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TBRODERWRIZCE - Oh Sun God!

3&995:\_")\_30 3e - salutations to you!

oW3 - (you are) of pleasing appearance

63305036339 - O consort of Chaya devi!
6‘00&)?6‘05@3&5 - you are the embodiment of The Primal Cause
and all Effects (1)

P aTcl 3’9)5)2‘55 - you illuminate the whole world

QoD 0355@339 - you are the Lord of the zodiacal sign Leo
e3030F )DB - learned men salute you

39868(\_‘3.%39&_ - you display spectacular brightness (2)
eacifaem?sa @E)Cj 3edes - provider of good health and other benefits
TIC oib% - you have affinity to the lotus

&7)33;) - you are a friend

2,033.@9 - O Surya

53@358@ - of a thousand rays

BEIE VO - father of Karna

&@dmﬁﬁd - remover of evil and sinful deeds

59)503.06 - you are verily like Fire

DD 30D - propitiated by Guruguha

%mﬁme - innately effulgent

[RO3eRI - worshipped by seers

DDAISDSe - you are the jewel of daytime

BR300 Tj)ﬁ VDIV o[ you are the leader of Chandra and

other planets
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@903‘23&_3 - great men salute you

JE mgﬁe - you are witness to all actions in the world (3)
&dzséd 5@% 6@39 - your chariot is drawn by seven

fine horses (4)

390 eaemeseas moagééﬁe - you are identified with your core
mantra of eight syllables (5)

BOIeAE ro;dramééﬁe - your body shines in golden hue
2@6395 rele) 3033@'39 - you are identified with Brahma,
Vishnu and Shiva (6)

Zi)é mé aédm@&ﬁe - you are dispenser of worldly gifts
as well as salvation.

Notes :

1 KaraNam is the Primal Cause, Mulaprakriti; everything born out of
it in succession is Karyam. The Supreme is both karanam and karyam.
3%@0&_09‘303 . 369@3&@&)2‘536 . says Taittirlya UpaniShad.

2 3023090 8e22R)L - Ramayana 6.107.15

3 830 eiraeéméﬁe says Agastya, in Ramayana 6.107.21
4 The seven vedic metres - gayatrl, uShNik, anushTup, brihatl, pangtl,

triShTup, jagatl - are the seven horses for the Sun’s chariot

03, B03308,08310e0e330:s T Bea03,0e2380 3508 L3eedzr00Z 0

-Shrimadbhagavatam 5.21.15

5 Surya’s bija mantra consists of eight syllables. The mantra is %858

[RODE 68@3?5 200 . “The Supreme OM, the giver of brilliance, the impeller of
the universe, and the First Cause”

6 2),F,-dew) -Be3-JB - 0o

3003 VWD mﬁddo says the dhyAna sloka of Sun God.

2 230038
Oon- 993e0e Bo0)- 233082508 e,
230830 2323 3T TIGH-BHOD-JF B0 .
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20039,0-30e30e3eB3-308e30

QOO IWEEBBBIFT0 dTOBT0
Q0DTI-TBRHETT0 FGIBTO €930 .
B050-33°9-D23R=Ed0 e333€a0

2330205250 2WR-638,0 F0BT0
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320080 NeEy 3TN, B30
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203230z3)0 Bee3e,033323330 ..

2306?)0 238:5 - Pray to Chandra,

59338 - O mind!

SpIAY %63033 56%50 - he is as pure as the mind of the
virtuous persons

'aoma_@ e30e50e3eB3 0330 - He is the consort of Tara (1) and
is praised by Indra and other gods

QOTDO - heis soothingly pleasant

RReRE3 58)365(30 - wearer of the sixteen digits
APIBT0 - the maker of the night

Q00T JBPEW3B0 - brother of Goddess LakShmi
R’D@édo - he makes the herbs ooze nectar (2)

€930 - always (worship Chandra).

