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RiNaharagaNeshastotram

ऋणहरगणशेोऽम ्

कैलासपव त े रे शुं चाध शखेरम ।्
षडाायसमायंु पू नगकका ॥ १॥
पाव वुाच -

दवेशे परमशेान सवशााथ पारग ।
उपायं ऋणनाश कृपया वद सातम ॥् २॥
ौीिशवः -

सृं या भिे लोकानां िहतकाया ।
तव सवािम सावधानावधारय ॥ ३॥
ॐ अ ौीऋणहरमहागणपितोऽ सदािशव ऋिषः-
अनुुः- ौीऋणहर महागणपितदवता ।
ल बीजम ।् गः शिः । ग कीलकम ।् मम ऋणनाशन े जप े
िविनयोगः- ॐ गणशे अुाां नमः । ऋणं िछि तज नीां
नमः । वरेयं ममाां नमः । ं अनािमकाां नमः । नमः
किनिकाां नमः । फट ्करतलकरपृाां नमः । एवं
दयािदासाः ।
ानं -
िसरवण िभजुं गणशें

लोदरं पदले िनिवम ।्
ॄािददवेःै पिरसेमान ं

िसयै ुतं तं ूणमािम दवेम ॥्
पपजूाः ।
सृादौ ॄणा सक् पिूजतः फलिसये ।
सदवै पाव तीपऽुः ऋणनाशं करोत ु म े ॥ १॥
िऽपरुवधात प्वू शनुा सगिच तः ।
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ऋणहरगणशेोऽम ्

सदवै पाव तीपऽुः ऋणनाशं करोत ु म े ॥ २॥
िहरयकिशादीनां वधात िवनुािच तः ।
सदवै पाव तीपऽुः ऋणनाशं करोत ु म े ॥ ३॥
मिहष वधे देा गणनाथः ूपिूजतः ।
सदवै पाव तीपऽुः ऋणनाशं करोत ु म े ॥ ४॥
तारक वधात प्वू कुमारणे ूपिूजतः ।
सदवै पाव तीपऽुः ऋणनाशं करोत ु म े ॥ ५॥
भारणे गणशेो िह पिूजत िसय।े
सदवै पाव तीपऽुः ऋणनाशं करोत ु म े ॥ ६॥
शिशना कािवृथ पिूजतो गणनायकः ।
सदवै पाव तीपऽुः ऋणनाशं करोत ु म े ॥ ७॥
पालनाय च तपसां िवािमऽणे पिूजतः ।
सदवै पाव तीपऽुः ऋणनाशं करोत ु म े ॥ ८॥
इदं ऋणहरं ोऽं तीोदािरनाशनम ।्
एकवारं पठेिं वष मकंे समािहतः ॥ ९॥
दािरं दाणं ा कुबरेसमतां ोजते ।्
फडोऽयं महामः साध पदशारः ॥ १०॥
मो यथा-
ॐ गणशे ऋणं िछि वरेयं ं नमः फट ्।
इमं मं पठेदे तत शिुचभावनः ॥ ११॥
एकिवशंित सािभः परुरणमीिरतम ।्
सहॐावत नाक् षमासं िूयतां ोजते ॥् १२॥
बहृितसमो ान े धन े धनपितभ वते ।्
अवैायतुसािभः परुरणमीिरतम ॥् १३॥
लमावत नावाितं फलमायुात ।्
भतूूतेिपशाचानां नाशनं िृतमाऽतः ॥ १४॥
इित ौीकृयामलताग तं ऋणहरगणपितोऽं सणू म ।्
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ऋणहरगणशेोऽम ्

Encoded, proofread, and commentary by N.Balasubramanian

COMMENTS:- There are many hymns in praise of Lord Ganesha. He is

to be worshipped at all times and in particular at the start of

any new venture to ensure its success. But the worship of the Lord

need not be limited only to warding off obstacles in our life. He is

indeed the Supreme Being waiting to bless us with all we want. One

of His names (No.298) that appears in the popular Vishnu sahasranama

stotram isकामूदः meaning He grants in plenty the desires of

His devotees.भेः कामान ्ू कषण ददातीित कामूदः ।
This means that one may ask Him for anything that is ‘proper’ - that

is not against the mandates of the shahstras and be sure it will be

granted. In Gita (7-11) He mentions that He indeed is behind all such

‘proper’ desires.धमा िवो भतूषे ु कामोऽि भरतष भ ।
So, we may seek any thing that is ‘proper’ from Him. This includes even

mokSha. But true devotees seek only devotion to Him. The best example

of this kind of unalloyed devotion is the prayer by Kulashekara in his

Mukundamala. Please read this moving prayer.

नाा धम न वसिुनचये नवै कामोपभोग े
यं भवत ु भगवन प्वू कमा नुपम ।्

एता मम बमतं जजारऽेिप
ादाोहयगुगता िनला भिरु ॥

Our sages have categorised all the desires the humans can

possibly have into four types. They are called as goals of life or

पुषाथा ः. They are called dharma, artha, kama and finally

mokSha. The first three pertain to the life here. Dharma means performing

the duties as ordained by the shastras. The result will be punyam or

merit. This will yield better quality of life here and even life in

higher worlds. Artha means material possessions and includes money,

houses, family and friends. Properly earned and used these should

yield happiness. Kama means enjoyment resulting from the previous goal

artha. MokSha means liberation from the cycle of births and deaths. In
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ऋणहरगणशेोऽम ्

the above poem Kulashekara says that he is not interested in the first

three goals as said above. He says let anything happen as ordained by

fate or according to the past karma. What he wants from the Lord is only

unwavering devotion to His lotus feet. Then it becomes His responsibility

to take care of the devotee’s wants. He had given this assurance in Gita

(9-22).

