. shrii gaNapatyatharvashiirshha (with trans.) ..
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5T= Goddess LakShmi(literal), respectable title, glory, fame , wealth;
= gaNaanaaM pathiH or lord of groups (of devas) or gaNesha;

YT = atharva veda;

SY= head, heading, title.

CIEICE

Hymn in praise of gaNesha from the atharva veda.

| ITfer 913
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2% = the OmkAra or Brahman itself.
Y= Goodness, safety . auspiciousness;
:= through the ears;

JU[ITH= May we hear;

TGT:= the gods;

&= Goodness, safety . auspiciousness;
TRATA T = May we see through the eyes;
ISTAT:= doing yAga or yagya or sacrifice?;
fert:= with firm or strong (limbs);

= limbs, body parts;

W:: May we enjoy;

%jz through the bodies (sharlra);

= offering praise ;

¥GfEd = that which is healthy ;

gy = yat+AyuH.

Yd = which.

HATY:= the measure of life span given to one.
CIEIDS
Let us hear good things through our ears, see good things through our eyes
and may we enjoy our life allotted to us offering praise to the Gods
with our strong bodies.

wieq T 550 gg¥ar: |
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et At |
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e = auspiciousness, welfare, safety;

= for us;

3@‘: the Lord Indra;

ﬁ?—&": old, aged.

9 := having heard(old learned man?);
= auspiciousness, welfare, safety;

«T:= for us;

E?:: a god?;
:= one who has understood the world(vishva);

cafeqaearedt= let tArkShya or Garuda do good to us;

Tt := the appelation to Garuda?;

wiegat= good to us;

Wt: the teacher of the Devas called Brihaspati literally meaning the great lord’;
YT = let them give( us welfare).

May the gods Indra, Puusha, Garuda and Brihaspati bestow blessings on us
and protect us.

32 grifa: | 9rifa: 0 St

= the OmkAra or Brahman himself;
AT | := Peace and inner contentment).

aTaTy

May there be peace all around (both outside and inside us).

N ITFY 0
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E‘F{‘:: VishNu;

2% = OmkAra or Brahma;

THET= salute to you (namaH-te);
= to gaNapati;

HT= you only;

g8 = standing before the eye;

dd = that.

&= you.

= are (that Brahman is you yourself);

HT= you only;

waA= only;




FArs = are the doer;
SCEE you only;
HEE = only;
qarsf&= are the bearer or support;
aHT= you are;
= only;
E?I'T'SFFI': are the usurper;
@HT= you only;
g4 = all, entire;
¥ = indeed;
&= this;
W’lﬁq‘: are Brahma;
&= you;
HT&Td = before the eyes.
HATH= the individual self or soul;

= are;

g H= ever.
<

HTTY

I bow to thee, Ganapati . You are personified form of the Brahman . You are
the creator, protector and destroyer of all beings, You are the in-dweller
eternal evident Self in all of us.

| EET d<d |l
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EI-R'I;: scriptural truth;

F=T= vachAmi or shall speak;
g = experiential truth;
gf=T= vachAmi or shall speak.
CIEICE

I shall speak the scriptural truth and experiential truth only.

AT @ ATH | T TEATCH || 3T ST
AT TAATLH | AT 91T |
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AT | T S HuTAT

AT Iratarg || FrETarar

gadqr AT qTfg 9T a9 ara 131

A9 = protect;
= you;
HTH= me;



Hd = protect;
JFITI{H = the man who speaks or utters;

39 = protect;
(= one who hears;

Hd = prrotect;
QTAT{H = one who gives;
9= protect;
YTdT{H = the creator;
9= protect;
W: teacher;
39 = protect;

(= the disciple ;
A9 = protect;
TITd = later;
dTd = that location i.e . protect me from behind;
A9 = protect;

¥ := before or in front, East is considered front for auspicious occasion.
(= protect me from the northern direction;

A9 = protect;
E'&TUTITHT‘[: from the southern direction;
HAd = protect;

m: from above;

HAYLTd = from below;

gadr= from all (sides);

Hi= me;

qTFg: protect same as ‘ava’ ‘rakSha’;

= protect;

WT_CI:: from all around.

