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The amogha shivakavacha stotra
is found in the skandapuraaNa. It is believed that chanting of
these mantras everyday gets rid of the negative energy that affects
the human body and protects the body and soul. The kavach is peculiar

in the sense that it uses words like � ����� , ������� � , ����� � , and� � � which have no real meaning in the Sanskrit language but are
used to produce particular sound waves. This practice is found more
often in the skandapuraaN than in any other ancient Sanskrit
literature. Usually Vedic mantras have meaning.

The kavach uses the procedure called �! #"�$ , which involves
invoking particular deities to protect particular parts of the human
body. The practice of �! #"�$ is prevalent since ancient times and
occurs in many Sanskrit rituals in different forms.

It is believed by some that the skandapuraNa is mystical and involves
many aspects, which are followed by those who follow  #"�% �'& "�(
(black magic) or the tantriks of )*"�+,%.-!/10 .

243 0 3 �65�798�)*�;:��;< 2

2>=@?  #"�8�AB�! C"�$�D 2
E F GIH = �� J.(K�LDM8�)*NO8P$ Q3 ( �SR � - �UT �!AB$ JV(K�LD , � �IW J QXZY $�AB"P8�)[��\KA ]SAJ^��%K"� _(K�LDa`C8�A QbcY /4)*+,%K Jd(K�LDM-�"�AB �5*DVQ
�e/a: Y^f :�"� _(K�LDM(K"Pg6�hQXZYibcY /U+ fjY 8P�#8�% F Y^k "� _(K�LDMl �Sm JnQ
8���8�(K 65�lC"� 9(K�oD , $M�;"prq J Q
243 0.:�NO�! #"P$�D 2
E (K�65sgCl#�;%Jdt'� f tut'��" f "P�#8 f (J E bcY /UNO" /
$��vpP)[8P+,% & "��!� Jdwx)["�(K"Py!�#(J 3 q �{z "�|} #" /U(K�LDVQE (K�65sgCl#�;%Jdt'� f tut'��" f "P�#8 f (J E (�/aN Y /
8�(Ky! #%�~!8P��% & "�� J.%Ky!- � \K��"�y!�#(J.% k pP( Y |} #" /4����"���"�Q

�



E (K�65sgCl#�;%Jdt'� f tut'��" f "P�#8 f (J E �j/��S/3 (K"�8�AB)*8�+,% & "P�!� J 3 765�Nu"�y!�#(Jd���! #�C"�|} #" /4����� � QE (K�65sgCl#�;%Jdt'� f tut'��" f "P�#8 f (J E 8P)x/aN� /
����%K���K)[8P+,% & "��!� Jd�;"P�#AJ>��"�y!�#(J 3 (K"P8�g#:�"�|c #" /a��{� � QE (K�65sgCl#�;%Jdt'� f tut'��" f "P�#8 f (J E ��" N � /3 f � � %K)[8P+,% & "��!� Jd$�� 5 k "�%K"�y!�C(J.:�8�( z :�"�|} C" /a������� � QE (K�65sgCl#�;%Jdt'� f tut'��" f "P�#8 f (J E  j/aNMD3 (K"�8�AB)*8�+,% & "P�!� J.$M�;"pPy!�C(Jd:�Nu% f :�NO- ~ z "P|} #" / � � � Q
2 `#AB C"�� q��! #"�$ D 2
E (K�65sgCl#�;%Jdt'� f tut'��" f "P�#8 f (J E bcY /UNO" /
$��vpP)[8P+,% & "��!� Jdwx)["�(K"Py!�#(J `#AB C"� i(K�LDdQE (K�65sgCl#�;%Jdt'� f tut'��" f "P�#8 f (J E (�/aN Y /
8�(Ky! #%�~!8P��% & "��!� J.%Ky!- � \K��"�y!�#(Jd8�)[Nu$ J.����"���" QE (K�65sgCl#�;%Jdt'� f tut'��" f "P�#8 f (J E �j/��S/3 (K"�8�AB)*8�+,% & "P�!� J 3 765�Nu"�y!�#(Jd8�) W "� 9����� � QE (K�65sgCl#�;%Jdt'� f tut'��" f "P�#8 f (J E 8P)x/aN� /
����%K���K)[8P+,% & "��!� Jd�;"P�#AJ>��"�y!�#(JV:��;<M"� _�� ��� QE (K�65sgCl#�;%Jdt'� f tut'��" f "P�#8 f (J E ��" /UN � /3 f � � %K)[8P+,% & "��!� Jd$�� 5 k "�%K"�y!�C(J.(J	�	�K #"� 9� ����� � QE (K�65sgCl#�;%Jdt'� f tut'��" f "P�#8 f (J E  j/aNMD3 (K"�8�AB)*8�+,% & "P�!� J.$M�;"pPy!�C(J 3 �
�K"P � � � Q
3 0��Z #"�(K���
�
��A / ? � � /48��K(K C(6/a:�" f :����;�#8�NP/ AB�#���sQ
$���� :�Nu�#�  � l G /M���!AJ )��}g � � � �#"�-�8�%K��� Q
2 :���< 2

