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Commentary by P. R. Kannan

Navi Mumbai, 2016

INTRODUCTION

Sri Rama Ashtapadi has been authored by Sri Ramakavi on the pattern of the famous
Radha-Krishna Ashtapadi, Gita Govindam of Jayadeva. As the poet states towards the close
of this beautiful and soulful work, it appears he belonged to Hosani sect of Karnataka and he
wrote this Ashtapadi at the behest of the ruler of Srirangapattinam in Karnataka. Scholars
hold that Ramakavi was the brother of Vanchesvara Kavi alias Kutti Kavi, author of the
well-known satire Mahisha Sataka, son of the daughter of the much venerated Sri Govinda
Dikshita, regarded as Advaita Vidyacharya, who was minister of the first Nayak kings of
Thanjavur, Achyuta and Ragunatha.

In our Sanatana Dharma human birth is considered very precious and is said to be the most
suitable for attaining Moksham. ‘Punarapi jananam, punarapi maranam, punarapi janani
jathare sayanam’ - so goes the unbreakable chain of births and deaths. Cutting this chain and
reaching the feet of Bhagavan, merging with him totally and enjoying the Advaita Ananda
is Moksham, permanent Liberation. Sastras show many paths to attain this exalted state;
great men say that of them the path of Bhakti is the easiest, particularly in Kaliyuga, which
is noted for feebleness of body and mind. Namasankirtanam, singing Bhagavan’s names
and lilas, is highly recommended by all great exponents of Hinduism. Among the bhakti
literature, ‘Ashtapadi’ holds an important position. When Ashtapadi is sung to raga and
tala, waves of bhakti rise in the listener. Our bhajana sampradaya celebrates the weddings
of Bhagavan’s forms using these Ashtapadis, much like the age-old celebrations of these
weddings in Vaidika ritual form. Singing of Ashtapadi, celebrating wedding etc. are all

meant to intensify our sense of bhakti and bliss.
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The first Ashtapadi was written by the great devotee-poet Jayadeva of Puri Jagannatha
kshetra on Radha and Krishna; it was titled ‘Gita Govindam’. Sri Ramakavi’s Rama
Ashtapadi follows the same literary pattern. It too has 24 Ashtapadis, each having eight
charanas, set to the same Raga and Tala. The Ashtapadi itself is by way of a conversation
or description relating to a specific theme, while the slokas prior to and following the
Ashtapadi carry the story forward. The poetical composition is highly original and the words
have a gentle, musical flow. Unlike Gita Govindam, Sivagitimala (Kamakshi- Ekamreswara
Ashtapadi, popularly called Siva Ashtapadi) and Gita Sundaram (Meenakshi-Sundareswara
Ashtapadi), this Ashtapadi on Rama does not have Sringara Rasa as the predominant
sentiment. The story is also not about the separation of the loving couple after a quarrel and
their eventual reunion. On the other hand the entire story of Ramayana based on Valmiki’s
Adikavya, with due expression of various Rasas unfolds through the Ashtapadis.

In Sri Rama Ashtapadi, the first Ashtapadi is a very brief summary of the Ramayana
story, bringing out the purpose of Sri Rama’s Avatara, viz. establishment of dharma.
The second Ashtapadi is an eloquent stotra of Rama, emphasising his compassion. Sage
Viswamitra informs Rama of Tataka’s prowess in the next Ashtapadi. The enchantment
of Mithila’s women with Rama, Janaka’s enquiry of Viswamitra about the two ascetic
princes and marriage festivities are covered next. Rama then persuades Sita not to insist
on accompanying him to the forest. The poet then records the wailing of Dasaratha on
separation from Rama. The next Ashtapadi is a beautiful prayer of Sita to river Ganga.
Rama then utters words of love to Sita in Panchavati. This is quickly followed by the
wailing of Rama on not finding Sita in the cottage and Jatayu’s dying message to Rama
on his fight with Ravana. Sabari’s offering of fruits to Rama is feelingly told in the next
Ashtapadi. Sugriva then informs Rama of Vali’s prowess. After Vali’s killing, Tara’s address
of pacification to Lakshmana on the inaction of Sugriva follows. Hanuman’s words of
consolation to Sita and warning to Ravana are covered next. Hanuman’s message to Rama
on Sita’s pitiable condition and Rama’s wailing and appeal to Manmatha not to torture him
are taken up in the next Ashtapadis. The prayers of Vibhishna and Samudraraja to Rama
quickly follow. Brahma’s stotram after the war is taken up next. Rama then shows Sita the
battlefield and other salient spots en route to Ayodhya. The final twentyfourth Ashtapadi
covers the Rishis’ stotram to Rama after Pattabhishekam.

Sri Rama Ashtapadi is the loving and inspired work of the poet Sri Ramakavi and is sure
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to instil devotion in the mind of the reader and singer towards the lotus feet of Sri Rama
and Sita.

P.R.Kannan

Navi Mumbai

M: 9860750020

o
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Ramashtapadi by Sri Ramakavi

SRR, STedTe= Iad

Raga Arabhi, Tala Ata

2 | qH 91fe W-HAEY TEOS T
HIHAT- S FHed® HIAUHd- TR TH qIfE
Slokas

Rama, protect me. Enchanter of Lakshmi; Rama the king; Treasure house of Compassion;
Kalpaka tree fulfilling limitless desires; One who frightened the Ocean (Samudraraja);

Rama, protect me.

AN N N NI aN

ARGS9 1 | TAE TH 9T |
Elephant (or Aswatha tree) in the woods of Vedantas; Ordainer of fulfillment of Yoga;
Having two arms (powerful) like the serpent king (Sesha); Hero in the dynasty of Raghu;

my Lord Rama, protect me.

39 39 g Fa=TaeE AsEg 4 a4
AT S-S Ras- W= AT 7911 T q1iE I

Deva among Devas; Ancient One, whose form is Consciousness; my prostrations to you
again and again. Dispenser of fruits of true feelings of bhakti; Pervading the entire universe
of feelings; Rama, protect me; prostrations to you again and again.

= ¥ faN by =~
QIR 0T, ST Itad
(Raga Sourashtra) (Tala Adi

oo o o o
fafEa-aaa™ FOfaaa Aa-EaRa™ A5, I

o . o o o

R RIGER ) HFD HEHTARMIAT HFSH_

rAmAShTapadil.pdf 3



Tt YHRAEHAT TSI

To the protector of Earth, to the extremely valorous one, to one whose account is glorious,
may you be auspicious. To one who put on the garb of a king, whose greatness evokes

wonder, may you be auspicious.
QRINI-AFIE qIHH-gqd™ W—W HFSH
ﬁ oS - 3 o o o - "
To the good fortune of Dasaratha, to one whose heart melts with compassion, one who

crushed the ten-headed Ravana like a mosquito, one who put on the garb of a king; may

you be auspicious.

TG FATUEITE Hges-Ta-ME AgesH. ||
%1 o - . o o o - "
Worshipped by the Lotus born Brahma; of the very form of auspiciousness; soft in speech;

one who put on the garb of a king; may you be auspicious.

| SHTEYE]!
(AT e
ASHTAPADI 1
(Like in Pralayapayodhijale)
2 || 9} ST W FE ded
e TS TSRSV Fad |
QIS &Xd 9 TS AR ieTHd
Sl SEd WOSIHad THE e |q89: 1)
Sloka

To Rama, who incarnated in the lineage of Surya; protected the yagna of Viswamitra,

the chief among sages; broke the bow of Siva; clasped the hand of Sita, the daughter of
Janaka; stole the glory of Parasurama (in a confrontation); who proceeded to the forest and
killed Rakshasas; who was victorious over Ravana, the king of Lanka; who protects his own
kingdom; my prostrations to you.

HISARRI, AT IHad

Raga Malavi, Tala Adi
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fafd FEFS T IFTAR

Aafig Ja-™R

T Go-HGA- 2 57 57 TH &L

Rama, Hari, you incarnated in the glorious lineage of Surya. Raghava, you assumed the
body of a human in order to rid the earth of the unbearable load of sinners; victory to you
again and again.

GUUTETRIE FEUTREET,

AN -GV G- T, ()

Rama, Hari, you came down in order to help the Devas; you are the essence of compassion
incarnate; you are the moon from the ocean of milk of Dasaratha; Raghava, victory to you

again and again.

Rama, Hari, you protected the yagna of sage Vishwamitra; you were adored by Ahalya,
consort of sage Goutama (whom you raised from curse); you are the courageous one, who

broke the bow of Siva, the vanquisher of Tripuras; Raghava, victory to you again and again.

WRTEITEE qifesd-figare
foRq- e E-TeE g (o)
Rama, Hari, you relieved Parasurama of his impudence; you obeyed your father’s

instructions implicitly; you killed Rakshasas like Khara; Raghava, victory to you again and

again.
o o g o . b

Tiead- TR -GdaX-E& (T99)

Rama, Hari, you annihilated the golden deer, you were deprived of the joy of Sita’s
company; you made friends with Sugriva, the great son of Surya; Raghava, victory to you
again and again.

EARAA-ATRITE HATEIeRTS

TEd-AGGd-32RIS ()
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Rama, Hari, you stultified the ocean; with Sita ardently longing to rejoin you, you killed
Ravana along with his son and younger brother in war; Raghava, victory to you again and
again.

HHYAT-THIT TG E-GXdsq

AR TgFaUd (TEd)

Rama, Hari, you are the charming husband in the company of Sita, the daughter of Bhumi;

you are worshipped by Devas headed by Brahma; you ruled over the kingdom of the dynasty

of Raghu for long years; Raghava, victory to you again and again.

il a9 TR FHeAfd TR

F% T39 g FEArd ()

Rama, Hari, having listened to the auspicious story sung by Ramakavi, please render your
heart full of compassion and happiness; Raghava, victory to you again and again.

