was able to bear the stress of Vratam. If the Shishya passed in all the tests he was admitted in the Aasharma otherwise he was straightaway rejected and sent back home. The reason is that the Gurus knew that a person who cared too much about his senses and physical comforts could never be able to study the books like Upanishads and Vedas etc. that required total concentration. These books cannot be understood if the reader is not able to concentrate and certainly a person who is more concerned with the bodily desires, sensuousness and worldly tastes cannot concentrate in spiritual books or congregations. 


When a person rises above the things like analysis and argument etc. about the physical pleasures and needs and is not involved in contemplation etc. that are concerned with the mind he rises above these two stages of Samaadhi and enters into the third stage named ‘Aanandaanugata Samaadhi’. He is ever pleased. This pleasure does not flow from the soul or God. It is just the pleasure felt by the soul because of the freedom from all kinds of worries and needs etc. Similarly, there is difference between Vaanaprastha and Sannyaasa. A Vanaprastha couple gets pleasure because it has successfully risen above the worries and tensions of Grihastha. Having crossed the big ocean of Grihastha the husband and wife enjoy great pleasure. This can be experienced only by those couples who have spent their life in a planned way, have completed all their worldly duties and are fully freed from all kinds of worries. This freedom from Vitarka and Vicaara as well as physical and mental worries makes them to feel happy. This freedom itself changes in the form of Aananda. Shri Naarada was very much disturbed that he was remembering Narayana everyday but did not attain peace of mind. He went to Shri Janaka for discussing this aspect. Shri Janaka asked him to stay in the guest house and come to meet him the next day. On that day Shri Naarada took his bath, put his wet clothes in the house to dry and came to Shri Janaka. When he was sitting with Janaka he suddenly saw that his quarter was on fire. He was very worried and warned Janaka about the fire. He, however, did not care and continued discussing the topic. When Naarada saw that he did not listen to his words he said, “I am telling you that the quarter is on fire but you do not seem to listen to me. At least let me save my loin cloth that I have hung out to dry.” He ran towards his room. When he came back Shri Janaka said to him, “This is the reason why you are not able to concentrate. You are worried more about your belongings when I am not worried about any worldly things though they are more valuable. Free yourself from the worldly worries and you will be able to concentrate more on God.” 


Others are Prakritilayas. The fourth stage ‘Asmita’ is the Prakriti which is subtler than the stage of Aananda. Those who are able to stay at that stage and are totally freed from all other things are called Prakritilaya. Rishi says that both such people are able to attain Asamprajnaata Samaadhi from the very birth. ‘Bhavaat Pratyayah = Bhava pratyayah”. Bhava means the ‘birth’. Pratyayah means ‘awareness’. They do not have to make efforts for Samaadhi unlike others. How do they make efforts will be explained in the next Sootra. 


We see that a number of children are very intelligent from the very beginning and they learn things easily while others have to put up lots of efforts even for obtaining primary education. This is so because some of the souls learn a lot in the previous birth and whatever knowledge they gain their souls carry that forward to the next birth, while others do not have any previous knowledge in their store and have to try for getting it from the very start. So, whatever we learn in the previous birth comes along with our souls when we are born again. In the Yoga also those who practice to rise above the body and senses and never mistake their bodies to be their souls rise above the bodies and are totally freed from the physical and mental problems and become ‘Videha’ and continue to be so from the very beginning in the next birth. If a person has risen 70% in the field of Yoga in one birth he retains the same percentage in his new body too and rises from that level onwards in his new body from the very childhood. That is the main reason why we see such a great difference among the various children at the time of birth.     
Yajna:




Immortality of the souls

The fourth quality of the soul is ‘Amritam’. Amritam means the one that never dies. Usually the one that is born has the death too. The soul is never born. It is eternal like God. God, too, is neither born nor He dies. Birth and death are related to the material things like body. The body is made of five material things like earth, water, air, fire and space. When they integrate and form a body that is called the birth of a body. Then, according to the Karmas of a soul the body starts disintegrating and leaves the soul at a particular time. That is called death. As the soul is not a material thing it is neither born nor it dies. That is what Gita says:
Na Jaayate mriyate vaa kadaachit 

naayaam bootvaa bhavitaa vaa na bhooyah.

‘The soul is never born, nor it dies. Also, it is wrong to say that once it is born is never born again.’ 


Vaayuh anilam amritam athedam bhasmaantam shareeram.  Yajuh.