CIEICE
Please, protect me, the speaker, the hearer, the teacher and the taught,
and the giver . Please protect me from all sides and the directions(North,
South, East and West).

& argraed =T )
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&= you;

qrg[d = full of the ‘word’ i.e . master of the word language;
&= you;

=7r:= full of the ‘mind’ or consciousness;

&= you;

HATA<HT := full of great happiness;
J&lH 9 := full of Brahma (Ananda) i.e.bliss;

R 4



@ = you;
Hd = truth;
r?_c[: consciousness;
AT ~< = bliss;
BT%\HC]'Q'I: the inseparable or the non-dual;
A= are;
&= you;
JT & = before the eyes;
= Brahma , Supreme existance/noexistance.

= are;
&= you;
FTTHIT= full of Gyana or knowledge;
faST == full of greater(scientific in a way) knowledge;
A= are.
CIEICE

You are the word, deed and thought . You are the truth, consciousness and

bliss.You are the entire knowledge and science . You are the non-dual
Universal Self . You are the personified Brahma, appearing before us.

g9 Wrfag a@<r s
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g4 = all;

ST = the world;

TS = this;

T@r= from you;
= is born;

g4 = all;

ST = world;

&= this;

o := from you (from your power);
= stands or subsists;

qe = all;

SITd = world;

EIH = this;

fT=in you;

TgH = tranquillity or the lull after destruction or the Deluge;

gd= all;

ST = world;

= this;

=fT=in you;

= towards;



Q'Fﬂ'z goes;

&= you;

‘jﬁTI: the earth;

ATIE = water;

AT = fire;

AT := wind or air;

= sky;

= you;

T = four;

dTe% = speech;

= words or steps.

Ty
This world has been created by you, nourished by you and again destroyed by
you . This world leans towards you . You are the five elements of earth,
water, fire, air and ether . you are the 4 -line stanzas of all hymns (four
levels of speech).

RV ERICIE G CEDI ERI G E
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&= you;

T[T ;= three qualities i.e satva, rajas and tamas;

A= beyond, having crossed the limits;

&= you;

HTEITAY .= three states of bodily consciousness (awake, sleep, dream);
S d = awakened;

ﬁ‘i’ﬁﬁ':: deep sleeping;

1= dreaming;

AT = beyond, having crossed the limits;

= you;

EE_TQTZ: the three forms of bodies (corporal or physical, astral and causal;
AT = beyond, having crossed the limits;

&= you;

frAAd = three states of time(present, past and future);

FAHTT= present;

Hd= past;

= future;
AT = beyond, having crossed the limits;
= you;



HeT= the root;
HATHTC .= support or base;

fera:= having stood or in the standing form;
= are;
ﬁlﬁT‘{: ever;
&= you;
:= three powers of ‘ichcha’, ‘kriya’ and ’gyana’;

ATHh := possessing or controlling;
©T= you;

¢= the sages or the meditators;
TEfd= meditate or think;
= er;

&= you;
qRlT= brahma the Creator God;
= you;

ﬁ"“{[:: the Protector God;

%G = the Destroying God;

g% .= the god Indra;

AfTT:= the god of fire;

d1g = the god of Air;

!ch': the Sun God;

I@HT:= the Moon god;

S&lY = the earth;

Y9q:= the upper world;

& := the nether world(?);

2% = the OmkAra.

CIEICE
You are beyond the three Gunas, the three states (of conscious, sleeping and
dreaming), and the three time-periods . You are seated in the
Moladhara (pelvic region?) from where the Kundalini shakti is aroused.
You are being meditated by the sages . You are the Creator Brahma, the
Protector Vishnu and the destroyer Rudra .. You are the Indra, the Fire, the
Air, the Sun, the Moon and the three worlds.
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TTUr= the gaNa, the groups, the gaNas in literarture/language;
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AT E= et cetera, original, old, beginning;
‘1?‘: beforehand, in the beginning;
=TI = having uttered or pronounced;
U= the letter groups or caste groups;
de-id L= later to that;
T = the accompanying sound or letter ( the letter form ‘.n’ ‘M’?7);
q{dL:= later;
3= half;
g3 = the moon;
= beautified;
ATYUT= thro’ the star;
FgH = enriched;
Tdd = this;
d9 = your;
H ‘= human, The sage Manu who wrote manusmRitii;
€Y= form;
W:: beginning with the letter ‘ga’;
994 €9= having this form in the beginning;
TFRTL = the letter ‘a’s
HegHEY = having this form in the middle;
HATETL:= accompanying letter form or nasal sound;
9= also
ITEY = terminal form
ﬁ'ﬁg:: the dot;
ITLEY = having it in the northern direction;
AT< := the sound;
YT+ = combination;
] {T¥:= sa.nhitaa+sandhiH joined together?;
IyT= saa+eshhA, that feminine form;
TrSIfaeT= the knowledge of gaNeshha;
TR := the rishi of this stotra is gaNaka;
FRTIS=8T = the prosody form is ‘nichRit.h gAyatrii’;
= the god of this stotra;
2% = the OmkAra;
7= the letter or sound ‘ga.n;
T a= to gaNapati;