21, FJUated I INATHE THH W Fel THBRAET |

A FH-THTEU]- AT S SH HHTAT |

Sloka

Those, who listen in full to this song rendered by Ramakavi with devotion, derive effortlessly

the fruit of reading the entire Ramayanam.

In this first Ashtapadi, the entire story of Ramayana has been succinctly brought out by
the genius of the poet, with due emphasis on the unending auspicious qualities of Rama,
specially compassion, and the main purpose of the Avatara, viz. establishment of Dharma
on earth. Life seeks out various dharmas in a man on different occasions. While Rama
showed the world how to obediently carry out the instructions of father, and be reverential
and helpful to sages, he displayed the innate valour of a kshatriya by breaking the Siva
dhanus in the royal assembly of Janaka and taunting the ocean with the threat of drying it
up. All these varying perspectives of dharma in various rasas are brought out enchantingly

by the poet.

\ fEraTeaet |

ERER IR RER)
ASHTAPADI 2
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(Like in Sritakamalakucha)

AR, Brgzares Tied

Raga Bhairavi, Tala Triputa

TINY-JUF-qRUTE ToTd-Si®

a1 91a qUasish Seicell THE N

Rama, Hari, you came as the fruition of all the merits of Dasaratha; you protected the
world; you purified the earth; remembering your acts of your fame brings Punya (merit).

Victory to you again and again.

EHU- T Sadl-JEA

ST FATH-AET 579 54 I THE |l

Rama, Hari, your name is chanted by Parvathi, consort of Siva; you are the chief among
Devatas; you bestow happiness on your devotees; please protect. Victory to you again and

again.

AAFISIAES-TAHS &l RHS

ATH-FEUNSHATS T 54 || THEL |

Rama, Hari, you are blue-complexioned like the water lily; you are soft hearted; you are
the ocean of motiveless compassion. Victory to you again and again.

i eTag-Ha 519 514 || THEL

Rama, Hari, you are the boatman in the ocean of samsara (cycle of births and deaths); you
show love for good qualities; you protect those who worship at your feet. Victory to you

again and again.

IR T - Head 57 519 | THE |

Rama, Hari, you are the well-meaning relative for those who are bound in the dark world
of ignorance; you are the support for those who have surrendered to you; you have Garuda,
the king of birds as your vehicle. Victory to you again and again.

RHATN AT 5/ 574 1| THEC N
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Rama, Hari, you bear the insignia of auspiciousness of the world; you are at the behest of
the virtuous; you are the good fortune of supreme yogis; Victory to you again and again.
FHiSd-ATTE-TFT= HGET

AhRSd-TEEH 99 54 | THEL |l

Rama, Hari, you teach the Supreme Reality to the sages; you are the means of Moksha,

Liberation; your arrows, when aimed, are ever successful. Victory to you again and again.

_ir['%l_ o _'\ o K3 . ﬂ .
STl 2HERIENd 519 54 | THE N
Rama, Hari, this auspicious song by Ramakavi, dwelling on the qualities of Sri Hari is ever

victorious. Victory to you again and again.

ARG - AEdISHed S &R |l

Slokas

Those, who sing and listen to this song by Ramakviswara - the song embellished by words
describing the auspicious qualities of the hero of the Raghu lineage - will enjoy all pleasures
here including good health free from disease, and, freed from the great bondage of samsara,

attain to Hari at the end.

ol =~ > \ b .

IO FASTEAr SRRl

Fro- gy o e ey T |

IS TSEHTN Jaagaon Far T:

QeI T e FEud qu: Jad |l

Dasaratha, requested by Viswamitra, the son of Gaadhi, for protecting his yagna, handed
over to him, by the order of Vasishtha, Sri Rama, though he was very dear to him and
had been attained with great difficulty. Sri Rama, together with Lakshmana, armed with
powerful bow and arrows, walked some distance and saw in front of him a huge forest.
St forer=g - Hgte PR H-Ag A |
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o3 SHRTRdad faeaTg s |l

Ramabhadra noted at a distance that the forest was marked by the play of dense rain-bearing
cloud formations and terrifying sound of crickets, hard on the ears and appeared devastated
and hard of access owing to long periods of disuse. He now asked Viswamitra, the son of

Kusika, with wonder.
To5d THIEE HigeTd, dIEHEH. |
T2 TR FREH: ||

Viswamitra, the son of Kusika, started to tell Ramabhadra about Tatakavana, quelling his

curiosity and simultaneously wishing the well being of the world.

In this second Ashtapadi, Ramakavi has sung the praise of Rama bringing out his essential
compassion for the weak and the oppressed, and gift of the supreme Gnana leading to
Moksha in deserving cases. In the slokas he quickly covers the initial parts of the epic and

leads us towards the elimination of the demoness Tataka.

| FAETEIE! I
(BSlAASTFAAT F[AAd)
ASHTAPADI 3
(Like in Lalitalavangalata)
TEN T, ATt ITad
Raga Vasanta, Tala Adi
fae] aveg-aReIRTaTRES- aTferd -+ a3 |
S AR e - ReRad-Fepa-arRg=y |

In this dry forest hyenas are strutting in all directions; deer are running in fear; in this

expanse of fig trees, many terrific serpents are making hissing sound.

frrerafa Fftre wr= ash

T & a+ qlde 9
G garz-aanelt (Freaafa ~fE)

Here lives a Yakshini for long; her very (terrible) presence obstructs travel through this

forest; she has eyes, red like fire fed with lots of wood.

rAmAShTapadil.pdf 9
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FYR- - g F- Al - dfosa-Farl || ()

SfeTag- oA T A EsTTes |

fohe - foTg e -gaafd-fgl-ane-aufe-faans 1 (fw=af)

Here are kadamba trees laden with dust mixed with pieces of flesh tossed by aggressive wild
buffaloes with their horns; there are huge wild peacocks, making roaring noise, and eager
to dance. There are multitudes of terrible jackals, eating human flesh, which they scatter at
every step. The yakshini has a huge skull; her neck bones at the back are huge, formidable,

very hard and rolling.

S TETEE - (e[ H-IREd- AT |

58 Rifosanias-acii- wgav-Rigeargfa-ai | Feat)
TEHE He- el HTEE- (-GS UHugH |

T T e d-diehARacs-dJaRa-ZRugH_ || (FaEhd)

The strength of her powerful arms has rendered the forest completely rid of human

movement; the terrible sound emanating from her wild anklets during her movement makes
the forest very fearful. This (fertile) area of Malada and Karoosa has been turned into a
denuded forest. O Raghuttama, you kill Tataka and make the forest the refuge of austere
sages.

AT UG HE TR 3T |

T W AT @ Y F R\ (et

One, who sings this song of Ramakavi describing the Yakshini’s forest, will never face the
fear of a terrible forest.

N A G- agHATH | HE I RIgsH

ATt FrarrEER R A |

SRR FRIHIgH-Eal IR

<t arfea-sTamiS-gRet T e @ |

Slokas

After killing Tataka, the wife of Sunda, obtaining powerful divine weapons and repressing
Rakshasas like Maricha in Siddhasrama, thus allowing Viswamitra’s yagna to proceed

without hindrance, Rama was led to Videha by Viswamitra with grace. Receiving the
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adoration of Ahalya, the wife of Rishi Goutama and, being eager to see the yagna of Janaka,

Rama proceeded to Videha.

aiiea U e vt et TEe S RgEE . |

T TN GFT: THRAT RS, |

Seeing Rama, with beautiful limbs like Manmatha, striding on the roads of the city of
Mithila, the women of the city, with their hearts robbed by his handsome form, indulged

in various sports.

In this third Ashtapadi, Ramakavi the poet uses the ‘bibhatsa’ (disgust) rasa to good effect
to describe the atrocities of Tataka the Yakshini in the forest. The emphasis is on two anti-
social aspects: one, killing of innocent travellers and inhabitants; the second, denuding a
fertile area of land. The poet’s description is as if anticipating Rama’s ethical objection to
killing a woman, which is explicitly described in Valmiki Ramayanam. The poet concludes
with the mention of spontaneous joy arising in the hearts of women of Mithila on looking

at Rama.

o
| TgHTETe!
~C [N
(FegdqEd giddd)
ASHTAPADI 4
(Like in Chandanacharchita)
o haN : o = _fﬂ by
Raga Ramakriya, Tala Adi
FE AATHARAG I Td-HUSH-SIT |
INTS T @ TR T I [e STt |
Unnoticed by the group of elders, a woman reached her mansion quickly and agitatedly with
playful sport as if she were about to see Manmatha, when Rama entered the city, robbing

the ego of the women, who had eyes, lovely like lotus.

mﬁ oo o O = _'\ I
T 2SI FIe ST e fosmm, | @iferara)

rAmAShTapadil.pdf 11
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In her great curiosity to look at Rama, the great personage in the Raghu lineage, and anxiety
owing to delay (in reaching the vantage point) due to her slow gait, another woman cursed
her heavy bosom, hips and the posterior for causing it.
FTE SEACTHSE b AEBITA-TEH |
FAISTED FHAR T2 fAgag= Taagd, | (Sfza)
Yet another woman put on her forehead the collyrium to be applied on the eyes. Another
ran with her breasts exposed, while her beloved was watching, leaving his embrace.

o QET:\[ Eb_{_ N Ce _ag[ |
ThITTaE T y-F4-9RUTET || (et

Another woman, unmindful of her limbs, put on her tender hands the gem-studded anklets

(to be worn on ankles). Another reached the window in her mansion with her large breasts
obstructing (looking out).

~ haN qq_ o o o o

Another woman shouted without any bashfulness or fear to her friend, asking her to come

quickly and saying that a great festivity for the human eyes is moving away from vision.

T U1 HThs]- Rahae qU: e |

TSR AT HATHE Sfhtell | (i)

Another woman was going in front with rapid strides of her feet decorated with red lac; she
shone as if she was exuding the love in her heart through the tips (of her feet).

