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| FaHEhad: GETIfaafRid |

9
- ARTE Tel- agseifa-ga

T TAISEG o Grax BRI |
PRIPRUNHD SRIHDIND RAg-eafouc
SR ot Tet SRS Whefa-Pi |

IR o T eSO BT
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R T

RT- SR - IS e
T o1 I ATY-3d -G |
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T3, VISI-HAT-aR e
SfRT-HBIeR geTan 37er |
STgR-Afos-forayor offq-famu

TS HST-89 &UTaR
IS fORTUAA)- S+

fay gae-ft fafer-Toe-aa
qenTg fsufa-emrgas-ums

IREI DTG D-URI-TTH
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3 TP
AT i dTel- TGS Wah
AR YAPAR IR IR |
JgRe AY-grA-eafeafd
hIg TheRIS-ER 2Tfeh-9el-8R
TH®-SID-HY-gRe AaRIge |
ERUM-IS UTJ-PRS Th--13
E-R8rh gford-derTer-aa
RS- T3 e-Heremgs-a=
A-F5- - o AR -Gehooal
SITEer-g&d-fael Igyemfafd=T I

g g

RAT- AlegRIS  dlct- fHsromfa g
JYHTSRITH Had
SNERRRIERINGCLE
HER-plddT-Ue "1 1g-H+SH |
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TSR-h-&d TeM=<-AfgaH Il
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Y gEeyfd:
RT- 37310 ara- fasrmfa fBige
JEEI ARTU RIS FHISE o |
TEIee T Msqd Ag-ggR-ATeTd
TRrTRaTRd-grt Areranfe-faga-eid |
G- AHER UGN ST HI-TRI
SRIfe-afla 3rper da-siHd MMFAT-SH-BHedaRT
RIR-TE-FAICT YA-BHRS SH-I=e
RIS TATR-TTp -0 -Hep12Teh ST- el
R e frgemg fag- o
RS ga=1- e PR 781-ver ||

& I
- TRY dTel- WUSSITid 31

SAIeh-ATe= RITITH Heeld Hepel-aae |

& - ¥Ta -

A1 TeTd gudetl-

efter d-fRatucer

BHIAT-FETEB- fPRICER g |

feferf-acaRIg-gan-favim areen

AT BRT-SEBTOT - ST TR -

qepre-+1a-TaeH-aR- e g-A-FApIoy

Hetier-seaadRTadier-aTRSITdiar-
TYRIST-RSRINT-SBRE ISTUS ToIEeH I
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fEaTaR-TT5t eFaR ERAR Fad  favadse |
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TRUMIS-HT-HRUl FEYHI-FHATRUA ||

Encoded and proofread by KS Ramachandran ramachandran_ksr

at yahoo.ca

I I
RO-HRTE  dTel- ag&eifa-ga

I FAISEG O Grax BRI |
HRIBRUNHD SFICHDIND (8- T9TfeTd

SR ot ¥t STRIATTR-thete i |

IR 3 9 TeafaRor woRgr
FR-UTI-ER A TE-ASA-FIHAT

ARATT-ER-8RTH feh-Tfh-fIaRume i
JFIT - Oh Sun God!

'_-l":ﬁS?ﬂ d - salutations to you!
g~<X - (you are) of pleasing appearance
BREYd - O consort of Chaya devi!

