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Abstract

Lord Rudra is the deity mentioned in all four Vedic texts at multiple places and in
multiple forms. Also, Rudra is highly admired in V&das, Puranas, and mythology. There
is a detailed section in praise of Rudra in the Krsna Yajurvéda (KYV) and Sukla
Yajurvéda (SYV) Samhitas and it is termed as the *Sri Rudram’. The Mantras/liturgies in
the SrT Rudram describe agriculture crops, plants, trees and botanical and agriculture
terminology. In Sr1 Rudram, one wild grass, seven cereal crops, four legume crops, one
oilseed crop, two creepers and 11 trees are revealed. These plants/trees and their
derivatives are the key for the ritualistic activities and their significance is described.
Yajia is the subject matter of entire V&da. The general requirements to perform Y ajiias
and Yagas are detailed. The crops mentioned in the Sti Rudram are being cultivated
even today for food and fodder. The present article elucidates the botanical facets of the
Sri Rudram with Mantras and their implications.

Trees and forests augment manifold the
beauty of the earth. They are the very
basis of human life and the biosphere.
Plants are one of Earth’s greatest
resources. They are sources of food,
medicines and materials with vast
economic and cultural importance. They
stabilize ecosystems and form the habitats
that sustain the planet’s animal life. In
Vedic texts, plants and trees have often
been considered as God themselves. The
Rsis in the Vajasanéyva Samhita (VS),
show immense respect towards the trees
and say one should have reverence and
devotion towards all eatables, grains,
medicinal herbs, trees, forests and
vegetation. One should hold trees/plants
in high esteem because they are an

indivisible part of our lives. Here below
are the important verses extracted from
the YV that are in praise of plants, trees
and forests.
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[| prthivya sam bhava vanaspaté $ataval$o
vi roha sahasravalsa vi vayagum ruh&ma
yam tvayagg svadhitistétijanah praninaya
mahaté saubhagayacchinnd raya ssuvirah
[|]- Taittirtya samhita(TS) 1-3-5.

The Yajurvéda classified trees into two
categories, called yapyamulu  and
ayiupyamulu. The ytipas are obtained from
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the trees Palasa (Butea monosperma),
Bilva (degle marmelos), Khadira (Acacia
catechu), Udumbara (Ficus racemosa)
and Nyagrodha (Ficus benghalensis) to tie
animals in Yagjiia and are called the
yiupyamulu. The rest of the trees are called
as ayipyamulu. My Salutations to huge
trees and these trees should grow with
innumerable branches, flowers and fruits.

R Y e TS e e T N et
qurg Ry aR UG EcaET T =g |

[| supippalabhyastvausadhibhya uddivagg
stabhanamtariksam prna prthivimuparéna
drgumha & t&€ dhamanyusmasT ||]- TS 1-3-
6.

My Salutations to the herbaceous plants
(medicinal plants), that are being kept at
the top of the yiipa for the plants to
develop more flowers and fruits and to
fully ripe.

[T gar=TTE RpEr AR |
[[namod vrksébhyo harikésebhyo
namastaraya namah|] — TS 4-5-8 and VS
16-20-20.

My salutation to the stately trees with
green tufts of leaves and pervasively
present in huge trees that are useful in
various ways.

In Vedic texts, plants and trees have
often been considered as God themselves.
The Rsis in the Vajasanéya Samhita
(VS), show immense respect towards the
trees and say one should have reverence
and devotion towards all eatables, grains,
medicinal herbs, trees, forests and
vegetation

[FgErERHe:... AfedqrRReYaage
g |

[[ namo vrksebho harik&sebhyah
rohitaya sthapatay® vrksanam pataye
namabh ||] — TS 4-5-2 and VS 16-20.

My salutations to Rudra who is the
provider and is omnipresent in the scared
trees like Palasa (B. monosperma), Bilva
(4. marmelos),  As$vat’tha  (Ficus
religiosa), Nyagrodha (F. benghalensis)
and also present in general trees.

Védas are infinite. Véda itself is Siva, and
Siva is Védam.

JERARAAIZ: || [| veda ssiva ssivo
vedah ]

The hymns of the Vedas contain
references to sacred trees and plants on
account of their being associated with
certain deities and also because of their
potent medicinal properties (Dymock et
al., 1893). The ritualistic, magical,
medicinal and secular significance of trees
is well documented (Sudarsana Sarma,
1989; Boddupalli and Ramasastry, 2018;
Boddupalli, 2019). Sthala Viksas (derived
from Sanskrit, i.e. sthala — place; vrksa —
tree) or sacred trees are found all over in
India. Trees have been praised in all
Hindu Scriptures, like the Ramayana,

Mahabharata Puranas etc., and many
rituals related to trees have even
continued to modern times. Many trees

find place with stories of Lord Krishna;
like the kadamba  (Neolamarckia
cadamba) is always seen with him in most
of his pictures. It is said that Lord Visnu
lives in peepal (F. religiosa), Goddess
Lakshmi in neem (Azadirachta indica),
Lord Siva in bargad (banyan tree) and
others. Even the Jain and the Buddhist
scriptures have named many trees as
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sacred and all Tirthankaras and Buddhas
are known to have attained enlightenment
under specific tree (Edwardes, 1922). The
worship of trees in India can be traced to
the Indus Valley Civilization, as clearly
indicated in the Indus Valley Seals.