Y TTETET-TeH THIEE T SThg= |

Tl i TS gaw || (Sfar=ria)

Yet another woman looked at Rama among the crowd of people through the window

and paid respects with joined hands, thinking that this must be the enchanting Siva or

Manmatha, the consort of Rati.

1y ferdi 22 fond &g e foege |

Another woman drank the beauty of Rama with her eyes; with emotions of love straddling

her heart and enjoying great happiness, she then shut her eyes with the fear of separation.
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FHIA THARHANGE AgERad T, I (SIfe=Ifa)

One, who sings this song of soft emotions of love of Ramakavi, is struck by the overflowing
love in the women, afraid of Manmatha.

2 | FEOITTRH TH THied TSHT

g STHR! T Gt o Fage |

feg i faameaaesmE: s

FiaTh-aTd To3ca=3RE & 9 : |

Sloka

Looking at Rama, the abode of host of lofty qualities, accompanied by Lakshmana, King

Janaka performed Pooja quickly. With the anxiety on account of his daughter in his mind
(relating to her marriage), he asked Viswamitra with wonder for a complete narration of

the story of these two personages.

In this fourth Ashtapadi, the poet employs his fertile imagination to portray ‘Sringara’
(passionate love) rasa in the context of the women of Mithila looking at the strange
handsome visitor. Unlike ‘Gita Govindam’, Sringara rasa is sparingly used by Ramakavi
in Rama Ashtapadi; this is one of those rare pieces. Mithila women eyeing Rama with
love is unknown to Valmiki and Adhyatma Ramayanas. Ramakavi bases this Ashtapadi on

Kamba Ramayanam in Tamil, where such a description is found.

| TFETSIST I
((\ o o
ASHTAPADI 5
(Like in Nibhrutanikunja)
N ha¥ : o b ﬂ =~
Raga Kambhoji, Tala Triputa)
ARTHI_AUEH-Afted- Ga-ois- RNaues 8t |
S TR GEI-E(E HITAT Fifs-Sdge |l
9< & d199 ditH-ged |
mwﬁ _qé_q_l,'\ -Ev‘igil'UT- oS AN o “ (aa)
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Who are these two, with tufts of hair decorated with gem studded beautiful ornaments,

with quiver of arrows hanging from head, and resembling each other in handsome form?

Tell me oh sage, the story of these two in full. Who are they, with enchanting sweet forms,
bearing the signs of kings?
THE- AT dl- R - AT |
SREAA- T Ff a
SHSIGS -HSATEE RITFHT TSTHHANT N (dg)
Who are these two brave princes, striding slowly like lions intoxicated, and with hefty arms

extending upto knee?

HUTId- T RIS FEIsTeaT |

- FHT ST ey FifEt quigdarat | (@9

Who are these, with blood red eyes extending upto ears indicating royal lineage, and looking
similar in appearance and conduct, and bearing the quiver of arrows?

- SEENITaE FHIH HCIA-AE | (TE)

Who are these, whose forms exhibit fresh youth, and whose bodies shine brilliantly like
divine gem-studded freshly minted gold, decorated with too many gem studded ornaments,
and with bows in their hands?

FA-FAAd REITEr el aaTageat |

Y A N FITH A9 1| (JF)

Who are these, looking like Manmatha, nurturing the celebration of my eyes, and,
remaining peaceful to go with your nature, though possessed of courageous qualities suited

to kshatriya lineage?

YIATI-ATTHEIARE | FRHeEid-ATH |

AN FAES- AN H Yo o Il @9

These two are certainly superhuman, beyond measure. Which is their residence here? What
is their lineage and Gotra? O best among sages, I am eager to listen from you.

R A AaIR e e - S 9ge A |

e 1 ¥ foTad & 1 weid 9 e | (J9)

O best among Rishis, the handsome form of these two enchants the three worlds; on seeing

them, who in this world will not undergo transformation with wonder in heart?
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[ el aN o~ o
HRTHR AT AT GA- T T ASTEH |
TEATA - AT &l TgHioRieal- e 1| (39)
Rama takes residence permanently in the heart of one, who sings every day this song of Sri

Ramakavi describing the wonderful beauty of the form of Rama.

A i Tge-SiHE-ATeE-gaied:
farsi o9 Frt e R A TR |
T, THE-ANIERS FaTsd THIEH:
TS IO aa A g w1l
Slokas

Janaka overflowed with joy on hearing the words of Viswamitra in reply and sent emissaries
to Dasaratha. Accompanied by relatives, Dasaratha reached Janaka’s city quickly. Rama
and his brothers - all four of them - performed Godana (ceremonial gift of cow), Naandi
Sraadha etc. in detail and clasped the hands of the daughters of the king of Videha in
marriage.

Fafir T T TS

qRuRR éan faet aEra-ASgH. |

T TR W drates Gegdi

Hfeamaigd 2aq SiegHETd. |l

The universe became curious with freshly developing longing mixed with respect in order
to see the auspicious Rama during his marriage with Devi, divinely decorated, when the
sky reverberated with the triple symphony of song, instrumental music of kettle drum and

dance of celestial women of beauty.

The poet shows his mastery while bringing out the handsomeness, the kshatriya sternness
and pleasing qualities of Rama and Lakshmana in this Ashtapadi. Janaka speaks as if
in anticipation of Rama’s prowess waiting to be exhibited while handling the Siva bow.
This is a nice building up on what is only indicated as a short curious enquiry in Valmiki
Ramayanam. The poet does not mention Rama breaking the Siva bow explicitly here,
making it as a pointer hidden in the fact that Janaka sent emissaries to Dasaratha. Sri
Ramakavi has already sung the glory of Rama breaking the bow of Siva in the initial

Ashtapadis.
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| SS9l |l

GEICOIERER|)
ASHTAPADI 6
(Like in Sancharadhara)
dife/ SERTRIR TETUT, BPIge dres= I ad
Raga Todi/ Devagandhari, Tala Triputa
o _f\ o . o 5 - ~ - o l
ST T AT oS- & T2 R e - ST |
T qRUE-agaas Td GEdl RIS gfe aifemsy 1| (@)

Some virtuous man contemplates with love in his heart on Rama, who shines with his neck

yellowed with turmeric; his wrist displaying the marriage vow string and bracelet; with the
shining ritual silk dresses even more glorified by the fragrances used by Janaki; who is in
beautiful marriage attire.

FHe U] HUSY- A HATHH- R g IRa |

I N

V- SEHIT- TR FedToT JRARTI-HERE. | (1)
Some virtuous man contemplates with love in his heart on Rama, who is seated in front
of the altar in the marriage hall among groups of Rishis; who is handsome, followed by
Bharata, Lakshmana and Satrughna in marriage attire.
TE- AT - AR - A TRA1- IR |
o o o < o .
TTeIH-RITATY-HHAA-IREI-GIN-STh-TT9H_ I (TH)
Some virtuous man contemplates with love in his heart on Rama, who is honoured by
waving the lighted lamp studded with the nine precious gems by aged sumangali (whose
husbands are alive) women; who relieved Janaka of his inexorable worry by breaking the
matchless Siva’s bow.
G- T G Fid-fferg- e faeed |

o o A o .
AP IS FHfd- T A& - fohre | (TH)
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Some virtuous man contemplates with love in his heart on Rama, who is engaged in
multifarious sports with friends of similar age and persuasion; who is in the company of
Vaidehi, whose heart swells exceedingly with joy on having attained husband suited to her

outlook.

S TRUTE-HIE- G- Ga6-F9H-T e |
TG T - GV e AT @RI Ed, | ()

Some virtuous man contemplates with love in his heart on Rama, who is adored by heaps
of Kalpaka flowers, dropped by Devas with grace on the occasion of his marriage with
Janaki; who is in the palace, in the midst of chiming sound of musical instruments played

by Narada, Tumburu and all Gandharvas.

R T- TG ST R 2 S -<g . |
o N e

JRUTA- - - R 99 Teio-Siodred | ()

Some virtuous man contemplates with love in his heart on Rama, who shines with his
smooth dark body glorified with application of freshly prepared dense camphor; like a
stream full of flowing water, flowing in zigzag manner, and beautified with the dense rays

of the moon.

- Tl ITTRg,-Jfes]- SITh-GHIeH. |

ATTI-RIE I - SR ER-IAST-TTH | (TH)

Some virtuous man contemplates with love in his heart on Rama, who is happily surrounded
by the exclamations of Deva women singing ‘Gowri Kalyanam’; whose feet are decorated
by the edges of the gem-studded crowns of kings who prostrate.

TR (- e - T IR - A T |

TEAT-AGEA- gl T3 (- e icaa-Sad. || (TH)

May this auspicious song on Sri Raghupati’s marriage by the great poet Sri Ramakavi be

sung every day in homes, giving rise to continuous festivity every day.
2\ Frd I & gt feenfeRweat g

T e+l WR - EHEY: Tihd-SwilSsd |

o . faN [N NN H?' = =

FoTl- [THTRN- ST I ST FETR T )
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Slokas

After sage Viswamitra left for the forest, Raghupati, accompanied by his parents and
others, left for Ayodhya. On the way, he robbed Parasurama of his conceit. In Ayodhya,
people were very happy. His father Dasaratha, who was enchanted by the virtues of
Rama, nominated him as Crown Prince (Yuvaraja). Then owing to the obstacle created
by the hunch-backed woman (Manthara), Rama had to go to forest. However he retained

equanimity in both these conditions.

ﬁ]mamaﬂmmgi Wzﬁn

o K3 2 O
Wifaue gereat faswme ad:
When Sita was eager to accompany Rama to the forest, Rama spoke to her on the many
dangers in forest life including the terror of animals, with a view to dissuading her from the

idea of proceeding to the forest, keeping in mind her high birth and comfortable living.

o SNe N

WW WSWH@TQ?T |
<OT d FEWU Fei g Afasaa:
Devi, in the great forest, what will happen to your feet, which feel very miserable even in

the sands of Sarayu river and the gardens.