TJH := salute.

Your name starts with the letter 'ga’, and ends with the letter ’sha’ and

in between come the letter ’a’ and anuswara ’'n’. These have symbolic
meanings representing the 'ganas’ of prosody, and the letters and sounds of
"akaara”anuswara’ of the language and the ’sandhis’ (letter combinations)

of the grammar . The sage of this hymn is 'gaNaka’, its meter is
'nichRidgAyatrii’ and the presiding deity is ’GaNapati’. I salute to the

letter /sound ’gaM’. The mantrabiija ga. with (. as
ardhachandrabinduviraama) is described as the true form

of GaNapati! This part is giving the deeper vedic meaning of the mantrabiija
ga. and is called the gaNeshavidyaa.

C
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= the one-tusked;
= May we know (understand);
FHJUSTI= to one who has crooked limb or part (crooked trunk).
&ﬁ'q'g: we meditate on;
A= he to us;

&fa:= the tusked one; dantii is its variant

= inspire.

CIEICE
Praise be to the bearer of a single tusk which is twisted and crooked trunk.
May we be inspired by the knowledge and meditation.
This verse is also one of many interesting dialogs. It has the nature
of a "puzzle”. One group says ”ekadantaaya vidmahe”
we know someone called
”ekadanta” (do you know what we mean?), the other group responds
?vakratuNDaaya dhiimahi” we think of him as ”vakratuNDa”.
Now they both agree that they are talking of the same God, so together they
say ”tanno dantii prachodayaat” - may he, dantii, invigorate us!
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w: one who has a single tusk;

a'qéw'r: who has four hands;

9T = having the weapon pAsha;

Wz bearing the weapon ‘ankusha’ with which the elephant is controlled;
YG = fearlessness;

9= and;

FLG = that which gives boons;

{(%ﬁ'&'l"ﬁ'— bearing in the hands;

HYHEISTH= having the mouse as the flag;
TFd = the red one (raktaM may mean blood also);

AqEL= having a long stomach;
= having long ears;



{FAGTHYH = haaving red dress;
TFAT = red scent;
317\1,"'%1"7‘1': smeared;
AT= body;
:= with red flowers;

HYISaH= well worshipped;

= compassionate to the devotees;
TG = god;

ST = world;

HIC= the cause;

A=Y dH = the who does not slip;

Bl'lﬁ"-iT'l;: the who incarnates or presents himself;

= and;

FJ_'FE'I: creation;

= in the beginning;

W:: the Nature;

JeNTd = from the person;

IYH= greater;

Udq= thus;

g fa= meditates;

Ir= who;

= ever;

H= he;

TN = the meditator;

= among the meditators;

ElTZ:cbetter.

HTTY
That sage who meditates on the Lord in the following manner is better than
the other sages who meditate otherwise:
The Lord holding a tusk, a rope, an instrument(’ankusha’) in three hands and
a fourth hand showing the boon-giving posture and having his body smeared
with a red fragrant paste wearing a red dress and being worshipped by red
flowers, having the mouse as his carrier, a large stomach and long ears,
compassionate to the devotees, being the cause of this earth, the one not
slipping and appearing in person in the beginning of the creation and being
beyond the primordial Nature.
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THT= salutation;

dTd = disciplined course;

T@d = to the lord (of vraata);
= salutation;

go



MY = to the gaNapati;

«TH := salutation;

THYIad = to the lord destroying pride;
«H := salutation.