PRIPRUTHD - you are the embodiment of The Primal
Cause

and all Effects (1)
ST PRI - you illuminate the whole world
&g eafema - you are the Lord of the zodiacal sign Leo
AR a9 - learned men salute you
?ﬁ[:@gﬁ - you display spectacular brightness (2)

navagrahakIrtanadikShitAra.pdf 5



| FgUEHad: T adiaRiad I

RIS Telg Pt - provider of good health and other
benefits

SIS AGE you have affinity to the lotus
- you are a friend

a9 - O Surya

HEHIBRUT - of a thousand rays

Eﬁﬁ'\‘ﬁf - father of Karna

PRAYER - remover of evil and sinful deeds
%K’W - you are verily like Fire

Tole T - propitiated by Guruguha
I - innately effulgent

ﬁ:ﬁ\_ﬂﬁ'@ﬁ - worshipped by seers

'\f[@qqﬁf - you are the jewel of daytime
IS 718 fagmor - you are the leader of Chandra and

other planets
&I - great men salute you
o arfaor - you are witness to all actions in the world (3)
feegaR Tury fA - - your chariot is drawn by seven
fine horses (4)
R el A= - you are identified with your core
mantra of eight syllables (5)
Hlqo! Teue - your body shines in golden hue
AR 8R &R - you are identified with Brahma,
Vishnu and Shiva (6)
'ﬂﬁF ﬂﬁF foaRome™ - you are dispenser of worldly gifts

as well as salvation.

Notes :
1 KaraNam is the Primal Cause, Mulaprakriti; everything
born out of
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it in succession is Karyam. The Supreme is both karanam and
karyam.

SSSAST ﬂéﬂ'l‘j}lTﬁ%]F[ | says Taittirlya UpaniShad.

2 IO o - Ramayana 6.107.15

3 IR ArHTIe says Agastya, in Ramayana 6.107.21

4 The seven vedic metres - gayatrl, uShNik, anushTup, brihatl,
pangtl,

triShTup, jagatl - are the seven horses for the Sun’s chariot
T3 TS THRUROT g8~ SaTeca |
—Shrimadbhagavatam 5.21.15

5 Surya’s bija mantra consists of eight syllables. The mantra
is ‘F{ﬁ:

FET e Sﬁ":[ | “The Supreme OM, the giver of brilliance,
the impeller of

the universe, and the First Cause”

6 STRIT-Tsu)-fele-Tey-gad

I T HIEDYH says the dhyAna sloka of Sun God.

T

FT- SR - IS e
I Sl A A1Y-3T-Hg9 |
SaTe-AlpUTeT S d-aRel
EReR INEIRICTENIGIN
SaRT-TEIeR geTas J1fer |
TSR -HIfos-fargmor effafeot

TGS HET- &[T
JSCIFT fARTUAT-SF

fay el faferers-aas
SNICRIEEIRRIIGUEEIE]

IRA R PTITSUBTIRTH
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FEHRERAGIER
ugaig Afeufifige<ags |

I~sH A9 - Pray to Chandra,

AME - O mind!

1Y ST FGY - he is as pure as the mind of the
virtuous persons

$*§II?2 APUTAST TR - He is the consort of Tara (1) and
is praised by Indra and other gods

gr—i - he is soothingly pleasant

WIS HATER - wearer of the sixteen digits

9@ - the maker of the night

ST FEIEX - brother of Goddess LakShmi

'\ﬂ?JI'I'CW - he makes the herbs ooze nectar (2)

31e™ - always (worship Chandra).

ISR Hifes ]%TEGFUT - he adorns Shiva’s crown

oftd faRui - his rays are pleasantly cool

TJYS - he has four hands

1849 - (he serves as) umbrella for Manmatha, the God
of Love (3)

a;,,%%T T4 - he is the (left) eye of Vishnu (4)

IEN[Fal I S - he was born of the heart of VirAt puruSha

)

ﬁ["g - deva-s specially drink him (6)

P9 A3 - is friendly to the lily,

fafer T8 994 - 1is a face of Subrahmanya, who is the
preceptor of Brahma

9T9TI§" - he is bearing hare-like marks (7)

TSUf SMUTIHE-UTH - he received first a curse, and
then a boon, from DakSha prajapati (8)

IR AGDT Gacs UPHIA TH - his body shines as
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white as the autumn moon (9)

hgUl av_? 8N l4@@' &R - he is bedecked with armband,
bracelet, necklace and diadem

UgSl RY  he is inimical to the lotus

Afeoht g a= TGN - he is adept in pleasing RohiNI (10)

Notes:

1 Tara is Brihaspati’s wife. She fell in love with Chandra and
lived

with him for some time.