‘The soul continues moving like the wind. It goes from a body that is called ‘death’ of the body and then comes in a new body that is called ‘birth’ of a new body. It is Anilam – the one that brings vital power in the body. The body breathes until the soul is in it. And as soon as the soul leaves it stops breathing. So, the cause of PraaNa in the body is the soul. The soul gets never burnt. It is the body that is burnt and ends in ashes.” 


Neinam chhindanti shastraaNi neinam dahati paavakah. Na cheinam kledayantyaapo na shoshayati maarutah.        Gita.

‘The weapons cannot cut it and the fire is unable to burn it. The water cannot wet it and the winds cannot dry it’. All these things effect only the material things. But as the soul is not material it is not affected by any of these things. That is why it is called Amritam. 

Question: If the soul is not a material thing then what is it?

Answer: It is energy. The energy is an abstract thing. It can neither be cut nor destroyed. God also is energy. Like God the soul too cannot be seen or touched. Just as the electricity is everywhere but can be seen only when it comes into contact, even so the existence of the soul can be felt when we come into contact through our senses and actions of the body. That is what the Upanishad says, “the one that is unable to be seen by the eyes but which enables the eyes to see the world is called Aatmaa.”


The soul is subtler than the subtlest. The very soul that leaves the body of a human being enters into the body of an elephant according to its Karmas. It never changes its form. It does not change its size. It never expands to be the master of an elephant nor it changes itself while coming from the body of an elephant to the one of a small ant. It is a very strange element. It does not occupy the whole of the body. Had it been covering the whole body it could have been cut when a man’s hand or foot is broken or cut, but it does not happen so. Nor it constricts itself when a part of the body is broken. A part of the body gets paralyzed when the power of a soul is unable to enter into it. Its power is blocked when the things like blood or PraaNa are unable to convey its energy to that part. A number of experiments have been carried out in the field of science to see or catch hold of it but no one could succeed in his efforts. Really it is a very strange thing. Yes, the Rishis are, however, certain that if the soul remains in the lower level of the body at the time of death it will be reborn as a creature or tree etc. and this going to a body of the lower standard is said to go to ‘Narakam’. When a person puts up good efforts during his lifetime the soul goes to a body of the higher standard. It is said to have gone to Svargam. In all these rebirths the soul is accompanied by the mind and senses in subtle forms. When a soul is able to leave them too and goes alone, it reaches God and attains Moksham or salvation. That stage is called Amritam because the soul does not possess anything like mind etc. that makes a soul to move in the cycle of birth and death.      

Prashnopanishad:



PraaNa is positive while Rayi is negatrive

The Rishi explains it further as follows:

“Aadityo ha vei PraaNah” – the sun is PraaNa. The main planet in the world is the sun. It is the one that brings vitality in the world when it rises. It brings PraaNa not only in the human beings but also in everything in the world including creatures, trees, plants and other things. The birds that sleep during the night rise along with sunrise. They start chirping and moving. The trees and plants start get new lives and look very fresh. It brings PraaNa in every being whether it is animate or inanimate. The whole world starts working along with the sun. The rays of the sun are just like the fingers of God that enliven the beings and things by touching them with those soft rays. Just like a father awakens his children by touching them softly with fingers, even so God touches everyone with the help of the fingers of the sun and asks them to leave the beds and get involved in their works. Each and every ray of the sun is full of life. God blesses a person who gets up earlier along with the dawn and goes outside to welcome the rising sun through the sun’s fingers with all energies and activeness.  The rays of the sun fill a person with health and strength. 


“Rayireva Chandramaah”. The sun is equipped with the Masculine power while the moon possesses feminine nature. That is why the moon is addressed as ‘she’. We never hear people telling ‘honey sun’ but only ‘honey moon’. The waves of the oceans become very active and start dancing when they are touched by the full moon with her tender fingers. We have never heard the ocean dancing with the rising sun. ‘Rayi’ is the name of wealth. She possesses the valuable wealth of sweetness, softness, tender feelings, love, beauty and charm etc. No one can look at the sun when everyone wants to keep looking at the moon for long. The tourists like to go to Bhera Ghaat near Jabbalpore to enjoy the beautiful scenery of the marble rocks on a full moon day. The moon on that day carries plenty of loveliness and nectar in her store for the people and they do not get tired to appreciate the endless beauty and love of the Mother Nature. The calm and quiet Narmadaa river flows in a very slow speed and forms a beautiful lake amidst the rocks. The people do the boating at night. How much they enjoy! This is the property of the moon. When the sun shines it kills all the insects, worms and bacteria from the plants. But during this treatment their juice also gets dried up and they become tired. To compensate that pain of the plants the moon comes at night and, like a sweet mother, caresses them with her tender fingers and fills them with the sweet juice of love. They get a fresh life. That is why the scriptures say that the mother at home should always caress and love the children. They should not beat and scold. If the children are going on a wrong path the father should scold and punish them, while the mother should explain them in sweet words and warn them not to commit that mistake again. “Sooryaa-chandramasaaviva” – the Rigveda says that the husband and wife should bring up home like the sun and moon deal with the world.    