3030 2309 &’)airaa’@sao - he adorns Shiva’s crown
de3 3320 - his rays are pleasantly cool

2333253?&’:0 - he has four hands

AN AN 8:)3;)0 - (he serves as) umbrella for Manmatha, the God
of Love (3)

z3e0e3e8 SODTJ0 - he s the (left) eye of Vishnu (4)
cf)ODéSsé €9:3,0€ 23330 - he was born of the heart of VirAt puruSha (5)
c:)CSJO - deva-s specially drink him (6)

BRNVB D0 - s friendly to the lily,

navagrahakIrtanadikShitAra.pdf
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cb@ N> 35%0 - is a face of Subrahmanya, who is the

preceptor of Brahma

3290B0 - heis bearing hare-like marks (7)

ﬁeo_"g,a mmmrjﬁ-md;,o - he received first a curse, and

then a boon, from DakSha prajapati (8)

33 850@_)50 C;d@ a’g)a)ei TTO%O - his body shines as

white as the autumn moon (9)

FOBEI FO3NT TOT DBEZD G330 - he is bedecked with armband,
bracelet, necklace and diadem

20OF 60—-5)0 he is inimical to the lotus

Bredede 39)031) 33 233030 - he is adept in pleasing RohiNI (10)
Notes:

1 Tara is Brihaspati’s wife. She fell in love with Chandra and lived

with him for some time.

2 Moon is called Soma. Soma is the divine plant whose juice, also called
Soma, was the drink of the celestials, This led to regard Chandra as

the guardian of all beneficial plants. Shri Krishna says in the Gita:

)T 230TEIes Tadoes Reed e 23,03, 008,83 .. Bhagavad Gita
15.13 “T assume the form of Chandra, and sustain all vegetation”

3 Nights are dear to lovers, so Chandra is regarded as helper to the

God of Love

4 Vishnu sahasranama stotram goes further to assert that Chandra is a
manifestation of VishNu himself. Compare the names chandrAMshuH (281),
shashabinduH (283) and somaH (503) there.

5 At the time of Creation, Chandra was born from the heart of the

Primal Cause. 2306@,533 SJBE 23938 - PuruShasUkta.

6 JBeaiesd §e0308 D0 By09s - e3eDTEREB 23980YRI9, 1-3-13
7 The visible blemish in the whiteness of the moon’s disk is referred

to by poets as a hare

8 gIShpati or glrpati literally means a learned person. Here the

reference is to DakSha prajapati, whom Lord Narayana Himself addressed
once as Brahman -Learned one. (ShrimadbhAgavatam, 6-4-46) DakSha

8 sanskritdocuments.org
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gave twentyseven of his daughters in marriage to Chandra. Chandra was
inordinately fond of only one of them, RohiNi. On a complaint from the
neglected wives, DakSha cursed Chandra to lose all his sixteen digits.
Later pacified, DakSha allowed him to gradually lose, and then gain,

his lustre in the span of a month, every month.

BZPoms°® BResITZ [ 0z NwdesS: .

D8 BTG B0 e 30 Sezde gode HTs ..

- ShrimadbhAgavatam 6-6-24

9 The poet compares the whiteness of Chandra to itself!

10 RohiNI is Chandra’s favourite among the 27 wives who are the

constellations (nakShatra-s) Ashvinl, Bharanl, krittikA, etc.

3 e90M00Be

Oon- T3 So0)- 2332303 RIS
€907008:3308,0359e3)30 T T3, 32332300900
0oNBT0 230HIVT0 =030 =9T0 .
2)oMoTBe:Y B 3008 BB30

0B90M0 8520200203300 333530

SvonYo 3o2NBo R02BITFB3WNRB0
SonLmeodhzededrdono Hadeedyono .
B33 BeB0 0B BDORBRE 0
B30e3ee3, B0 239,83 F9080 BEe8,0

Be=0gE0 BPRSITIBEI0
BERTHBHDTHBIER PRI BTZ0
2R0ZB0BHTNZ0 ZPRRPRBDZ,0
PRIREZ0 2ePreHINBI0 .
€90Ma330 @5_)0550033 €90 - Itake refuge in Kuja (1)
2900 930 - again and again