2 Moon is called Soma. Soma is the divine plant whose juice,
also called

Soma, was the drink of the celestials, This led to regard
Chandra as

the guardian of all beneficial plants. Shri Krishna says in the
Gita:

gty <tweft: Haf: AE T [FH@: | Bhagavad Gita
15.13 “I assume the form of Chandra, and sustain all
vegetation”

3 Nights are dear to lovers, so Chandra is regarded as helper
to the

God of Love

4 Vishnu sahasranama stotram goes further to assert that
Chandra is a

manifestation of VishNu himself. Compare the names
chandrAMshuH (281),

shashabinduH (283) and somaH (503) there.

5 At the time of Creation, Chandra was born from the heart
of the

Primal Cause. T=GHT A-GT STd: - PuruShasUkta.

6 fI9mTT faf=T T GRI: - STFRDIL AR, 9-3-93

navagrahakIrtanadikShitAra.pdf 9
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7 The visible blemish in the whiteness of the moon’s disk is
referred
to by poets as a hare
8 glIShpati or glrpati literally means a learned person. Here
the
reference is to DakSha prajapati, whom Lord Narayana
Himself addressed
once as Brahman -Learned one. (ShrimadbhAgavatam, 6-4-
46) DakSha
gave twentyseven of his daughters in marriage to Chandra.
Chandra was
inordinately fond of only one of them, RohiNi. On a complaint
from the
neglected wives, DakSha cursed Chandra to lose all his sixteen
digits.
Later pacified, DakSha allowed him to gradually lose, and then
gain,
his lustre in the span of a month, every month.
ST, AISTIIRIRG JERI: |
g UTE O AM: dell o &Ry T i

- ShrimadbhAgavatam 6-6-24
9 The poet compares the whiteness of Chandra to itself'!
10 RohiNI is Chandra’s favourite among the 27 wives who are
the
constellations (nakShatra-s) Ashvinl, Bharanl, krittikA, etc.

10

3 J§RD:
- RIS dTel- TSI wuh
AR YAPAR IR IR |
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JEREISg AmRIeafeyfc

THTS IHIRIGER ARRYTER

T PrYITe HYBRDIG0

HFRSIPHEIYS HRIge |

PPN :

Rerd gforaaerTes
e gacIaTIusdTE

RIS CE-URI L P IREIETSCIE

NIENETICERCRECEIRIEIEEL Wl

IGRD HATH 38 - I take refuge in Kuja (1)
IR IRH - again and again
a9 AT ST AR - he is very valuable (helpful) to those

who

approach him
9g® dR - he presides over Tuesday
'{fﬁ[ W - he is the son of Mother Earth (2)
HEFR’U}? - he resembles a golden pot
oy E‘l_'@'cﬁ 9IfIUfd - he presides over the zodiacal
signs Aries and Scorpio (3)
Q?h"l?' - his body is red in colour
THRIG &R - he wears a red cloth, and the like
afh 9T &R - he holds a mace and a trident
‘:1335 - is auspicious
@+ Te5 - has a handsome neck
H3os X W - his two feet are quite charming
dg® S - bestower of auspiciousness
oy Q& - he rides a goat
HPY 3§ - Makara (Capricornus) is his exalted house
(uchcha).

navagrahakIrtanadikShitAra.pdf 11
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12

EIGERSS AT - heis worshipped by devas (gods) and asuras
(demons) alike
g O fAafa a5 - he sports a charming smile
eRUfITE - graces (devotees) with real estate
g ®BRD - he promotes good brotherhood
Wh 5 - hasred eyes
RGN protector of the afflicted
‘Iﬁlﬁ JTT 85 - heis worshipped in the town
VaithlIsvarankoil (4)
feeitens TOTE hCT& 3TJI8 U - recipient of
grace and blessings of the vast assemblage of gods as
well
as guruguha
A T T0 (43 - he is friendly to Sun, Moon and Jupiter
HNEHTT W - has a charming wife
ST &% = - appears cute with hands resting on his
knees
IgYS - he has four arms
aifd fafaq - heis quite fantastic.