Trees are considered as Dévatas (deities).
Dévata means one who keeps giving
incessantly. Trees have always been
beneficial to us and they possess the
divine qualities that qualify them to be
addressed as Dévatas. Trees in Indian
mythology and folklore are widely
considered as sacred and worshipped
across the country for their benevolence.
Indians believed that certain trees are the
abode of gods and goddesses. This is
emphasized in the Sr7 Rudram Mantras at
many places. Lord Rudra is considered as
‘Vanaspati’, means ‘forests and head of
forests’, indicating that He is in the form
of trees/forests.

Yajiia is the subject matter of the entire
Veda.  Yajiias and Yagas are being
performed as spiritual and scientific
approaches for the welfare of the people,
benefit of the society and for world peace.
It is almost impossible to perform Yajrias
and Yagas without using plants or trees
and their related products. Therefore, the
plants, herbs, shrubs and the trees
revealed in the YV are the vital elements
in performing Yajiias, Yagas, Homas and
Istis (Boddupalli and Ramasastry, 2015;

Trees in Indian mythology and folklore
are widely considered as sacred and
worshipped across the country for their
benevolence. Indians believed that
certain trees are the abode of gods and
goddesses.

2018; Boddupalli, 2019). For this purpose,
we pray Lord Rudra in the Sr7 Rudram
and plead Him to provide the
requirements to perform Yagjiias- as
Yajiiena kalpamtam (TS 4-7-5 and VS 18-
1), Yagjnéna kalpétam (TS 4-7-9) and
Yajiiena kalpatam (TS 4-7-10 and VS 18-
2). Many a times, Véda Samhitas do
provide the mantra, but the very minute
details and particulars are well explained
in the Brahmanas, Srauta and Grhya
Siitras or Purapnas. This means, the Yajiias
and Yagas are proposed in the Veda
Samhitas and the Srauta Sitras (Kashikar
and Dandekar, 1958) describe in detail the
procedures and on the requirements and
other aspects of the same. Similarly, at
many places in the Sr7 Rudram, the term
‘Vrksa® is mentioned, but the details
regarding the name and utilization of the
plant/tree products are provided in the
Srauta Sitras or in the Brahmana texts.

Rudra and forms in Vedas

Rudra is a deity of the Védic period. He
finds mention in the Rgvéda (RV).

RRUEEIERN PRI e B ISR
et et ot

- Y - -3 =

[| t€8 nd mitrd varund aryamayurimdrar
bhuksa marutd jusamta | namobhirva yé
suvrktim stdomam rudraya milhusg sajosah
II]— RV 5-41-2.

There is a detailed section in praise of
Lord Rudra in the Krspma Yajurveda
(KYV) and Sukla Yajurvéda (SYV)
Samhitas. The name ‘Rudra’ is mentioned
in all seven Kandas of the Krsma
Yajurvéda Taittirtya Samhita (KYV-TS).

He provides people with the best
education, grants wisdom, eradicates all
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There is a detailed section in praise of
Lord Rudra in the Krspa Yajurveda
(KYV) and Sukla Yajurveda (SYV)
Samhitas. The name ‘Rudra’ is
mentioned in all seven Kanaas of the
Krsna Yajurvéda Taittirtya Samhita
(KYV-TS).

sorrows, and ensures a comfortable life
for humans (Sundararama Sastry, 1969,
2012; Prasad Sastry, 2011). He treats the
physical and mental illnesses of humans
and cattle, alike and removes ignorance
(Raghunathachari, 1982). The mere
utterance of His name, ‘Om Namassivaya’
(TS 4-5-8), <can purify anything
(Shanmukha Sarma, 2012). This famous
‘pancaksari mantra’ occurs in the eight
anuvaka at the very center of the Rudra
Pragna. The 16™ chapter in the Sukla

Yajurvéda Samhita (SYV) and the 5™ and
7t Prapathakas of the 4™ Kanda of the
KYV-TS are dedicated to the ‘Rudra’ in
its entirety. The name ‘Rudra’ occurs 98
times in the RV, 113 times in the KYV-
TS, 22 times in the SYV, 4 times in the
SV and 45 times in the AV. In the Sri
Rudram alone, the name ‘Rudra’ occurs
18 times and the name ‘Siva’ occursl4
times in the Namaka Prasna (Table 1).

Rudra has two major forms, Ghora or
terrible form and Siva or auspicious form.
Quite often the name Siva and Rudra are
used interchangeably. Hence, Rudra is
one side and Siva the other side of the
same coin. They are not two, but the
same. The Taittiriya Brahmaa text which
interprets the Rudram states: “Rudra is
verily the fire. He has two forms; one
terrible, the other, auspicious.

Table 1. Frequency of occurrence of the names ‘Rudra’ and “Siva’ in the Krsna

Yajurvéda Taittirtya Samhita (KYV-TS).