I3 esé_,é 2 @DOWIT0 - heis very valuable (helpful) to those who
approach him

200N 930 - he presides over Tuesday

navagrahakIrtanadikShitAra.pdf
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&iﬁ)eﬁ) BVTC0 - he is the son of Mother Earth 2)

a%omdéo - he resembles a golden pot

AN %%&3 03525@530 - he presides over the zodiacal

signs Aries and Scorpio (3)

d@oﬁo - his body is red in colour

da_aoozocra@ CSdO - he wears a red cloth, and the like

5% 300 cjdo - he holds a mace and a trident

RdonBo - is auspicious

302X M0 - has a handsome neck

20020 30 JWBO3VNYVO - his two feet are quite charming
20N Wo0NFO - bestower of auspiciousness

20eR 3TOMO - he rides a goat

O30 em?gorio - Makara (Capricornus) is his exalted house (uchcha).
DOV A0 B30 - he is worshipped by devas (gods) and asuras
(demons) alike

=0T 3)&3 2R3 ﬁio - he sports a charming smile
ddsﬁeo—-’g)do - graces (devotees) with real estate

ZDD_)% F90BO - he promotes good brotherhood

di 3(’3;)0 - has red eyes

e déﬁo - protector of the afflicted

o_"gjazgé %Cﬁémfﬁ §eé;,o - he is worshipped in the town
VaithlIsvarankoil (4)

aa"%ma ndora 3&33§ E’:‘)F&)Tj)ﬁ mé;)o - recipient of
grace and blessings of the vast assemblage of gods as well

as guruguha

2,)'053 250@ N3 5)33;)0 - he is friendly to Sun, Moon and Jupiter
FADISTAVAIN] ﬁné%ﬁzﬁ,o - has a charming wife

233535@ £§ 233;)0 - appears cute with hands resting on his knees
2333&33?860 - he has four arms

€93 3833;)0 - he is quite fantastic.

Notes:

1 he is called a NgAraka or simply a NgAra because he looks like a heap
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of lighted charcoal.

2 He was born out of a drop of sweat from Shiva in meditation which
fell on the earth. Mother Earth nurtured it to become a graha. So he
has come to be known as her son Bhauma, or Kuja

3 Mantreshvara indicates the presiding planets for the 12 signs:

2392350€ B82053e0TDVROEBD2I08 BdT,823€e30E 2308
odse tdeadndhs Bedrecs BRTs crecaol00Bed00s .. phaladipika 1.6

4 An ancient town near Sirkali in TamilNadu, India

4 20538

Oon- DoE3DT0R  Jo®- 2303 B0
2053e3503,0350:0 B330

RBII0 23083 F90II0 .

B3 BZ0 3 RFE30er B30
SRITBITIR, B0 SBALONVORTO .
BOBVTRTYB0 MTMHBINTZ B0
B23e3,0£00 23063-e30B0€3-HoT-5e030T-
B0BRTTEI0 BF3DVCODITITIN-

50,BT0 DJFBT0 I)0RTO

3080230830 3€) =wol3B330

3030238830 BR0BREI0 ..

ZJJCjO 6:9%053303) 0330 - Itake refuge in Budha always
R0 D30 - he is lauded by the devas

230@ 3900 30 - he s the offspring of Chandra and Tara
AV A 2338 236030 - he is understood by learned men
2;!3?’.08238 230eD30 - is appreciated by great scholars (1)
@Ci)d ACD) c,_’:))do - bestower of fine poetical talents
SNBREO) VORWO - his accomplishments are praiseworthy
B0 V) 633630 - his saffron-coloured form is splendid
DB [0S 9:959)30 - whose form delights Guruguha
B023 23,0€90 - i inimical to Kuja

203 DBE3 T3 Be3RT BoBEID) PTEI0 - he is adorned with

navagrahakIrtanadikShitAra.pdf 11
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a crown, necklace, armband and bracelet made of gems
BDC0D3T TS 5?&)5@30 - he presides over the lovely
zodiacal signs Gemini and Virgo

cfg)éé B00 - he has a book in his hands

50"3)0550 - he is genderless (2)

3030 2 &30 - highly respected by the servant class
3908 T&B0 - he is blemishless

3030 ‘25?0 &30 - very helpful to the devotees of Shiva (3)
VWII0T 0&30 - ever revelling in bliss.

