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A Shivastotra by ShankarAchArya

The term Shiva means “auspicious. ” The God Shiva is all-auspiciousness. The mantra

namaH ShivAya, used to offer salutations to Shiva, is an effective prayer to propitiate
Shiva. This mantra appears in many places in Vedic and Puranic literature. For example,
the famous shrl Rudram hymn from the Yajur Veda, commonly employed to perform the

worship of the Shiva linga, says: po: vileurw & |

The dAridrya dahana stotra of VasiShTha says: smfl& gy s?-53anmmw mLo: vhleumw

| Salutations to Shiva who burns up the grief caused by poverty!

Here poverty does not necessarily mean material poverty; it also means spiritual poverty.
This pa.nchAkShara (five syllabled) mantra namaH ShivAya is sometimes called the mUla
mantra or basic mantra of Shiva. Each of the five syllables, na, ma, shi, vA, and ya, is held

to be so sacred that it represents Shiva even by itself.

The following is the ShivapanchAkShara stotra composed by Adi SankarAchArya. One
may worship the Shiva linga by reciting this stotra and offering bilva leaves.

UTleULIEh & T Fogs T 670 C ST HIFLD

3w weamuveurmw |

BEreaBs TanTymu &fCOmE BT LTRSS TesT
Bewrw vresg smu &lsbulymu sevamwn perymw mo: uBleurw Il 11

Salutations to Shiva, who wears the King of snakes as a garland, the Three-eyed God,
whose body is smeared with ashes, the great Lord, the eternal and pure One, who wears the

directions as His garment, and who is represented by the “na ” kAra (term).

OBST EB-er0651608 58 -G TES T BHS UTeUr-LITLog BTS2 Eamuteuymw |

ST TL e LU am=Les -6 L Slsmu evalo warymw Bo: uGleurw I 2 11 variation
W&Trweuhgmw

I bow to Shiva, who has been worshipped with water from the gangA (mandAkini) and

annointed with sandalwood paste, the Lord of nandl, the Lord of the host of goblins and



UBl6ULIEH & T Fogs T LD S T 60 ST &I LD

ghosts, the great Lord, who is worshiped with mandAra and many other kinds of flowers,

and who is represented by the syllable “ma. ”

uBleumw Q&sem3faug 3 mriPm-aim He - dmumy &3 amens eurmruosmu |

LTS 608 a2 6(T e &56Ummu Senvento ilsmrmu mo: uleurw 11 311

Salutations to Shiva, who is all-auspiciousness, Who is the sun that causes the lotus face of
Gaurl (PArvatl) to blossom, Who is the destroyer of the Yajna of dakSha, whose throat is
blue (nllakaNTha), whose flag bears the emblem of the bull, and who is represented by the
syllable “shi.”

auerSlesL_2-@DEUT S Ltal-0&em  Sommpm b & r-Ca auriéls Cuoss ymu |

58 7T S-6UTeUT BTN EBTW Sera eusmymw mo: ulleurws I 41

VasiShTha, agastya, Gautama, and other venerable sages, and Indra and other Gods have
worshipped the head of (Shiva’s linga). I bow to that Shiva whose three eyes are the moon,

sun and fire, and who is represented by the syllable “va.”

WEB6M06LeHUMW L TSHTTW LNBTSHameSTw eroprSHTw |

lawmw €s3amu Sl buyru seveno wesTyTw Bo: tBleurw 151

Salutations to Shiva, who bears the form of a YakSha, who has matted hair on His head,
Who bears the pinAka bow in His hand, the Primeval Lord, the brilliant God, who is

3

digambara (naked), and who is represented by the syllable “ya.”

UEHEFTESTOIS D Yamwuib w: ueL & & auepmlaseT |
UBlauGeurasoeumICHTES UilGeus srvam Cors36s |l
Anyone who recites this sacred five-syllabled mantra, (namaH shivAya) near the Shiva

(linga), attains the abode of Shiva and rejoices there with Shiva.

Il @& utnss rhasrmermuelyssn ullelleEh e mersnsTsrn enwrlisn |l

UBl6LLIER & T FnB T eN0CHT ST LD

Bres hs ranTrmw SMCsomenmTw Ltshobmmis3 gresTw weanuoermw |

BsWmw voeg s &Psbudymw sevan merymw so: ullsurw 1 11

DS T EIB-6r06060 & (58 B-&TESTW B5E UTeUT-UITg H & - éanuveugmw |
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BST e L-LPan=LesL-6n=L s T seveio warymw mo: uilsurw I 211 variation
&TyanSTw

uBleumw Q&semfous 3 Britm-aim Hes1- e dTwUmL & seTéeurmriosmu |

LTS 608 a2 6(T e &56Ummu Senvento ilsmrmu mo: uleurw 11 311
aledleisl 2-@neUTs3Ltal-A&em ST TwnshE T-Ca e el s ymu |
&5 & T S-6UUTeUN BT CEOMTE BT Gervemlo susTrmw mo: uileurw I 411

W &g 6T06UeHUMW L THHYTW LNBTSHamergTWw erprSHETw |

Slawumw €s3amu Sl buiymu sevenn wsTyTw Bo: tBleurw 1 51
LEHEFTESTOIS D Yamwuib w: ueL & & auenpmslaseT |
UBlauGeurasoeumICrTE uilGeus srvam Cors36s |l

| @& ufns s risrmermualyssh rlaileheTamersntsTarb enwrligsn |l
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