The Rishi concludes by saying that “Rayireva etatsarvam yanmoortancaamoortanca, Tasmaanmoortireva rayih.”  Here he explains the spiritual background of the world. God is totally formless. He has no body. He is like the sun that has no smoke or darkness. So, the one that has no smoke or darkness is PraaNa. The one that is Moorta and Amoorta (with form and without form) is Rayi. For example, the soul is Rayi, because it has the body that has a form. Similarly, the whole world is only Rayi because both Moorta and Amoorta forms are in it. The moon gets rays from the sun and sends them to the world. The God is the giver of the light and power to the soul. The soul is Rayi. It is negative power while God is the positive one. The whole world is the game of PraaNa and Rayi (God and soul). The people who are more involved in the worldly pleasures are the forms of Rayi. But God wants that every soul should become like a sun. When can it be a sun? When it leaves the body and mind forever. It does not mean to say every soul becomes God when a person dies. It means that when a person rises above the body along with the senses and the objects of the world it changes into PraaNa. Similalry, a Rayi cannot guide the world on the right path. Only a sun can lead the world. That is why the Mantra says, “Aham Soorya ivaajani”. Practice Yoga, try to become Videha and you will shine like a sun. The Rishi explains and says the same thing in the next lines. Wherever the sun goes not only he distributes PraaNa but also collects that PraaNa from everywhere. When it rises in the East it collects all the PraNas from that quarter with its rays, Then, it moves in the south, west, north and touches the places up and down and fills every space in between. Thus, by spreading light it collects PraaNas from everywhere with the help of its rays. This is how one can become like sun. Go everywhere. Enlighten the people there. Bring them new ideas. Make them wiser. Guide them on the right path. Show them the Divine Light. Ask them to move towards God. You will collect PraaNas from them. They will give you their hearts. They will love you. And with their love and respect you will shine like sun. Remember, the sun, though apparently inanimate, is animate in Nature. It is something very marvelous. “Sa esha veishvaanaro vishvaroopah PraaNah Agnih udayate” – what a beautiful thing Rishi is saying. Veishvaanarah means one who benefits all and never harms any thing or creature. Do not ask as to ‘does it not harm when it is so hot in the summer?’ No. It does not. It burns itself to bring rains for you so that you may have all kinds of food and drink for your PraaNas. The sun is Veshvaanarah – God – like NaaraayaNa. Whatever God does it is for the good of His children. Even if he punishes someone he does so that he starts moving on a good path. God never harms any one and that is what the sun also does. ‘Vishvaroopah’ it is the sun that gives forms to every person and thing. At night nobody can be recognized because the Roopa is concealed by the darkness. And that is why the crimes are committed mainly during the night. Similarly, an ignorant person who is enveloped with darkness cannot see within himself or reform himself. It is God who makes him to see his own self. A person who is attached with God and a great devotee changes himself step by step and becomes a Divine soul. Such a person becomes like sun and gives PraaNa to everybody. He becomes like fire and leads everyone on the right path. And lastly the Rishi says that like sun he ‘UD +AYATE’ – keeps moving up and up. Rises in the eyes of the human beings and in the end reaches God and lives there ever happy and blissful like the sun that is smokeless.  

Bhagavadgita:

   

 

Win the struggle of life. 


3.30. Mayi sarvaaNi karmaaNi sannyasyaadhyaatma-chetasaa.



Niraasheeh nirmamo bhootvaa yudhyasva vigatajvarah.

Meaning:  Invest all your Karmas in God. Give up all kinds of desires. Give up the attitudes of I and My and then struggle with the worldly problems with your consciousness and Chittam fixed in your soul without getting perplexed at any stage.

Details:  Here is the best way to win the struggle of life.