Notes:

1) budha literallly means a learned person

2) Ketu, Budha and Shanaishchara are genderless.

3e2398 BeR)-2200I9BE 230, says phaladlpikA, 2.27

3) The Tamil saint jnAnasaMbandha asserts in kOLarupadigam that
devotees of Shiva have nothing to fear from the navagrahas.

For, towards such devotees, these graha-s not only refrain from
exerting evil influence, or just remain neutral, but are

positively helpful.

5 23)5:\‘-’3)33

Oon- €90 S00)- 332503 3 )3

2) B8 So0TGe 22,3, 2398 Ted0es) S .

DT )230e Nexy3e T0ZDTIDEE SRR Ie
30T, TYFTIVB-Z B¢ 350533003 -HeedSe .
ROT230DEIODE 323,33 2hedoges wnss-3od-rHdee
R0IR)-IVEI 9RNLT 323-2338 €333 23Sz 3B 0e
R)00-NHDMDDB-B030eD3 2)3,-50038 BeS-230530e
2020)-2359,0-23035-J,00-23,503F t30339-030€
QTz3033903 QedBZee AT0BTIOD 3,238 e
QT30 a&ds-a&oe% ¢ AB0Z03) RTH-TIOSL ..
agaﬁsﬁe 30038 - O Brihaspati, the consort of Tara

&_))5&} 23938€ - born of Brahma
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33.!3957&’1_)0 3e - Isalute you.

TS - you have great strength

o:)ZSJDQ - O master

ﬁeo—-’&ﬁe - Lord of speech and writing

002D dm&besﬁ @@339 - you preside over the lovely zodiacal
signs Sagittarius and Pisces

do%eom_@ VT3 6359)39 - you are venerated by Indra and others
EAVDIATADIA RA SIS @edsée - your intellect has been praised by
Vishnu and others (1)

0923IONE BODE - the best preceptor of the gods

3325’:) @®0 - you hold a mace in your hand

5023 €)§q€8 - you are endowed with auspicious features

=ns® 3:)03).) ndee - you are a Teacher for all three worlds

2000 K33 - you are ever young

ea&@)ed - you never become angry

323 WIT - you are the father of Kacha

6:93_)3 33 563’36&)(’ - you are verily the kalpaka tree for all who
approach you

83)036 BB B3PI - you have been appreciated by Shiva
and Guruguha

0_’9)3;)60(53 - you promote good offspring

e zooz;'irae - you are a friend for all poor people

jepla) 853?56 FAD A gdfaﬁ - you are the embodiment of the four
stages of speech starting with parA (2)

@5&2‘55 - you illuminate people’s intellect

Bdoddogdee - you are full of compassion

QTR0 - you are never afflicted by any illness

ed 53:6’? - you are the author of a Treatise on righteous Conduct(3)
QTODTOD - you cannot be controlled

ec:)% 8,5%9? - you are the saviour of all living beings

QT0BTIOD - you are pure

FANIATN] &3.99%9 - you enjoy yourself in the world

navagrahakIrtanadikShitAra.pdf 13
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ATB0TIOD - you are whole

AN D) o—’g,mé;,e - you are a great provider

Notes:

1) Shri KriShNa says in the Gita:

R)BREFT0 23 23208),0 e300 aa@ DG 2BIB0 . 10.24

“Know thou that among the great preceptors, I am Brihaspati”

2) the generation of speech (vAk) consists of four stages, parA,

pashyantl, madhyamA, and vaikharl. parA is the dormant stage in the
mUIAdhAra. When this kArana bindu rises to the level of the navel

it becomes kArya bindu. This stage is pashyantl The next stage is

madhyamA, when it further rises to the level of the heart where it

acquires discriminatory content and is more oscillatory. When finallly

it emerges from the throat /mouth and becomes audible sound, capable of
representation by alphabets, we have the vaikharl. According to Rig Veda,

people are ignorant of these four parts and think that only the fourth

part is speech:

2339,0 2398030 B T ITRIY,EFBETD O€ FDACENEDS .
%o 3eed A&z Jeonodnod rdeado w0edne Y 3B03 ..
1.164.45 ..