Notes:

1 he is called a NgAraka or simply a NgAra because he looks
like a heap

of lighted charcoal.

2 He was born out of a drop of sweat from Shiva in meditation
which

fell on the earth. Mother Earth nurtured it to become a graha.
So he

has come to be known as her son Bhauma, or Kuja

3 Mantreshvara indicates the presiding planets for the 12 signs:
AT PRSI PR ATH:

TR QAR HHUT HICT: AWTRRTANERT: | phaladlpika 1.6

sanskritdocuments.org
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4 An ancient town near Sirkali in TamilNadu, India

I CE
RAT- AegRS  dlcl- fHsromfa sy
JEHTSRITH Had
R IR |
ECNECIE R RG]
HYRBIIATIG HEA RIS |
PR eI
oMU AfO-AHE-BR-BIR-
DHGUMSERU HHAIIR Y-
HATIEY JEADhDR AGHD
frgrormfed fhfeamrferfad
TSR IR Fer<dieaH |l

§f—i AT A - 1 take refuge in Budha always
YR A - heis lauded by the devas
I dRT Jdq - he is the offspring of Chandra and Tara
g4 S: T - he is understood by learned men
'{\ff\}i e - s appreciated by great scholars (1)
HER i U - bestower of fine poetical talents
Y&+ H¥USH - his accomplishments are praiseworthy
g A gfd - his saffron-coloured form is splendid
ToTE 95 34'@‘% - whose form delights Guruguha
ol dRUT - is inimical to Kuja
Hf01 Hpe BR HYR DFUINS &R0 - he is adorned with
a crown, necklace, armband and bracelet made of gems
PR fﬁfﬂ:f ST - he presides over the lovely
zodiacal signs Gemini and Virgo
Q&I PN - he has a book in his hands

navagrahakIrtanadikShitAra.pdf 13
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-'-lEJ','\‘:I'ci? - he is genderless (2)

fhgr S AR - highly respected by the servant class
fohfeamTia 2T - he is blemishless

ISR h fBd - very helpful to the devotees of Shiva (3)
HeM< Hiddq, - ever revelling in bliss.

Notes:

1) budha literallly means a learned person

2) Ketu, Budha and Shanaishchara are genderless.
SBIaT: h-geTdhaT:, says phaladIpikA, 2.27

3) The Tamil saint jnAnasaMbandha asserts in

kOLarupadigam that

devotees of Shiva have nothing to fear from the navagrahas.
For, towards such devotees, these graha-s not only refrain from
exerting evil influence, or just remain neutral, but are

positively helpful.

14

4 gEefa:
<FT- 313T0T arel- fasranfa Bge

JEEI ARTIC RIS FHISE o |

TETee T Tsqd AgergHTeTd
TRrTEATRd-grt Areranfe-faga-efd |
PR aFER JHAGT TA-FI-TRT
RIN-TE-FAICT YA-BHRS SH-I=e
RS- TeaTR -1 -aReY - ThI2Te ST-fwel
R e frgemg fag- o
RS Ya=- e AR 781-er ||

?{&Tﬁﬁ dRUd - O Brihaspati, the consort of Tara
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S ST - born of Brahma

:P:ﬁS?ﬂ d - Isalute you.