Krsna Yajurvéda Taittiviva Samhita (KYV-TS)

Kanda 01 | Kanda 02 | Kanda 03 | Kanda 04 | Kanda 05 | Kanda 06 | Kanda 07 | Total
Rudra 28 25 17 26 19 12 157
Siva 04 01 03 08 - 03 62

There is a detailed section in praise of
Lord Rudra in the Krspa Yajurvéda
(KYV) and Sukla Yajurvéda (SYV)
Samhitas. The name ‘Rudra’ is mentioned
in all seven Kandas of the Krsma
Yajurveda Taittiriya Samhita (KYV-TS)

If man does Yajiia/sacrifice to Rudra by
chanting the ST Rudram, that man
pacifies the terrible form of Rudra”.
Hence Rudra is considered as a deity who
teaches the supreme knowledge (Moksa
Gyana) to all and whose energy flows in
everything.

Formation of Sr7 Rudram

The earliest hymns paying homage to
Lord Rudra is the Sr7 Rudram found in the
Yajurvéda (TS 4-5, TS 4-7 and VS 16).
The Rudradhyaya (colloquially Rudram
or Sri Rudram) occurs in all four
Yajurvéeda Samhita texts with minor
variations. Conventionally, Vedas are 3 in
number — the Revéda, Yajurvéda and
Samavéda. Yajurvéda is in the center of
the three Vedas. The Krspa Yajurvéda
Taittiriya Samhita (KYV-TS) is divided
into seven Kandas and the 4™ Kanda
forms the center of the TS. The Sri
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The earliest hymns paying homage to
Lord Rudra is the Sri Rudram found in
the Yajurveda (TS 4-5, TS 4-7 and VS
16). The Rudradhyaya (colloquially
Rudram or Sri Rudram) occurs in all
four Yajurveda Sambhita texts with
minor variations.

Rudram is in the center of the 4™ Kanda.
It is believed that those mantras that are
traditionally significant are placed in
the center in order to protect them.
These Yajurvéda hymns that have gained
particular importance are the ‘Rudra
Namakam’ (TS 4-5-1 to 4-5-11) and the
‘Rudra Camakam’ (TS 4-7-1 to 4-7-11),
which constitute the ‘Satarudriyam’ or the
‘Sri Rudram’ or  ‘Rudraprasna’.
‘Rudram’ occurs in all the original 100
branches (Sakhas) of the Yajurvéda, thus
giving rise to the name ‘Satarudriyam’.
[RTCRREIRY Ugdd Saii— Taoaidq | |
[| satésakhasu pathyate rudriyam -
Satarudriyam ||]

As Sri Rudram is prominent in all the

hundred branches ($akhas) of Yajurveda,
it is called the ‘Satarudriyam’.

Also, the term ‘Satarudrivam’ is revealed
at three instances in the KYV-TS.

| SRR ISTE ]| [ dhyayet
satarudriyam juhoti ||] — TS 5-4-3(9).
| W@h}v‘;ﬁﬁé@” [ any®@

Satarudriyagum hutva |[] — TS 5-5-9(40).

|feraTs ~Res T ?J"Glgé d)l [ sivanya
yacchatarudriyam juhoti ||] — TS 5-7-
3(11).

The popular name ‘Namaka Prasna’ is
due to the repeated utterance, 187 times,
of the word “Namah or Namo”
(salutation). Following this, the ‘Camaka

Prasna’ is chanted wherein the words “Ca
me” (meaning ‘and me’), repeated 338
times, hence popularly named
‘Camakam’ .

The Maha Mrtyumjaya Mantra, is first
revealed in the RV, and is preserved in the
TS [1-8-6(11)].

) EO_F* '\,ﬁ_ g ] "
ST AT g TS 7 o |

[| tryambakam yajamahé sugandhim
pustivardhanam |
urvarukamiva bandhananmrtyormuksiya

mamrtat ||] — RV 7-59-12.

While chanting the Sr7 Rudram, it is
customary after reciting the 11" Anuvaka
of the Namaka Prasna, the additional eight
Mantras that are chanted which contain
the famous Maha Mrtyumjaya Mantra,
and the other Mantras are revealed in the
TS, but elsewhere. The following are the
other seven Mantras:

RS EIRICEREIE R I ERIN
Ao osrRAIeR]|

[| yo rudrd agnau yo apsu ya osdhisu yo
rudrd vi$va bhuvanavivésa tasmai rudraya
namo astu ||] — TS 5-5-9(39).

|<:I»o§—% : —o:o - I—IEII —
|

REE IS RIR R LIRECE e
[| tamu stuhi yah svisuh sudhanva yo
vi§vasya ksayati bh&shajasya |

yaksva mah& saumanasaya rudram
namobhirdévamasuram duvasya |[]- RV
5-42-11.

| SRR gR: |
RTINSl s fdrarfims: ||



266 Agriculture in the Sri Rudram

[[ ayam mé& hastd bhagavanayam mé
bhagavattarah |

ayam mée visvabhgsajoyam
sivabhimarsanah ||] — RV 10-60-12.

| I FEAAI TR gE |

[[ y& t&€ sahasramayutam pasa mrtyd
martyaya hamtave |

tan yajliasya mayaya sarvanavayajamahé
||] - Taittirtya Arayanyakam (TA) 10-57.

| TIIETEIIETET"| [ mirtyave
svaha mrtyave ssvaha ||] — TA 10-58.

| TR eTie: |

AT~ RITIRA |

[ prananam  gramdhirasi  rudroma

visamtakah | ténannénapyayasva ||] — TA
10-74.

| FAresTafIsIaTg |

c o -

[| namo rudraya visnavé mrtyrmé pahi ||]—
TA10-75.