We can also recall here nAma-s 366-371 of LalitA sahasranAma

W00 B,3,3,3eT 00 B3¢ TTL3ea3B0 . 2L 3N0eTRT.. ...
3) Internal evidence for the existence of such a Niti ShAstra is found

in a reference made by the third century poet Parimelazagar, in his

commentary of the Tamil classic TirukkuraL..

6 23

oon- B3 300)- 0TI €983
32032373030 23030350 Vo330 36@3%@0 .
3¢ 23,23M3° 350-

eEhTO0D FRBI-

Be3 @36803@9&6923
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53356305 déﬁeé;,o 30ee35380 FIPMeI0 .
Q033-z38 Boetd)-T3T0-eJ239N0 953c3NE0

30 BY3,-50080 Bed-AeT-mHdh-23,0e90
SE3003-BAT-T3£5,5590)-e3710ee 3 z350e333-Re3003re
e3800,023,-€23-73,5e8,-230-5e003,-2300)-3 Boesse
8,08908-R5, 08,00e38008-T20250F003-
110e53)0008-002303,0eM-59080 To24a3,t30 MBS0 .
é_ﬁ&)% 23N=3030 23030339 T0330 - I always meditate
upon Shri Shukra BhagavAn

N9 3?%5@0 - he is the repository of all Truths (1)

3¢ 23,23Me3° - O Lord Shukra !

090 38D T - please protect me now

Eé)o_’& e0e3- you preside over the zodiacal signs Rishabha
(Taurus) and TulA (Libra)

cse}% &3neR3es - you are the preceptor of the asuras

e33 5&33§—&5—3€3;)0 - By the grace of Mahavishnu, you

have one eye left (2)

30e&3 330 - you wear a crown

dd%ﬁ TD%O - your body is white in colour

2033 ﬁ%d—@ﬂ)d)d?ﬂ)-g)&&)ﬁo - your share in the udu
dashA system (3) is twenty years

Q:‘)c,_és =neo - you have beneficial ashta varga

B0 - you are a great poet (4)

3@3:) B590%0 - you promote happy matrimony

3 f‘i)mFdrde-ﬁdbsao - you are inimical to the Sun and the
ever-young Brihaspati

S3003 BETD T359,5500) SRee3) 9533 B3 - at the time you
are in the parts (varga) of the orbit known to be your navamsa

hora, drekk ANa, and vargottama (5)

<33, @023, eed J8esd, 230803, B3 EEE - and in
exalted and depressed positions, own house, pivotal and

mulatrikona positions (6)
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808908 Ry 08 0938908 TO2T08 ReT)T08 -
and if they belong to the groups of parts known as trimshamsa,
shahtyamsa, etc (7)

0923 03en 33T - you promote conditions for kingship (to

the person)(8)

ODZdaScT’:))dO - you bestow kingship.

DD BNT0 - you give great happiness to Guruguha.

Notes:

1) Like Brihaspati, Sukra is also a highly learned person. He and
Brihaspati were disciples of the sage angirA who is the latter’s

father. The kacha-devayani episode in Mahabharata revolves around the
mrita-sanjivini mantra that Sukra knew but Brihapati did not!

2) The reference here is to the Vamana avatara- Mahabali episode.

3) Humans, from birth to death, are under the influence of the planets in
varying intensity. In the Ududasha system, the major periods (in years) of
influence are: Surya-6, Chandra-10, Kuja-7, Rahu-18, Brihaspati-16,
Shani-19, Budha-17, Ketu-7 and Shukra-20.