Heledel - you have great strength

M - O master

Mfsad - Lord of speech and writing

"3 qufﬁ CICE . you preside over the lovely zodiacal
signs Sagittarius and Pisces

TeraTie SuTRid GTI?iﬁ - you are venerated by Indra and

others

BIGIS ﬁﬂﬁ i - your intellect has been praised by
Vishnu and others (1)

'\ﬂ?’lﬂ'l?j F - the best preceptor of the gods

I3 &R - you hold a mace in your hand

g[H T&UT - you are endowed with auspicious features

SUGER ﬁ - you are a Teacher for all three worlds

SRS afsia - you are ever young

AP - you never become angry

T b - you are the father of Kacha

3T T PedaRl - you are verily the kalpaka tree for all

who
approach you

ERTQ o708 TIfed - you have been appreciated by Shiva
and Guruguha

JADPRD - you promote good offspring

& gee - you are a friend for all poor people

RIS FITR d1ep F&R™Y - you are the embodiment of the

four
stages of speech starting with parA (2)

YPIIh - you illuminate people’s intellect

SAI=en - you are full of compassion

R - you are never afflicted by any illness

navagrahakIrtanadikShitAra.pdf 15
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16

i & - you are the author of a Treatise on righteous
Conduct(3)

ﬁ?%f%ﬂ'q - you cannot be controlled

ICER TR you are the saviour of all living beings

R - you are pure

ReChal M - you enjoy yourself in the world

R - you are whole

BT USH - you are a great provider

Notes:

1) Shri KriShNa says in the Gita:

WG 9 9= A7 [ uref geeufad | 90.2¢

“Know thou that among the great preceptors, I am Brihaspati”
2) the generation of speech (vAk) consists of four stages,
parA,

pashyantl, madhyamA, and vaikharl. parA is the dormant
stage in the

mUIAdhAra. When this kArana bindu rises to the level of the
navel

it becomes kArya bindu. This stage is pashyant] The next stage
is

madhyamA, when it further rises to the level of the heart where
it

acquires discriminatory content and is more oscillatory. When
finallly

it emerges from the throat /mouth and becomes audible sound,
capable of

representation by alphabets, we have the vaikharl. According
to Rig Veda,

people are ignorant of these four parts and think that only the
fourth

part is speech:
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FeaTR AR vt aif fagsteron I 7=ifyor: |

e A0 fAfEar Agaf Qo ara A= aef=l 11 9.9€.8.84
Il

We can also recall here nAma-s 366-371 of LalitA
sahasranAma

IRT TR ReUT 9=l IS | HEHT &Ny, .. |

3) Internal evidence for the existence of such a Niti ShAstra is

found
in a reference made by the third century poet Parimelazagar,
in his

commentary of the Tamil classic Tirukkural.

& o
- |RY dTel- WUSSIIfd 31

Sfep T~ AT Fecid Hebolarasi |

& YT H-

HIHTerT gogetl-

efter Safgamey

BIATHCIADBH fPRICER GaBTH |

ferfa-aeeRIg-gan-farT et

TaT9T-BRI-S BRI TR -

PTG - IR -T- FADIOT

fHetier-wecadRTadier-aTRSTdeT-
TYRIST-SRINT-SHRE ISTUS ToIegeH I

=t SEZRICES] e H=d - 1 always meditate
upon Shri Shukra BhagavAn

Hehel gl - he is the repository of all Truths (1)

g HMIET - O Lord Shukra !

navagrahakIrtanadikShitAra.pdf 17
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18