अनाियो मां य े जनाः पय ुपासत े ।
तषेां िनािभयुानां योगमें वहाहम ॥्

However, most of us are not so mature as Kulashekara and are troubled

with day-to-day problems. So we pray to Him and seek His help. There is

nothing wrong in this. Krishna classifies devotees into four types. The

first one is the one who is troubled. (Gita - 7-16). Can anyone claim

to be free from troubles? God helps such people also. In fact He terms

these people as good ones (सकृुितनः) since they have turned to
Him on some pretext.

चतिुव धा भजे मां जनाः सकृुितनोऽज ुन ।
आत िजासरुथा थ ानी च भरष भ ॥

This particular hymns is one such and prays to Him for relief from

(ऋणम ्) debt. Debt means money etc., owed to some one. But the

word debt has another meaning. It may be surprising or even shocking

to know that according to our shastras everyone is born a debtor with

three debts. This said as follows:-

जायमनो व ै ॄाणो िऽिभणवान ज्ायत,े ॄचयण
ऋिषः, यने दवेेः, ूजया िपतृः ।

Taittariya samhita (VI.3.10)

One is a debtor to rishis, devas and pitrus or the manes.

These debts can be cleared by brahmacharyam - celebacy, yagna -

sacrifices and praja - progeny. So it is said that :-एष वानणृः
यः पऽुी या ॄचािरवासी । Kalidasa says in his Raghuvamsa (8-30)

that the king Aja freed himself from these debts as said here.

ऋिषदवेगणधाभजुां ौतुयागूसवःै स पािथ वः ।
अनणृमपुिेयवाभौ पिरधमे ु इवोदीिधितः ॥
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ऋणहरगणशेोऽम ्

It is to be noted that these debts will pursue us as long as we continue

to take births. And the cycle of birth and death is said to be indeed

endless. CF. Gita (2-27)जात िह ीवुो मृीु ुवं ज
मतृ च । This sounds highly discouraging. Does this mean that

we are caught in an endless cycle? Fortunately the answer is ‘no’.

The Lord also says later on (8-15) that once a person manages to reach

Him the person is freed from this sinister cycle of births and deaths.

मामपुे पनुज  ःखालयमशातम ।्
नावुि महाानः सिंसिं परमां गताः ॥

The method to reach Him has been given in detail in Gita and other

scriptures. By intense devotion to God one purges his mind of all

bad tendencies lurking in the mind. Once the mind is thus made pure God

provides a suitable guru who will guide him further in the spiritual path

towards liberation. Thus we should worship Lord Ganesha with devotion

and He will take care of our spiritual progress by giving us all we need

including the spiritual wisdom. He had vouchsafed in Gita (10-10).

तषेां सततयुानां भजतां ूीितपवू कम ।्
ददािम बिुयोगं तं यने मामपुयाि ते ॥

He is omniscient God and is worshipped by all sages and wise men.

The following vedic prayer says this.

ॐ गणानां ा गणपित ◌ँ हवामहे किवं कवीनामपुमौवमम ।्
ेराजं ॄणां ॄणत आ नः श ृविूतिभीद सादनम ॥्

ॐ ौी महगणपतये नमः ।
The above mantra salutes Lord Ganapathi and describes Him as the chief

of the hosts of the gods. He is the omniscient and behind the wise. He

is of infinite glory and lord of the vedas, The hymn given in the

beginning tells that Ganesha was worshipped by Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva,

Devi, Kumara, Vishvamitra the sage etc. This shows that Ganesha who is

talked about herein is verily the Supreme Being. So by being devoted

to Him we can rest assured that He will take care of all our needs,

both secular and spiritual.
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The last verse (No.10) is theफलौिुत gives the benefit

of reciting the verses. It says that one who recites the verses

with sincerity for one year will become as rich as Kubera the god

of wealth. It may be difficult to believe this statement. But the

great acharya Shri Vedanta Desika, when he was invited to the court

of a ruler to be the poet there, said that he will never seek the

patronage of the rich or kings who rule over a small piece of land

for few years; but would prefer to serve the Lord. He cites the story

of Kuchela who was too poor to offer any present to Krishna who was

the king of Dwaraka. He carried a small quantity of hand pounded rice

with him and offered it to Krishna. Krishna accepted it with great

pleasure and relished it. In return for this meagre offering He

made Kuchela as rich as Kubera. Please read the verse given below.

ोणीकोणशताशं पालन कलावा रगवा नल-

ुिुनरे चाटुरचनान ध्ान न् मामहे ।
दवें सिेवतमुवे िनिनमुहे योऽसौ दयाः परुा

धानामिुमचु े कुचलेमनुय े द े  िवशेताम ॥्
Krishna says this clearly in Gita (7-23). He says that those who

worship Him get unlimited benefit while those who seek to worship

others get benefits that are short lived. This is because of

the fact that those whom we approach for some benefit themselves

suffer from many limitations including limited lives. So people who

seek favours from others and not from the Lord cannot be called as

intelligent because the effort involved in the worship is the same

in both cases.

अव ु फलं तषेां तवमधेसाम ।्
दवेान द्वेयजो याि मा याि मामिप ॥

So we should worship Him the Supreme Being who is here depicted

as Ganesha.

The text above is enhanced with viniyoga and phalasrutiH
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compared to the original with 10 verses for which comments

are given.

Encoded, proofread, and commentary N.Balasubramanian

RiNaharagaNeshastotram

pdf was typeset on February 5, 2023

Please send corrections to sanskrit@cheerful.com
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