4) He is the celestial kavi. Later Valmiki became the Adikavi in

the world. Shri Krishna pays the highest compliment to Sukra when

he declares that among the foremost poets, He was verily Shukra
B)CTIRVBND Bes .. ( Bhagavad Gita-10.37)

5) From hereon DikShita launches into jyotiSha shAstra. Popular

belief ascribes to Sukra the ability to bestow outstanding

prosperity. (Sukra dasha). DikShita enumerates circumstances

when Shukra bestows unlimited benefits. These technical terms are
explained in treatises on Hindu Astrology, like in Prithuyashas’
HorasAra and Mantreshvara’s PhaladIpikA. The ecliptic is divided

into 12 equal parts called Rasi-s, the first part, starting from

the First Point of Aries being Mesha. The Rasis are subdivided into
equal parts, called amsa-s, in several ways, each way being called a
varga. If divided into two, we have two hora-s: if subdivided into

three parts, each is a drekkana. Navamsa is obtained by dividing a
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Rasi into 9 equal parts, Trimshamsa 30 parts (subgrouped into 5, 5,
8,7, and 5 degrees in one of forward or reverse order), shashtyamsa,
60 parts. Other modes of division are also possible. Saptamsa,
dashamsa, dvadashamsa, and Shodashamsa arise when dividing the rasi
into 7, 10, 12, and 16 parts. And so ons.

And there are rules to identify the Lords of these parts. If a
navamsa bears the same name as that of the Rasi from which it arose,
it is called a vargottama.

6) For purposes of fine-tuning predictions, some special parts of
these Rasi/amsa-s are named as Vakra, Uchcha, Nicha, SvakShetra,
Varakendra and Mulatrikona for individual planets. For example,

for Shukra, Uchcha in MlIna, Nicha is Kanya, SvakShetra is Tula 6
deg to 30 deg, and Mulatrikona is Tula O deg to 5 deg.

7) It is possible that a planet is in more than one varga.

Parijatamsha is attained when the planet obtains 2 varga-s;
Gopuramsha, with four varga-s; Airavatamsha with nine varga-s,

and so on.

8) Enumerating the various planetary positions for Rajayoga forms
an important chapter in every work on astrology. For example,
Phalaladipika (7-15) says: “If Shukra and Guru are in Mina, Shani
in uchcha, Kuja aspects Chandra, and Lagna and Surya are in Mesha,

the person will be King owning a vast army....”

7 3380s

Oon- ADTIBDOT03RER  Tow- QF 233 DT

B=30838-83 w20 383800 Hed38Co TJod3o 2303030esH0 .
232390200-TP e, 2T9I0 23030300 €93-B,8-HOT0
23239:)e3-3€308-3393,-2303-238 23300 €93303-3r23-FoT0 .
TILTIOZR-TI03-03NT-LIEHO FO)-RVHUIETITO FoB-239HO
QeEIVOBB-T); 3309103 B0 NER)-03 23 0ETI08Z0
2399e-I30 NMTMB-BVRAB0 SDBT-BI023-T0d- DF0 3e-

%@-&J%m@-@ed-&pﬁoo B0339-ADP-TNT0o 2300
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BIO-BoRB-DDeB3-239300 TR E-BOT-FDLED0
To0)-233,-23603-233,-230-)0 3E)3-390339-T3ede-RO ..
B0330 230303)€ e9BO - I meditate constantly on

55:,52&60 R933 330220 - Shri Shanlshvara, the son of Surya (1)
2,3@?02&) :)C,ga &’)d)rj[%mmo -In those who are immersed in the
ocean of worldly life

2,30&)05(50 - he strikes terror

€93 a@d @Odo - (and) dispenses terrible consequences
23230:0e8 BEIF T3, 2303 2332090 - (on the other hand,)
on those devotees of Lord Shiva who are blessed by His grace

