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ydyd - Oh Sun God!
AHiseg d - salutations to you!
€2 - (you are) of pleasing appearance

©RUEUd - O consort of Chaya devi!

silslRRUMS - you are the embodiment of The Primal Cause
and all Effects (1)

%ol Wslels - you illuminate the whole world

(s 2A2ul8ud - you are the Lord of the zodiacal sign Leo

2 [@4d - learned men salute you

a%:ega - you display spectacular brightness (2)

IR sde Sld - provider of good health and other benefits
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2124 AL - you have affinity to the lotus

(®= - you are a friend

@4l - O Surya

AsrAlE0L - of a thousand rays

8R4l - father of Karna

$uMsR - remover of evil and sinful deeds

s2U-l - you are verily like Fire

ays Hiled - propitiated by Guruguha

296l - innately effulgent

YRR - worshipped by seers

Y[EAuSL - you are the jewel of daytime

2MLE A [EruuBdl - you are the leader of Chandra and
other planets

dlaARld - great men salute you

sHARAL - you are witness to all actions in the world (3)

(Eud? 2L (A4 - your chariot is drawn by seven
fine horses (4)

{2 242100 Hestltd - you are identified with your core

mantra of eight syllables (5)

Alael 2a3ulei - your body shines in golden hue

euRdlel ¢ s - you are identified with Brahma,
Vishnu and Shiva (6)

(st ylsd [AdRRueHd - you are dispenser of worldly gifts

as well as salvation.

Notes :

1 KaraNam is the Primal Cause, Mulaprakriti; everything born out of
it in succession is Karyam. The Supreme is both karanam and karyam.
deRst | d%cu-j,ulfelalq | says Taittirlya UpaniShad.

2 deAlM [ dered) - Ramayana 6.107.15

3 293 cdlsull@3L says Agastya, in Ramayana 6.107.21

4 The seven vedic metres - gAyatrl, uShNik, anushTup, brihatl, pangtI,
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triShTup, jagatl - are the seven horses for the Sun’s chariot

U, SULREELAHIA: AHIRRIAUF L Al Eanifecun, |

—Shrimadbhagavatam 5.21.15

5 Surya’s bija mantra consists of eight syllables. The mantra is g3t

24;342 ALY | “The Supreme OM, the giver of brilliance, the impeller of
the universe, and the First Cause”

6 GlsHL-(ARL-(A19-2c3u-ged

d-€ Ael MLk, says the dhyAna sloka of Sun God.

R Ay
RADL- 2HRAAZL dle- Agsld Hed

Urg, G HUIARA ALY-geA-AgAY |

Srglle-Alswa3d-drel
8-¢ Niselsalu (Reus?
BlRR1-ASIER L5 M1 |

2lgR- WA (el el
Aol He-890 giuLsR
dg2el-u- (ARugH-L-o-i
(A, sHee QMR- gl
2leltg dlluldeum-asud
AR slUAUSIR1UA
sgRIBYReIRME2UENR
g Ry 2AlsellBusaudey |l

YrgH M - Pray to Chandra,

HA - O mind!

ALY ged AgRl - he is as pure as the mind of the
virtuous persons

Seglle dlsUlARd diRel - He is the consort of Tara (1) and
is praised by Indra and other gods

8- - he is soothingly pleasant
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Nis2l seld? - wearer of the sixteen digits

(Heuse - the maker of the night

82l ASle2 - brother of Goddess LakShmi

agusé - he makes the herbs ooze nectar (2)

4[R2 - always (worship Chandra).

2Lg2 UG (Qepuel - he adorns Shiva’s crown

2lld (32@i - his rays are pleasantly cool

Adels - he has four hands

Hed 94 - (he serves as) umbrella for Manmatha, the God
of Love (3)

dgeel-d- - he is the (left) eye of Vishnu (4)

(G123 24l %+ - he was born of the heart of VirAt puruSha (5)

(A4, - deva-s specially drink him (6)

sye (A - s friendly to the lily,

(Afa oous asaAy, - is a face of Subrahmanya, who is the
preceptor of Brahma

2l - he is bearing hare-like marks (7)

oflsu el auuLpus-uld - he received first a curse, and
then a boon, from DakSha prajapati (8)

lRd Algsladn usleldusl - his body shines as
white as the autumn moon (9)

5§QLEYR R Ug2llk U2 - he is bedecked with armband,
bracelet, necklace and diadem

g% (Y he is inimical to the lotus

ASRN Bla s2 ARy - he is adept in pleasing RohiNI (10)

Notes:

1 Tara is Brihaspati’s wife. She fell in love with Chandra and lived

with him for some time.