Among these eight mantras, three are
revealed in the RV, four in the TA and
one in the TS. These mantras are brought
together and merged after the 11"
Anuvaka of the Namaka Prasna and
together are described as ‘Rudra
Namaka’. By chanting these mantras, we
pray Lord Rudra to protect us from
untimely death. Similarly, after the 11"
Anuvaka of the Camaka Prasna, a Santi
mantra that is routinely recited is obtained
from the 3"Kanda of the TS [3-3-2(4)].
With this, the chanting of the ‘Sri
Rudram’ is completed. The three mantras
that are adopted from the RV into the Sr7
Rudram are provided with the YV swara.
The additional mantras might have been
appended by the Rsis.

Botanical facets in Sr7 Rudra mantras

As mentioned in the formation of Sr7
Rudram, the 11 Anuvakas of the TS 4-5 is
called as Namaka Prasna. The 11
Anuvakas of the TS 4-7 is termed as
Camaka Prasna. In this article, the
mantras that are connected to the botany
and plant vegetation are provided. The
botanical and agricultural terminology
provided in the S¥7 Rudram is explained in
detail in conjunction with the literature
(Macdonell and Keith, 1982). The plants
and trees mentioned in the Camaka Prasna
are more in number when compared with
the Namaka Prasna. Cereal and legume
crops, trees and their derivatives that are
required to perform Yajiias and Yagas are
revealed in the Camaka Prasna of the Sri
Rudram. Plants, trees, and crops
mentioned in the Sr7 Rudram are listed in
table 2.

Namaka Prasna - TS 4-5
[FENgErTRR e |

[| namd vrksebhyo harikeésébhya namah ||]
— TS 4-5-2(2).

Vrksebhyah = for trees, Rudra in tree
form; Harikésebhyah = green-coloured
trichomes (hair-like structures) on the
leaves.

My Salutations to the Lord Rudra who is
in the trees tufted with green leaves. I
bow my head to the Rudra who lives in
the trees with green-coloured trichomes
(hair-like structures) and leaves.

This can be explained that some trees
containing trichomes (késa or hair-like
structures) on both sides of the leaves, i.e.,
dorsal and ventral surface of the leaf. Both
the leaves and the trichomes (hair-like
structures) are containing the chlorophyll



Asian Agri-History Vol. 23, No. 4, 2019 = 267

(hari or harita) and hence they are green in
colour.

|7 AR e HaueiHad T |

[| namah saspifijaraya tvistmate pathinam
pataye namabh ||] — TS 4-5-2(3).

Saspifijaraya = tender grass in the colour
of red and yellow

My Salutations to the Rudra, whose hair is
like tender grass with mixed colour of red
and yellow and the great radiating person.

[N fE RGO a=: |

[[ namd rohitaya sthapatay€ vrksanam
pataye namabh||] — TS 4-5-2(9).

Rohitdaya = Red or Ruby colour; stapatayé
= Lord Rudra; vrksanam = for Trees

My Salutations to the ruby-coloured Lord
Rudra, He who is the protector, guardian,
ruler and the governor of all trees in the
Universe.

Here, the red-tree can be attributed to the
red-sander or Raktachandan (Pterocarpus
santalinus) (Fig. 1) belongs to family the
Fabaceae.

| Flo_v- EI ﬁ _C ﬁ 1 ﬁ _ I_E :”
[[ namd bhuvantaye varivaskrtayausa
dhinam patay& namah ||] — TS 4-5-2(11).

Osadhi = an annual plant or a herb or a
plant with medicinal properties. Also, a
plant that dies immediately after it
produces seeds or a herb that lasts for one
year or season.

My Salutations to the Lord Rudra, who
nourishes the earth, the bestower of
wealth and the protector of plants.

[FATEEE g eI ||
[| namd jaghanyaya ca budhniyaya ca ||] —
TS 4-5-6(4).

Jaghanydya = posterior side of cows;
Budhniydya = root of a tree. The buttress
roots of huge trees or the aerial roots of
huge Ficus trees.

My Salutations to the Lord Rudra, who is
present in the posterior side of cows, as
such in calves and in the roots and
branches of the trees.

Here, one can observe the large buttress
roots formed in huge trees during its
growth on the surface of ground. These
roots can be seen from trees like Ficus
species and others.

|FeEmeEaT ||

[| namd vanyaya ca kaksyaya ca ||] — TS
4-5-6(9).

Vanydya = those in the forests; Kaksyaya
= those trees that are not having the trunk.
This means the shrubs, plants, and
creepers.

My Salutations to Him, who is in the form
of trees in the forests and the creepers in
the bushes and in the shaded areas.

[Fggr e b |

[namo vrksyeébhyo harikésebhyah ||] — TS
4-5-8(7).
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Figure 1. Raktachandan (Pterocarpus santalinus): (a) entire tree, (b) wood, (c)
flowering stage, (d) fruiting stage, (e) a log of red sander and (f) red sander wood
pieces.
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Vrksyebhyo— for trees; harikesebhyah—

structures, the trichomes, present on the

green hair-like structures, botanically leaves of the trees. This infers that the
called the ‘trichomes’. Lord is present in smallest of the life and
My Salutations to Lord Rudra, who is in largest structures like trees in this
the form of trees and in the green-hair-like Universe.