93303 2023 POTWO - he bestows exceptionally good things
TILIOLN TI0B A3 T3€BO - he is sparkling dark in colour, like
the eye liner pigment

BOTBPETIT0 - he is brother of Yama, the lord of Death (2)
BOBDODO - he rides a crow 3)

€303 - F’Q)%—db’&@?-ﬁe}éo - he wears a blue dress and a garland
of blue flowers

39&)-(5%—2&0?5@&)0%@0 - and is decorated with ornaments made
of blue gemstones

209I-I0 - He is worshipped by mAlinI (4)
HDOM®B-ZVDI30 - he gives pleasure to Guruguha
doéd-&oa,ﬁ-oaé-mqﬂo - he presides over the zodiacal signs
Capricornius and Aquarius

30—%0—@3%3—@@—@93—3&0&)0 - he has great liking for

sesame oil lamp and sesame seeds mixed rice

cﬂod:a-xbcpa-mrido - he is an ocean of compassion (for his devotees)
3&3?0530 - he is fearless

BOT0B-BOeBIZ-239:D0 - he bears a wound on his legs inflicted
by Yama,’s cudgel (5)

BIDTIPE POT-BFODTICO0 - he i verily the divine Kamadhenu while
dispensing favours to devoteees

6‘0&)-23%—239(3—233;)2@3)0 - he has the capacity to break the
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Wheel of Time (6)

3€) 3-639033903€c)e-BPDO0 - he s the son of ChAYA devl
Notes:

1 shanaishchara is so called because he is slow-moving. Note that Saturn
takes more than 29 years to go round the Sun once. For this reason he
is also called Manda. In Naishadha mahAkAvya, the poet advocates this
as the reason for Shani’s late arrival at Damayanti’s svayamvara.

2 Yama was the son o Surya by the first wife saMj nA devl

3 Many texts declare that the eagle (gRidhra) is Shani’s vehicle.

4 mAlinl is a favourite mantra metre of Shani. In Mahabharata, during
exile, Draupadi mentions her name as Malini while seeking employment
in cognito. Probably she then prayed to Shani.

5 This happened when they were boys. This is the reason for Shani’s
slow movement.

6 The wheel referred to here is the cycle of births and deaths breaking

it is to attain Mukti (salvation)

8 Dodmde

Oon- 093,03 30)- 2332303 BRI

3,005,380 B DB RRODE-23053,Deg 0 DG3-Teao
QT30 Been-d30 DmorD-Ped-1830
BRTIEIS-NTT0 BTN -3-330 .

BOIB-SBWS0 FOS0 FOIIOVEIE-BTIETITI £ -€9FH0M0
Bebenio DBBERDE3E0

zédsasa-f‘bee)dg 0 11ReeFT233E0

B-88, 3, HrHB-FodeRBT0 .

583035)3 €9FBO VLD TOBO - I always remember RAhu

[RODE 830@ ¢:)€§ 60 - he is being aspected by Surya and Chandra (1)
03)59)3 T3eBO - he has a crooked body

TDTIATEO - he is a demon and also a deva 2)

Ben @30 - he drives away illnesses
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PRIAPIAA)] 2:)93 PO - he wards off fears from snakes and the like
BRTIETS DBT0 - heis happily seated on a shUrpa (a

bamboo plate in the form of a trapezium, called muram in Tamil)
Q.OQDOi)Jd dd BC0 - he holds a trident in is hands

B00Y DTS00 - hasa frightful face

30J0 - heis hard,

5@0@%?—5&@—8@?—@@0ﬁ0 - his(fierce)looks melt into a
compassionate glance due to the mantra commencing ’kayA naH’ (3)
2333?53?8‘50 - he has four hands

8)(3}‘ 23ee300) (;55980 - he holds a sword, a shield and like weapons
23235960 e d@g)o - he wears a blue cloth and other garments
made of leather

ﬁfaed)edaejde@o - he wears gomedaka-AbharaNaM ornaments laced with
gomedaka (gem) stones

3 53% c:l)% RDROD Bo30eR B30 - He is friends with Shani
and Shukra, and pleases Guruguha too.

Notes:

1) After getting the pot of nectar by churning the ocean with

asuras’help, the deva-s sought Vishnu’s help to prevent asuras from

getting their share. As Vishnu took on the enchanting form of a mohini

and started distributing the nectar to the devas, one asura sneaked in

between Surya and Chandra and partook a mouthful, before he was spotted
and struck down into two. The head and hands acquired a serpent body

and became Rahu, while the torso acquired a serpent’s head and became Ketu
2) Since the asura had actually drunk the nectar, he did not die,

he became a half-deva!

3) There is a a vedic mantra to propitiate each planet. The mantra

for Rahu is:

30350 38,3, €323 &Ude [ Ks Bee. 3030 Be3T,0350 30 .
“With what help will he come to us, wonderful, ever-waxing friend? With
what most mighty company?” This Sama is from Samaveda sambhita 1.139.

It is in gAyatrl Chandas with Vamadeva as Rishi. Originally addressed
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to Indra, it has been adopted for Ketu in later centuries.

9 3e3ds

oon- 239:30 3o0- 2332503 TRHJT

SOTBIT0 FeRDTO0 232390 €3903397,F0 ST0 .
TH-)233,-2BEI-FT0 #oN-e39, N-53T0

R0-2e8-9Z0 D0 Jz373,%-030Z0 TAO .

Beldd0 BEYN°-2008,£90 3@9(5-&’)@-2%&330

BRNTYD-23BE0 E0eEd-53,23-BI330
RORNHD-239308-233€90 MIEITINER- 233923390
71,55500)-5903)¢-Bo0EI0 7,TIBT3,- 802390690 .

T30 FeI0 e9BO 23239 - I take refuge in the great asura Ketu
2330333?:{)50 =00 - heisa great shadow planet (1)

T 5)233;) D3 PFB0 - he wears a big charming crown

oone dm_g)& ddo - he wears auspicious (yellow) clothes

ST &ed 3% 30 DO - happily mounted on a human being as seat
Ridrj,ﬁ 03030 VDO - he is friends with the newly created planet(rahu)
Beldd0 39)89356 d)o%&*@o - his vedic mantra commences ’ketuM kRiNvan’ (2)
a@)(’@ Nl 2%&)350 - he is an angry person and he hails in the line ot

the sage Jaimini

ﬁ)@b%@ 2,3§8€-)O - his favourite food is horse-grain (koLLu in Tamil)
B/00£d cgszs 2BIB0 - his flag is in the form of a triangle

OB 239203 23090 - He holds a parousal to Guruguha

Hea BdeeR 233 €3233€90 - heis very good to people who had risen above
the sense of good and bad

@%E‘@a B90DE BF9TEA0 - his actions include causing eclipses
Tj)@ﬁﬁdzs $002390£90 - he movesina retrograde direction among the
planets

Notes:

1) Rahu and Ketu are really not planets in the ordinary sense, but are

just the imaginary points of interchapter of the ecliptic and the moon’s

orbit. The ascending node is Rahu, the descending (crossing the ecliptic
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from north to south) node is Ketu.

2) The ketu mantra runs as :

Bexdoo Bea R Besdade Bedsoe 0dr eosiedie .
3533@—-@)6%301)@33 .. -Rigveda 1.6.3

“Thou, making light where no light was, and form, O men, where form
was not, Wast born together with the dawn.”

This rik, originally addressed to UShas, has been adopted for Ketu

in later times.

3) In karnatic music, there are seven basic tAla-s (rythmic patterns),
and Muttusvami DikShita composed the first seven songs, one in each, for
the seven main graha-s. These seven pieces are remarkable not only for
their musical content, but also for their literary merit and the wealth

of information they exhibit. Though the last two songs, on the Chaya
graha-s, also go under his pen-name, Guruguha, there is a view that

these two songs are later-day insertions, probably by his disciples.

Translated, encoded, and proofread by KS Ramachandran

et b [ o e ———
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