(K�#� : ~ y! 9�C��"PAJ>�e/48��
���  #"P8�-�(K� Y � NO� � Q
���� JV8�)*�;�# j/M�;� p $M� pPN���"P:�NP/M( ~�� "�� � 24�>2
) � <j�sAJ>) J.$M�#"�$ Y ( 5s M0K"���y!:�8�� -�%K"�$M( DdQ
8 k %JK8��!A ]S �5s8 k %	 �" � 8"!*�!%K JK8"# T ���$�  #��� 2&% 2
��y!- � ��'KN Y :�"��!%KNu$�/ 8�(K8�� R /a����%J k $�"(�  #"�� %K(Kg65�)I�;:�"�)[��� Q3 % Y 8��!A ]S j/4$�*+���#�C(K�!%K�#"��O/,�! C"� JK%c�U-�Nu"�(K�!AB�# j/a�#�J>)[��� 2&- 2
�! #"P(K"�� & *e%K"�8 W f :�� p F � & 8�! N�/M8P<�AB"��!A 8�(K�$.}(K< JK%K"�DVQ

%



��'$��Nu�! #"�$M$��#"P8���%K"�y!�#" ) � �JK(.: �  #"pP%c�U:��;< JK(.N���"���� 2��
2
�#" /a-�"�% � AJ^��5�)I8 W f AJ>�;%K"Py!�#" $�/ $�"PNO: *,-J -�8�%K%�/al#g Y NJ Q
%���"P�98�A �� j/a��NO�#���K� * f / & � ( 5�% � � Jd$�� pr�#7 /a`C8�AB�I0 � � 2�� 2
$��vp"�.�C" /aN���% � 8��
�*� * 8P%rprtu �5�p18�%	�} #"pr(K�!AB7#(K8�! AB"�y!�#" Q3 � 5�N � Y  #"P( � \K)[8�+,%KNJ>: D�$ w � N�Da-�"�% � g# C"�AB) JK��"�% � 2�� 2
 65 g *Z���
� -J � 8 F g#8P%rp 8��
� /4-�"� #"�% �4$ g *e� JK8�l pP8PNO)�5�) R � *Z8�% p D.Q
 65�)I-�" /a� � � -J � ( ~ � " /4:�N 5�8�%.$ / k�Y �;(6/4$ 5�)I�;% � �#" / k f JK|} LD 2��
2
:��I-�"P�;$M"�(J.g � ��(K"�8�(dA .
�!��" $���"pP8 �  65 ( ~Zy! #8�%dg *e8�N fjY^f D.Q
$ :�" f \KA ] 5�)I�;% � �#" /UAB�;"".}(JK�;"pry! #"�8�ABg Y %JKNO8 W f "�# < %K"�-�"�%c� 2
	�2
 �A Y � %K8��
� � y!:�(K:�"���g#"�$j5s8��
� "���NO"�g Y 8�%K: � �;"�NO-�"�8 � DdQ
<�% � � � p W ��%Ky!- � \K��8��
�K(J	� D  �""#� #" /a8��I0 %6/4N���% � �#"�� k � �K� � 2��L2
: � �;"�NO�JKAB"
� � )[-�"�)*) * f :�-�" f�� +,:�" �Ml � � "P( � A & "�( D Q
<�% � � � p W 5 ( Y^f \K8�<�8P�
�K(J	� DM-�"� C"�AB765�N 5 8�AB8�) AB8 � � �  #"�� � 24���#2
: � AJc/ �!A� )���� � 8��;:�"���g#"�$ 5 �JKAB" �M�#" f "���NOAB"Pg# #"
� DVQ
�  �� !*% � �vpP+ ���B\	 �g#"��*DM$�� 5�)I8 & k "�% 5	) ��% � �#" /� �% Y <�"P� � 24�6�>2