Table 2. Agriculture crops, plants, and trees disclosed in the Sr7 Rudram.
Category Botanical Name Family Name Reference
Wild Grass

1. Saspa (Darbha) Desmostachya bipinnata Poaceae TS 4-5-8(16)
Cereal Crops

1. Vrihi (Rice) Oryza sativa Poaceae TS 4-7-4

2. Yava (Barley) Hordeum vulgare Poaceae TS 4-7-4

3. Godhtima (Wheat) Triticum aestivum Poaceae TS 4-7-4

4. Priyafgu (Indian millet) Setaria italica Poaceae TS 4-7-4

5. Anu (Proso millet) Panicum miliaceum Poaceae TS 4-7-4

6. Syamaka (Barnyard millet) Echinochloa frumentacea  Poaceae TS 4-7-4

7. Nivara (Wild rice) Oryza rufipogon Poaceae TS 4-7-4
Legume Crops

1. Masa (Black gram) Vigna mungo Fabaceae TS 4-7-4

2. Mudga (Green gram) Vigna radiata Fabaceae TS 4-7-4

3. Khalva (Bengal gram) Cicer arietinum Fabaceae TS 4-7-4

4 Masura (Lentil) Vicia hirsuta Fabaceae TS 4-7-4

Qil Seed Crop

1. Tila (Sesame) Sesamum indicum Fabaceae TS 4-7-4
Creepers

1. Urvaruka (Cucumber) Cucumis sativus Cucurbitaceae TS 1-8-6(1)

2. Soma (Somalata) Sarcostemma acidum Asclepiadaceae TS 4-7-4
Trees

1. $17 Gandha (Sandalwood)  Santalum album Santalaceae TS 1-8-6(1)

2. Khadira (Catechu tree) Acacia catechu Fabaceae TS 4-7-4

3. Varana (Varuna) Crateva magna Capparaceae TS 4-7-4

4. Udumbara(Cluster fig) Ficus racemosa Moraceae TS 4-7-4

5. Vikankata (Indian plum) Flacourtia indica Flacourtiaceae TS 4-7-4

6. Sami (Indian desert tree) Prosopis cineraria Fabaceae TS 4-7-4

7. Raktachandan (Red sander) Pterocarpus santalinus Fabaceae TS 4-5-2(9)

8. Bilva (Bael) Aegle marmelos Rutaceae TS 4-5-8(7)

9. Palasa or Parna Butea monosperma Fabaceae TS 4-5-8(7)
10. Asvat’tha (Peepal tree) Ficus religiosa Moraceae TS 4-5-8(7)
11. Nyagrodha (Banyan tree)  Ficus benghalensis Moraceae TS 4-5-10(10)
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Just as hair are innumerable in number
and that protect the skin and the head of
the human beings, leaves are also
numerous and protect the tree and plants.

The importance of this mantra is that
being in the form of trees like Plaksa (F.
virens), Parna (B. monosperma), Bilva (4.
marmelos) (Fig. 2), Asvat’tha (F.
religiosa), and other huge trees. Lord
Rudra helps in performance of Yagas in
this world, and being in the form of
Kalpaka tree in the upper world, He
grants all enjoyments. Hence, Lord Rudra
will be worshipped by those desirous of
these benefits.

The leaves are enormous on the trees and
they  prepare food material by
accumulating the energy from the Sun
rays and nourish the entire tree. And
hence, the reference to trees which is
associated with the use of wood and
leaves in various Yajiias and Yagas. The
reference is also to the Kalpa vrksa tree,
which is Lord Rudra Himself, who fulfills
the wishes of all His devotees. The
reference is also to the ‘Tree of Véda’,
whose branches are the Sakhas (branches)
of the Védas. Thus, a comparison of Lord
Rudra to be a Tree and its green leaves is
appropriate.

[T TSI th=aa ||

[| nama $$aspyaya ca phényaya ca ||] — TS
4-5-8(16).

My Salutations to Lord Rudra who is in
the grass and the river froth!

The term Saspa is mentioned in the YV
Samhitas [TS 4-5-8(16) and VS 21-29]
and in RV Brahmana (AB 8-5-3 and AB
8-8-4), YV Brahmapna [SB 12-7-2(8) and

SB 12-9-1(2)]. Sayanacharya (1970) in his
commentary on Taittiriva  Samhita
mentioned that Saspa means a just born
Darbha grass (Desmostachya bipinnata)
grows on the banks of the Ganga River. It
also denotes ‘young’ or a ‘sprouting
grass’ (Macdonell and Keith, 1982).

Pheénydya = He is present in the froth of
the river.

[T RICTI T TERSIT ||

[| namah katyaya ca gahvarésthaya ca ||] —
TS 4-5-9(6).

My Salutations to Lord Rudra!

Katyaya = creepers with thorns;
gahvarésthaya = poisonous mountain
caves.

To the Lord who is in a place not
accessible because it is full of creepers
and plants with thorns and in the rugged
and rough mountain caves. Here, several
creepers and plants that are having thorns
can be given as examples - Capparis
decidua, Ziziphus mauritiana, Prosopis
cineraria, Bombax ceibaetc.