q7 3 Y UTelT - please protect me now
EAl @?*ITY’JI{'TQT— you preside over the zodiacal signs Rishabha
(Taurus) and TulA (Libra)
o fEaeeT - you are the preceptor of the asuras
BT PHETE-Th-- - By the grace of Mahavishnu, you
have one eye left (2)
foheIC &R - you wear a crown
gdod Y - your body is white in colour
faerfa W—B@%ﬂ—w - your share in the udu
dashA system (3) is twenty years
318 R - you have beneficial ashta varga
B - you are a great poet (4)
®Hos DN - you promote happy matrimony
NE] W-%W - you are inimical to the Sun and the
ever-young Brihaspati
TareT BIRT SIS I 3TaR T - at the time you
are in the parts (varga) of the orbit known to be your
navamsa
hora, drekkANa, and vargottama (5)
ash 9 AT TIEF R AADI - and in
exalted and depressed positions, own house, pivotal and
mulatrikona positions (6)
f3ierier yeaieT QRTarTer UTRSATATeT MYRIST -
and if they belong to the groups of parts known as
trimshamsa,
shahtyamsa, etc (7)
RTT IR BHRSD - you promote conditions for kingship (to
the person)(8)
NISIYUSH - you bestow kingship.
ToT8 ga - you give great happiness to Guruguha.

Notes:
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1) Like Brihaspati, Sukra is also a highly learned person. He
and

Brihaspati were disciples of the sage angirA who is the latter’s
father. The kacha-devayani episode in Mahabharata revolves
around the

mrita-sanjivini mantra that Sukra knew but Brihapati did not!
2) The reference here is to the Vamana avatara- Mahabali
episode.

3) Humans, from birth to death, are under the influence of the
planets in

varying intensity. In the Ududasha system, the major periods
(in years) of

influence are: Surya-6, Chandra-10, Kuja-7, Rahu-18,
Brihaspati-16,

Shani-19, Budha-17, Ketu-7 and Shukra-20.

4) He is the celestial kavi. Later Valmiki became the Adikavi
in

the world. Shri Krishna pays the highest compliment to Sukra
when

he declares that among the foremost poets, He was verily
Shukra

DIFMT Did: 1 ( Bhagavad Gita-10.37)

5) From hereon DikShita launches into jyotiSha shAstra.

Popular

belief ascribes to Sukra the ability to bestow outstanding
prosperity.  (Sukra dasha). DikShita  enumerates
circumstances

when Shukra bestows unlimited benefits. These technical
terms are

explained in treatises on Hindu Astrology, like in Prithuyashas’

navagrahakIrtanadikShitAra.pdf 19
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20

HorasAra and Mantreshvara’s PhaladlpikA. The ecliptic is
divided

into 12 equal parts called Rasi-s, the first part, starting from
the First Point of Aries being Mesha. The Rasis are subdivided
into

equal parts, called amsa-s, in several ways, each way being
called a

varga. If divided into two, we have two hora-s: if subdivided
into

three parts, each is a drekkana. Navamsa is obtained by
dividing a

Rasi into 9 equal parts, Trimshamsa 30 parts (subgrouped into
5,5,

8, 7, and 5 degrees in one of forward or reverse order),
shashtyamsa,

60 parts. Other modes of division are also possible. Saptamsa,
dashamsa, dvadashamsa, and Shodashamsa arise when
dividing the rasi

into 7, 10, 12, and 16 parts. And so ons.

And there are rules to identify the Lords of these parts. If a
navamsa bears the same name as that of the Rasi from which
it arose,

it is called a vargottama.

6) For purposes of fine-tuning predictions, some special parts
of

these Rasi/amsa-s are named as Vakra, Uchcha, Nicha,
SvakShetra,

Varakendra and Mulatrikona for individual planets. For
example,
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for Shukra, Uchcha in MIna, Nicha is Kanya, SvakShetra is
Tula 6
deg to 30 deg, and Mulatrikona is Tula O deg to 5 deg.

7) It is possible that a planet is in more than one varga.
Parijatamsha is attained when the planet obtains 2 varga-s;
Gopuramsha, with four varga-s; Airavatamsha with nine
varga-s,

and so on.

8) Enumerating the various planetary positions for Rajayoga
forms

an important chapter in every work on astrology. For example,
Phalaladipika (7-15) says: “If Shukra and Guru are in Mina,
Shani

in uchcha, Kuja aspects Chandra, and Lagna and Surya are in
Mesha,

the person will be King owning a vast army....”