��NO" �M�#" f "�g# #��������% Da$�N 5 k 8�:�� k �I:�$��C"�(K� � p�DdQ
8�� f 5�<�(	! "�\K<�% � � � p W 5V�#" /a-�"� #"�A� 8PA #� #" /48�A 8�) �;"��CAJ>�[D 24� % 2
�JKAB"�g# J R "
� � )*-�"�)[��� :�-�" f�� +,:�" �M)�* f -�"�8 � DVQ
8�$M%	� � 8P% DM-���<M� � W 5�)I�;%K"P�!�#" � Y )["�(�� �!� p /U-�Nu�$ �:�"�)
D 24�+- 2
� * �!A " pr(K�$�  #"��!�#�_< / A ] �6��8 f g#"p f /M�#�#"��  #"�A;0.g#" f (J	� DdQ
(J	�J.�C�#"��  #"�A � g#l#(J	�K��"�N Y (K"�$M" /a$MAB" N
�M% � 3 8��
� (K"e0 D 24���
2
-�"� #"�# T � % Y � J X � 8�%Kl Y %K: Y 8�% p D�:�-�5 f �$�  #"�% � $�%K%6/a:�-�" fjY Q
��+ �6/a$MAB" N
�M% � -���<M�;+ � 5 8 k�� " /M$MAB" N
�M% � �JKAB8 k � � D 24����2
:����Z/48Pl#N Y ) 5�)I�;% � ( Y^f :�� � D4-�8 ��  /4-�"P% � 8�-�(K"�:�-�"�8 � DdQ
A 5�� * p f �$�  #"��!�C� & � p F "���{� p ��D �S0 f /UA �M� W "��!%K:�5	) �  #"�% � 24��� 2
�#�65�ABNP/a-�"�% � 8�lCN Y �!A ] & �!�;" ���Z /a�#�C"��  #"��!�#AB(K"P�!%K:�"�N Y Q
�J>N � F %K"�% 5 �#�_-�"�% � (K"�8Pg /a-�"� #"P%c�U:�� Y & * k pP8P� N Y �*N 5 � J 2a���
2
�o\   j/a-�"�% � : � FJKNu8��$� 5 k "P( �   /U� J k l#A Y �*N 5�) �� C"�%c�sQk"! "� � l /a- � q���:Jo% � N �  #"�%c�4-�"�A � �#�C"��  #"�%c�4$ � NO����� -�"PA D 24�#	�2
�#�J � N�Da-�"P% � 8�AB(K"P8�AB #"�� Jd�#" /a���! C #"�� J$)I�;% � �;"P�#AJ>�*DVQ
8��K $� F : Da-�"�% � % ~ % Y  C #"�� Jd� ~ �	�!� k Da-�"�% � 8�AB(K"��!y! # C"�� J 24���L2
-�"� #"�8$��)["PA �s)*8�)[) J W N 5V�#" /4l#q�" & N 5 N
�M% � �C" /a8�(K) Y 0J Q
l6��N Y -�8�% Da-�"P% � 8�(K)*"��e/ $M"�(J � ~!y! � � k  65 N
�M% � $M� pP:�" f ��� 2&%%�#23 �!% D 8��I0 %6/4N���% � )��MN 5s�#" /U�I0K" � � DM$�A " -�"�% � F 8P�*D 8P�I0K%6/U�#"����sQ
%KAB�!%KNJ -�"�% � -�8P% DM-�)�*Z(K" /a$�AB"P8�)[��5sN��M% � �#" /a$��#�!%K"P%c� 2&%u�>2
8�% z �!%K�$�  #"�|}A� ��:� :�(K" 0 DM-�"� #"P%c�U� G k �!%6/� ���0K8 & (K"e0 DdQ

