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Encoded and proofread by P. P. Narayanaswami swami at mun.ca

Sriramodantam is a highly abridged version of Ramayana believed to
be written by Parameshwara Kavi in 15th century however,
as per New Catalogus Catalogorum vol 25, some manuscripts have Paramesvara as author

and some others Vasudeva Sastri.

-by Parameshvara. Deshamangalam 1441-42.
-by (NAreri) VAsudevashAtrin. Oppert 1. 2723. .25.80-81.

https:/ /vmlt.in/ncc/257page=18
Kannada edition of Ramodantam in DLI collection mentioned Paramesvara Kavi as author.

It has been in use as the first text in old Sanskrit curriculum of Kerala for last five centuries.
As per this curriculum the students were taught this text along with Amarakosha and

Siddharoopam immediately after they had learnt the Sanskrit alphabets (Varnamala).

n
There is a popular folklore going around in Thrissur District of Kerala :
There is a temple, tiruviLakkAva by name between Thrissur Kodungallur (could be near
a place called Urakam) where the presence of the Goddess of Learning, Saraswati, is very
strong and even now, I am sure, a lot of parents must be doing the vidyArambham of their

children in that temple.

Folklore has it that the naivedyam made to the Goddess is not distributed, but dumped into
a well as otherwise the consumer will have too much knowledge! Be that as it may, around
400/500 years back, one day, as the naivedyam was being taken to be dumped at the usual
place (probably a dry well) due to carelessness (or, maybe prArabdha), a plantain fruit fell
down. A local Namboothiri, an idiot by name Vasudevan, blissfully unaware that this was a
fruit which had been offered as naivedyam to the Goddess, found a plantain on the roadside
and beat a Warasyar (a lady attached to the temple for specific duties) to it! He ate the
plantain and casually threw the skin on the side. The pious lady who was a witness to the
plantain falling and also being aware of the greatness of the fruit ate the skin of the fruit

and became a Panditha overnight. It is this Ikkaali Warasyar who is the author of two works
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- pANDavacharitam and shrlrAmodantam. Vasudevan Namboothiri, no doubt became a
1]

wise man and one version has it that he married the Warasyar lady later. - Surendran
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