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Dear friends,

We all, in our own way, support projects devoted to various social 

causes. Here is one unique project which not only does social good 

but also serves our national interest by bringing together people 

separated by thousands of kilometers. Further, it indirectly 

contributes by protecting our borders in the North East which are 

under threat due to infiltration & activities of organizations 

determined to weaken our beloved nation in a variety of ways. We all 

will be secure only if our borders are secure.

My friend Devendra Dewasthale, who along with his brother runs 

Eximious Ventures Pvt. Ltd., has taken upon himself the task of 

generating resources for this unique project which links up people 

from Manipur with Maharashtra & rest of India. I have enclosed a 

document which would provide to you the details of this unique 

endeavour.

This project was given good coverage by prominent Marathi papers such 

as 'Lokasatta' and 'Sakaal'.

It is my humble request to you to set aside a part of your donation 

budget for this noble cause and also to share this with your friends 

& relatives. Devendra would be happy to give a presentation on this 

project to any group/individuals interested in learning more about 

it. You may also forward this request to any charitable trusts, 

organisations or clubs that you know of.

I have marked a copy of this e-mail to Devendra's e-mail address so 

that you could write to him for more details or with a request for a 

presentation.

As our teachings always say, one should not talk about any donation 

('daan') that one has given. However, a question that could 

legitimately arise is what have I done before recommending this to 

you. On my part, I have donated Rs. 30,000 in three installments 

during 2006 and have pledged another Rs. 10,000 before turn of this 

year.

Warm regards,

Abhijit




JANKALYAN SAMITI 

JANKALYAN SAMITI

C/o, Devendra Dewasthale, B/1, Vandana Soc.,  Behind ‘Abhiman’, Tin Hat Naka, Thane (W)

Contact Details: offfice : 2536 6774 / 2533 3070 Residence: 25333429 Cell: 98692 63056

__________________________________________________________________________________

INTRODUCTION TO NORTH EAST INDIA
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North-East (NE) - India's land of the rising Sun. One of the most picturesque and vibrant parts of our country. Made up of the seven states of Assam, Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, this region is bountifully endowed with incredible beauty and natural resources.

[image: image2.jpg]



Snow-capped mountain ranges, dense forests, natural caves and islands ( Even floating islands ), beautiful lakes and mighty rives like the Bramhaputra make this place a virtual paradise. All the states receive plentiful rainfall and the forests here are teeming with wide variety of flora and fauna - more famous amongst them are the insect-eating pitcher plant and one-horned rhinoceros. This region is also home to hundreds of varieties of orchids. Oil and gas reserves, mineral and ore deposits are found in abundance here. 

The people of NE have the legacy of a rich and glorious heritage. 
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People believe that many of the incidents in Ramayana and Mahabharata have happened here - Pragjotishpur was ruled by Narakasura, who was killed by Lord Krishna, and this day is celebrated as Narakachaturdashi, the first day of Diwali, Hidimbapur – presently Dimapur is related to Hidimba, the consort of Bhima, Rukmini, Lord Krishna's consort is from Arunachal Pradesh, Arjuna’s two wives were Ulupi (who was Nag kanya)  and Chitrangada, a Manipuri hailed from this region.

PROBLEMS :
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Unfortunately, today this sujalam suphalam land is facing many problems, the seeds of which can be traced back to the policy of divide-and-rule, which the British deliberately used to create divisions in our society. Rifts between people along regional, linguistic and ethnic lines have resulted in constant struggles between different factions.
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Separatist tendencies are active in this region and are demanding autonomy for themselves. They receive financial and military help from some of our neighbouring countries who are only too willing to abet disharmony and unrest in our country. 

Rampant and unchecked infiltration through porous borders with countries like Bangladesh has put tremendous social and economic pressure on the local people.

Consumption and trafficking of drugs is an enormous problem plaguing the youth here. 

Due to ILP ( Inner Line permit ), there are restrictions on people from other parts of India in visiting this area, which has hampered the development of potentially profitable tourism industry. 

All these conditions have stunted the growth of infrastructure and industries in this region. Lack of political interest and willpower to even acknowledge, let alone solve the problems has only exacerbated the situation.

Diversity is acting against the development. More than 400 different tribes and sub-tribes reside in this region. About 180 languages and 1700 dialects are spoken in these states. Instead of trying to achieve synergy, we seem to get over-awed by superficial differences of region, language, caste, etc. What can be sadder than the fact that, because of their facial features, our brothers and sisters from these regions are referred to as Japanese, Chinese, Nepali and so on, in other parts of their own motherland.

CONTRIBUTION OF BHAYYAJI KANE:

[image: image6.jpg]


At the time when even travelling to North East was unheard of, one Mr. Shankar Dinkar Kane popularly known as Bhayyaji decided to go and work in that area. Initially he chose to work in Imphal and later shifted his base to Ukhrul and further to New Tusum (About 180 kms from Imphal); the hot seat of Insurgent operation. The conditions were hostile, language was one of the barriers, travel arrangements were non existing, Food ( Non-veg is a staple food in North East )  problematic for a complete vegetarian person. Nothing, even threat to his life could stop him. He walked all the way to New Tusom through hills, flooding rivers, and ever changing weather. He continued staying there, befriended the locals, learnt their language & worked towards bridging the gap between them and the mainland.
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 mainland, he decided to concentrate on young generation. He formed Purva Seema Vikas Pratishthan with the motive of bridging the gap. He also took with him one small Maharashtrian kid from Ratnagiri, aged 10 years, with the kind consent of his parents. He offered to keep him in the village, promised that the kid will learn in Tusom only. Against this assurance, he brought about 500 students over 15 years from Manipur and Nagaland. He arranged for their stay with like-minded families in various parts of Maharashtra. He was one-man army fighting against all odds. It was not just the formal educational qualification these students got but they also imbibed the love for the motherland, which spread, when they returned to their home.