Lord Rudra’s weapons like Trisula and
others are made out of an important and
highest quality wood comparable to that
of a Nyagrodha (F. benghalensis). It has
been described that Lord is seated in a
banyan tree in Kailasa, which is 100
Yojanas tall and 175 Yojanas wide
(Yojana is a Vedic measure of distance
that was used in ancient India. One
Yojana is about 12—15 kilometers in
length) and that banyan tree is the
refuge of those anxious to get Moksha.
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Figure 2. Bael or Bilva (degle marmelos): (a) entire tree showing the wood and the crown,
(b) flowers close up, (¢) tree in fruiting stage and (d) bael fruit slices.
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[FRsRTIaEReiad ||
[| nama $suskyaya ca harityaya ca ||]] — TS
4-5-9(9).

ssuskydya = dried tree wood; harityaya=
moist-green tree wood.

My Salutations to the Lord Rudra, who is
in the dried tree wood and also in the
moist-green tree wood.

|7 g ool ||

[| namah parnyaya ca parnasadyaya ca ||]
— TS 4-5-9(12).

Parpyaya = in the green leaves;
Parpasadydaya = in the heaps of dried
leaves.

My Salutations to the Lord Rudra, who is
present in the leaves and in the heaps of
dried leaves.

RUEINEREIRCIERS LRI
q@a&{m%rﬁ'amﬁ%wm

SRR B REERR|

[| midhustama Sivatama §ivo na ssumana
bhava |

param& vrksa ayudham nidhaya krttim
vasana a cara pinakam bibhrada gahi ||] —
TS 4-5-10(10).

My Salutations to the Lord Rudra, the
bestower of all desired objects to
worshippers! Please be granter of
auspiciousness, well-disposed and kind to
us. As an indication of this, please leave
all your terrible weapons in the superior
banyan tree in Kailasa out of our sight
and come before us, wearing tiger-skin
and holding your bow in hand as a
decoration.

Here, Lord Rudra’s weapons like Trisiila
and others are made out of an important

and highest quality wood comparable to
that of a Nyagrodha (F. benghalensis). It
has been described that Lord is seated in a
banyan tree in Kailasa, which is 100
Yojanas tall and 175 Yojanas wide
(Yojana is a Vedic measure of distance
that was used in ancient India.

One Yojana is about 12—15 kilometers in
length) and that banyan tree is the refuge
of those anxious to get Moksha. Here it is
prayed that the weapons be left in that
tree.

[AgagaRassi-fietdianfaen |

[[ ye& vrksésu saspifijara
vilohitah |[] — TS 4-5-11(5).

Viksesu = in the Trees; Saspifijara =
tender grass that in reddish-yellow colour.

My Salutations to the Lord Rudra and
other Rudras present in the trees. Like on
earth, there are Rudras of different
colours, living in trees as their lords. This
mantra refers to them. And also the
Rudras present in the grasses that are in
reddish-yellow colour.

EREEREIRSUIRCRIECRRG(
AR A =g & TIHTS 7T |

[[ tryambakam yajamahé
pustivardhanam |
urvarukamiva bandhananmrtydormuksiya
mamrtat ||] — TS 1-8-6(11).

My Salutations to Lord Rudra, as the
scent, colour, etc. are all superior as
mentioned by Upanishad in
‘Divyagandha:, the Sri Gandha tree
(Santalum album) (Fig. 3), ‘Divyarasa.’
tc., has been used here. Also, in this
Mantra it is an invocation made with a
request to release the clutch of ‘Mmyu’
(death).

nilagriva

sugandhim
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Figure 3. Sandalwood (Santalum album): (a) entire tree, (b) wood close up, (c¢) sandal
wood logs, (d & e) flowering stage, (f) wood pieces, (g) wood pieces and sandalwood
power, (h) fruiting stage, and (i) dried fruits.
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The essence of this Mantra signifies the
fact that just as the ripened Urvaruka (Fig.
4) (cucumber fruit =Cucumis sativus)
separates on its own from the stem, in the
same way | would like to liberate myself
from the cycle of life and death.

Camaka Praéna TS 4-7

;ﬁﬁw&ﬁs ORI ITHTRT" FR- IR
|

[| krsisca me vrstiSca me jaitram ca ma
audbhidyam ca meé vibhu ca mé
prabhu ca mé& bahu ca mé& bhiiyasca mée
purnam ca mé purnataram ca méeksitisca
mé kiiyavasca ménnam ca méksucca mé
vrihayasca meé yavasca m& masasca me
tilasca m& mudgasca mé khalvasca mée
godhimasca  mée masurasca  mée
priyangavasca ménavasca me Syamakasca
m¢é nivarasca me ||] — TS 4-7-4.

