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Encoded and proofread by KS Ramachandran ramachandran_ksr at yahoo.ca

1 ero®mru:

&>~ QeroeTymaRsL i} HT6V- FHUTTRTH-SHHeu
e OTWeLpTEs HELMSevg €5 snvbasy srlursiucs |
STTUSTIE@D)SDE & SITSTUIS 6rolbam-FTrougiLcs
S TWelEIS €56 Tes b brmesiursl-Lleus’-8its |
eromyerolbl&y OISy LMCHT sroameny&lyeser &iTerenyDCmm
Semy-UTL-any & UonCHBT & e an-Com & s-sreuum*Csm
e OfleCrplg s eruea minCar Ceromiom & a3y am-uhlesm3in e
STTEs STnenmamSICa & 6Isy-srlisTua-r7&en

CleTVsTTIT - IOBL_MTesT-LOH ST TSLDEHE ClereT suTesT-eroeUeHLTSLOEH

LTy S ut-anf-angrSoeE LisS-psd-alsr@psnts |

e dmweprEs - Oh Sun God!
BCLTSeivgl 65 - salutations to you!
eeB&Sy - (you are) of pleasing appearance

Frlwureuls - O consort of Chaya devi!

SMTWSTTEESLs - you are the embodiment of The Primal Cause
and all Effects (1)
0838 lipemuus - you illuminate the whole world
erdlbam grutwas‘u6s - you are the Lord of the zodiacal sign Leo
< Tw efEg - learned men salute you
Cxen:suLy2Cs - you display spectacular brightness (2)
< Crm&iund’® L2evs® s - provider of good health and other benefits

eromyer LGy - you have affinity to the lotus
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WBligy - you are a friend

urewm - O Surya

srvamevg syt - of a thousand rays

siawervdemm - father of Karna

Semyuruamy - remover of evil and sinful deeds

&, uomCmrm - you are verily like Fire

& mE an Corgl’s - propitiated by Guruguha

erveuUm*GBm - innately effulgent

e OflenCrlg3s - worshipped by seers

e=gmnGae - you are the jewel of daytime

Ceromon gl &3ram ullam’oCaw - you are the leader of Chandra and
other planets

FHUymigFls - great men salute you

S euTEEEeas - you are witness to all actions in the world (3)

&lsigy eoligmuvel §&26w - your chariot is drawn by seven
fine horses (4)

Qeruery el Mg WHESFTSHLEE - you are identified with your core
mantra of eight syllables (5)

QervemeuTem sivelemUTSHLOEE - your body shines in golden hue

umyguo emfl emyrgoErs - you are identified with Brahma,
Vishnu and Shiva (6)

U's& (p&d elgremsotnr - you are dispenser of worldly gifts

as well as salvation.

Notes :

1 KaraNam is the Primal Cause, Mulaprakriti; everything born out of

it in succession is Karyam. The Supreme is both karanam and karyam.
sHeomenl_aur | sCs aummgmalvog | says Taittirlya UpaniShad.
2 Caxmeromoll CxHeevaf - Ramayana 6.107.15

3 geuCw GevmsHerumaPCerer  says Agastya, in Ramayana 6.107.21

4 The seven vedic metres - gAyatrl, uShNik, anushTup, brihatl, pangtl,

triShTup, jagatl - are the seven horses for the Sun’s chariot
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WY amwmuoeE hEEsm Boms: evlsn HamewrlsT aiankbs 65 e swin |
—Shrimadbhagavatam 5.21.15

5 Surya’s bija mantra consists of eight syllables. The mantra is &4’ ewef:

e 9T o &Psw @b | “The Supreme OM, the giver of brilliance, the impeller of
the universe, and the First Cause”

6 Pramiom-alesani-Utlel-sroeemL-amn(m & Wb

aub8s° g Lmeiugyd  says the dhyAna sloka of Sun God.