-



�JKAB"��!%K�J	�,5	) ��% � �C" /a8�(K��� � /a�#"�� �� C LDM-�"�% � 8�)[�*DM)* #"�(K��� 2 % % 2
�#"�l J p � � �#" /4N
�M% � ( Y^f :����[DM) � f "�8�ABA� l J p � � - � N �K C"�8�NMDdQ3 N �c #�;"P$�"�8�A �#��"� ��;"�$ J.-�"� #"P�!� ~ l$�  #" & �BAB"�Nu)[8P+,% D 2&% - 2
:��I-�"P�!%K:�"�� 5�-�-���  �: 5�- DM� � � � "��;��"P$ 5
# <�8 f %K"���'K:�5�) DsQ
765�Nu"�8�Nu$ JK(K" � pr�;A� 8�(rpr�;"PNn�C��"Pg# #"�A � N���% � � Y Nug#A ]>D 2&%%�
2
-��I �*�#"P%Kq�7#�;"�� � 0d$���� f �M"� � %K:�5�8�� g Y � � � � Q3 � ��8�� � Y (K" /4)[%K�#"�%K%K"P8� #(K" /M8 T ��� "��!� ~�' 5 765�Nu: � � "PN & "PNO #" 2&% � 2
8�(K���!% � A �� *Z( �$ f  #"�( f "�8�<!prtu�vp f % �48��K)�* f /M8��K- � NO"P�!%K:��� Q
)["PA * p f 8�$ / �	�!pP� ~Z:�"�8�A 8�� / �
�K"�( �U$�/ �K"�$M #y!� Y ) & ( � Da8�-�(K"�:���� 2&%%� 2
A� D � �;� (KA��� )[: � (KA� l pr8�%KA ��� pP(K�  
A� 8�g p ��A� �  pP$M(KA� ��$M��A�  pP)[" / 8�$ Q
�By!-�"�%K%K"�-�8�����g Y 8�%K�C$�A � l G ��"�8�% p"�  #" & Y / !
(K"�)* #% � � J k lC%K"�� & Y ) D 2&% �
2