T= to you.

A& = let it be;
AT = to the long-stomached;

Q’WWZ to the single-tusked;
faeTTiarT= to the destroyer of all obstacles;

WWZ to the son of ‘shiva’;
5= good.

= to the personified boongiver;

THT= salutation;
aH := salutation.

BIEIDY

Salutations to the Lord of gods and the one governing abstinence and
discipline and controlling pride, to the large limbed and single tusked, to
the remover of obstacles, to the son of Shiva and the boon-giver incarnate.
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el = fruit;

"{Fﬂ' = hearing;
Tdd = this;
@mi'-?ﬁﬁ': has the heading ‘atharva’;

FISHIa= who studies;

Y= he;

w: for becoming brahma himself;
= becomes qualified or entitled?;

9= he;

g9 := from all sides;

?



Wﬁ: happiness, obtains;

Y= he;

ga= all;

fa=ar: = difficulties /obstacles;

«T= not;

IrTd = affected /aflicted;

Y= he;

T = five;

HETITYTA = from the great sins;
=Jd = is released or freed;

= evening studied man;
ﬁ?’ﬂﬁ: day-time-done;
979 = sins;
arergfa= destroys;
ATaC T = morning-studied man;
TTHa = night-done;
9T = sins;
qrogfa= destroys;
HTIUTd := both evening morning;
W‘Fﬁ'— combined;
FATIT= without sins;
yafa= becomes;
qaT= everywhere;
T : = studied;
AIfaeT:= without obstacles.
yafa= becomes;
gH= religion, duty, essence of a being;
A= wealth;
HTH = desire;
HTeT= release from humanly bondage, bliss, death;
7{: and;

= enjoys;
g< = this;
atharvashiirshhaM

AfIrsgTT= to the unworthy disciple or student;
= not;
é’ﬂ"{z to be given;

= who;

gfe= if;

9= he;

‘:IT‘ﬁ'Q'I_"I'— sinner;

yafa= becomes

W’la_cl_'ﬂ_cr according to the prescribed shAstrA cycle;
I = which;

= out of infatuation+ will give;

= which;
ATHAI T = desire, reads;
d= that;

R



THT= that-+thro’ this;
gTIdd = achieves.

[

HTTY
Now for the fruits from reading this hymn:
The reader becomes equal to Brahma . He attains all happiness and is
released from the five great sins . If one reads in the evening one is
absolved of the sins committed during the day, if read in the morning the
sins of the night are washed away, if read both times, one is totally
absolved of all sins, read anywhere one is freed from all obstacles, one
attains all the 4 objectives (Dharma, artha, kaama mokSha), one should
not, however, teach this to the undeserving student, if done so through
infatuation, the teacher will become a sinner, read 1000 times, one
achieves whatever is desired for.
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FAT= through;
oTafa = Ganesh;
srhrfy=fa= performs’ puuja’, by pouring water etc . on the idol;
Y= he;
= master of speech;
yafa= becomes;
?l_g??ﬁ': during the (auspicious)4th day (from New Moon/full moon);
I = without eating (having fasted);
Tafa= chants;
H= he;

(= a knowledgeable manor scholar;

Tafa= becomes;
gfa= this, end;
S .
AYQUITFT = ‘atharvaNa word-piece;

Wz practises this brahma, science;
ﬁl?]'l_c[: from knowledge;

= not;
ffa= fears;
HI(H = never;

Q'Fcl': thus.
BIEIDY

The devotee becomes a master of speech, if read on the 4th day from New
Moon/Full Moon, he becomes a great scholar and he knows no fear, never.

T FEHETT q IHEUITTAT Fafa |

qr ATSEa § I9ET yafd |

R



T HYTaT vata
IT AIERAEE I

T iesahaaar=a |
T gregarafggsid

T e @9d 99 a9d 19310

Ir= who;
gﬁ’:: with the bud of ‘dUrva’;
= does the worship or sacrifice;
Y= he;
THEIr= Kubera, the lord of wealth;
HAYHT= comparison;
yafa= becomes;
Ir= who;

:= with the roasted rice/wheat flakes;
ISTfd= does the worship or sacrifice;
Y= he;

(= man with fame;
wafa= becomes;
Y= he;
ﬁ'ﬂTaT;[: well- read man , intellectual;
Tafa= becomes;
= who;
HIEH= with the sweetened rice-balls;

HE@"TF: by thousand;

IoTfa= worships or does ‘yagya’;

Y= he;

T8 d= desired;

T = fruit;

FATHITa= gets, receives;
T:= he;

:= with ghee(clarified butter) and ‘samidhaa’ sticks;

IoTfa= worships or does ‘yagya’;

Y= he;

gd = all;

a= obtains;

9= he;

qd = all;

T = obtains.

