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This stotra is unique in several respects. In the History of Religious Literature, vedAnta
deshika is the first poet-devotee to sing a whole hymn in praise of the Lord’s dayA. (Mercy,
Grace, Sympathy and Compassion are some of the meanings which that term connotes).
In fact, dayA has been personified as dayA devl and made a Consort of the Lord. The
other Consorts, lakShml, bhUdevI and nlladevl are all dear to the Lord because they are
reflections of dayA devl. (599). Among all the auspicious attributes (kalyANa-guNas) of
the Lord, dayA is the Empress (593, 664). But for dayA’s presence, all the other guNas will
virtually be doShas (faults) in the Lord so far as we are concerned (578), as they will all help
Him only to punish us for our sins. The Lord Himself dons dayA as a protecting armour
against our sins which assail Him. (591). The two chief aspects of the Lord’s supreme glory,
jagat-vyApAra and releasing souls from saMsAra, for which He is praised by the Vedas,
are really dayA devl’s achievements (631). dayA is defined as the Lord’s wish (ichChA) to
protect those in distress (634) .

shlokas 1 to 100 are seen to consist of ten distinct topics from the way each set of 10
shlokas is couched in a different metre (vRittam). On closer scrutiny, the ten decads (units
of 10 shlokas) are seen to deal with the ten topics of the ten hundreds of Nammalwar’s
Tiruvaimozhi as demonstrated by deshika in his dramidopaniShad-sAram and ratnAvall
“sevA-yogya’” etc. Those very words are used in several places in the stotra, Thus dayA
shatakam is the essence of bhagavad-viShayam, as Tiruvaimozhi is called. The word dayA
or one of its synonyms such as kRipA, anukampA or karuNA, occurs in every one of the
108 shlokas except two (571 and 609).
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Lord shrlnivAsa of the Seven Hills (Tirumalai-Tirupati)—the God of millions of men and
women of bhArat who call Him ve NkaTesha, Govinda, bAlAjI and so on- is the Lord
to whom this stotram is dedicated in the sense that it is His dayA that is eulogised here.
For Himself, however, He has only one shloka in His praise (572) and that too in terms of
His dayA as an Ocean of Mercy. Lord shrlnivAsa having Himself come down as vedAnta

deshika, it is in the fitness of things that He does not sing about Himself.

dayA is placed above the Lord in several shlokas 574, 576, 626 and 627. The Lord Himself
is all admiration for the way dayA functions (633, 670, 692). It is at the command of dayA
devl that the Lord takes the several incarnations (598). The part that dayA devl played in
the several incarnations is dealt with in detail in the ninth decad of the stotra (645 to 653).
dayA is but an alter ego of shrl or lakShmlI (569 and 635).

dayA shatakam is said to be the outcome of the Lord’s own sa Nkalpa or Will. In a happy
mood the Lord gave it out through deshika, like an expert musician playing on the VINA

for his own delectation (667).
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