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(BErTh& BTS2 UniTon Q& emgT)

In this article the learned author has discussed the various

aspects of Goddess lakShmlI and her relation with viShNu,
sarasvatl and uShA. lakShml is regarded as the wife of viShNu,
and sarasvatl has also been regarded as her co-wife. In the
Rigveda Goddess uShA has been conceived both as gold-coloured
(axDlyeserwievim @) and white coloured (vu=Li4y); gold-colour
signifying her gold giving capacity, and the white colour her
knowledge-bestowing capacity. In course of time the Vedic deity
uShA evolved into the purANic and tAntric goddesses lakShmI
(conceived as gold-coloured and wealth-bestowing), and sarasvatl

(conceived as white-coloured, and bestower of knowledge).

The worship of lakShmlI has been prescribed on the occasions

of the kojAgara-pUrNimA of the lunar month Ashvina, and

the dIpAvall-amAvasyA (of the kArtika month). The author

has criticised the custom of gambling on the occasions of
lakShmI-worship, although it has been prescribed by Raghunandana
in his Tithitattva. The custom might be due to a confusion

between the akShas (the casts of gambling) and the akShamAIA
(which really means ’rosary’) of Goddess lakShmI. On account of
her wealth-bestowing capacity lakShml has also been associated
with Kubera whose worship is recommended along with the worship
of lakShml.
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