He was a selfless worker, married to this cause without any family ties. He kept bare minimum possessions for himself in terms of food and clothing, never had his own house. He sacrificed, spent everything for these children. No doubt the children regarded him as “their second father”.

After his death in 1999, on his first death anniversary, his students came together. They pledged to carry forward his legacy and the work that Bhayyaji strived for. Donation of land in the area Kharasom ( 15 kms from Burma border ) led to starting of “ Oja Shankar Vidyalaya” (Oja is Guru in Manipuri ) in his memory. Former students offered their services as teachers.

The work has expanded, new projects undertaken, new activities have begun. The areas where once Hindi was prohibited, games were only football and cricket - is changed. You can hear Hindi film songs, students play Kho Kho or Kabaddi, 15th August / 26th Jan is celebrated. The legacy continues on and on….
PRESENT ACTIVITIES:

Number of programs / projects are taken up to carry forward the work initiated by Bhayyaji that is to bring the minds and hearts of the people of North – East in the mainstream and for the betterment of their lives.
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1. School named Oja Shankar Vidyalaya at Kharasom: Presently school is upto 7th Standard. We propose to add 8th standard from this year.

2. Medical camps are organized at various remote places in Nagaland and Manipur. Patients requiring further treatment are moved to Kolkatta or Mumbai.

3. Career counseling sessions are held for all students passing SSC irrespective of their prior educational background.
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4. Some students are brought to Maharashtra, admitted to schools, and are well looked after in various hostels in Maharashtra. About 16 hostels are being run and about 225 students are being educated. Apart from education and sports, these children are exposed to our traditional values, cultures. Vacations are spent in visiting various interesting, educational trips and interacting with people. 
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5. Through “Bharat Mera Ghar” initiative, people from North – East area are brought here, encouraged to mix with people here. They stay with local families, make friends and try  to understand our oneness, similarities in cultures.

6. Actually, even we are not aware of the people, the situation, the rich culture of North East. Creating awareness about North East amongst our own is also very important. This is done through organizing slide shows in schools, colleges, various organizations etc.

ALL THESE PROJECTS ARE RUN UNDER THE UMBRELLA OF JANKALYAN SAMITI NOW.

OUR VOLUTEERS DO NOT CHARGE ANY EXPENSES LIKE TRAVEL. POSTAGE, COMMUNICATION COST OR TIME AND FULL TIME WORKERS DO NOT GET PAID FOR THE SERVICES THEY RENDER, NEITHER DO THEY GET ANY COMMITMENT FOR THEIR FUTURE. THEY WORK SELFLESSLY AND FOR THE CAUSE OF UPLIFTMENT OF SOCIETY.

PRESENT NEED:
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The story does not end here; the school has created tremors in insurgents’ minds. They summoned the leaders of the village. They were questioned about their support to this school. But again Bhayyaji’s students came forward and told them – “This school carries the name of our Guru and will run forever”. Our school built in wood and locally available material creates inconvenience during rains and winter. To lure away villagers, the insurgents have offered to build a nice concrete school in the same area. They have also offered financial help to villagers. Villagers have stood by us as they do not want insurgent camp in the village, but we need to build concrete school, create more congenial atmosphere for education, and undertake more projects like medical camps. This urgent need has compelled us to collect more money to satisfy the needs. Thus we need to raise minimum Rs.15 lacs within next 3 months which along with the funds already raised will help to complete the projects well within time limit. The money will be spent to build classrooms, buy benches, boards and educational equipments.

	Particulars
	Amount

	8 class rooms of 15 X 20 ft. @ Rs. 1.80 Lacs each
	Rs. 14,40,000

	Teachers’ room and Toilet Block
	Rs.   3,60,000

	Benches, boards & educational equipment
	Rs.   5,00,000

	Pipeline for drinking water, water tanks etc.
	Rs.      25,000

	Total Funds required
	Rs. 23,25,000

	Funds already raised
	Rs.   8,25,000

	Additional Funds required
	Rs. 15,00,000


To tell you more: The school is at Kharasom in Ukhrool district. It is around 80 kms from the district place. Ukhrool is one of the main places of Insurgents’ activity. Still our people have stood the test of the time and are working overtime. Kharasom is such a remote place that all material for construction needs to be brought from Imphal ( 180 km ) or Dimapur ( 300 km. ). The hilly terrain, horrible road conditions reduces the average speed of any vehicle to 15 – 20 kms per hour. So it takes about 9 hours to reach Imphal and 14-15 hours to reach Dimapur. All this adds to cost of construction. This is a big task and we are getting the results of our efforts which boost our morale and make us work in that area.