In this Ashtapadi, the great poet Ramakavi draws an enchanting word-picture of the grand
marriage celebration of Rama with Sita. He makes a quick reference to his encounter with
Parasurama. The much acclaimed equanimity of Rama, when told to accept the position of
Yuvaraja and then to go to the forest for fourteen long years, is beautifully and succinctly
brought out by the poet. Valmiki refers to this state of mind of a Sthitapragna (one whose
awareness is ever steady) in many slokas, one of which is:

I = FETgH SEl SHHIeHa |

NG Hﬂé:\'ﬂﬁ'ﬂw FATHSTH_

“The valorous Rama, who always had control on his mind, never left his natural happy

disposition, just as the moon of shining rays of autumn does not leave its natural radiance.”
(2:19:37)
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| gEETEYS

(Fereefer =T gfrera)

ASHTAPADI 7

(Like in Nindati Chandanam)

ARy | W, 11t Bryeares siad

Raga Saveri/ Sourashtra, Tala Adi/ Triputa

TEAS-2A TTAE-FRH gy 7Tl far= |

Tohos-AGAqHY a6+ da FHRAAT AT d |l

Humble woman, the forest life - with sleeping at the foot of tree; eating food of no taste,
that too, at the close of day; wearing bark of tree, that too, of unsuitable size and shape- is
not at all suitable for you.

TIUTEH HH €id < I 79 d |

AEGIRA-feda=r Ho- AT fozrg G o@: €d | (o)

My Sita, my life, my Sita, my life, your speech is child-like lisp. May my words, intended

for your good, get into your ears nicely.

5P EA-THCH -G -eIToT [qasd |

T FRITRGS-ARTaEfd JHAQl A a< o | (5T)

The forest, where snakes, hyenas and mad lions in large groups roam about and clusters of
Rakshasas move around, is not at all suitable for you.

SRR TIET A 2T I d |

Tg(A-HgS REOS-GAGH FoHAal A a4 d 1| (o)

In the forest you will continuously experience suffering due to severe conditions. Your body
is much more delicate than the flower of the Sirisha tree. The forest is not suitable for you.
e gral-=wg ey I gE A S |

Y T - HUEH-Hed- Al A a1 o |1 (ST

During heavy rains accompanied by cold, dusty and painful winds, it will be miserable.
Further there will be continual spread of thorns and bushes. The forest is not suitable for

you.

o o e -\ 5 o f\af\ \l
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AUIRIH g ST ATiel(el JHAT A T o 1| (SITIT)
Every day there will be very terribly howling jackals and crying birds in the nights. O
honourable woman, all this causes miserable sensation while hearing. The forest is not

suitable for you.

AT TEAS-Tdld- gL IRILAA T |
FETI-RIIH T e gwAara a« d | (mn)

In the forest dense growth of trees and vegetation obstructs the path. O sportive woman,
the water bodies hold dirty water. The forest is not suitable for you.

R R Fafrdisi Wi 9g aaqg o g% |

T U TRRE a9 7H GRAdi A 3 d 11 (30T

O beautiful woman, in the forest, Siva, Siva, there is more and more endless fear. O moon-
faced woman, you will remember all of my words very shortly. The forest is not suitable
for you.

3 q9 TH-AHIRA-Riefte AE faffa Hed |

aqie Fadd gSg-AUER gRAdl A | d 1| (So)

O beloved, accept whatever has been told to you by this Rama as it is in your interest.
Change your mind immediately, o woman of slight belly. The forest is not suitable for you.
A\ Fpe Rge-atad-gg i fageh

I SeHUT- T Taicd Gaega=i T |

IR ATTSE] AR R-IHA-HHTG ]

ITETET TGl T T TS5 STAE I )

Slokas

The charioteer Sumantra seated in the chariot, Raghupati, who had been cheated by Kaikeyi
in the guise of boons (given by his father) and dispatched to the forest by his father. Rama
was accompanied by Sita and Lakshmana. Sumantra crossed many towns and villages and
reached the shore of Ganga, where Guha, who was strong and would become the friend of

Rama, lived.

TG <o’ S Asam T g I |
WIS Tee TTeq] dgRTad daTad-a9aRy |
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Rama consoled Sumantra, who was crying very much, with the respect due to his father.
With the appearance of an austere man in penance, he proceeded towards the forest along
with his wife and younger brother.

o T AN T SIRE A, |

TH a1 g8 a1 gia|req=: |l

Dasaratha was worried in his heart about Rama, who had gone away for living in the forest,

together with his beloved wife, and lost his steadiness.

In this Ashtapadi poet Ramakavi has employed the ‘bhayanaka’ (fearsome) rasa with telling
effect. Rama’s repeated and deft reference to the delicateness of Sita’s form is to accentuate
the fear of the forest and heighten the pathos in the situation. The poet’s jump to Rama’s
departure to the forest along with Sita and Lakshmana is an indirect pointer to Sita’s
successful persuasion with Rama for accompanying him to the forest. Even in the brief
narration of events, Sri Ramakavi does not fail to mention the great respect due to father

shown by Rama towards the aged Sumantra, the minister and charioteer.

| STSHTEYS |
( o . o o
ASHTAPADI 8
(Like in Mamiyam Chalita)
ISR T, Forgearesd stad

Raga Bhupala, Tala Triputa

T S-St T G g e

Hd T %3 It 9 HaasgE-aw

219 Ra gH= gAd SISl [y 1| (=)

O charioteer, tell me how my sons, used to living in beautiful palace, carry on with Sita in

the miserable forest. Siva, Siva, o wise Sumantra, where in the forest is my son?

S Jd-Toha] RRHATE e JT |
FEHITISTY ST HTi+ GSGUN =10 1| ()
Tell me what Janaki, wearing the tree-bark, said on seeing the woods; tell me what words

the handsome Lakshmana uttered.
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. o o~ @% P N N |
- H Rl -GHg-TEany || ()

His face always appears in my heart - face shining with smile and resembling the fully
blossomed lotus flower caressed by the rays of the morning Sun.
SRl U o 79 I T30 9H1eA | (FmE)
They alone are indeed the most fortunate, who will ere long, look at my son with naturally
proud eyes on his return from the forest.

. S~ . o
dg -TATRIHH hgl GAT-HYIT |
TSI e ARt grear | (R
When will I hear his words, with nectarine sweetness and full of wisdom, combined with
natural depth and humility.

LA N o . o ~

< &UT-THE T YHATH &+ &Y |
I O =19 I ot 79 Gt fafay 1 (&)
I do not wish to remain in this house even for half a second. Take me there in the woods,

where those sons of mine are.

1T Feferdd o F |

AT 1 T 7A TgEd || (FE)

My vision, which followed Raghava, together with my distressed heart, does not return even

now for such a long time, due to the joy I get (on being with Rama).
ii el aNEEY o . o haN l
I ITEA U Awed el &€ || (BmE)

Sing with heartfelt emotion this song told by the courageous Ramakavi with Hari’s blessings

in the early morning, hear others sing and dwell in joy.
a1 sy e g e EdEEEn W
AR T T IEFTSH SRS
ITRIEd VT JARTERR: J2ITd GREmeast: )
Slokas
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Sri Rama, having asked the charioteer to return, wished to reach the other shore of the
divine Ganga river. He slowly helped the bashful Sita get into the boat first; he then entered
the boat dexterously, held by the hands of Guha, followed by Lakshmana, who carried a lot
of weapons.

AT SR TET 3T AR-SIRH |

Ug: FRS-HAH L ST )

Janaki then looked to Ganga, the river, worshipped by the entire world and the bestower of

all auspiciousness, and prayed with a composed mind for her husband’s welfare.

In this eighth Ashtapadi, poet Ramakavi has given full expression to the uncontrolled sorrow
of king Dasaratha on separation from his very dear sons, Rama and Lakshmana. Dasaratha
is also perturbed that Sita, the glorious princess of Janaka, has to live the life of an anchorite
wearing the dress of bark of tree in the forest. While expressing misery, it is usual to
exclaim ‘Siva, Siva’; this can be seen in many literary works including Siva Ashtapadi of

Sri Chandrasekharendra Saraswathi, 62nd Sankaracharya of Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham.

Unable to bear the separation, Dasaratha wishes to go to the forest himself and join his
sons. ‘Karuna’ (pity) rasa has been nicely employed by the poet here. Rama’s determination
to live in the forest takes him to Ganga’s other shore. The poet then leads us to the prayer

of Sita to Ganga.

| FEHTEIET

rTEEA gfdEd)
ASHTAPADI 9

(Like in Radhavadana)

HUST / HAHTET TEI0T, ATdTeS ITad

Raga Ghanta/ Madhyamavati, Tala Adi

9 R 3 i T FRlios AR S |

dee qaT i geiitad-fafea- = aammm

O Devi, o mother, reach my husband quickly to the city again comfortably. I shall perform

various special Poojas to you as suitable.
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FSd T U gd-Tendifad |

ST d- RIS e FAecl-Rradiiad | (Fesd)

O divine river, you remove the fear of samsara (transmigration of soul in repeated births).
O glorious one, revered by Upanishads, you grant succession of auspicious developments
to virtuous people.

R 9T IR FHNE-EEId-gIi b= |

TAITHAIE - R 78 A FEa = | (FS)

You are meritorious; you granted the desired good state to the sons of king Sagara; you
purify the three worlds. O daughter of Himavan, protect my husband, who is about to go
to the forest.

e R - eI o |
TIFH-UTiAT & Uit 7R 159 Wald 75 || (H5d)

Your wavy waters are the steps for comfortable ascension to the pinnacle of Liberation.
O Bhagavati Ganga, you are the protector of the lineage of Raghus; please protect my
husband.

SRTEE- AT S W e #ifd- g |

ATHE AifH |eT i 7H q1ed AIea-SiF || (F)

O mother, you are the destroyer of sins of all people; you are the banner of the matchless
fame of Bhagiratha. You are adored by the entire world. I worship you. Always protect my
husband.