2 &psr:

TTas- oisromGeur® SM6V- FHUTTRTS LW
&5& 7D Lfey LDMBEN 6rom&i+-am(mh & W-6rg3m uotb |
@8 rme3-CeorsLmCsulg *a-gmerunid
@&’ Casm_Sunssomsrid HuoTayD
@& rT-e08anTs Tib euesTsrD HElun |
VOIS -GneTsifl-adlL, *awamrd Ul &85y asmrid

FSIT 0D D& B-F2HTID FpUMTSHTID
CeumigsGL_UTBWIBLD eIy TeserLoCBT-MBHLD

89150 GUPS BISTD eNHHEG & an-eusSTD
UDUTTRAIGD &5 aUgUDmUTEIS FamuT &b

D & & 158 TS T S TUIT STUTST ST
ShIGa CHULT DTG TS ST

uaisefiyb CyradlafiMusrsgyn

&6y Ute - Pray to Chandra,

wrmerv - O mind!

eI e & W evg (H'uod - he is as pure as the mind of the
virtuous persons

@& e’ CeursunCeuig s srruub - He is the consort of Tara (1) and
is praised by Indra and other gods

@il - he is soothingly pleasant

CoxmL3un seumatyio - wearer of the sixteen digits

navagrahakIrtanadikShitAra.pdf
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pluonsyo - the maker of the night

@islPym suBamra yip - brother of Goddess LakShmi

ev=gHm*&yd - he makes the herbs ooze nectar (2)

osluod - always (worship Chandra).

vuraissy Gwerefl el *egeand - he adorns Shiva’s crown

uis &Syewd - his rays are pleasantly cool

F&My*mb - he has four hands

s’ 255 - (he serves as) umbrella for Manmatha, the God
of Love (3)

GeurisCLuT Bwrd - he is the (left) eye of Vishnu (4)

ellym_ib 26BT mmEHL - he was born of the heart of VirAt puruSha (5)

aflgl*b - deva-s specially drink him (6)

&S D& - is friendly to the lily,

a5 & m& an eusgyd - is a face of Subrahmanya, who is the
preceptor of Brahma

vouomaislD - he is bearing hare-like marks (7)

&3epLg) vomuTEIS Tan-uTsTid - he received first a curse, and
then a boon, from DakSha prajapati (8)

VIS FHS MNST Sheuet Lipsmuo &gy - his body shines as
white as the autumn moon (9)

shsa CHWT anmy LGLTE’ G4 - he is bedecked with armband,
bracelet, necklace and diadem

uragey My he is inimical to the lotus

eymadest Lflw s7 &gy - he is adept in pleasing RohiNI (10)
Notes:

1 Tara is Brihaspati’s wife. She fell in love with Chandra and lived

with him for some time.

2 Moon is called Soma. Soma is the divine plant whose juice, also called

Soma, was the drink of the celestials, This led to regard Chandra as

the guardian of all beneficial plants. Shri Krishna says in the Gita:

Lens@pibl Qaerands:4 sromeur: Gerom@om L *seur yerongns: I Bhagavad Gita
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15.13 “I assume the form of Chandra, and sustain all vegetation”

3 Nights are dear to lovers, so Chandra is regarded as helper to the

God of Love

4 Vishnu sahasranama stotram goes further to assert that Chandra is a
manifestation of VishNu himself. Compare the names chandrAMshuH (281),
shashabinduH (283) and somaH (503) there.

5 At the time of Creation, Chandra was born from the heart of the

Primal Cause. &5&°yiom wrBCerorm sors: - PuruShasUkta.

6 eICUTCasaT SUUHE FHD U - S FEHTUT eLLTE>

wrerv=gm, 1-3-13
7 The visible blemish in the whiteness of the moon’s disk is referred
to by poets as a hare
8 gIShpati or glrpati literally means a learned person. Here the
reference is to DakSha prajapati, whom Lord Narayana Himself addressed
once as Brahman -Learned one. (ShrimadbhAgavatam, 6-4-46) DakSha
gave twentyseven of his daughters in marriage to Chandra. Chandra was
inordinately fond of only one of them, RohiNi. On a complaint from the
neglected wives, DakSha cursed Chandra to lose all his sixteen digits.
Later pacified, DakSha allowed him to gradually lose, and then gain,
his lustre in the span of a month, every month.
S FBUTTUTES CerumSBELSWSTISTEN™ Waknslogs Tanmral’s: |
Um: Lyenméiw b Geromin: &eurm vl @etw &Pam: I

- ShrimadbhAgavatam 6-6-24
9 The poet compares the whiteness of Chandra to itself!
10 RohiNI is Chandra’s favourite among the 27 wives who are the

constellations (nakShatra-s) Ashvinl, Bharanl, krittikA, etc.

3 SmsTys:

TTEss- erorylg FHT6V- FFHUTTNME eHLS

SIRISTrSDIFUTbwantd eIESTUINSMBOEST D

3

ORI eTeUMyLD L4Bl@Lmyn eumyd euryw |

U3 s Ty &G eag lem VI8 &s FTUTwEUSID
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TeHSTRISD [HSTLLATTERS D U16&UTdeus T
36D SLP& 6D DEheg=6T ST SFLS 6D
3

LDMBI&
RIS 6T ST WS Coas SIS b &CTTSSms D |
Smmeen=rCealsid ks suLblsalsvsrOlsald S
S Taflrs D LTSEH SMIeD J&S5EmSTD
& B EHPED LSS WBTS S STD
&6 10weTsT 8153 M & an s LT amenEIs Tanur Sy
UMEIFBES T & BOSTD U6 Ben a6 &b
RS AsVSESID Fgif‘Roglaldsyn I

SIS rED opugwrdl gend - 1 take refuge in Kuja (1)

6UTTD eumyld - again and again

alBs <Utfe oF WHEST D - he is very valuable (helpful) to those who
approach him

orisem eurlb - he presides over Tuesday

L4l @wryb - he is the son of Mother Earth (2)

(i risT y& - he resembles a golden pot

Gey 6lm undls Friowd‘ugio - he presides over the zodiacal

signs Aries and Scorpio (3)

Fé&STRISAD - his body is red in colour

TeSTIOLSTE? &b - he wears a red cloth, and the like

Uu& gl uTdev H4rd - he holds a mace and a trident

g sTdb - is auspicious

&L &%emb - has a handsome neck

DEhe™6T ST LG W&Semd - his two feet are quite charming

3

origs’eT sTiws - bestower of auspiciousness

Ces grmisid - he rides a goat

D&T 2 &G kies

b - Makara (Capricornus) is his exalted house (uchcha).

smimeu eoey Cevalsid - he is worshipped by devas (gods) and asuras
(demons) alike

DS 6uiblg elevedls audsyd - he sports a charming smile

siraflipsin - graces (devotees) with real estate
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Lrm&(m smysb - he promotes good brotherhood

785 eHSyL - has red eyes

&% pamealb - protector of the afflicted

LAl ees WBTs? Cseudrib - he is worshipped in the town
Vaithlsvarankoil (4)

SlPa0weTsTs)” & mE an sLTame SiES Tan Urgyb - recipient of
grace and blessings of the vast assemblage of gods as well
as guruguha

UTEl #66°7 & (% By - he is friendly to Sun, Moon and Jupiter

Um4erolon b erueHen & - has a charming wife

OTEHIVG? ameivg &&rb - appears cute with hands resting on his knees

F&IMY*emL - he has four arms

918 eFG Sy - he is quite fantastic.

Notes:

1 he is called a NgAraka or simply a NgAra because he looks like a heap

of lighted charcoal.

2 He was born out of a drop of sweat from Shiva in meditation which

fell on the earth. Mother Earth nurtured it to become a graha. So he

has come to be known as her son Bhauma, or Kuja

3 Mantreshvara indicates the presiding planets for the 12 signs:

QUET*CIoT UT=&TLPC S H &I eru O LUTUBlegT: UTe& Ty eSaun & em:

s 5 G m: Sréwan s&52sT: Ceawrg grutuveuyt: | phaladlpika 1.6

4 An ancient town near Sirkali in TamilNadu, India

4 Pa
e - BTLGreEed  Smev- BiIrRe s’
LP&4omuorwimbl sngsn
everalBISD FHS TSTTTen D |
WP otembiCaus’ s Leueamritorsisb
DG T SaNSTLITS D anmswsnbLgs D |

navagrahakIrtanadikShitAra.pdf
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BRGNS LFID & BE APST S S
SR6UlaTD LD6ST-LD (&L -y -6 8w, y-
SHSEDS SHTaid oM WSy s-
SHWTSHUD LS SHESFD BLLDETOELD
Srisympoalsd Sl asrslrasb
ITRISTLtESallsn snsm mhs snahsn

LPs4b uuogwmhl evgsid - I take refuge in Budha always

e edmsd - he is lauded by the devas

&&°y SMYT eegd - he is the offspring of Chandra and Tara

LPs* syems: GeudlPsib - he is understood by learned men

Li‘enoeenry: Come sib - is appreciated by great scholars (1)

gy &alsm Lysib - bestower of fine poetical talents

emmsw evbug b - his accomplishments are praiseworthy

GG 6o & ydlb - his saffron-coloured form is splendid

& mEan Wws® &M S - whose form delights Guruguha

&R oeuflawd - is inimical to Kuja

el LG anTy CHWT ShssEys” Sab - he is adorned with
a crown, necklace, armband and bracelet made of gems

SLEWST Dg%F SEWrsH ub - he presides over the lovely
zodiacal signs Gemini and Virgo

Yehvgas &y - he has a book in his hands

pUWevasD - he is genderless (2)

Ssy ;F wablsd - highly respected by the servant class

HeolVexns)? paMsib - he is blemishless

UTRisy U*és afle - very helpful to the devotees of Shiva (3)

evgTEHS° evalsd - ever revelling in bliss.

Notes:
1) budha literallly means a learned person
2) Ketu, Budha and Shanaishchara are genderless.
&eSum:3 Cag-LP s seg:, says phaladIpikA, 2.27
3) The Tamil saint jnAnasaMbandha asserts in kOLarupadigam that
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devotees of Shiva have nothing to fear from the navagrahas.
For, towards such devotees, these graha-s not only refrain from
exerting evil influence, or just remain neutral, but are

positively helpful.

5 Um amevug):
TES- Tl FHTev- Suormng) Sifly

CPm anevuls sTrmues Lirannmrts BewrSsvug €5 |
wanmLley aNeum* &536isLes LoEhe S EITBETSLCS
Camrs& rm & LTerfls -6 65 s e s -alEs-8540ts |
SUETETTWALITL 6USHT ST UTLI*60 ST 085851y G
ITSP-auTelE UHCITH* HF-0B UG- 0m-H60USETT
Lmi-& & an-evbborsl’s usr-sme & p-uhes
LT &13-8 & eumifl-aUm &5-6106LlemU-LIT STUDS & WT-6r0lBESHT
BIFTLWIW [ SIST&Her Birmk@Guomu elluted-LT &eir

BT EhBTW Litaup-Cumtésey BiFbuomw wanr-Ursmsey

CPm amev€s sTymu€s - O Brihaspati, the consort of Tara

(Pyamin &mE€s - born of Brahma

BCLTSeivg 65 - 1 salute you.

weamrlsv - you have great strength

elGum* - O master

836165 - Lord of speech and writing

EHh™ HEMBE uHCs - you preside over the lovely zodiacal
signs Sagittarius and Pisces

Camis e’ o Ltedle <w&m e - you are venerated by Indra and others

orgteund’® elme &406s - your intellect has been praised by
Vishnu and others (1)

ero=gmEmTW eurw - the best preceptor of the gods

6UT &H* - you hold a mace in your hand

uTTL* eugmgewr - you are endowed with auspicious features
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o838 ST ¢y - you are a Teacher for all three worlds

orTe)’ aursllg - you are ever young

91&6yTEH* - you never become angry

s& ;Ba - you are the father of Kacha

<utifle mp HeousCym - you are verily the kalpaka tree for all who
approach you

Lrmfl & m@& an eubGorgl’s - you have been appreciated by Shiva
and Guruguha

ysrsmys - you promote good offspring

83w L3BesT - you are a friend for all poor people

upr&?® egeumfl eund sveuemll - you are the embodiment of the four
stages of speech starting with parA (2)

ugsmuugs - you illuminate people’s intellect

& wredlBesm - you are full of compassion

Blyrowrw - you are never afflicted by any illness

B8 srgey - you are the author of a Treatise on righteous Conduct(3)

BiFdiguomw - you cannot be controlled

afluteu L*T&6y - you are the saviour of all living beings

BIFEhemmIw - you are pure

Lteurs Cum&s&ery - you enjoy yourself in the world

wiybuoTw - you are whole

emT LrsT&ey - you are a great provider

Notes:

1) Shri KriShNa says in the Gita:

LBym&*eromd & (p&2wib b allds & uris? (3 m ansoudn | 10.24
“Know thou that among the great preceptors, I am Brihaspati”