Krsih= agriculture/ploughing (Macdonell
and Keith, 1982); Vrstih = rain; Jaitram
= successful; — these three together can
mean good yielding land; audbhidyam =
growth of the plant, creeper etc.; (1)
Vibhu = superior grains, (2) Prabhu =
more superior grains, (3) Bahu = much
Superior grains, (4) Bhiyahh = much more
superior grains, (5) Parpam = filled
grains, (6) Parpataram = fine-filled
grains, (7) Aksitifi = not destructed grains.
These seven words indicate progressive
increase in growth of food grains, the
second indicating a higher growth than the
first and so on; the seventh indicating the

highest growth; Kayavah = Yava of not
good quality; Annam = reputed food;
Aksut = relief from hunger; Vrihi (Rice)
= Oryza sativa; Yava (barley) = Hordeum
vulgare; Masa (black gram) = Vigna
mungo; Tila (sesame) = Sesamum
indicum; Mudga (green gram) = Vigna
radiata; Khalva (Bengal gram) = Cicer
arietinum; Godhiama (wheat) = Triticum
aestivum;, Masurd = Vicia hirsuta,
Priyanigu (Indian millet) = Setaria italica;
Apu (proso millet) = Panicum miliaceum;
Syamaka (Indian barnyard millet) =
Echinochloa frumentacea; Nivara (wild
rice) = Oryza rufipogon.

The 4™ Anuvaka of the Camaka Prasna
starts with ‘energy’ so much needed for
day-to-day living. It then lists various
sources of energy and the means to
procure them (agriculture, conquest, etc.).
It asks for the abundance of those sources.
It indicates the requirements for the
success of agriculture, growth of the
plants, and creepers. For the reputed food,
the Annam, revealed the major, minor
food grains, legumes, and an oil seed crop
that would give relief from hunger. Here,
seven cereal crops, four legume crops, and
one oil seed crop are revealed (Fig. 5). It
prays for the condition in which one never
has to go hungry (aksuf) and the condition
in which one never runs out (aksitif)) of
any item required in a given day. One also
gets the message that having food and
drink with many more people is more
elevating for the nourishment of the body
and mind. All these actions are energy-
imbibing (eating, drinking, etc.) are to be
done with a sweet and pleasant manner of
speaking, which will definitely reflect in
the subtle portion of the food which goes
to the mind.
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Figure 4. Urvaru (Cucumis sativus): (a) ucumber field, (b) flowering stage, (c)
cucumber fruitintact with the plant, (d) cucumber fruits, and (e) seeds.

The Yajurvéda records 12 types of food-
grains in the above-mentioned mantra. It
is very interesting to note that most of
these cultivated grains are known as
‘dhanya’ in the Brhadaranyaka Upanisad
(BU 6-6-13) as all these grains are most
essential for sustaining life. According to
this Upanisad the 10 cultivated grains are
- rice, barley, sesamum, beans, millet,
panic seeds, wheat, lentils, and pulses.
Here is the Mantra below:

(97 YTRITIoT ulreum Taf=

IRI9E GedI¥e dAgelled A qe<ef
T g ITAATSIRA SRIfd | |

[| dasa gramyani dhanyani bhavamti vrthi
yavastilamasa anupriyamgavo
godhtimasca mastrasca khalvasca
khalakulasca tampistamdadhani madhuni
ghrta upasimcatyajyasya juhoti ||[-BU 6-
3-13.

[P IRG T TH. . | |

[| krstapacyam ca mékrstapacyam ca
mg...||]] - TS 4-7-5.

[t [| krstapacyam||] - Grain plants
grown in one time ploughed field.
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Gadhama

Vrihi . Oryza sativa

Yava : Hordeum vulgare

Godhima . Triticum aestivum

Priyangu . Setaria italica - 07 Cereal crops
Anu . Panicum miliaceum

Syamaka . Echinochloa frumentacea

Nivara . Oryza rufipogon =

Masa . Vigna mungo

Mudga . Vigna radiata ~ 04 Legume crops
Khalva . Cicer arietinum

Masura . Vicia hirsuta

Tila : Sesamum indicum - 01 0il seed crop

Figure 5: Cereal, legume and oil seed crops revealed
in the Sr7 Rudram.
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The Yajurveda records 12 types of food-
grains in the above-mentioned mantra.
1t is very interesting to note that most of
these cultivated grains are known as
‘dhanya’ in the Brhadaranyaka
Upanisad (BU 6-6-13) as all these grains
are most essential for sustaining life.
According to this Upanisad the 10
cultivated grains are - rice, barley,
sesamum, beans, millet, panic seeds,
wheat, lentils, and pulses.

leipseu=| [| akrstapacyaml||] - Grain
plants grown in an unproductive or
unploughed field.

This means that the left out seeds of the
previous crop in the field will germinate
soon after the rains and along with the
crop, weeds also would germinate and
grow simultaneously.
|gerengfedaafaafifotary

R L RIELPICIVE L (G CE L CIE]
EICEEEEHEIGNEREID IR

T3 3T
Wﬁaﬁaﬁwﬁaﬁm@w'
aﬁuﬂmﬁsaﬁ%ﬁwwﬁu

[| idhmasca m& barhisca me& veédisca mé
dhisniyasca mé srucasca mé camasasca
mé gravanasca mE svaravasca ma
uparavasca  médhisavané ca  mée
dronakalasasca mé vayavyani ca mé
putabhrcca ma  adhavaniyasca ma
agnidhram ca mé& havirdhanam ca me
grhasca mé sadasca meé purddasasca me
pacatasca mévabhrthasca mé svagakarasca
me ||] — TS 4-7-8.

