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Abheeti Sthava (935 to 963)

This Stotram has a historical background. The great centre of shrlvaiShNavism-shrlrangam
had fallen into the hands of the Muslim invaders led by Malik Kaffer in the 14th Century
A. D. Before that the shrine of Lord ra NganAtha had been closed after secretly sealing the
sanctum sanctorum; and the utsava-mUrti removed to places of safety by the pious people
of the place. Several great AchAryas lost their lives, and several others, vedAnta deshika
among them, ran away from the place in fear and panic. deshika stayed at satyama Ngalam
near Kollegal now in Mysore State. It is from there he sang this stotra in praise of Lord
ra NganAtha, praying to Him to banish their fear and return to His abode. shloka 954 voices
the prayer to banish fear in shrlrangam and restore it to its former glory, and shloka 956
prays to the Lord to wield His weapons and remove their fear caused by the Muslims and the
yavanas (other foreigners). The Stotra refers to the Lord’s five weapons (pa nchAyudhas),
which He always holds in His hands for our protection, in four places 945, 955, 956 and
957. Fear and/or freedom from fear figure in nearly half the total number of shlokas of
this stotram. shloka 953 refers by name to eight staunch devotees of the Lord who obtained
complete freedom from fear by taking refuge at the Lord’s feet and prays for a similar
benefit and blessing for all of us. A pArAyaNam of this atotram has been prescribed by

elders for securing freedom from fear of any sort.
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