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PSA Easwaran
There is a mistaken impression that Lord aghoramurthy and
vIrabhadra are one and the same.
About TiruvenkAdu, the temple of three murti-s.
There are three shivaroopams in tiruvenkAdu (shwetAraNyam in
Sanskrit - literally, a white forest), sIrkazhi, nAgapattinam
district, Tamil Nadu. These are: shwetAraNyEshwara,

naTarAja and aGhoramurthy. tiruvenkAdu is one of the six
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places considered to be equal to kAshi. The other five are:
rAmeshwaram, shrlvAnciyam, gayA, triveni sangamam and
tilatarpaNapuri. The holy water tanks of this temple are three:
Agni, Surya and Chandra while the sthalavrukShams are Bilva,

Al (Ficus benghalensis) and konRai (casia fistulla).

This shrine is one among the 51 “shakthi pITthAs’.

All the three forms of the Lord enjoy equal importance.

The consort of shwetAraNyEshwara is brahmavidyAmbaL; the
Lord was worshipped by budha, soorya, chandra, indra and
airAvata. The place is dedicated to budha and constitutes one of
the navagraha sthalams in Tamil Nadu. Legend has it that the
child-poet and saivite saint shri tirugnansambandar found that

he could not step into this place as it was fully entrenched by
shivalingams - there was not even an iota of space to step in as

the entire surface was populated with linga-s; he hence cried
“maa’ that ambaL came down, placed him on Her right side and
carried him in. By this deed, She became “piL.Lai idduki amman”
(the Mother who bestows progeny on the childless); Lord vinAyaka
located closer to the pond from where sambandar screamed,
became sambanda vinAyakar. Worshipping the rudra padam here
and feeding 21 persons would help one to overcome pitru dosha
(as per the proclaimed statement of sambandar).

Lord naTarAja exposed here His nine-fold dance in the form of
‘Omen’” or “presage’. Lord naTarAja acquires special importance
for the reason that this temple is known as Adi chidambaram.
Similar to chidambaram, Lord Vishnu is found closer to the
sannidhi of naTarAja. The temple has a separate historical literature
called, “‘chidambara rahasyam’.

One among the ashTAshta (64) forms of Shiva, Lord aghoramurthy
can be found in this place alone and nowhere else. On the
northern side of the sanctum sanctorum, the deity and the

utsava murthy are located separately. An asura by name

aghoramUrtisahasranAmAvall.pdf
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‘MaruttuvAsuran’worshipped Lord Brahma who got pleased and gave
him many powers. With these he started tormenting the devAs.
At their request Lord Shiva sent nandikeshwara who drove him
out and provided the required solace to the devAs. However,

the defeated MaruttuvAsuran meditated upon Lord Shiva and
obtained His trishul. nandikeshwara could not fight against

the trishul that he finally got injured everywhere. On nandi’s
prayers, Lord Shiva unleashed aghoramurthy from one of his five
faces to challenge MaruttuvAsuran. The latter, at the very

sight of aghoramurthy, surrendered to Him and craved pardon.
One could find MaruttuvAsuran under the feet of aghoramurthy
and the injured nandi as well in the temple.

aghoramurty versus vIrabhadrA

Contrary to popular belief, there is a big difference

between vIrabhadra and aghoramurthy. In terms of the book
“shivaprAkrama’vIrabhadra is a 44th (out of 64) form of

Lord Shiva. Known as “dakSha yagna hata murthy’, vIrabhadra
manifested himself from eyes of Lord Shiva to destory dakSha’s
yagna. vlrabhadra also destroyed the yagna of satadantu (check
spelling) [ a devotee of Lord Shiva who became arrogant later
that he started humiliating the Lord) and killed him using the
aghorAstra. Notice that vIrabhadra used aghorAstra here but was
not known as aghoramurthy. Hence again, this “aghoravirabhadrA’
is different from “aghoramurthy’.

The 43rd form of Lord Shiva is aghoramurthy who manifested
himself from one of the faces of Lord Shiva called aghoramukham.
The purpose of this form of the Lord should be understood only
from the sthalapurANa of tiruvenkAdu as above. It stated

that even a lakh of eyes would not suffice to enjoy the beauty

of the Lord. Dark coloured, with a stunningly impressive and
handsome standing posture, He keeps the left leg in the front;

depresses the right toe and the next finger, ready to walk;
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has eight hands and seven weapons including the drum and the
trishul; wears red cloth; the third eye releases a jwAIA of

fire; displays his teeth in a frightening manner; wears a garland
of 14 snakes around his neck. The Lord appeared in this form
on a Sunday in the month of mAgham, kRuShNapakSham, [prathama
titi] with the star Pooram. To this date, every year during

this time, the leelA of the Lord extinguishing the ego of
MaruttuvAsuran is celebrated as a festival; on the night of

every Sunday, aghora-pUjA is performed; the same pUjA is done
with pomp and glory during the kArtika month.

The uttarak AraNa-Agama states that the aforesaid aShTabuja
aghoramurthy as the Lord who purifies this world; grants

you victory in all wars; removes brahmahati and other doshas
including maapadaka dosham; obliterates the sin committed by
a disciple against his guru; and forgives the sin of stealing
Shiva’s belongings. He gives you resounding prosperity and
mukti. He has three eyes; 8 shoulders, fearsome and fearful;

has sharp teeth; shrunk forehead and eyebrows; black coloured
body as good as the black clouds; has long and beautiful eyes;
smears on his forehead the half-moon as vibhuti; carries weapons
like trishul, vedhAl, short sword, drum, kapAlam, long sword,
and shield.

The same Agama states that vIrabhadra as the Lord who
decimates your wrongs and crimes; removes all difficulties;

Lord who occupies an exalted status; destroyed the yagna of
dakShA; has four shoulders; three eyes; illuminating hairlock;
beautiful teeth; wears a garland that makes a melodious sound;
wears a garland of frightening kapAlamAla; wears pAdhuka that
has blemishless and tinkling ankle-rings; nllakanth; wears

a dress called kancukam; carries weapons like sword, shield,
bow and arrow, kapAlam etc. Has a beautiful red complexion;

eyes that cause fear. Praying like this, do this prathiShTa
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of vIrabhadra...

[A book released by tiruvADuturai mutt states

that vIrabhadra has a form with 8 hands and 32 hands as well;
and that with 10 hands called aghoravIrabhadramurthy].
[Courtesy: From the Book “Sri vIrabhadrar’by Swarnapuri

Shridhar and other sources. Thanks].
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