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This is the first definitive work in Indian

carnatic Music, whose Mela raga system was
codified by Venkatamakhi. Subsequently, his
grandson Muddu Venkatamakhi wrote an Appendix
to this work, appended above, where he gives
nomenclature and precise definition for all

the 72 Mela Raga scheme (parent scale) and

their numerous Janya ragas. This was the work
followed by the Muthuswami Dikshitar school and
his parampara. Here, the 72 Melas are named
kanakambari, phenadyuti, ...... , Rasamanjari
Much later, Govindacharya wrote the Samgraha
ChuDamaNi, and this was followed by the later
school of Tyagaraja. Here, th eMela names are

kanakangi, ratnangi, ... rasikapriya etc.

There is an anecdote associated with this work

by Venkatamakhin. When Muthuswamy Dikshithar’s
father Ramaswamy Dikshithar wanted a copy of

this work, he approached a descendant of
Venkatamakhin. At first, that person refused,

and then said that only after testing their

scholarship to understand this work, he will

share the work; and he gave an alapana quiz to
figure out what Raga it was in. Immediately,

Ramaswamy Dikshithar recognized it and further,
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instantly composed a song in that very same raga
and asked his three songs to present it there
before him. The person was really impressed
and gave out the book with due apologies.

This incident is mentioned by their grandson
Subbarama Dikshithar in his mammoth work,

Sangita Sampradaya Pradarshini.

Encoded and proofread by Narayanaswami Pallasena

_ s 0 C—=—<eeee———

Chaturdandiprakashika Hlluminator of Four Divisions with Appendix
pdf was typeset on March 24, 2024
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Please send corrections to sanskrit@cheerful.com
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