2 Moon is called Soma. Soma is the divine plant whose juice, also called
Soma, was the drink of the celestials, This led to regard Chandra as

the guardian of all beneficial plants. Shri Krishna says in the Gita:
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yroU( 2Atnl: 2al: AL eycal 22Uas: | Bhagavad Gita
15.13 “I assume the form of Chandra, and sustain all vegetation”
3 Nights are dear to lovers, so Chandra is regarded as helper to the
God of Love
4 Vishnu sahasranama stotram goes further to assert that Chandra is a
manifestation of VishNu himself. Compare the names chandrAMshuH (281),
shashabinduH (283) and somaH (503) there.
5 At the time of Creation, Chandra was born from the heart of the
Primal Cause. A-gHL HAAl %lct: - PuruShasUkta.
6 (ANl HlAlct e 42U - AUHREIRL ANALYHL, 1-3-93
7 The visible blemish in the whiteness of the moon’s disk is referred
to by poets as a hare
8 gIShpati or glrpati literally means a learned person. Here the
reference is to DakSha prajapati, whom Lord Narayana Himself addressed
once as Brahman -Learned one. (ShrimadbhAgavatam, 6-4-46) DakSha
gave twentyseven of his daughters in marriage to Chandra. Chandra was
inordinately fond of only one of them, RohiNi. On a complaint from the
neglected wives, DakSha cursed Chandra to lose all his sixteen digits.
Later pacified, DakSha allowed him to gradually lose, and then gain,
his lustre in the span of a month, every month.
gglaliulL AlSURLRCAIRL AgHASIE: |
Ut WAL o] &AM Sl A6l gl (Bt I

- ShrimadbhAgavatam 6-6-24
9 The poet compares the whiteness of Chandra to itself!
10 RohiNI is Chandra’s favourite among the 27 wives who are the

constellations (nakShatra-s) Ashvinl, Bharanl, krittikA, etc.

3 USRS
WL Y22 dld- Adsnld 3us
FURSHIHARAS [AAclBldu-1H-e1R
HEIANAR GLAFHIR AR AlRH, |
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o $oURsHNY (Rl 51 AU
Rérilgol RecllorR1(2HR Ulstielda?
SO SI6L16L HIHUNARERYILUL
HEIANEIASHN AR $OL HSRATL$AH, |

eldRAlAd HeRAdQaRdasi
4RRINE RllgsIRE tiA

El-i28Ls Y¥dda-ugi
RelelRo1RoLs s2lail-tusUlA

MLARAGILR (Ao, GLIRAULARYSOA

LRl Rl Aol H AR I

$0URS UHULMA S - T take refuge in Kuja (1)
AR dlRY, - again and again
(Al 24Ut %L H-£12 - he is very valuable (helpful) to those who
approach him
HgAN AR - he presides over Tuesday
@[ gu1R - he is the son of Mother Earth (2)
®$oURs - he resembles a golden pot
Ay g(als 2eeu@uld - he presides over the zodiacal
signs Aries and Scorpio (3)
2&dlgdl - his body is red in colour
sclliolRl(e 42 - he wears a red cloth, and the like
2llstt ot 4R - he holds a mace and a trident
HSIAU - is auspicious
§104 9101 - has a handsome neck
UYWL AR UEYALAL - his two feet are quite charming
HgaAn elds - bestower of auspiciousness
A gl - he rides a goat
U5 BrigAY - Makara (Capricornus) is his exalted house (uchcha).
el ¥R AlAd - he is worshipped by devas (gods) and asuras

(demons) alike
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Ut (@d [Qd@d asl - he sports a charming smile

uRlé - graces (devotees) with real estate

®lld $126 - he promotes good brotherhood

25t sl - has red eyes

€l 28t5 - protector of the afflicted

yf¥ dai-le gl - he is worshipped in the town
Vaithlsvarankoil (4)

Rellel(? oRoLs s218L 2A-4As Ul - recipient of
grace and blessings of the vast assemblage of gods as well
as guruguha

Ml A4 oL> (M - he is friendly to Sun, Moon and Jupiter

GLAMIA Y500 - has a charming wife

-2 s (R - appears cute with hands resting on his knees

2&@0&8 - he has four arms

24(d ([ARAY - he is quite fantastic.

Notes:

1 he is called a NgAraka or simply a NgAra because he looks like a heap
of lighted charcoal.

2 He was born out of a drop of sweat from Shiva in meditation which
fell on the earth. Mother Earth nurtured it to become a graha. So he

has come to be known as her son Bhauma, or Kuja

3 Mantreshvara indicates the presiding planets for the 12 signs:

odladl eLsoiii-elolElon: gLsiRYALE:

H-El oL sHRL s(AdL: HufzRiellwRy Il phaladlpika 1.6

4 An ancient town near Sirkali in TamilNadu, India

¥ o
L A2 e~ Msinld B

OUHIHALM Add
AR(AAd ArgctiRic |
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oA d R
HyRsQmE He-flamuen |

sgAny(d azopsHels(d
= EN . ~
ARl HlBl-Hge-¢lR-332-
sgRuUleuRRL su-lludMYA-
SAA Y52 s
(gt (Sd (SleorulzrSd
g0srilSd Aei-eAlsdy

o AU Add - ] take refuge in Budha always
YR [A4d - heis lauded by the devas
A dlRl Jd¥ - he is the offspring of Chandra and Tara
oLy, %-: dZd - he is understood by learned men
0{02173: Ulled - is appreciated by great scholars (1)
HyR sladLué - bestower of fine poetical talents
He-l A43ed, - his accomplishments are praiseworthy
s A gld - his saffron-coloured form is splendid
D\Lj%»aglé, He 2Usld - whose form delights Guruguha
% dRei - is inimical to Kuja
UL uge SR 3Y2 sgRUIE uRRL - he is adorned with
a crown, necklace, armband and bracelet made of gems
su-{lud? (MY s - he presides over the lovely
zodiacal signs Gemini and Virgo
Yads $2 - he has a book in his hands
Ay - he is genderless (2)
(5g2 - Hlsd - highly respected by the servant class
(5(corule 2(3d - he is blemishless
2lgR @iscl [Sd - very helpful to the devotees of Shiva (3)
Ael-£ Al3dy - ever revelling in bliss.

Notes:

1) budha literallly means a learned person
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2) Ketu, Budha and Shanaishchara are genderless.

selowt: 3-oia1$t:, says phaladlpikA, 2.27
3) The Tamil saint jnAnasaMbandha asserts in kOLarupadigam that
devotees of Shiva have nothing to fear from the navagrahas.
For, towards such devotees, these graha-s not only refrain from
exerting evil influence, or just remain neutral, but are

positively helpful.

U ojerufd:
209L- A6LRL dld- (Agionld (e

ojsud diRld sheHnd AHisg d |

ustotd [Qell olsud uozgeHl-LEud
UG lAURA-§d HiddlR-[@gd-Hlud |

YR12UA qHR MHAGRL %OUd-AU-IL3L
%RAR-ARTA 21518 $A-¥45 AL BLA-%--5UA3]
YRIR-IIYs-AHEd YA-5125 El4-o14ll
URL[E-AALR-ALg-2aAIU-UsILs eUl-(A-4L
R s Flegeua [CESRAR

(RRo%412 G{ai-L-6lLgA (RRoU Hel-Ueld I

ojsud dikiud - O Brihaspati, the consort of Tara

ol 2ld - born of Brahma

AHisad d - Isalute you.

usleld - you have great strength

(@ell - O master

ollsud - Lord of speech and writing

402 3l 2UBUA - you preside over the lovely zodiacal
signs Sagittarius and Pisces

US-LE GUURd 24Lsd - you are venerated by Indra and others

Hiral(e [@d Hlmd - your intellect has been praised by
Vishnu and others (1)

navagrahakIrtanadikShitAra.pdf
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e\tgl?u?i a2 - the best preceptor of the gods

q% Y2 - you hold a mace in your hand

M €&l - you are endowed with auspicious features

%3l A4 2RL - you are a Teacher for all three worlds

%212 dl¥d - you are ever young

248l - you never become angry

$ %5 - you are the father of Kacha

U %L s@UdRl - you are verily the kalpaka tree for all who
approach you

YRIR IAdLs 4HUEd - you have been appreciated by Shiva
and Guruguha

Yasles - you promote good offspring

4 ol - you are a friend for all poor people

U2L[2 AcallR alg 243U - you are the embodiment of the four
stages of speech starting with parA (2)

uslels - you illuminate people’s intellect

i@l - you are full of compassion

(RR1L - you are never afflicted by any illness

A 3 - you are the author of a Treatise on righteous Conduct(3)

F{QES,;'%LLZ{ - you cannot be controlled

Qs oA - you are the saviour of all living beings

(AR2%-14 - you are pure

®d- eligd - you enjoy yourself in the world

(A22u - you are whole

USLULld - you are a great provider

Notes:

1) Shri KriShNa says in the Gita:

YRl A el Hi (g wel ojsauldy | 10.%

“Know thou that among the great preceptors, I am Brihaspati”
2) the generation of speech (vAk) consists of four stages, parA,

pashyantl, madhyamA, and vaikharl. parA is the dormant stage in the
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mUIAdhAra. When this kArana bindu rises to the level of the navel

it becomes kArya bindu. This stage is pashyantl The next stage is
madhyamA, when it further rises to the level of the heart where it
acquires discriminatory content and is more oscillatory. When finallly

it emerges from the throat /mouth and becomes audible sound, capable of
representation by alphabets, we have the vaikharl. According to Rig Veda,
people are ignorant of these four parts and think that only the fourth

part is speech:

AllR AUSUREAL UelF AU Fgoioien A wARRL: |

3t ABL AlScll gl 3l ctRll Heput ael<t Il gy l

We can also recall here nAma-s 366-371 of LalitA sahasranAma

UL U (RAL3UL ugddl uRdddl | HeaHl Awgul.. .. |

3) Internal evidence for the existence of such a Niti ShAstra is found

in a reference made by the third century poet Parimelazagar, in his

commentary of the Tamil classic TirukkuraL.

€ s
RWL-UYL - viRsld 242

lLs®otc-d Rl Ardd Asdcdrast |

-

3 95 eIl HL-
UIUIEA gN AL~
ol Lulddiuzel
3a1as218ls (3828 tanousy |

(Glatfcl-acuRls-ell-[@Aeiol 242a(

s[4 s01l-5125 2AA-F%R-21-ARW

Adi2l-SlR1-GS IR -l HIAAR-AHA

A g12Rl-+{l2 -2 8A-AR-Frg-HA- (SIS

Blatiel-vmriglaiadial- uiResdial-
JlYRigl->A%AIAL-51% A%AUE ALsyey I

gleLs eotd-d R Add - always meditate
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upon Shri Shukra BhagavAn

AsE drdsi - he is the repository of all Truths (1)

8 gs@ald-, - O Lord Shukra !

Hi 2ol Ul - please protect me now

9y datdlel- you preside over the zodiacal signs Rishabha
(Taurus) and TulA (Libra)

2 [Iciuzel - you are the preceptor of the asuras

321d s2lel-2s-44 - By the grace of Mahavishnu, you
have one eye left (2)

(592 82 - you wear a crown

Yau oUsAY - your body is white in colour

(itlq dcR-Ggeall-(Aeudi - your share in the udu
dashA system (3) is twenty years

(¥ 93] - you have beneficial ashta varga

s(d - you are a great poet (4)

$03L $1$ - you promote happy matrimony

2(q F{%QD},%—&QQ'L - you are inimical to the Sun and the
ever-young Brihaspati

diel SlRL §&sLRUE adll AR AU - at the time you
are in the parts (varga) of the orbit known to be your navamsa
hora, drekkANa, and vargottama (5)

a5 G2l (|2 2a8lA 4RE4 HAMSISL - and in
exalted and depressed positions, own house, pivotal and
mulatrikona positions (6)

(ieliel wrsdial 2iRiddiel WRedial oliyRial -
and if they belong to the groups of parts known as trimshamsa,
shahtyamsa, etc (7)

212 AL $12$ - you promote conditions for kingship (to
the person)(8)

e, - you bestow kingship.

AL HE - you give great happiness to Guruguha.
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Notes:

1) Like Brihaspati, Sukra is also a highly learned person. He and
Brihaspati were disciples of the sage angirA who is the latter’s

father. The kacha-devayani episode in Mahabharata revolves around the
mrita-sanjivini mantra that Sukra knew but Brihapati did not!

2) The reference here is to the Vamana avatara- Mahabali episode.

3) Humans, from birth to death, are under the influence of the planets in
varying intensity. In the Ududasha system, the major periods (in years) of
influence are: Surya-6, Chandra-10, Kuja-7, Rahu-18, Brihaspati-16,
Shani-19, Budha-17, Ketu-7 and Shukra-20.

4) He is the celestial kavi. Later Valmiki became the Adikavi in

the world. Shri Krishna pays the highest compliment to Sukra when

he declares that among the foremost poets, He was verily Shukra
sdl-iHelL s(: 11 ( Bhagavad Gita-10.37)

5) From hereon DikShita launches into jyotiSha shAstra. Popular

belief ascribes to Sukra the ability to bestow outstanding

prosperity. (Sukra dasha). DikShita enumerates circumstances

when Shukra bestows unlimited benefits. These technical terms are
explained in treatises on Hindu Astrology, like in Prithuyashas’
HorasAra and Mantreshvara’s PhaladIpikA. The ecliptic is divided

into 12 equal parts called Rasi-s, the first part, starting from

the First Point of Aries being Mesha. The Rasis are subdivided into
equal parts, called amsa-s, in several ways, each way being called a
varga. If divided into two, we have two hora-s: if subdivided into

three parts, each is a drekkana. Navamsa is obtained by dividing a

Rasi into 9 equal parts, Trimshamsa 30 parts (subgrouped into 5, 5,
8,7, and 5 degrees in one of forward or reverse order), shashtyamsa,

60 parts. Other modes of division are also possible. Saptamsa,
dashamsa, dvadashamsa, and Shodashamsa arise when dividing the rasi

into 7, 10, 12, and 16 parts. And so ons.

And there are rules to identify the Lords of these parts. If a
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navamsa bears the same name as that of the Rasi from which it arose,

it is called a vargottama.

6) For purposes of fine-tuning predictions, some special parts of
these Rasi/amsa-s are named as Vakra, Uchcha, Nicha, SvakShetra,
Varakendra and Mulatrikona for individual planets. For example,
for Shukra, Uchcha in MlIna, Nicha is Kanya, SvakShetra is Tula 6
deg to 30 deg, and Mulatrikona is Tula O deg to 5 deg.

7) It is possible that a planet is in more than one varga.
Parijatamsha is attained when the planet obtains 2 varga-s;
Gopuramsha, with four varga-s; Airavatamsha with nine varga-s,

and so on.

8) Enumerating the various planetary positions for Rajayoga forms
an important chapter in every work on astrology. For example,
Phalaladipika (7-15) says: “If Shukra and Guru are in Mina, Shani
in uchcha, Kuja aspects Chandra, and Lagna and Surya are in Mesha,

the person will be King owning a vast army....”

aQ
9 eUral
WL AgsAsioE  dld- Msenld s

Retls-cly 212 dld? Ardd Rl-ddssy, |

Moy (el (-2l 52 24ld-$R-5¢E
Mall-flel-s2lgt-Ula-eid-MlsaHdl 2Aldel-2Le-gaen |

S1A1%-51(-Ysrl- 28 SlA-ASIER SLs-AlS
-flaigus-ysu-wiaigd vt'lci-ect-oi\ugvqud
HUA-l-Ad 2pops-H[ed HER-gra-2A(RL- -t [da-
det-FBLAL- - [l eul-al-2A112 (el
sle-£28- RS- sUE-see- sl
sle-2s-Gle-RA-Mi sl@d-sra-edl--4y

Add Rdd S - I meditate constantly on
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2212 (Bals? d-i% - Shri Shanlshvara, the son of Surya (1)

Malaoy (el (-2l -In those who are immersed in the
ocean of worldly life

®Ug? - he strikes terror

2(d §2 ¢ - (and) dispenses terrible consequences

elati-lleL selet uls &l ofsaudi - (on the other hand,)

on those devotees of Lord Shiva who are blessed by His grace

(A 2 s, - he bestows exceptionally good things

512 sl 35t &6 - he is sparkling dark in colour, like
the eye liner pigment

sldAsle? - he is brother of Yama, the lord of Death (2)

$lsdld - he rides a crow (3)

-laigLs - ysu-Hidl-9d - he wears a blue dress and a garland
of blue flowers

rt'lci-ect-ogugouagd - and is decorated with ornaments made
of blue gemstones

Hif@-l--id - He is worshipped by mAlinl (4)

3s-H[ed - he gives pleasure to Guruguha

H5R-g¥-2AR-18 - he presides over the zodiacal signs
Capricornius and Aquarius

(Ad-dd-ABd-2=-Eu-[2 - he has great liking for
sesame oil lamp and sesame seeds mixed rice

£AL-YHL-AIR - he is an ocean of compassion (for his devotees)

(el - he is fearless

$14eRs-URUS -1 - he bears a wound on his legs inflicted
by Yama,’s cudgel (5)

siAdlgae-sIMA- - he is verily the divine Kamadhenu while
dispensing favours to devoteees

51d-As-Me-(RAA - he has the capacity to break the
Wheel of Time (6)

sl@d-sragdl-4 - he is the son of ChAyA devl

navagrahakIrtanadikShitAra.pdf
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Notes:

1 shanaishchara is so called because he is slow-moving. Note that Saturn
takes more than 29 years to go round the Sun once. For this reason he

is also called Manda. In Naishadha mahAkAvya, the poet advocates this
as the reason for Shani’s late arrival at Damayanti’s svayamvara.

2 Yama was the son o Surya by the first wife saMj nA devl

3 Many texts declare that the eagle (gRidhra) is Shani’s vehicle.

4 mAlinl is a favourite mantra metre of Shani. In Mahabharata, during
exile, Draupadi mentions her name as Malini while seeking employment
in cognito. Probably she then prayed to Shani.

5 This happened when they were boys. This is the reason for Shani’s
slow movement.

6 The wheel referred to here is the cycle of births and deaths breaking

it is to attain Mukti (salvation)

¢ R
AU AHMA - AgHld Jus

WRIAS AL G AU-Arg-dled [gd-2en |

YRAYR AdL-? AULR-6{ld-¢2
QUURA--JULE2 QAIYH-HR-53, |

5AN-Aer (8 sAUALRL-5 UG- UL
Aelr wgoiRLRYREL

ANIR-Aleaes oliAu sIMR01
2U[A-gL5-(AaA-oLoLs-A-dinse1y I

ARIM 2AUsH AL AS - [ always remember RAhu

eta?i A dlgd - he is being aspected by Surya and Chandra (1)
(gt B - he has a crooked body

YRAYR - he is a demon and also a deva (2)

2oL ¢ - he drives away illnesses

AUl oll[@ ¢ - he wards off fears from snakes and the like
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Qg{{e{-{ Aus? - he is happily seated on a shUrpa (a
bamboo plate in the form of a trapezium, called muram in Tamil)
AARYY 4R 5% - he holds a trident in is hands
sRAN ded - has a frightful face
s(8- - he is hard,
SUIAIRL-52RUL-2A1G-24ULSL - his(fierce)looks melt into a
compassionate glance due to the mantra commencing ’kayA naH’ (3)
Adels - he has four hands
ERS) viellg 42l - he holds a sword, a shield and like weapons
U((2 ld arsi - he wears a blue cloth and other garments
made of leather
IUHESIMRRL - he wears gomedaka-AbharaNaM ornaments laced with
gomedaka (gem) stones
A s (A 93Ls A~diM $2Q14 - He is friends with Shani

and Shukra, and pleases Guruguha too.