3 T T FUEH- A AR FAS |
A5 d-FHHA-FE-ATFA-HSA-ATS | (FSY)

Devi, take pity. You are like a garland of jasmine flowers in the matted hair of Siva. You

are as if garlanded with abundance of freshly flowered sweet-scented trees in rows on both

sides.
HEEN LG - HeNE.- feeaa_ quifee™ |
STIISHY TEAL- TR 5 Al I |l (FS)

You are full of glory imbibing the matchless sweet honey from the lotus feet of Vishnu.

Please protect us during our sojourn in the forest, which is full of many sources of fear in

every step.
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o oo [N . o _r\ < 3 [N o aa_ ﬁ |
Ao Foe- e THEA e FadTas-Sed. | (FS9)
Your occasional shining black colour is from the droves of bees getting out of blossomed

lotus flowers. It is as if signifying the dense web of sins emanating from the bodies of people

immersing themselves in Ganga.

THFARIA ISR IS5 FHIHS- T |

A T BT el ST e, || (F5d)

The daughter of Rishi Jahnu, Ganga removes on earth the bondage of samsara of those, who
read every day this song of Ramakavi, with beautiful expressions softly bound together.
2| e RrEErEEEe g ARt g

e dg fafeEie s e R

Pl TG e Srf e e

3 THSRTAE Hiaqd FIe TEOT 9fet: I

After crossing Ganga, the waters born of the feet of Vishnu, Raghupathi worshipped sage
Bharadwaja in Prayaga. At the sage’s instance Rama quickly went to Mount Chitrakut in
the midst of the wonderful forest and lived in a hut of leaves. Pleased with the services

rendered by Lakshmana, Rama allured Sita to be happy for some time.

ST TS HA-TTg ! FCHCA-EHT: |

oo [ al < . o o

m’lﬁﬁﬁﬁm GUEI XA A =194 1

Rama showed Sita many trees spreading fragrance and various enchanting lakes of sweet

water at the foot of hills; Sita was mightily happy.

In this moving Ashtapadi, the poet brings out Sita’s deep anxiety in regard to the dangers to
Rama from forest life, which she expresses very movingly in her prayers to the divine river
Ganga. Sita’s love of Rama emerges very naturally as a devoted Pativrata wife’s virtuous
attachment to her husband. The poet also brings out the greatness of Ganga as a purifying
divinity, very much on the lines of Valmiki’s depiction in Ramayanam. His depiction of
occasional black patches in the river stream as signifying the sins emanating from people

who bathe and get purified is a piece of beautiful poetry as well as emotional divinity.
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| SRTHTSTE! |

( ~ SIPN
ASHTAPADI 10

(Like in Samuditamadane)

IR / SFHERTRIIIT W01, BPrgeares stad

Raga Saveri/ Gummakambhoji, Tala Triputa

8 GRS Fgfes-Tecs famfel A |

- HGH TRES- T =g FE |

aferd fafud feree ge @i age- A1 1 (@)

Here in the pleasing lower part of a number of Asoka trees, dense flowers shine. Wear in
your hair these Champaka flowers with different fragrances. O beautiful beloved, wander

in the forest now as much as you like.

3T URY Al TRIUI-(S HSATd EgaHAH. |

3T FF THS-Ag FE YA 9 I &)

Here look at this lotus with very delightful petals; it captivates the heart. Collect vakula
flowers of sweet fragrance and wear at the top of your arms in steps.

A FHFH ST FpH a4 |

AT+l [Ieed FIAEAR d §EU= || (ERd)

Sita, you like to wander in this forest. Look at this Kutaja tree with fragrant flowers. O

beautiful faced, let this collection of jasmine flowers shine on top of your bosom.

TG A TS HISA-Hge 989 7 | 1S |
GATE- Al T faferd o S 18 1| (@RId)
Now put your twin arms, soft like jasmine, round my neck. O delicate one, wander in this

place where many types of flower-bearing trees abound.

oSN o o

SIAETER o FAEITH gfird FaRfie aeaisfi & |
S-S GE-Aae: Jaid & Soaad | (GRa)
O beloved, even if I live here in this forest for a long time, I feel unlimited pleasure owing

to your love, more than in the inner apartments (of our palace), o best woman.

AR WA EHE T |
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Iuferat e STd-gHdS Riidas-Hgared | (@Ra)
O daughter of Bhumi, take these clean fleshy fruits now along with good honey. O spotless

one, sit under this stooping down tree, where cool wind blows.

PN N : S A S o |
W99 - Ta FadTy Je1 d feadq | (gRa)

Place now your feet, very much pained, having moved about in the forest, on my lap; let

me do you good by pressing your soft feet so as to remove the misery.
AREHfI feRTied- FgEd- AEH - T |
deEt-Sfesd Tga-HlEd fergeig gRa ae1 1 @RI

May this song by Sri Ramakavi, cherished by the assembly of learned poets, containing the

outpourings of Raghuvara towards the delicate Vaidehi remove misery always.
2 A VTR Giendt T et gl

TR -AETEETTH Y &1 =@ aea: |

13- SR -l e - IS = - HTER -

TSI FFadd dF FEUMEhG L Ard: |l

Slokas

Rama, who was led by sages towards the southern direction for the purpose of killing
Rakshasas (who were troubling the sages), saw many of the sages living in Asramas in
Panchavati area. In the meantime, persuaded by the ten-headed Ravana, who lusted after
Sita, Maricha in the guise of an illusive golden deer attracted Sita. Rama killed Maricha,

who cried piteously (in Rama’s voice) and was thus cheated.

A very tired and distressed Rama then reached his hut in Panchavati and, not finding Janaki
there, he felt very grieved, confused and vexed on separation and, wandering in the forest

all around, he wailed inconsolably.

This Ashtapadi is in absolute contrast to Ashtapadi 7, where the ‘bhayanaka’ rasa was

employed to frighten Sita of the dangers of forest life. Here Rama wishes to make Sita
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happy by any means available in the forest, where natural beauty and attractions are in
abundance. The poet resorts to the rare use of ‘Sringara’ rasa, but without impinging in
the least upon the strict code of conduct of a Tapasvi (practitioner of austerity), which
Rama and Sita exemplify. Sri Ramakavi mentions the fact that Rama, true to his nature
of observing kshatriya dharma and helping those who seek him out, promised to destroy

Rakshasas troubling the sages in the forest as requested by them.

[Rcaceiacill
(A diq gddd)
ASHTAPADI 11
(Like in Vadasi yadi)
HETR, TEI0T, ST I
Raga Mukhari, Tala Jhampa
o s . <
ERId-grel a9 984-9gst @2 TFHH Gaied. |
S-S &SA-TIAT Faid IRATY-AfdaSH, |
T FE I T S GFAR
a4 dq T EB\I‘:?I—HCIZII'\IH & 4 ‘:I'\IISIH—H'\IH%\{FI I (aﬁ)
O Sita, show me once your beautiful and sportive lotus face with gentle smile. My heart
trembles very much now and is very aggrieved. Where are you in the forest; give me your
tender words; tell me whether you are angry with me, who am faultless; leave joking aside

very far.

o N

T TRl 9T s d 7T SERYd g TS, |

AT HFAT ESTTAY HFAT F01A-HG GESTSH, | (39)

O beloved Devi, with your help I spent quite a long time in this forest land, leaving city
behind, leaving my own people behind; the web of pleasure has become meaningless.
JuTrIT GXifetg FRTa A HIFE &9 TTed RRHIT i |

- HS- IS FRE-ThdISRA | STifad-Hel 7a-gei= 1 1| @)

O beloved, are you putting my mind to test? Where are you hiding in this forest? Enough

of this, I am shocked due to this separation; my art of life is under your care.
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- AR FHREe; T e Wifd T8 949, |
A {oh-AATEAT LT84 a1 T 7H | T« 1, 1| (@)
With you gone, the entire earth appears empty to me now. For me, what with Ayodhya,

what with continuing to live; no counter-measure strikes my mind.

G-I A IR AT 7 A6 a9 |
ALY = Feaes Hedisead e e i wegad 1 @)
Taking advantage of this opportune time, the sinful Manmatha, who holds five different

arrows, kills me silently and attacks my body. I am killed. Siva, Siva, destiny favours him.

forea- TRz EA & g wud foea an faos- & fe faos amm, |
farfengan AT 1Y Ja-geadl Jiferan afe zia TaE, 1| @@ )
O bilva tree, tell me where is the lass with bilva-like rounded breasts. O Tilaka tree, tell me
where is the lass with beautiful mark on the forehead (or beautiful ornaments). O chief of
mountains, did you see the beautiful princess anywhere, tell me.
THTE-STifed CEERI-SITU &1 BEiaL- g & 92 |
afE | gfcrer=s 2 o 271 & B8 99 gggEs | @)
O Sita, whose entire life is suffused with Rama, o light of the Raghu lineage, o virtuous
daughter of Bhumi, o Sita of noble conduct, answer me; appear before me; o beloved, o
Sita, ever favourable to my heart.
o o oo o . o 5 _'\ l
UL TSR Tt Al Wt Atfeel-STa- e a1 (@@ )
May this song of wail of Raghunayaka separated from Sita, the daughter of Bhumi, as told
by Ramakavi, be sweet of hearing; those who sing this in assemblies will not undergo the
misery of separation from loved ones.
N FRHTHEAT T4 FaT T e i
b SY ~NE o ST N N o . |
o] BEHUI-HTfecadl: Tfede TTos JaNd:
S + o0 0 S
HE-HEI-AIU Edad THIUVT-Hd TIH_
Slokas

Rama, with mind full of grief and, thinking of his beloved, enquired every deer, every

peacock, every hill, every river and every mountain about the whereabouts of Sita. As he
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walked along, consoled by Lakshmana, he saw in front of him certain signs of a fight having
taken place in which horses were killed, charioteer was eliminated and chariot was broken.
TART e TIITIR-ATHIO! STefeheg-G |

E{T'ﬁ{%?lﬁﬁ: ﬁaw'ﬂ%gaqgg: UTE F: Seg: |l

Seeing that chief among Raghus in search of the daughter of Janaka coming along, Jatayu
haltingly spoke, with his life breath swinging in the throat and frequently lapsing into

unconscious state.

