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INTRODUCTION

A true Guru is an awakener. He arouses people
from their phenomenal ignorance. An Indian ritualistic
symbol of therousing adiety the priestis toring the bell
and wave the light of camphor which is called arati. The
ringing of the bell calls attention and the light turns
attention to the object of reverence When a Guru
writes @ hymn or apraise, the sound of it is like

blowing a horn or bugle or making a clarion call with
a conch or sounding a perctission such as of a kettle-
drum. What is sung, chanted or recited can also be
seen with one’s eyes and one can announce his re-
cognition of it in the words of his language. That is
like highlighting the imperishable sound. Narayana
Guru was such an awakener.

The Guru acted both as a revealer and an awakener.
He revealed to his votaries that one can express wisdom
and learn wisdom in one’s own language. So he has
written a number of hymns in his native mother tongue,
Malayalam. He also revealed to us that the parochial,
secretive aspect of a closed language can be substituted
with a language spoken by a grezt majority of people
or a language which has the status of a universally
accepted word-medium of great classics, such as
Sanskrit (Samskrtam). The Guru wrote several philo-
sophically significant and emotionally rich hymns with
great lyrical quality in Sanskrit language which can be
used for the erudition of scholarly people and the
spiritual upliftment of the devotionally minded. This
is the special s‘gnificance of his several works In
Samskrtam. He also rendered in simple Malayalam




1V

what was lying hidden in the Sanskrit scriptures such
as the Isa Upanishad, and also in a subtle way he has

given the gist of the most voluminous of all Upanishads-

The Brhadaranyaka Upanishad in his One Hundred

Verses of Self-Instruction (Atmopadeéa Satakam). The
Universal Prayer (Daivadasakam) of ten verses is a

masterpiece epitomizing the essential teachings of the
Upanishads. Like an architect of great precision, he

built bridges between languages like Malayalam and

Sanskrit, so that one could go from Malayalam to
Sanskrit and vice versa.

When great philosophcrs speak in terms of frater-
nity, Narayana Guru speaks of the need for the unity of
neighbourhood. Just as Jesus said, "‘Love thy neigh-
bour as thyself’*. Narayana Guru also exhorts, to care-

for one’s neighbour. Guru’s neighbours were the
Saivite Naiyanirs and Vaisnavite singers of word
wisdom -Alvirs H= had a god recourse to the Tevaram
and also the Nalayiraprabandham of the Alviars. Both
Nayanirs and Alvirs sung their song-effusions in the
Tamil language. To show his great reverence to the
mother of Indian languages, he himself wrote the

Tevara patikangal in Tamil and translated from Tamil
the sacred Kural of Saint Tiruvalluvar This again shows
his literary craftsmanship to put bridges between

languages of neighbourhood.

Like the lighted lamp that is put under a bushel,
the Sanskrit and Tamil works of Narayana Guru still

remain unread and unrecognized because of the secretive
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use of lanquage barrier mainly of the script in which
they were written, Both the Malayalam and Tamil

works were printed only in the script of the Malayalam
language Now we are bringing out all the Sanskrit
works of Narayana Guru, printed in the Devanigary
script, so that all those who know Sanskrit in India
and abroad can read the original works of the Guru in
that sacred language. Hope this will bring rejoicings

in all.

Those who were hither to far from the Guru, can
now come closer to him because the original character
in which a work was written is hereby restored from
the obscurity of transcriptions in vernaculars. Such a
publication is sure to meet with the approbation of all
wisdom lovers. Welcome to the works of Narayana

Guru’'s sacred writings in Sanskrit.

Fernhill,
12-12-1992 GURU NITYA CHAITANYA YATI
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