CIEIRS
He who worships with 'Dhuurva’ flowers becomes equal to the lord of wealth
(Kubera), the worshipper who uses rice flakes, becomes a man of fame and
scholarship, if one uses 1000 coconut-sugar mixed rice balls, obtains
whatever he desires and one who uses ghee and ’samit’ sticks attains
everything, everything indeed.
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A= eight;

W:DBrahmins;

HEIYTEII 1= well+captured;

W: with the prowess and brilliance of sun;
Tafa= becomes;

= in the home of sun(during the solar eclipse);

HEI<T= in the great river;
wiaaT= god’s image or idol;

] = in the presence of, close;
dT= or;
ST“dT= having chanted;
EEGEIE having got the effect of the mantra;
yafa= becomes;
‘:lg'lﬁ'aﬂ_cl:z from the great obstacles;
Qﬁ?q%l': is freed;
Fl%'lﬁ'“ﬂ_d:: from the great defects/wrongs;
W%l': is freed;
HETITITA = from great sins;
TH=Ad = is freed;

Y= he;

gafag= the all-knower;
= becomes;

T= who;

Q_ffz thus;
ge= knows;
gfa= thus, end;

(= says the ‘upanishat.h’.
CIEICE

By teaching this (atharva) to eight brahmins peoperly,

one becomes greater than the Sun

or if the idol is worshipped by chanting the mantra, at the time of the
solar eclipse, by standing in a great river, one gets the effect of the
mantra, he is released from great obstacles, great defects/imperfections
and great sins.

| Tt "5 0
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2% = OmkAra or Brahma;
qg = together.

= we (two);
A= (may the lord) protect;
Hg = together;

= us;
YT9g= (may He)cause us to enjoy;
g5 = together;

= exertion/great brave efforts;
= may we do;
aerrer At 3T‘-‘ﬁ_cl":|: A& = (may) brilliant our learning be;
HT= don’t;
= may us not quarrel or hate.

CIEICE

Let us both (the teacher and the taught) be protected together, let us
enjoy together, let us endeavour together, let our study be resplendent, let
us not hate or quarrel.

32 E RO JUETH I&@T: |
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23 = Omkaara or Brahma;
He = goodness, safety;
FUNT:= thro’ ears;
JU[ITH= may we hear;
TGT:= gods;

e = good, safety;
TRYAETA AT

ferr: = stable;

FAEEITHETI: = having satisfied with strong limbs?;

A= offering praise;

EH'FET{': the good for the gods;

gaTYg:= that life-span.

CIEIDS
Let us hear good things through our ears, see good things through our eyes
and may we enjoy our life allotted to us offering praise to the Gods
with our strong bodies.

{= may we see with eyes?;

E|eq T S50 gg¥ar: |
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e = well-being;

= to us;

379?!‘: god ‘indra’;

9@ 4T := having become old with years of hearing knowledge;

wea= well-being;

= us;

%‘E%:Tl;elated to Sun, but probably a different Vedic deity;

:= who knows the world;
svastinastaashyo May Garuda give us well-being
:= appelation to Garuda;

wiegai= wwell-being to us;

W’ﬂ'@z Brihaspadi may give us.

CIEIRS
May the gods Indra, Puusha, Garuda and Brihaspati bestow good things on us
and protect us.

32 wrifa: | e asrfa: o
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2% = OmkAra or Brahman;
ifa:= Peace;
gfa= thus;

HHTOH = is complete or over.

e N

EIEIRE
May there be peace all around(both outside and inside us).
Thus ends the hymn ’Ganapati atharva shiirshhaM.’

Please send corrections to sanskrit@cheerful.com
Last updated July 2, 2003
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