1.Yudhyasva: First of all one should know that the life is a struggle. No one can achieve anything in the world without struggling for that. A student who wants to pass an examination with good marks must struggle with his bad habits like idleness, ego, temptations, etc. A candidate who wants to compete with his colleagues in a public test has to put up a struggle. A husband who wants to keep his family happy in all respects has to struggle for a number of things. The parents who want to bring up their children in a good way have to struggle for earning money, educating the children and struggling with them for keeping them upright. A person who wants to work for the society or country has to struggle with those who stand against him and do not allow him to do the good things he wants. The whole life is a struggle. A person who wants to have a better life in the next birth must struggle in his present life. A lazy, indifferent and inactive person cannot do any progress. And to win the struggle one must have a resolute mind. Without a will power no body will be able to struggle. And even if he does half-heartedly he will fail in his object. As said in Pancatantra, even a lion who wants to live has to do some labor to hunt the animals. ‘Nahi suptasya sinhasya pravishanti mukhe mrigaah’ –the animals do not enter into the mouth of a sleeping lion to become its food. Do the birds not labor from the very start of the day? Do they keep sleeping all the time or neglect their small issues? No. They get up along with the daybreak and start searching for food not only for themselves but for their chickens too. When we sow a seed of a tree in the depth of the hard earth how much has a tender sprout strive to grow and break the hard skin of the earth! They all win in their struggles with the help of their willpower, internal strength and a desire to grow and breathe in the open air. This is the meaning of ‘Yudhyasva’ in the context. Arjuna had developed attachment to Kauravas that had made him coward. He had lost the idea as to why he had come to fight. So, Shri Krishna had to remind him his duty. 

2. Vigatajvarah -Second thing that is essential for a man who wants to fight is that he should not have any desire. He should also be not disappointed if he fails in the start. Also he should not doubt whether he will defeat the enemy or be defeated by them. Do not care for the result, Shri Krishna says. It is the duty of a good person to do away with all bad things and elements and bring peace and happiness to the mankind. He must be concerned only with his duty and responsibility. He will never fail in his attempts if he is working with a truthful mind. He must be assured that God will certainly support and help him if he is on the right path. Do your duty and leave the result to God who cares more for you and your work. Once you have full faith in Him and are sure that whatever you are doing is for the good of His children God Himself will come to help you just like Shri Krishna had come along with Arjuna to help and actively guide him in the battlefield. Once you have full faith in God, in your attempts and your goal you will never fail. The faith in God gives a person great strength and energy. Besides, He supplies him with a good plan to succeed. He gives His devotee farsightedness and encourages him to fight without any fear. The only condition is that the devotee should never go against His instructions and follow His orders in letter and spirit.

3. Sannyasya means ‘ having invested’. When we invest a thing in the bank or company we do not give up our interest in that. Investing is not renouncing. We invest a thing with a person or a company in which we have full faith. And that money increases with the growth of that bank or company. Similarly, when we invest our Karmas with God they become successful with His blessings. One more thing to know here is that we can invest only good Karmas in Him. Because just as a bank or company accepts only genuine money even so the God accepts only good Karmas to be invested in Him. That is why it is said that God accepts Yajna. He never accepts bad Karmas just as the company does not accept black money. Thus, when we do some Karmas to be invested in God automatically we are compelled to do good Karmas alone if we want them to be invested in Him. It is only wicked people who offer rotten fruits and vegetables to a Pandit or preacher. The good people always offer to them the fresh fruits only.

4. Adhyaatma-Chetasaa Yudhyasva – Whenever you struggle or fight do it with a spiritual mind. The people go to the temple with handful or basketful flowers and fruits with the intention of offering to God. But when they offer they ask Him to fulfill their worldly desires. That is wrong. That is not Adhyaatma-chetasaa. Whatever they offer should do with a spiritual mind. They should only wish for their spiritual development. And when we talk of spiritual development, it is totally devoid of worldly riches or desires. Shri Krishna asks Arjuna to fight with the Kauravas with a spiritual aim and object. And what is the spiritual object? Bringing peace and happiness in the world. It does not include the defeat of Kauravas or usurping their kingdom. Shri Rama too did not fight with Ravana for his kingdom. When Vibheeshana was made the king of Lanka Lakshmana asked him, ‘ You have made Vibheeshana the king of Lanka, while on the other hand you want to convince Ravana to have peace-talks. What will happen if he compromises with you?’ Shri Rama said, ‘In that case I will allow Ravana to rile over Lanka and throne Vibheeshana as the ruler of Ayodhya. This is the meaning of fighting with a spiritual mind. 

5. Niraasheeh – While fighting with the aim of bringing peace one should not have any personal desire. A person becomes sad when he fights with any personal desire and does not achieve it. Otherwise he is doing his duty and does not regret if he does not succeed in it.

6. Nirmamah – While struggling for a spiritual object one should not have any ego or attachment. When someone struggles with ego it is a subjective attitude and that certainly makes a person to suffer. 


These are the 6 elements that make a struggle spiritual one. And a person who struggles with a spiritual object does not suffer in his life.
Ramayanam



Kill the terrorists and save the country


Maharshi Vishvamittra became very upset. He did not like the king breaking his promise. As explained earlier he was not in Krodha, because, only the person who has a selfish motive becomes angry. Maharshi did not have anything his own to grind. He had a great national motive. He was upset not because the king did not fulfill his desire. He was upset because the king could not see the situation the Rishi was seeing. The Rishi was anxious to train Shri Rama for a big cause the king could not perceive. The king thought that the Rishi had come to take Rama with him for protecting his Yajna. It was the shortsightedness of the king that made him angry. Maharshi Vishvamittra, therefore said, “ O king! What you are doing is against the tradition of the Raghavas. They never broke their promises. But you, without understanding the crux of the problem and the great danger that is going to devour the whole country you are rejecting my request.” The Rishi is so disgusted with the behavior of the king that he gets ready to leave his palace. He says, “ O king! If you think that you are not able to assist me in saving this country, good. Be happy. I am going back to my Ashrama. If you are so weak that you feel no shame in rejecting my genuine appeal, well and good.  I came here thinking that you were the one who was sitting at the top of national affairs and was a sensible person. I am sorry for disturbing you. I did not know that the ruler of this great country was a coward and could easily go against his promises. If the head is like that what will be the people under him like? They too will be like you – easily breaking their promises. How will a country having such a ruler and people survive?  Okay, Sir. Be pleased. I will not bother you any more. Live happily surrounded by your so called friends, the useless ‘Yesmen’. 


The whole episode made Maharshi Vasishtha very much upset. He thought that the time was ripe to support Maharshi Vishvamittra. He stood up and said, “ Honorable king! You are from a great dynasty. The kings have never broken their promises till today. You’re the incarnation of Dharma. You are a courageous person. You have fulfilled all your Vratas. All the people from the world know that the kings of Raghuvansha are very resolute. They never break the promises they make. Keeping up a promise is Dhrama of a king. Please do not go against it. Do not be the victim of Adharma. If you break the promise you have made, and that too to the Maharshi who is selfless and has come to you for asking assistance for protecting the country, it will destroy all the Virtues you want to collect by performing Yajnas as well as virtuous deeds. Therefore, O King! Please do not go against your words. Fulfill your promise and send Shri Rama with Maharshi. Rishi Vishvamittra is just like a fire and he will protect Shri Rama at all costs. Do not think that he has not fully learnt about the weapons and war tactics. Once he is protected by this great Rishi no Rakshasa will be able to kill him. He is a great Tapasvee, and knows his Dharma. Maharshi Vishvamittra is well versed in operating 100 great weapons that were invented by Jaya and Suprabha, the two brave daughters of Prajaapati. So, the Maharshi has great knowledge of all those weapons. He wants to give out that knowledge to Shri Rama and also wants to train him in killing the terrorists. Do not think that Maharshi does not have the knowledge of those weapons. He is expert in operating them But as he has already told you being involved in great Vratam he does not want to use them and kill the Rakshasas. Also he wants to train Shri Rama in fighting out the Rakshasas which is very essential for him. Do not have any doubt about the expertise of Maharshi. It is his greatness that he has come to the palace for requesting you to send Shri Rama. Please send Shri Rama along with him without any fear.” 


The words of Shri Vasishtha opened the eyes of the king Dasharatha. He was convinced by the arguments of his Great Adviser. But he was still not sure about his own son. He thought what would happen if Rama could not kill them and was harmed by them instead. So, he asked the people to bring Shri Rama along with Lakshmana. He thought it was better if he sent them together. At least there would be an informer if something bad happened to Shri Rama.


This episode clearly advises us that a father should not be very much attached to his sons. It is the unnecessary attachment that makes a person coward and consequently he loses the wisdom to do a right thing at a right time. What kind of a father he is who does not know the qualities of his own son? 

