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Panchaanana, Panchavaktra or Panchamukhi Shiva is the

combination of Shiva in all five of His aspects — aghora,

IshAna, tatpuruSha, vAmadeva and sadyojAta. The Panchamukha
Shiva linga is found in rare temples. Four faces are in four
directions and in some the fifth face is shown facing the sky

and in some it is in the northeast direction. The jyotirlinga

at Pashupatinath temple in Nepal is a panchamukha linga.

The five shiva forms, directions, elements and associated
shakti forms are:
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panchamukha shiva gayatri is:
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The following five verses are considered prayers to Shiva

facing each of the five different directions. These same

verses with slight variations and change in order are used in

panchamukhanyAsa as part of mahAnyAsam and in panchavaktrapUjA.
All three versions are given below.
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