O TER:
RT- IGpABIENY el PSS U
fara-ael oFaR e Tad fmadse |
T 191-SHCT&-UTH- - HhA TeR™I-gH-Theter |
dA-FrfSrar-u-f Sa7-ger-arrR
PIA-Teh-NG-FoH-AT] Bfcad-SrT-Sd-ggq, |
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Iead fomdd 318 - I meditate constantly on

IR feamax FFLTTT - Shri Shanlshvara, the son of Surya (1)

Harg f4elt f9I-ST -In those who are immersed in the
ocean of worldly life

W - he strikes terror

arfa EQ Wele - (and) dispenses terrible consequences

T heTel I Yd ARRAAT - (on the other hand,)
on those devotees of Lord Shiva who are blessed by His

grace

arfderg Y Heicq - he bestows exceptionally good things

DHIATHA DIl gh € -heis sparkling dark in colour, like
the eye liner pigment

BIATRIGY - he is brother of Yama, the lord of Death 2)

PBIHATE - he rides a crow 3)

HIGTYD - GSI-HATAT-G - he wears a blue dress and a garland
of blue flowers

ﬁa-w—wagﬁ - and is decorated with ornaments made
of blue gemstones

Hifer1-gd - He is worshipped by mAlinI (4)

W—ﬂ@ﬁ - he gives pleasure to Guruguha

W—W—?’I’@f-ﬂ?j - he presides over the zodiacal signs
Capricornius and Aquarius

fA-der-AfSd-e=-<u-DR”F - he has great liking for
sesame oil lamp and sesame seeds mixed rice

SYI-GAT-FTR - he is an ocean of compassion (for his

devotees)

A - he is fearless

BTeTeUS-YRUIST-SIT - he bears a wound on his legs inflicted
by Yama,’s cudgel (5)

aﬁ]ﬁﬂT?fCIv_oﬁ-EﬁF-Téj - he is verily the divine Kamadhenu

while
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dispensing favours to devoteees
W—ﬂ?ﬁ—ﬁ?—ﬁqﬂﬁ - he has the capacity to break the
Wheel of Time (6)
ﬁ@ﬁ—‘c‘ﬂ'ﬂﬁﬁ—?ﬁ‘[ - he is the son of ChAyA devl

Notes:

1 shanaishchara is so called because he is slow-moving. Note
that Saturn

takes more than 29 years to go round the Sun once. For this
reason he

is also called Manda. In Naishadha mahAkAvya, the poet
advocates this

as the reason for Shani’s late arrival at Damayanti’s
svayamvara.

2 Yama was the son o Surya by the first wife saMj nA devl

3 Many texts declare that the eagle (gRidhra) is Shani’s vehicle.
4 mAlinl is a favourite mantra metre of Shani. In
Mahabharata, during

exile, Draupadi mentions her name as Malini while seeking
employment

in cognito. Probably she then prayed to Shani.

5 This happened when they were boys. This is the reason for
Shani’s

slow movement.

6 The wheel referred to here is the cycle of births and deaths
breaking

it is to attain Mukti (salvation)

¢ g
RT- I ISECRESIIRRSRET

ERIIE el g -aws-died fdpa-aed |
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IE-GhR TG - 8RR |
STf-9Ieh- -8 - TS eh_uT |l

TR 37187 Hal ?'Ig’ - TIalways remember RAhu

B_Ef T dI&d - heis being aspected by Surya and Chandra

(1

ﬁ% ég‘:[ - he has a crooked body

GGY. - he is a demon and also a deva (2)

& - he drives away illnesses

quffe WIfd & - he wards off fears from snakes and the like

Qﬂ'f'\q:f '\ﬂ@lib_{ - he is happily seated on a shUrpa (a
bamboo plate in the form of a trapezium, called muram

in Tamil)

T B dHH - he holds a trident in is hands

NI dG - has a frightful face

PHicd - heis hard,

BT -HOUN-TG-3UTE - his(fierce)looks melt into a

compassionate glance due to the mantra commencing

’kayA naH’ (3)

TgYS - he has four hands

st WeIfd @RUT - he holds a sword, a shield and like

weapons

TAIfQ T 98 - he wears a blue cloth and other garments
made of leather

THSHIRU - he wears gomedaka-AbharaNaM ornaments

laced with

gomedaka (gem) stones
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oI 9k A O T=IY IRUM_ - He is friends with Shani

and Shukra, and pleases Guruguha too.

