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In the Sanskrit dictionary, mukunda has a few meanings.

Name of Vishnu, Shiva, celebrated saint, treasure, kind of precious stone,
kind of grain, kind of drum, names of various scholars, mountain.

In some context, Mukunda literally means one who offers mukti

- liberation. It can be Vishnu or Shiva.

Tyagaraja Sahasranamavali has been sourced from a book (released
in 1958) in Saraswati Mahal Library in Tanjore (Manuscript

No: 22272). The book is available at Sri U.Ve. Swaminatha

Iyer Library, Chennai 90.

It is one of two special Sahasranamas used for

special pujas at Sri Thyagarajaswamy Temple in Tiruvarur.
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The Thyagarajar Temple at Tiruvarur is famous for the ajapa
naTanam(dance without chanting), that is executed by the
deity itself. It is also known as hamsa naTanaM, it refers to

a very important yogavidyA. The soul in the body dances to
the tune or the laya that occurs when the prANA or the oxygen
that goes inside and returns (uc-shwAsha and ni-shwAsha);

n n
the sound when the air goes inside is ham referred to as
n n
aham (me or the soul); when the air comes out the sound is
wan
sa, referred to as sa: (that) or parabrahmA. Accordingly,
n n

this ham and sa: or hamsa: reflects the advaitA philosophy.

Though Sri Valmikanathaswamy is the principal deity, the
temple derives its name from Lord Thyagaraja who is unique to
this temple. Lord Thyagaraja is in the form of Somaskanda,

a composite image of Lord Siva, Sri Uma and Lord Subramanya
made by Lord Vishnu.

Legend has it that Lord Vishnu, to redeem himself from the
curse by Sri Parvathi, whom he had failed to honour, created

Sri Somaskanda and worshipped him and got rid of the curse. He
was keeping this image on his chest and it was called Sri
Thyagaraja. As he inhaled and exhaled, Sri Thyagaraja image

on the chest moved up and down and this became the ‘Ajapa’

dance of Sri Thyagaraja.

Later Lord Vishnu presented this image to Indra, head of

Devas. Muchukunda, a great chola king, saved Indra and Devas
from Asuras at one point of time. Indra wanted to present a

gift to Muchukunda as a token of gratitude. Muchukunda wanted
Sri Thyagaraja image with Indra. Indra created six images of

Sri Thyagaraja like the original one and asked Muchukunda to
choose the original one by placing the seven images before

him. Muchukunda chose the right one by his divine power.

Muchukunda was given all the seven images. Muchukunda came to
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his capital - Tiruvarur - and installed the original image

of Sri Thyagaraja at Tiruvarur and the other six images

at Tirunallar, Nagapattinam, Thirukaravasal, Thiruvaimoor,
Vedaranyam and Thirukuvalai around Tiruvarur. These seven places
are called"SapthaVidanga sthalam; of Sri Thyagarja and He is
called by various names in these places and various forms of

dances were attributed to them. At Tiruvarur, Sri Thyagaraja

is called Sri Vidivitankar and the dance is ‘Ajapa Natanam’

- dancing like the chest movement, moving up and down and

forward and backward.

Thiruvarur is also home to Trinity of Carnatic music, namely
Thyagaraja, Muthuswami Dikshitar and Shyama Shastri. Thyagaraja

was named after the deity of this temple.

Source: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/
tp-tamilnadu/Tiruvarur-in-religious-history-of-Tamil-Nadu/
article16198003.ece and wikipedia
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