2) the generation of speech (vAk) consists of four stages, parA,
pashyantl, madhyamA, and vaikharl. parA is the dormant stage in the
mUIAdhAra. When this kArana bindu rises to the level of the navel

it becomes kArya bindu. This stage is pashyantl The next stage is

madhyamA, when it further rises to the level of the heart where it
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acquires discriminatory content and is more oscillatory. When finallly

it emerges from the throat /mouth and becomes audible sound, capable of
representation by alphabets, we have the vaikharl. According to Rig Veda,
people are ignorant of these four parts and think that only the fourth

part is speech:

FHeufl eursURBIST ST B SrEl alg rilrranney Cw wregemr: |
& ant sfadl Hlafsn Crrs uns sifwn eurter wremwr eug’hes 1| 1.164.45 1l
We can also recall here nAma-s 366-371 of LalitA sahasranAma

upm UFSweASenur Lutwhe Lpesieust | wgiunr meusiferur.. .. |
3) Internal evidence for the existence of such a Niti ShAstra is found

in a reference made by the third century poet Parimelazagar, in his

commentary of the Tamil classic TirukkuraL..

6 uTraETy:

&S LpuTe ST6v- & am_Song) o

UBUTeSILtS aBSD EHSWITE enBESSD &8 SS0mERD |
Cam UTES&FLI4E a5 Lor-

LOTUT=LIT6VW 61(T 615 &l60IT-

S0 &’ SwaesTues v

CHUTAUSL_Tandns&CHSTD SIFLSLD SlelsTamsrn |

aNbUTES-a186nErT (B> -G Uom-aIumaih SiesL_alre b

&6l SeTSI-STI&HD Fal-Bifenr-@ [mH-meauflarid
EEUMLDUT-CamTT-&5>Cr & & T @) &513-eUrm G T8 S LomaLsnoly-eroLo Gu
QUGG E &1 F-610618 Tt ST-6LIT -85 & T-eL60-S TS H T Cewar
SIfIDUTTDUT-61%61% L WILDEDUTIF T eUSSTLOUT-UMIflenT &mibu-

Camiugmbuo-greburss-srysb Frauirsih & me anws o |

UUTeE) s b s EbsWTdl evbssd - 1always meditate
upon Shri Shukra BhagavAn

6TU&EH6L HHHeUMeEHD - he is the repository of all Truths (1)

Cam vtesyuseus - O Lord Shukra !

navagrahakIrtanadikShitAra.pdf 15



5m$3rj@j$@’gyu_l: @ggjema_lrrlﬁ]gg'a%@lg;aﬂgaﬂgj

LOTD @LuT= Umeow - please protect me now

6l 6% Glevmsuu- you preside over the zodiacal signs Rishabha
(Taurus) and TulA (Libra)

o5 5w afesmsuu - you are the preceptor of the asuras

CHUTEL SHL_Tae-gH-6HSTLD - By the grace of Mahavishnu, you
have one eye left (2)

FIf sy - you wear a crown

S*alsT &T3&Irlb - your body is white in colour

aTlibundl eugeng-2 (H3& uom-elumso - your share in the udu
dashA system (3) is twenty years

3b - you have beneficial ashta varga

OB aITsH
salllb - you are a great poet (4)
FHEMST SHMJHLD - you promote happy matrimony
7l BTy m-smeuflamid - you are inimical to the Sun and the
ever-young Brihaspati
Beumibun Camny &Cr&smens)® aufamssin siaieny snlw - at the time you
are in the parts (varga) of the orbit known to be your navamsa
hora, drekkANa, and vargottama (5)
AET 2 88 BE e lHmesr arbasns T csusMestan - and in
exalted and depressed positions, own house, pivotal and
mulatrikona positions (6)
SfbUTMbUT a6l 2WIbUT SFTeusTbuT LmMlemSmibun C&sm3Lymibun -
and if they belong to the groups of parts known as trimshamsa,
shahtyamsa, etc (7)
gren Qwnss’ &ysb - you promote conditions for kingship (to
the person)(8)
prebwliys D - you bestow kingship.
G B&an Ws3b - you give great happiness to Guruguha.
Notes:

1) Like Brihaspati, Sukra is also a highly learned person. He and

Brihaspati were disciples of the sage angirA who is the latter’s

16 sanskritdocuments.org



EEDJSSSU@SS@"@')U_IZ @ggmmn@fﬁg@mgaﬂ@

father. The kacha-devayani episode in Mahabharata revolves around the
mrita-sanjivini mantra that Sukra knew but Brihapati did not!
2) The reference here is to the Vamana avatara- Mahabali episode.

3) Humans, from birth to death, are under the influence of the planets in

varying intensity. In the Ududasha system, the major periods (in years) of

influence are: Surya-6, Chandra-10, Kuja-7, Rahu-18, Brihaspati-16,
Shani-19, Budha-17, Ketu-7 and Shukra-20.

4) He is the celestial kavi. Later Valmiki became the Adikavi in

the world. Shri Krishna pays the highest compliment to Sukra when
he declares that among the foremost poets, He was verily Shukra
safmErpuopT sall: I (Bhagavad Gita-10.37)

5) From hereon DikShita launches into jyotiSha shAstra. Popular
belief ascribes to Sukra the ability to bestow outstanding

prosperity. (Sukra dasha). DikShita enumerates circumstances
when Shukra bestows unlimited benefits. These technical terms are
explained in treatises on Hindu Astrology, like in Prithuyashas’
HorasAra and Mantreshvara’s PhaladIpikA. The ecliptic is divided
into 12 equal parts called Rasi-s, the first part, starting from

the First Point of Aries being Mesha. The Rasis are subdivided into
equal parts, called amsa-s, in several ways, each way being called a
varga. If divided into two, we have two hora-s: if subdivided into
three parts, each is a drekkana. Navamsa is obtained by dividing a
Rasi into 9 equal parts, Trimshamsa 30 parts (subgrouped into 5, 5,
8,7, and 5 degrees in one of forward or reverse order), shashtyamsa,
60 parts. Other modes of division are also possible. Saptamsa,
dashamsa, dvadashamsa, and Shodashamsa arise when dividing the rasi

into 7, 10, 12, and 16 parts. And so ons.

And there are rules to identify the Lords of these parts. If a
navamsa bears the same name as that of the Rasi from which it arose,

it is called a vargottama.

6) For purposes of fine-tuning predictions, some special parts of

navagrahakIrtanadikShitAra.pdf
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these Rasi/amsa-s are named as Vakra, Uchcha, Nicha, SvakShetra,
Varakendra and Mulatrikona for individual planets. For example,
for Shukra, Uchcha in Mlna, Nicha is Kanya, SvakShetra is Tula 6
deg to 30 deg, and Mulatrikona is Tula 0 deg to 5 deg.

7) It is possible that a planet is in more than one varga.
Parijatamsha is attained when the planet obtains 2 varga-s;
Gopuramsha, with four varga-s; Airavatamsha with nine varga-s,

and so on.

8) Enumerating the various planetary positions for Rajayoga forms
an important chapter in every work on astrology. For example,
Phalaladipika (7-15) says: “If Shukra and Guru are in Mina, Shani

in uchcha, Kuja aspects Chandra, and Lagna and Surya are in Mesha,

the person will be King owning a vast army....”

7 UIeBUTE]:

Ir&3- WgPGeosTibeuT &t FHTeo- BTy s g8

FPUTST-SETDD VIMBIISETD &*T&TD euhESSD FBstwSann |

LteumbLP-Bl0&6m* MBI B-SBIBID LAURSTD i8)-&emi-U2eus o

LFQUT S UD-G LT So-UM ST -LLAG -GS SIDGTD HSUTW-rTeUt-Lteug i |

ST6ON EhDB-STHEH-|SHS-CH and STev-6r08amT & Tid ST &-aImamid
15 6VITLDUT 8- {613 LI-LOMEVIT6LI(TR SLD [6 6V-1J &I5-L,*61% 608 60MI& () &LD
LOTEOIB-EISD & (BE& Q- HD W&T-GLU-TTufl- BTs D Seo-
0 &e0-BTASTHE-& L-Uflub &3 WT-6neGmé-6rom & b MIFLAwD
&ev-g a_3-Ufllfg 3&-omEIb STBSTTS2-L2e08°-&TeS FHIb
&M6v-F&T-CLAG -EGT-UMEID SH60L%5-amwm-65°%aT-sndmin

eVHSHD FHHCW amd - I meditate constantly on
UIBUTETD &1 eumsy SETmWL - Shri Shanlshvara, the son of Surya (1)
LiteuribLy Qg6 Ml m-eommmmid -In those who are immersed in the

ocean of worldly life
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Ltwrisy - he strikes terror

218 &emy Leugib - (and) dispenses terrible consequences

L4eUMBUD SLTae UTST Wi U*EsSlosrd - (on the other hand,)
on those devotees of Lord Shiva who are blessed by His grace

Sigliow uTeL L2eustb - he bestows exceptionally good things

SHTeVTEhmB &S WS €5 ann - he is sparkling dark in colour, like
the eye liner pigment

&mevenCanms b - he is brother of Yama, the lord of Death (2)

srassutamd - he rides a crow (3)

6 6VMLDUT™& - LjeisLI-omevm-6l(h’'SLD - he wears a blue dress and a garland
of blue flowers

15 60~ S1B-LL, *61%: @0 6LMhIG (' HLD - and is decorated with ornaments made
of blue gemstones

redlB-EIsD - He is worshipped by mAlinI (4)

& mE& an-wa1sb - he gives pleasure to Guruguha

D&F-GWUt-Frull-Brg2n - he presides over the zodiacal signs
Capricornius and Aquarius

Flov-an Gev-16Infl&-ibB-8 U-Uflwih - - he has great liking for
sesame oil lamp and sesame seeds mixed rice

SAwm-enegmé-eronss g - he is an ocean of compassion (for his devotees)

wiTutwd - he is fearless

&revg el _3-Lifilfiq 3&-sommitb - he bears a wound on his legs inflicted
by Yama,’s cudgel (5)

&Mblgnies’lons -smots b - he is verily the divine Kamadhenu while
dispensing favours to devoteees

&ev-&&7-6Lts>-AsrumEId - he has the capacity to break the
Wheel of Time (6)

seollg-amiwmts al-evdmib - he is the son of ChAyA devl

Notes:
1 shanaishchara is so called because he is slow-moving. Note that Saturn

takes more than 29 years to go round the Sun once. For this reason he
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is also called Manda. In Naishadha mahAkAvya, the poet advocates this
as the reason for Shani’s late arrival at Damayanti’s svayamvara.

2 Yama was the son o Surya by the first wife saMj nA devl

3 Many texts declare that the eagle (gRidhra) is Shani’s vehicle.

4 mAlinl is a favourite mantra metre of Shani. In Mahabharata, during
exile, Draupadi mentions her name as Malini while seeking employment
in cognito. Probably she then prayed to Shani.

5 This happened when they were boys. This is the reason for Shani’s
slow movement.

6 The wheel referred to here is the cycle of births and deaths breaking

it is to attain Mukti (salvation)

8 pram=:
rress- proliu FHT6V- FHUTTNT S emHLIS
SOLOTTDWAMLD 6rOGT Fram=id e diu-ahs r-afdswun el m $-65°amn |
eroemeny®rd Crma&s-amyid srofumglP-154g-anyib
UTOTLIMENE-60=8 2SI UTDeuMLS -&*T-&STD |

STET-6UG B S5lq 2BLD SWITBITIT 6007 -5 (T (R)IT &5 17 - DIl &s 1D
FSIT*ld &>
FMoTEP-Bevalsvgrid Cam3Cg sty aid

UIE-UT S T-BS T -6 & an-enEesTeassramn

L 3&3Ca2L_melsiyemid

sl Sjamib sugm’ pram=b - I always remember RAhu
e OfTW &h&%T efdswwid - he is being aspected by Surya and Chandra (1)
el s 65 anid - he has a crooked body
erv=gmerv=md - he is a demon and also a deva (2)
Cyras® ampb - he drives away illnesses
erorLmg)’ 19485 amyib - he wards off fears from snakes and the like
uTOTUTeE enves2syid - he is happily seated on a shUrpa (a
bamboo plate in the form of a trapezium, called muram in Tamil)

trPsumys* H*7 sy - he holds a trident in is hands
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&meT euss B - has a frightful face
&g B - he is hard,

3b - his(fierce)looks melt into a

SITTBITIT 6007 -85 (T (609 -3 T &7 - LIS
compassionate glance due to the mantra commencing ’kayA naH’ (3)

F&Mfy*eb - he has four hands

&2 35 Ca2ngl® syamid - he holds a sword, a shield and like weapons

&iong)? Bev eustugrd - he wears a blue cloth and other garments
made of leather

CamiCng smuiyamd - he wears gomedaka-AbharaNaM ornaments laced with
gomedaka (gem) stones

vl UTeSy BT & mE& an evEesTes sramd - He is friends with Shani

and Shukra, and pleases Guruguha too.

Notes:

1) After getting the pot of nectar by churning the ocean with

asuras’help, the deva-s sought Vishnu’s help to prevent asuras from

getting their share. As Vishnu took on the enchanting form of a mohini

and started distributing the nectar to the devas, one asura sneaked in

between Surya and Chandra and partook a mouthful, before he was spotted
and struck down into two. The head and hands acquired a serpent body

and became Rahu, while the torso acquired a serpent’s head and became Ketu
2) Since the asura had actually drunk the nectar, he did not die,

he became a half-deva!

3) There is a a vedic mantra to propitiate each planet. The mantra

for Rahu is:

SWT BUISST SLlteuds’ earg engmielm’s:* evasr?l swr rudaslwr eim’ sm |
“With what help will he come to us, wonderful, ever-waxing friend? With
what most mighty company?” This Sama is from Samaveda sambhita 1.139.
It is in gAyatrl Chandas with Vamadeva as Rishi. Originally addressed

to Indra, it has been adopted for Ketu in later centuries.

9 Cagl:
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Tr&ss- ey FHT6V- FHUTTNTS emHLIS

anTen=rib CHgInand Lsmhl erlwurés ranid eurn |
3em-eueuG T &1~ 4rid

Br-LL2-shg? &b envmaslld Heuds yan-ush eoss2ih |

amT-aJl&IGT-DEL_-HTLD OIS

CHHID &(H oureLH-LoBSHMard &6rm&4-m e -ameadlpLd
GVSFHTE -t Gpamrid CoHTeaT -G aln-LIGT SIB0D
& mE an-erby-Liramd & amtamias- shl&TLAT LD

& raneEys’-sriwu-sryaind &Y ranTusneiu-eroehamharn

weamTev=gb EHgb anb Ltmmhl - I take refuge in the great asura Ketu
Fmuré yand euytd - he is a great shadow planet (1)

wanT aNFfsy G ST - he wears a big charming crown

3em ausugyTa® Grib - he wears auspicious (yellow) clothes

2

DRI
B 92 evg?sib eves2d - happily mounted on a human being as seat

2b - he is friends with the newly created planet(rahu)

oS Tan WG 6108
oD S(m el WwhESTamd - his vedic mantra commences 'ketuM kRiNvan’ (2)
HCrra* M&* enmblpd - he is an angry person and he hails in the line ot
the sage Jaimini
GSSS” Ltggaud - his favourite food is horse-grain (koLLu in Tamil)
Cammew el usmEIBL - his flag is in the form of a triangle
& m& an ey utyeawid - He holds a parousal to Guruguha
& o Comiay Mg uLtyamd - he is very good to people who had risen above
the sense of good and bad
& ranaw &)’ &miw sryewid - his actions include causing eclipses

& ranruseiw enghamflawd - he moves in a retrograde direction among the

planets

Notes:

1) Rahu and Ketu are really not planets in the ordinary sense, but are
just the imaginary points of interchapter of the ecliptic and the moon’s
orbit. The ascending node is Rahu, the descending (crossing the ecliptic

from north to south) node is Ketu.
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2) The ketu mantra runs as :

CHGID & weubBsHseal CuCuTT wTwr ELUTCs |

evpensitrarusm:? Il - Rigveda 1.6.3

“Thou, making light where no light was, and form, O men, where form
was not, Wast born together with the dawn.”

This rik, originally addressed to UShas, has been adopted for Ketu

in later times.

3) In karnatic music, there are seven basic tAla-s (rythmic patterns),

and Muttusvami DikShita composed the first seven songs, one in each, for

the seven main graha-s. These seven pieces are remarkable not only for
their musical content, but also for their literary merit and the wealth

of information they exhibit. Though the last two songs, on the Chaya
graha-s, also go under his pen-name, Guruguha, there is a view that

these two songs are later-day insertions, probably by his disciples.

Translated, encoded, and proofread by KS Ramachandran
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