Notes:

1) After getting the pot of nectar by churning the ocean with
asuras’help, the deva-s sought Vishnu’s help to prevent asuras
from

getting their share. As Vishnu took on the enchanting form of
a mohini

and started distributing the nectar to the devas, one asura
sneaked in

between Surya and Chandra and partook a mouthful, before
he was spotted

and struck down into two. The head and hands acquired a
serpent body

and became Rahu, while the torso acquired a serpent’s head
and became Ketu

2) Since the asura had actually drunk the nectar, he did not
die,

he became a half-deva!

3) There is a a vedic mantra to propitiate each planet. The
mantra

for Rahu is:

DT A YA el HGY: FRIT| AT AT T |
“With what help will he come to us, wonderful, ever-waxing
friend? With

what most mighty company?” This Sama is from Samaveda
sambhita 1.139.

It is in gAyatrl Chandas with Vamadeva as Rishi. Originally
addressed

to Indra, it has been adopted for Ketu in later centuries.
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] g
- IR qTel- TSI WU
TEGR e Tl BRIYE a9 |
R-Uto-feerd g Taus-gd |@ |
PRI~ EI0] HIUT-EaSt-UeTfepi
TRUNMIS-H-PRUl FEYHI-FATRU_ ||

HERR ﬁ 318 9ol - I take refuge in the great asura Ketu
IATIE ¥ - he is a great shadow planet (1)
9eT fafa HPC &R - he wears a big charming crown
g gETfG &) - he wears auspicious (yellow) clothes
R Uie ferd '\ﬂ'@ - happily mounted on a human being as
seat
LEPH {1?[ H9H - he is friends with the newly created
planet(rahu)
?Ri PUI 907 - his vedic mantra commences ’ketuM
kRiNvan’ (2)
g A SIS - he is an angry person and he hails in the
line ot

the sage Jaimini
PIIfC U - his favourite food is horse-grain (koLLu in
Tamil)
DIVT €T gaTfd - his flag is in the form of a triangle
TOTE MR W[ - He holds a parousal to Guruguha
o1 3 9T MR - he is very good to people who had
risen above
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the sense of good and bad
TEUIS BRI RO - his actions include causing eclipses
PRIESE '\Eifl'IﬁUP:[ - he moves in a retrograde direction among
the

planets

Notes:

1) Rahu and Ketu are really not planets in the ordinary sense,
but are

just the imaginary points of intersection of the ecliptic and the
moon’s

orbit. The ascending node is Rahu, the descending (crossing
the ecliptic

from north to south) node is Ketu.

2) The ketu mantra runs as :

BgH PUaIhcd YT T ST |
HYITeRSIA: | - Rigveda 1.6.3

“Thou, making light where no light was, and form, O men,
where form

was not, Wast born together with the dawn.”
This rik, originally addressed to UShas, has been adopted for
Ketu
in later times.
3) In karnatic music, there are seven basic tAla-s (rythmic
patterns),
and Muttusvami DikShita composed the first seven songs, one
in each, for
the seven main graha-s. These seven pieces are remarkable not
only for
their musical content, but also for their literary merit and the

wealth
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of information they exhibit. Though the last two songs, on the
Chaya

graha-s, also go under his pen-name, Guruguha, there is a view
that

these two songs are later-day insertions, probably by his

disciples.
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