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kArtavIrya dvAdashanAma stotram

காrhதவீrhய th³வாத³ஶநாமshேதாthரmh

காrhதவீrhயாrhஜுேநா நாம ராஜா பா³ஹுஸஹshரவாnh ।
தshய shமரணமாthேரண க³தmh நShடmh ச லph◌⁴யேத ॥ 1॥
காrhதவீrhய: க²லth³ேவ kh’தவீrhயஸுேதா ப³ ।
ஸஹshரபா³ஹு: ஶthkh◌⁴ேநா ரkhதவாஸா த⁴iνrhத⁴ர:॥ 2॥
ரkhதக³nhேதா⁴ ரkhதமாlhேயா ராஜா shமrhரபீ⁴Shடத:³ ।
th³வாத³ைஶதாநி நாமாநி காrhதவீrhயshய ய: பேட²th ॥ 3॥
ஸmhபத³shதthர ஜாயnhேத ஜநshதthர வஶmh க³த: ।
ஆநயthயாஶு ³ரshத²mh ேமலாப⁴தmh phயmh ॥ 4॥
காrhதவீrhய மஹாபா³ேஹா ஸrhவதி³Shடவிப³rhஹண ।
ஸrhவmh ர ஸதா³ திShட² ³Shடாnhநாஶய பா மாmh ॥ 5॥
ஸஹshரபா³ஹுஸஶரmh மதmh
ஸசாபmh ரkhதாmhப³ரmh ரkhதகிடNhட³லmh ।
ேசாராதி³-³Shடப⁴ய-நாஶmh இShடத³mh தmh
th◌⁴யாேயth மஹாப³ல-விjh’mhபி⁴த-காrhதவீrhயmh ॥ 6॥
யshய shமரணமாthேரண ஸrhவ:³க²ேயா ப⁴ேவth ।
யnhநாமாநி மஹாவீrhயசாrhஜுந: kh’தவீrhயவாnh ॥ 7॥
ைஹஹயாதி⁴பேத:shேதாthரmh ஸஹshராvh’thதிகாதmh ।
வாசிதாrhத²phரத³mh nh’mh shவராjhயmh ஸுkh’தmh யதி³॥ 8॥
॥ இதி காrhதவீrhய th³வாத³ஶநாம shேதாthரmh ॥

Note:-

(1) Srimad Bhagavatam says a few lines about Arjuna (he was the

son of Kritavirya and hence called Kartaviryarjuna), in verses 23 to 27 in

chapter 23, Book9. The verses and their rough translations are given here.
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காrhதவீrhய th³வாத³ஶநாமshேதாthரmh

அrhஜுந: kh’தவீrhயshய ஸphதth³வீேபவேராऽப⁴வth ।
த³thதாthேரயாth³த⁴ேரரmhஶாth phராphதேயாக³மஹா³ண:॥
ந நmh காrhதவீrhயshய க³திmh யாshயnhதி பாrhதிவா: ।
யjhஞதா³நதேபாேயாக³தவீrhயஜயாதி³பி: ◌⁴ ॥
பசாஶீதிஸஹshராணி யvhயாஹதப³ல:ஸமா: ।
அநShடவிthதshமரே ³⁴ேஜऽyhயஷTh³வஸு ॥
தshய thரஸஹshேரஷு பைசேவாrhவதா mh’ேத⁴ ।
ஜயth◌⁴வஜ: ஶூரேஶேநா vh’ஷேபா⁴ ம⁴rhத:॥

Arjuna, the son of Kritavirya became the ruler of the entire world with

its seven continents. From his guru Sri Dattatreya he attained a part

manifestation of Sri Hari. He became an expert yogi and was blessed with

the siddhis (mystic powers). No other king could be compared with Arjuna

in valour, munificence, asceticism, wisdom and other virtues. He ruled

for 85,000 years and enjoyed all the pleasures. His strength (of body,

mind and senses) remained unimpaired. His very remembrance proves to be

a security against loss of wealth. He had a thousand sons. All of them,

except five, were killed by Parasurama. One of Arjuna’s descendants

was Yadu. Yadu’s descendants were known as Yadavas.

(2):- Arjuna or Kartaviryarjuna, as he is popularly known, also finds a

mention in the Uttara Kanda of Valmiki Ramayana. (chapters 31 - 33).

Sage Agastya narrates the story of Ravana to Rama.

Ravana did severe penance and as a result got great powers from Brahma.

He felt he was invincible. He could defeat anyone he came across

with ease. He became puffed up with pride and was looking out

for someone with whom he can have a good fight.

He went to the city of Mahishmati, the city on the banks of river Narmada,

from where Arjuna ruled. Soon, he got into a severe fight with Arjuna.

Ravana was hit on his chest by Arjuna and fell down crying. Arjuna

trussed him up and imprisoned him. Sage Pulastya, the grand father of

Ravana, heard of Ravana’s defeat and subsequent imprisonment by Arjuna.
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He felt pity for Ravana’s condition and came to Mahishmati and requested

Arjuna to release Ravana. Arjuna immediately acceded to the request and

released Ravana. Later both Arjuna and Ravana entered into an treaty

of friendship. Another version of the stotram containing his twelve

names is given below.

காrhதவீrhய:ஸஹshரா: kh’தவீrhயஸுத: ப³ ।
ஸஹshரபா³ஹு: ஶthkh◌⁴ந: ரkhதவாஸா த⁴iνrhத⁴ர:॥ 1॥
ரkhதக³nhேதா⁴ ரkhதமாlhய: ராஜா shமrhரபீ⁴Shடத:³ ।
th³வாத³ைஶதாநி நாமாநி காrhதவீrhயshய ய:shமேரth ॥ 2॥
அநShடth³ரvhயதா தshய நShடshய நராக³ம: ।
ஸmhபத³shதshய ஜாயnhேத ஜநாshதshய வேஶா ஸதா³॥ 3॥

These verses say that one who remembers the twelve names of the great

Arjuna, son of Kritavirya, will be blessed with prosperity.

He will draw (attract) people to him. He will not lose his wealth or

property by theft etc., and will also get back the money that

he had lost.

॥ இதி காrhதவீrhய th³வாத³ஶநாம shேதாthரmh ஸNhrhணmh ॥
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