In stark contrast to the previous Ashtapadi soaked in ‘Sringara’ rasa, this Ashtapadi is full of
‘Karuna’ rasa. Rama wails inconsolably; he expresses his undying love for Sita. By talking
of Sita, whose entire life is suffused with Rama and her being the light of the Raghu lineage,
Rama confirms Sita’s exalted position of ‘Pativrata’. Like in Valmiki Ramayana, he enquires
all trees, mountains and rivers about the whereabouts of Sita. At last he sees Jatayu, who

conveys to him the news of Ravana’s kidnapping of Sita.

| graRmeyd] |
(FFREARIT o)
ASHTAPADI 12
(Like in Smarasamarochita)
ARELR T, BPIgedre Thad
Raga Saranga, Tala Triputa
SIS - T[T F3T TaUT-ASE- Hie5dd 0T |
ran GERYUN Hiar iR gt Stfagqun 1 (<)
Sita was extremely pitiable; her body was trembling owing to being carried; she looked like
lightning accompanied by the cloud of Ravana, while being carried away by the king of

Rakshasas.

JRYA-g - AT H- G -0 - SIS AR || (i)
Sita was wearing very soft dress shining like newly minted gold; her girdle was making

tingling sound in the strong movement (of being carried away).

TRl W-IERT-HT &1 TH &7 ST GHEUT || (S

30 sanskritdocuments.org



Tt YHRAEHAT TSI

Sita wailed piteously, crying ‘Ha Rama, Ha Lakshmana’ with great fear owing to being

under the sway of an outsider.

AT -FE - - AT IUT-ATAH- T TS || (=)
Sita’s black deer-like eyes were tremulous and full of fear; she wished to convey a certain

message clearly by dropping her ornaments while moving.

G-I g d- el Griy oeid & ad Hiedll |l (<)
Your beloved Sita was very much worried on seeing me being killed; she was again carried

away (by Ravana).
e e e o 3 Aemers T &t 1 @@

The Devi you are searching for like a medicinal herb on this earth, has gone away in the
forest along with my life breath.

IR HeA faree Ged At 7 For me-igeiid 1 (i)

She has been kidnapped by that fool in ‘Vinda’ Muhurtha; hence, oh Rama of great fame,
she is bound to return to you soon. (It is believed that a person kidnapped during Vinda
Muhurtha cannot but return to his rightful place very soon).

SRR Tt farawicl Tgafa: BE-Afdieaa, |

Raghupati blesses unending wealth and glory on those who read this song by the great poet
Sri Ramakavi.

A1\ d Gehcd SN e Hidr- S ogH

T H-FaI-HE T96 G- @& Rd: |

3o a4 dURE-TES!- A fagat

TH: FHHAMY Tzl - ATde gMicgHE.

Slokas

Rama performed the Apara kriyas for Jatayu, his father’s friend and proceeded anxiously in

search of Sita. After killing the terrible Kabandha, he wished to get the friendship of Sugriva
as advised by Kabandha. Proceeding ahead, he saw a woman called Sabari, who had earned
renown for her service to a number of sages and who was eager to play hospitality to him.
1 T FHTE (G Aiheal qaras 2ed |

TS Fhes T SWIGRRIH GHeEarEs |
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Sabari, the woman of great austerity and spiritual attainments, was bound by devotion to
Rama; she offered fruits of the forest to Rama, who was loved by the whole world, and

worshipped him with veneration.

In this twelfth Ashtapadi, Jatayu gives Rama very valuable clues about Sita’s sudden
disappearance. In his capacity as an old friend of Dasaratha, he reassures Rama on the basis
of astrology that as Ravana had chosen the most inappropriate Muhurtha for kidnapping
Sita, Sita was bound to return to Rama very soon. Rama shows the world the path of Dharma
when he performs the Apara kriyas for Jatayu the bird, thus establishing the importance of
Apara kriyas as well as the need for gratefulness to a trusted friend, who sacrificed his own

life for his sake.

EpicEEe il

o oo oo o

(o R i sfoma
ASHTAPADI 13

(Like in Pasyati Disi Disi)
AR, Bgearesd siad

Raga Sankarabharana, Tala Triputa

TeRTTe T e - ST WeTd TR |
A1 ot T fondt & lig® AML-a= %, | (A1)

O Lord! O Supreme! O Raghunatha! Please accept these large bananas, which ripened in

the trees on their own and all these various forest fruits.

T AYRA-FE-SS Thd AT A dleg TSH, || (A1)

Take these very sweet and fibrous mango fruits, brought specially for you.

b - HE AT &R S d Ee- T || (A1)

Take these jujube (Ilandai-Tamil) fruits, so tasty that even a small quantity is satisfying.
IR e aad Wage - gaid-HicaE-aeE . || (A1)

Take these jack fruits, extraordinarily tasty and juicy, brought specially for you.
TRt SITeH-FAT« IETIN T EARTi«l HTHGIIETT || (A1)

Take these pomegranates, cracked open, and bunch of grapes and bless me.
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TE-AlA2H-BTR EE-AN STHIEHE [He-Teh S || (A1)
Take this wood-apple (Vilam - Tamil), tasty and unbroken, ripened in the tree and plucked

with great trouble.

ST -THE-FHEHE 9 W™ TR hes-AldHgSH, || (1)
Take these large forest rose-apples (Naval-Tamil), very soft and with tiny and tasty seeds.
chd AT 39 €< ©IE AN R34 HIG HIGH || (A1)
O Lord! I have preserved these very delicious fruits for your sake with great joy. Take them.
SRAHARI ITE 3T AlcligA-HEre-gH-Sdiaq, || (7Te)
May people sing this song of Sri Ramakavi, setting forth charity of good food every day.
2 | T A e e EgHa
W@: g et g focmana-atey |
GRASFIT THI EEATA-HT HiRrdar,
a1 Gy w@a-wead anfes-afea: |
Slokas
Sabari left for Svarga. Rama, led by Hanuman, quickly established friendship with Sugriva,
son of Surya, in the presence of Agni. He expressed his mental agony to Sugriva with the
love due to a friend; Sugriva too responded in turn and conveyed his great fear of Vali.
T forara Jed TWaFa-

[aN N S
oS feaaagfed: Fies: |
o arfosi W feigd st
T EEed-ITaHd M 74
Having established friendship with Rama, the best among Raghus, Sugriva, the son of Surya
and king of monkeys, felt very happy at once, and considered Vali as having been killed in
war and the kingdom of monkeys handed to him for eternity.
F FHUAD F RIS SFTa Fef I el aTe |
Rama asked Sugriva: How is Vali famous and what is his strength and valour? Tell me.

Sugriva replied giving the details of the prowess of Vali.
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In this thirteenth Ashtapadi, Sabari’s unparalleled devotion to Sri Rama, based entirely on
her Guru Maharishi Matanga’s guidance, has been brought out in a very picturesque manner
through descriptions of various fruits of the forest which she offered to the Lord with love,
after having waited with one-pointed attention for a very long time for his darshan. The poet
moves on quickly from ‘bhakti’ to ‘maitri’ (he does not miss to mention that ‘maitri’ was
established in the presence of Agni and thus firmed up) and describes Sugriva’s happiness

after meeting Sri Rama.

<
| Tggmede!
(& ASTGHN, Zfdad)
ASHTAPADI 14
(Like in Vahati Malayasamire)

-{\ﬂ\,r\\ﬁ\

Raga Anadabhairavi, Tala Adi

TR R SIS Feghitd TSISH. |
ferafa faafa foge vid gAY a@esd. |
Vali sportingly uproots many peaks of mountains and throws them up in the sky like balls

and picks them up in his hands.

9 e Toom Tl gl | (@ )

O best among raghus! Vali is like his father Indra in valour.

MY = TS HESald [a=med. |

FEfd Fehoae AH T%a-fadie qad. || (| %)

Vali further split a huge Sal tree and carries openly the strength of his powerful arms. He
is at the root of all my troubles.

¥ f& Sqeefaii Iufy fermmai |

e e Selma aqfea At | @ )

Vali goes to all the four seas every day at dawn and performs daily rituals and moves about

tirelessly in the seas with huge tides.

& I AT Wi 7 79 FEH_
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IETA HH Fihsl FEfHE T9 A | (F 6o

Vali is my brother for only name’s sake; he has no goodwill for me. He has kidnapped my
wife. I am the person fit to receive your compassion.

e fafera. gt s e |

AT Fesl-wel g 91 Ry | (@ )

I am like your brother; I am familiar with many different territories; I shall act as per your

instructions. Please protect me. Please destroy my enemy.

2 | AT FAEAE G FH T-9cad

EAT ATl Tl FEa-Tavig: |

faed ATcaaaeae IRGAEHSTY FHTGL

el Sl Afegaat | TE-RAEHS SEHU

Slokas

Sri Rama consoled Sugriva , inspired confidence in him by showing his strength in a test and
then killed Vali in a battle. He handed the kingdom of monkeys to Sugriva and stayed at the
foot of the Malyavan hills. When Sugriva did not act on his promise to Rama even after the
advent of autumn and remained engrossed in worldly pleasures, Rama, with feigned anger,

sent Lakshmana to him.

T TEIOT-&% SHUi e Wi

G- Jra=hd ST aTst |

ARG JUE- AT T T ar I

On seeing Lakshmana twice as angry as Rama, Sugriva became afraid and sent Tara in
order to meet and pacify Lakshmana. Walking with a slow gait and with the anklet bells

jingling, the heavily bejewelled Tara came and spoke sweet and loving words and pacified

Lakshmana.

In this fourteenth Ashtapadi, ‘vira’ rasa is predominant. Vali’s enormous prowess combined
with his treacherous action in kidnapping his younger brother’s wife is brought out by the
poet. The poet goes on to describe the piteous entreaties of Sugriva, the subsequent killing
of Vali by Rama, Sugriva’s assurance of assistance to Rama and his later indifference, and

how Sugriva very cleverly sends Tara, Vali’s wife, to meet Lakshmana and pacify him.
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| FEEETEIE! |
(SIS Zferad)
ASHTAPADI 15
(Like in Anilatarala)
JAR TN, ST ITEd
Raga Punnagavarali, Tala Adi

oo oo o

et fof Sae-giRg-foa v -Hees-Hue=a |

FH A GEA-ES G | (FHF )

O kin and well-wisher of monkeys! Do not get angry. Hordes of very powerful monkeys
have been despatched in all directions for searching Janaki.

ATEANRTA- e Aieard - g FR-AgEad | (F)

Do not get angry with Sugriva, who has suffered for long for want of mundane pleasures

and has now got newly arrived splendour.

SYAL-HIHS-YASTAATH AE-UHI-TRdH AT || (F)
Sugriva is after all born in the lowly genre of monkeys; but he is conscious of the welfare

of Raghava, the best among men.

TGIRIHY A IO ] SHIAHY =G 99N = €9 9UH N ((F)
He has committed the guilt of not honouring your great help; now he never forgets his own

body and does not care for anything else.
A TG 9 FE G Foard IReEX Gefe i 1 (&)
He will not commit such a blunder any more; please drop your animosity towards a well-

wisher.
Sugriva, the ruler of monkeys, prostrates to you; show compassion; quell your deep red

eyes.

faRra freaeftm Reafagest wmea wu1 4 $& 990eT™ || (F)

Do not make him hear very angry and harsh words like multitude of sharp arrows.
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SR (e R a=T= J9adl ezt sRRE @« 1 (&)

Hari grants happiness here to one who reads these words of the great poet Sri Ramakavi.
21 || Giat FRig-gady HiUy dige aifn

FgE IRl [ egaH-I-ageS: |

ErTea TERR AT i

o SEferasi--saaiadl < @l qfa™. I

Slokas

Of the monkeys planning to cross the ocean, Hanuman succeeded and searched for Sita in
Lanka all around with great anxiety (in not finding her). He then saw Sita Devi at the foot
of Simsupa tree surrounded by Rakshasis; Sita was in a pitiable condition and, thinking of

her husband, she tried to drop her body.
qaUT-Hieq - Aieat Toa-ear STe--AtEar. |
AR ARl SHs<S-gdl-Jard qa=gd: |

Hanuman, the son of Vayu, spoke these words to Sita, the daughter of king Janaka, who

was kept by force in the territory of Ravana, separated from Raghava, honoured in all the

three worlds and possessed of great courage.

In this fifteenth Ashtapadi, Tara’s very clever entreaties to Lakshmana are steeped in
‘Karuna’ rasa. She assures Lakshmana of the firm intent of Sugriva to seek out Sita, but
at the same time she draws his attention to Sugriva’s monkey nature and weakness. The
poet moves on to Sundarakandam and briefly touches upon Hanuman’s tenacious search
for Sita. Hanuman addresses Sita in the toughest circumstance when she was attempting to

commit suicide.

\ SreRmEdE
(@R gfora)
ASHTAPADI 16
(Like in Harirabhisarathi)
TEFSHIANEIT, ST I
Raga Yadukula kambhoji, Tala Adi

A9 YieideiA [Ioad RS AHIE F3S T THRS |
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T GE FE A1 feemE | (@)
O Sita! Your husband, along with his younger brother, is well and is full of love for you; he

enquires about your welfare. Do not grieve for him at all.

T TATARE TAT-THE1 7 9 HUN-ggaedn || (Te)

Rama will come here with a large army very quickly as soon as he hears my words (of your
being found here).

Owing to separation from you, Rama detests his own body very much and finds life on earth
unbearably heavy.

et | fefa | = arfa et s wadl 99 g T5m 0 (@EE)

Rama does not take food or drink, nor does he sleep, thinking always of you, the auspicious

consort, in his heart.

d I ARE-HICHN g A THISTAT foE foaziis=y || (@@ 9)

Rama does not even drive away mosquitoes and worms from his limbs owing to grief of
separation gnawing at his heart.
WWWWW-W@WW INCUSE))

With his heart entirely occupied by you, Rama looks for you in all directions and, not finding
you, he is very grieved.

TEd AH-AUEAH FEUT &1 Hid HIEI [GSaid FEUHE_ | (T99)

Though hit by Manmatha’s arrows, he pities for you and moans in pity, ‘O Sita, where are
you'.

SRR FHiarafd Tadt 3ea! famifa Afq-AfagRar, | [@==)

Vaidehi grants very pleasing and salutary intellect to those who read this song of the great

poet Sri Ramakavi.

2l | A FIIAGSIIRHAN Tl | WGl a
T AT AT R OT-ATE |

TE: N UATHE T AT HTG I

Hia TauLERR feTeniiemd e |
Slokas
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Hanuman handed the ring of Rama as a sign of identity to Sita, destroyed the Asokavana
and killed the sons of Mantris, Prince Aksha and other Rakshasa hordes in a battle. Bound
by Indrajit (with Brahmastra) and honouring the words of Brahma, Maruti was taken to the
presence of Ravana; fearlessly he broke open the bond of the Astra in a moment there.
TREEA-THY G- SareTe:

e FEgT! JYUAdH O |

T+ a-Fog: Faa- TR

HE-TE9- TR A &AL |

Freed from the Astra of Brahma, Hanuman spoke these words, which were at once soft,
harsh and of deep import, to the ten-headed Ravana within the earshot of Ravana’s brothers

and with no trace of fear and singing the fame of Rama.

In this sixteenth Ashtapadi, the beauty of Sundarakandam is captured in Hanuman’s words
of consolation and courage to Sita. His description of Rama’s condition brims with pathos.
The account of his clever decision to get bound by the Brahmastra though he had the
capacity to free himself, in order to meet Ravana and give him wholesome advice has

been told captivatingly.

\ gEeETSYel |

(EREREIECEE S ERERY
ASHTAPADI 17

(Like in Virachitachatuvachanam)
FATUNR U, PIgEarS 3ad

Raga Kalyani, Tala Triputa

ERUfRIE T@T Wadl 98 FISHATTE o |

forgst Ay @ & oo fefradngag=a

Hanuman, the best among monkeys, said to Ravana: “O friend, may you be very well and
healthy. Please release the wife of the king; he is in fact waiting near you with determined
mind.

T - T e =

TAfel-gq- e = AfHE arged Egrw |
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oo S o LN -~
GRI-dAI-TIUEIRd Y H-THATF Sdl<H I (F&)
O lord of Rakshasas, listen to my well-meaning words. Know me as the emissary of Rama,
Hanuman, the son of Vayu. You have made an enemy of Rama, the son of Dasaratha, who

is truly like Yama incarnate on earth.

FA-TRE Ta-HATT goRl-TH- 2T 1| (@ed)

The army of monkeys will land here quickly, ready for a tough war.
THHM EFEUS] Al WA qd S%1 | (@8d)

O king of Rakshasas, this Lanka of yours will be reduced to ashes.
STHHEHE, WIS TR fafeig—gd. |
TG-Sty F9-AThRSH [ Jwgd. || (T83)

I am alone truly sufficient to destroy your limitless prowess in war. When you will be the

victim of Rama’s arrows, O Ravana, how do you desire life?

W FS A 9 TSHY AR U] Fegh-AaH |

ST ER |1 AT 2T T, || (383)

O ten-headed Ravana, do not destroy the race of Rakshasas and their strength; listen to the
words of your well-wisher uttered without animosity. Do not become a moth in the fire of

the wrath of Raghava.

[N aNE aN

Yy faferafeeraty Raafer-agyred afe Wi |

TATA-HHRR A =i St q&ifa-Aan | (@&d)

Even if you take refuge in the abode of Brahma or Siva out of fear, the arrow unleashed by
Raghupati does not spare the Jiva, as it is aimed with proper intent.

T THEHRAR I G- E0d-Ied i3 Tad |

gl hrRSHld | Yafd- e PR staw 1 @&l

One, who sings this song of Ramakavi couched in soft and sweet chain of words, attains
the mastery to speak beautiful words in the king’s assembly.

A | PeA RN FE: eSS Sfvd

FE ETHE! T ST SR Eiat g |
Haga-TRIYaeTHagd Tsiaad a=a, |

Slokas

40 sanskritdocuments.org



Tt YHRAEHAT TSI

The angry ten-headed Ravana got Hanuman’s tail wrapped with clothes and lighted with
fire. Hanuman reduced Lanka to ashes and put out the fire in his tail in the ocean and met
Sita again. He returned in a moment to the place where Jambavan, Angada and others were

camping and conveyed to them the complete story of Sita, thus revitalising the monkeys.

ANEA ETHAI-IGHAT-ZTERFOT 37T
el Gt A e HiguaH |
fa . = Lo . : o "

The hordes of monkeys, permitted by Angada, the son of Tara, and Hanuman, ransacked

with ridicule Madhuvana, preserved with care by Sugriva. They then went to where Rama
and Lakshmana were stationed at the foot of mountain and recounted lovingly, but in no
proper order, the entire story amid clamour of ‘me first, me first’.