E (K�65sgCl#�;%Jd$�AB"P8�)[��"� _$�: f %��I��"�y!�#:�"P 
$�: f %Ky!��8��;��"�Nu"� _$�: f*f 5�:� :�:�� J.$M: f[f 5�:� :�g$� J
$�: f[f 5�:�:� :����J.$M: f[f 5�:�:� :�l � Nu�J.$�: f[f 5�:� :�$�"�8 � � J
$�: f 8�(Kl#�Cl �Sm "� 9$�: f �;N  �AB"� $M: f A� 8�NO%K"P8��}pPg � k (K"� 
$�: f[k l#ABg# j/ :�"�Nu"� $M: f[f 5�:� :�)��MNO"P 
)[)*"
��) J W Nu"� )[""�*%d8�( k "�g#"�$M"� 8�(Kl � p � "� 
8�(K\K-��#"� 9( Y � -�"� _8�(KNO"Pg#"�$�"P 8�(KNu"��#"� _8�( ?  �-�� k "� 
8�( ? : f ��"� _8�(  p��  "P _8P(K��$�qM"� _8�(K� p f "P 98�(Kl pr�#"� 
8�(Ky! $� -�8���g#��"� _8�(K\K-��#8���g#�;"P 8�(KNu" & "�Nu"� 
8�(Ky! #) � �!AB-�8�Nu- * � pr$�8�# <�AB"P(K�!AB"   #"P 
-�NO�C)["��!%	 �:�"�)*%J k 5�\K-�"� k  k  9�#��"�\KA ] �#��"�N ��A ]
g#A ]S"P�;%K"�N A� D W AB"���AB"�N � �#��"�g � Nu�s:�" f g � NO�
:��I-�"P�!%Kg � NO�s:�-�" f �#" f " & N
W � � �;"�q W q�<M� pP-�"�)["$� � )�'K�C\K)�* f <M"�- F " � l#AB"�)*8�+,%K8�gC8��!AB-�" f
% 5��#Nu� � $ f � �	� NO-�8��;)[-�NO) � -�8�NO7Cg � ) � ��' Y � %�
}( Y <��3 "�8�A 3 3  � & g Y � � :�N $���� � �IW A / ? � � "�:�Nu" f
8���:�� "
� ��"�$�8P�;� � "�8�Nu% F GSH "���'K�$� ' f (K"�l JK�!A ]�: � ��' f
(K"�l JK�!A ] ��"PN (K"�l JK�!A ]S� f  _(K"�l JK�!A ] <�� p & N � ~Zy! � � k  
�  $� F : 8��K- � NO"P�!%K: 8��
� -�" � 8��
� J	� N 8��
�*\K-
� ~Z��gC�;"���(d8��;��g *Z� � 8��
�*% 5�� � W $��vpP% 5 N
� N�� �#" /
t'� f t'� f �#��"�� ~Zy! � g# C�#-�� ~Zy! � g# j/M(K"�)[ _(K"�)[ 
8�����$�-vprg# /M)*�# _)[�# _< 5�Nug# j/M�#"�Nu 9�#"PNO _�#�

�



)�� *Z( � # <�"��; 65
# <�"��; 9)�* f JK( 8���AB"�Nu"� i8���AB"�Nu"� W q J^(
8 T 8�� & 8 T 8�� & W � � ��"�q J>(.8���-P5 0K _8��;-P5 0  9� � $ f JK(d8�( ? -JK�� 
8�( ? -JK�� F " � � $�/ %K"�'K _$�/ %K"�'K _N���" / 8P$ g Y �� _g Y �� 
g * %K"�8P(.8���A ]S"��� 98P�;A ]�"��; 
: * ? �#"�� 'K�JK%K" f �#"�N Y l � F GIH Nu" �M$�"�( �M$ / �K"�$� _$ / �K"P$� 
�#"��Cg# /M: � \V: � \d8�� �K� %6/a�#"P�#"�� "�$� #""�*"�$M 
(KNu:�g# #"��!�C"�� � �!AB"PNO"� �5��!AB"�Nu _$�/ k Y �� 9$ / k�Y �; � � � ~�' � |} #" /
�#"��C"��  #"� # #"P�� C"� # A� D W "�% � NP/a�#"��C"�(K�!AB #"�(K�!A  
� :��;< JK(.�#"P�#"�# T "�AB #""# T "PAB �  � F : $MAB"�8�)*�
(K�#� %J.(K�#� %J.(K�#� %J Q
� 8�% X!Y � :�"��!AJ �#��"�- � Nu" � J��K:�"�) Y 8P%K$�"����  #" /M% ~ % Y  JF GSH 5 � N W ��'J 3 �65�7#8P)[��:��;< /a$ �}- * � pr� � Q
Encoded and proofread by
Surin Usgaonkar usgaonkar at hotmail.com

Please send corrections to sanskrit@cheerful.com
Last updated October 15, 2005

�


