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(8) Mishra, K. C., Studies in the cult of Jagannatha,

Institute of Orissan Culture, Bhubaneswar, 1991.

(9) Eschmann, A. The cult of Jagannatha and the regional tradition of Orissa,
Manohar Publisher and Distributors, New Delhi, 1978

Chapter 15

jaganmangal A prAtaHsmaraNastotram
written by Mukund Wadekar
Introductory

It is religious tradition that one should remember God or
Goddess in morning after rising from the bed. It is considered
auspicious and psychologically creating positive attitude

and firmness of mind for facing the calamities and tensions of
worldly situations, with the grace of the favourite deity. There
is one prAtah-sUkta in the Rgveda (7.41.1), yajurveda (34.34),
Atharvaveda (3.16.1). Taittirlya BrAhmana (2.8.9-7). There

are some such stotras also e.g., vyankateshasubhAtastotram etc.
About the Poet

The jaganmangal AprAtaHsmaraNastotram is a
prAtaHsmaraNastotram in praise of Goddess-JaganmangalA,
composed by one Maharashtrian scholar, named gaNeshasUri
chandrAtreya who was residing at mayUragiri, as mentioned

in the colophon. (MayUragiri is probably mUhura, which is
pilgrimage place of goddess reNukU). The poet mentions his
name as gaNanAtha in verse no. 32. The rare Manuscript of this
stotra is deposited in the Oriental Institute (acc. no. 5066),
having four folios, written in DevanAgari script, on paper by

a scribe shivAnanda on the Monday, the fourteenth day of the
Bright half of the month of bhAdrapada, in vikrama samvat 1756
(i.e., 1700 A.D.).

About the Stotra
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The stotra contains 33 verses in vasantatilakA metre. In
incorporates the description of the Goddess in nakhashikhA
(nail of foot to Hair on the head) or pAdAdi-keshAnta (from
feet to head) or Arohakrama (from the Tantric or philosophical
point of view). The various limbs and organs of Her body
namely pAdayugma, gulphadvaya. janghAdvaya, jAnudvaya, nitamba,
jaghana, nAbhikUpa, udara, stanadvaya, karachatuShTaya, kaNtha,
chibuka, adhara, dantAli, gAlladvya, nAsA, lochanadvaya, bhAla,
karNadvaya, vadana, kesha, shirah are beautifully described
comparing them with upamAnas of various flowers (champaka,
kamala, tilapuShpa), fruits (nAranga, dADima) and other things
like Clouds, matta dvipendra, chaTula khanjana, mukura etc.) He
has no doubt exhibited his poetic talent, but the influence
of the saundaryalaharl of ShankarAchArya is evident (verse
2=saundryalaharl 4, verse 9 = saund. 76, verse 17 = saund. 67,
verse 23 = saund. 51 etc... Like the saundaryalaharl, there
are also some amorous descriptions of the Goddess, but these
are to be regarded as the spontaneous outbursts of a devotee
and not mere vulgar poetic descriptions. The poet, however,
is aware of his limitations and hence says-

i arfaTie RERL
ARV o H T |
ARE AN EEIAACH (-
e fafad fafed qany

The Concluding Remarks

The scholar gaNeshasUri must be belonging to the shukla yajurvedi
mAdhyandina mahArAshtrian Brahmin caste to which the present
researcher also belongs. He was, therefore, interested - in

studying the said stotra for highlighting the contribution of
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this unknown scholar to the stotra literature.

Encoded Pallasena Narayanaswami ppnswami at gmail.com
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