The requirements to perform Yaj7ias and
Yagas are detailed in this Anuvaka. For
this purpose, Idhmasca = the faggots or
kindling fire or Samidhas collected from
different trees; Barhisca = a bunch of

holy grass or Darbha grass (Desmostachya
bipinnata); Vedisca = Yajiia fire-altar;
Dhisniyasca = Priests for performing
Yajiia; Srucasca = wooden ladles [Sruc -
made out of Parna (Butea monosperma),
Sruva, made of Khadira wood, (Acacia
catechu), Juhu made out of Parna (Butea
monosperma) and others]; Chamasasca =
wooden cups made of Nyagrodha wood
(F. benghalensis) for storing and drinking
of Soma juice); Gravapasca = stones for
pressing out the Soma juice; Svaravasca =
wooden knives to cut Darbha grass and
Soma shoots (Sarcostemma acidum) (Fig.
6); Uparavasca = pits dug in havirdhana
positioning apart a portion of the
sacrificial material or the grains intended
for it; Adhisavana = Adhisavana phalaka
made of Khadira wood, (4Acacia catechu)
to press the soma shoots (Sarcostemma
acidum); Dropakalasa = a large vessel
made of hard wood like Vikankata
(Flacourtia indica) or Varana (Crateva
magna)] to store the Soma juice;
Vayavyani = Praises (Siktas) of Vayu
deity; Piatabhma = mud vessel;
Adhavaniyasca = a vessel in which the
Soma shoots are kept and cleaned;
Agnidhra = the priest who sits in the
North-side of the Yajiia altar and the same
priest who kindles the sacrificial fire,
‘Yajiiagni’, using the instrument ‘Agni-
manthana’ . He is an assistant of
Brahman.  His main function is to
pronounce “Astu Srausaf’ in response to
the Adhvaryu’s “asrayaya”. He holds the
‘Sphya’ (made of Khadira wood, Acacia
catechu) with his hand turned southwards;
Havirdhanam = place kept for keeping
the Havis; Grhdasca = houses for the
wives of the Yajnia priests; Sadasca =
seats for the Sama V&da singers;
Purodasa = rice cakes specially prepared
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Figure 6. Soma (Sarcostemma acidum): (a) soma plant, (b) lowering stage,
(c¢) flowers close up, (d) fruiting stage, and (e) seed dispersal stage.

for Yajiia havis;, Pacatdsca = place and
vessels  for cooking the  havis;
Avabhnasca = a purification bath taken at
the end of the Yajiia for protection;
Svagakarasca = with the intent of
dispatch the essence of the havis-offering
to the intended deity.

[T ®al SFEl A1 g I 3wy
Aear faear a1 fad s el
TH 31 | |
[| yO rudrd agnau yo apsu ya dsadhisu yo
rudrd visva bhuvanavivésa tasmai rudraya
namo astu ||] — TS 5-5-9(39).

I bow to Lord Rudra who is omnipresent

in fire, in water, in trees and in plants and
pervaded in the entire universe.

Conclusions

Lord Rudra, the V&dic deity, is mentioned
in all four Védas. The Yajurvéda hymns
that have gained particular importance are
the ‘Rudra Namakam (TS 4-5)’ and the
‘Rudra Camakamm (TS 4-7)° which
constitute the ‘Sri Rudram’. The Rudra
Namaka and the Rudra Camaka Mantras
reveal  botanical and  agriculture
terminology, names of plants and trees. In
Védas and in particularly the Sr7 Rudram,
the significance of trees is emphasized
and given utmost importance due to the
various special qualities they possess.
Yajiia in itself is seen as the very essence
of the Veda. The general requirements of
Yajiia, in the form of preparation of Yajia
Vedi, Samidhas, plant-derived oblations,
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Lord Rudra, the Védic deity, is
mentioned in all four Védas. The
Yajurveda hymns that have gained
particular importance are the ‘Rudra
Namakam (TS 4-5)° and the ‘Rudra
Camakam (TS 4-7)° which constitute the
‘Sri Rudram’. The Rudra Namaka and
the Rudra Camaka Mantras reveal
botanical and agriculture terminology,
names of plants and trees.

Yajfia implements and others are clearly
indicated in the Camaka Prasna of Sri
Rudram (TS 4-7-8). The plants and trees
mentioned in the Camaka Prasna are more
in number as compared with the Namaka

Prasna. The general requirements to
perform Yajiias and Yagas are detailed in
one of the Anuvaka’s of Chamaka Prasna.
In Sri Rudram, one wild grass, seven
cereal crops, four legumes, one oilseed
crop, two creepers and eleven trees are
revealed. Even today, these crops are
being cultivated by our farmers for the
utilization by mankind and cattle on day
to day basis as food and fodder,
respectively. The different qualities of
cereal grains and their progressive
increase in growth of food grains are
detailed in the Camaka Prasna (TS 4-7-4).

The study of trees mentioned in the Holy
Scriptures of different nations is a
fascinating  subject. Mythological
significance of these trees is certainly not
without reason and relevance, though this
relevance might have undergone a number
of transformations over the centuries. As
old civilizations give place to new, many
ideas and ideologies change. But in case
of tree/plant life and its myriad forms, few
have been chosen for prominence in
religious observances and they seem to

have survived over the centuries and are
still looked upon with awe and reverence
(Bhatla et al., 1984).
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