Notes:

1) After getting the pot of nectar by churning the ocean with

asuras’help, the deva-s sought Vishnu’s help to prevent asuras from

getting their share. As Vishnu took on the enchanting form of a mohini

and started distributing the nectar to the devas, one asura sneaked in
between Surya and Chandra and partook a mouthful, before he was spotted
and struck down into two. The head and hands acquired a serpent body

and became Rahu, while the torso acquired a serpent’s head and became Ketu
2) Since the asura had actually drunk the nectar, he did not die,

he became a half-deva!

3) There is a a vedic mantra to propitiate each planet. The mantra

for Rahu is:

sUL A2l A104dg Gl Aeigr: ALl sUL ARBAL YL |

“With what help will he come to us, wonderful, ever-waxing friend? With
what most mighty company?” This Sama is from Samaveda sambhita 1.139.

It is in gAyatr] Chandas with Vamadeva as Rishi. Originally addressed
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to Indra, it has been adopted for Ketu in later centuries.

¢
RA2L- AMR dlet- Adsnld 3us

HOIRYR SHe MUl B1ud 4y |

Hl-[ARA-Hg2-uR HyIAd-ABE-u2
AR-UL6-(RAd vl Adus-Yd Ay |

~

3 gAMLl Sl-RE- (A
setille-eLatel slel-tay-udild-i
RS- ALHR-MRRL ARIET- (FclltREl

ASLUE-512-51201 AsAAU-2oARRY |

HelYR 3 26 e - I take refuge in the great asura Ketu

AUAS dRY - he is a great shadow planet (1)

Hel [QRIA Hg2 42 - he wears a big charming crown

U ABE 42 - he wears auspicious (yellow) clothes

42 Uls (A 2vi - happily mounted on a human being as seat

A9 Yl AWY - he is friends with the newly created planet(rahu)

:%q'g $Q44 H[ABL - his vedic mantra commences ’ketuM kRiNvan’ (2)

si AR %¥[@- - he is an angry person and he hails in the line ot
the sage Jaimini

écid@ ™Rl - his favourite food is horse-grain (koLLu in Tamil)

slaL e UdllE-L - his flag is in the form of a triangle

L3S ALHR ML - He holds a parousal to Guruguha

RL €M (¥ 2URRRL - he is very good to people who had risen above
the sense of good and bad

ASBUE sl s8I0 - his actions include causing eclipses

AsUAY 24ALRBIY - he moves in a retrograde direction among the

planets

Notes:
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1) Rahu and Ketu are really not planets in the ordinary sense, but are

just the imaginary points of interchapter of the ecliptic and the moon’s

orbit. The ascending node is Rahu, the descending (crossing the ecliptic

from north to south) node is Ketu.

2) The ketu mantra runs as :

3 $QAAEd Uell Hul 24U |

Axeg(Gronaal Il - Rigveda 1.6.3

“Thou, making light where no light was, and form, O men, where form
was not, Wast born together with the dawn.”

This rik, originally addressed to UShas, has been adopted for Ketu

in later times.

3) In karnatic music, there are seven basic tAla-s (rythmic patterns),

and Muttusvami DikShita composed the first seven songs, one in each, for

the seven main graha-s. These seven pieces are remarkable not only for

their musical content, but also for their literary merit and the wealth

of information they exhibit. Though the last two songs, on the Chaya

graha-s, also go under his pen-name, Guruguha, there is a view that

these two songs are later-day insertions, probably by his disciples.

Translated, encoded, and proofread by KS Ramachandran
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