Hidiged- FHIERd-TERaIe THT J: -

Y- Se TR Sgfea: SHifraetera: |

T I TR &g o 7S &t gg:

TSt IRO 1A To=3 Sianeiad ||

With his grief removed by the nectarine sweet hearing of the auspicious account of Sita,
Rama became happy and looked at Hanuman, the son of Vayu, with eyes, brimming with
love and extolled him very much again and again in the midst of so many monkeys. He
embraced Hanuman with his arms and enquired about Sita’s condition with tear-filled eyes.
I TR [HiEal A=

% a0 A9 = ok FY-AEH O o S |

Hara 7= Al g aeat @ |

Sri Ramachandra asked Hanuman: “Imprisoned in the garden by the ten-headed Ravana
and surrounded by Rakshasis, what does the loving Janaki say; what is she thinking of ; how
does she retain her life-breath? O monkey, tell me, tell me again and again.” Adoring Sita

mentally, Hanuman spoke about her condition.

In this seventeenth Ashtapadi, Hanuman’s well-intentioned advice to Ravana in measured

words to restore Sita to Rama honourably, describing Rama’s unmatched prowess has been
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very nicely set forth by the poet. The poet mentions clearly that Siva or Brahma would
not offer Ravana any succour, once he has made an enemy of Rama. Hanuman is suitably
rewarded by Rama with embrace and kind words on his return from his momentous meeting

with Sita.

| STSTEEMEIE! |
( (e ol aN o
ASHTAPADI 18
(Like in Stanavinihita)
o o =~ i o\ ~ :ﬁqﬁ
Raga Bilahari, Tala Triputa
ANS-TTBEY &l | 7=+
A A FETY - T4, |l
S TH ST [SRE a9 digfd | (S0

O Rama, Janaki is miserable in separation. Her eyes shed tears continuously; she never

leaves lying down on earth.

F-A(9- 5 Ta GFa |

I [oRE ad &= | (ST

Janaki is thin like the outline of moon on the 1st day (Prathama) of Sukla Paksha; in
separation she is uncontrollably distressed.

-G AT ZNHRIEHET |

AR AR AR | (ST

Overcome by grief, she is perpetually wishful of your arrival.

HISARIF-Y[S-Jae] |

e ETafd STa-fadiET 1 (=)

Her attire is dusty; she bears a body, greyed due to dust; she wails frequently ‘Ha, ha’ and
becomes unconscious.

TR AR Stifea-AmE1 |

Tefd a1 Hiar-ERe w1 (@)
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Janaki, your wife, like an angry snake, bears her life for destruction of the ten-headed
Ravana.

SYFH-THATHY I |

qfefa RRM-a-2==4r | (ST

Lying at the foot of the Simsupa tree, she weeps and is more pitiable than even the birds in

the garden.

[a\YaN

HIART 9l heUTE-AIN |

R1a REMrR a2/ || (ST

Janaki is as if the flow of the essence of pity incarnate. Siva, Siva, her ocean of grief has
no shore.

SR (- I |

AT Hfa T, | (ST=ehT)

May this song by the great poet Sri Ramakavi be sung every day in the morning.

A\ TF: FAA AT FHR ARG aqTS: |

GHIGA! RN 99 NSE-ARE ad uag ||

Slokas

Rama, the son of Dasaratha, arrived at the shore of the ocean for the destruction of Ravana,
the grandson of sage Pulastya, surrounded by commanders of the monkey army, who had

gathered on the orders of the monkey king Sugriva.
Sutes. fefer ffas- sgddenni

NN N N .
A TRl fermn-aega
Served respectfully by innumerable monkey lords, who camped on the sea-shore and who
haughtily yearned for the war, Raghunatha spent the night, thinking continuously in his
heart of Sita, the daughter of Bhumi.
AT fafE-AUSe-qUSHHI:
T G- [AREm™-FEe: |

ST gt o N

T g i e gam= 4= 1
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In the meantime, the pitiable Rama, tortured by the shining web of arrow-like rays of
Chandra, known to be terrible to groups of separated lovers, and by the soft winds, lost
composure and spoke thus.

T T T FTeal dAf TYZT ATAN T |

AR A IR T T |

O wind, touch me after touching my love; let me then have contact of my body with you,
and also let my vision be on Chandra, whom my love also would be looking at.

TH! &EFEeI= FRTRAISH |

T FHA- e Taae

A e TS AaE T

Weeping and letting out many such words unexpected of him, Rama, the king in the race
of Manu, though accompanied by his younger brother, tortured mercilessly by the love-

kindling Manmatha, did not attain composure.

WWW
WWW |

AT Sy Tepott

MR- T HATSATEGH: ||

With his mind torn by the powerful groups of darts of flowers unleashed from the bowstring
drawn upto ear by Manmatha, the highly pitiable Rama, the best among Raghus, overcome

by grief, spoke thus to Manmatha.

In this eighteenth Ashtapadi, Sri Ramakavi has brought to bear Karuna rasa at its peak.
The separated lovers, Sita and Rama are both deeply distressed. Sita is aggrieved on being
kept imprisoned in Asokavana, unknown to Rama. Normally Devi’s face is compared by
poets with full Moon; but here Sita’s emaciated form is interestingly seen as parallel to the
Moon of Sukla Paksha Prathama day. Rama was initially in agony over not being able to
locate Sita, and now, on knowing Sita’s pitiable condition, his grief knows no bounds. He

is unable to bear the darts of love of Manmatha.
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haN (a3
| TRIAERTEYE

(AT Ffqad)

ASHTAPADI 19

(Like in Kathitasamaye)

SAMERLETIT, FFATSA I

Raga Aabhiri, Tala Jhampa

T faa-ity Af Gram 9esH |

o [a N Nl aN Y

TR faeaid faiTe qa qewd. |

AT A R - HTa /. | (@)

O Manmatha, you have shown your valour to me for long. Fie upon your valour, you exhibit
it to a separated lover. Why are you torturing me, distressed due to separation from my
beloved.

o=t e Re =i 9 |

WA e Y 58 R A | @)

Siva, Siva, you are causing agony like a Pisacha (goblin). If you are truly valorous, you
appear before me carrying your bevy of arrows.

- qEEis 9q gurd SgARaTH. |

FNUIHE Tl J AH AT F&fcd SRAM. | (STad)

Though possessing only limited energy of life-breath (with no body), you seem to carry a
heavy load. I have surrendered to you; I bear no enmity towards you.

IS = TN Af gl T8@id STt |

IS Fa - aa.araal || @)

Do not cleave me with your arrow; in my heart abides Janaki. You have a heart devoid of
pity; you are indeed committing the sin of murder of a separated lover.

TEX HiY FHEHENY ey Faea |

W& A g df S STiatq afe A 1 (@)

Attack me, the forlorn lover, enthusiastically as you wish; but do not attack Janaki, if she

is alive.
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HY THgd 39 fa214 Sgara-. |

RS STifad TEHI-TAFFS |

Ef™ 7H fFAwE A | @)

0, even Chandra afflicts my senses; you are also giving me much misery like a Yamaduta
(Yama’s messenger). You strike at my life and emaciate me very inauspiciously. Once I

depart from this body, what good is then left?

il TEH- Ry IUTa - Hw T, |
o o -f\ - o o " ( \)
May this sensitive song by Ramakavi be sung by all; let them be freed of the fear of

separation from their young beloveds.

2 || AT GIEA ez

feniferama Tawiv fendraom |

AT TYH(: 2RO

gAnTd 9 |iaal =9 3¢ 99 |l

Slokas

In the meantime Vibhishana, who was reviled by his elder brother Ravana (the ten-headed)
on being offered wholesome advice, came and took refuge under Sri Rama with the wish
of attaining the kingdom of Lanka. Rama bestowed on him freedom from fear and took on

his friendship joyfully.

NN o

ded @ TIEIST ENTERUHY FORART: T9=: |

SUSST FRTIouT: Teet Qi fHedar TH==d, ||

At that time Vibhishana descended from the sky happily. He surrendered to Sri
Ramachandra with all the three instruments (mind, speech and action) on the shore

of the ocean. He spoke thus with humility to the highly pleased Sri Rama.

This nineteenth Ashtapadi is full of pathos. Rama, like an ordinary human being, suffers
at the relentless strike of Manmatha; his thoughts go all out in search of Sita. He curses
Manmatha for his excessive opportunism and pleads for mercy. The concluding Slokas
convey the celebrated surrender of Vibhishana to Rama and lay the ground for his

strengthening of the bond of friendship in the next Ashtapadi.
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(SICSIERERER

ASHTAPADI 20

(Like in Rajanijanita)

SR, SATfdTes Iiad

Raga Aarabhi, Tala Adi

Fedsl -G -GR- AT STTSHRITH |

T ARONTAISEE A F& Geiarge- ez |

O Rama, detaching completely from the web of wealth, wife, children, relatives and friends,

I have taken refuge in you alone. Treat me same as Sugriva and Angada.

TH 9159 A FI15T IS AdTa-a18m |

QIEHY A F& FEUTH-GEa1-9T5-F0emdl, 1| (@)

O Rama, seat of compassion, protect me; stick to your vow of protecting one who surrenders
to you. Now direct at me kindly your sidelong vision full of the nectar of compassion.
Tehcd IS qaTEi = Fd SRTEH e

SETHITd Tafie qaTRTd STHISEH,

Tl I a1 W a1 FARAS | (T

O Rama, I arrived here on hearing your vow: “I grant freedom from fear from all living
beings to one, who surrenders to me and pleads even once saying that he is mine”. I am
desirous of kingdom. You abandon me or protect me, as you like.

HEI%-TNUT HAGI-IRT0T T 6 TRaTg 47 |

Brgee Uit araRsai dg YEEC AR | (@)

O Rama, Deva, you are the refuge of all worlds; you are the foremost among all valorous
men. Grant me also the status of friend. I shall annihilate quickly the thorn of the three
worlds, who has kidnapped your wife.

ST TSR T ST TE-AEE |

A TFHS-ATE AT gI1-2M6-HHAR. || (TH)

O Rama, I know warfare and usage of divine weapons; I know also the power of illusion

of Rakshasas. O hero of the race of Raghu, I am also aware of the immeasurable power of

your twin arms.
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STHRA-SgTer agRiaisy feqa=m |

Qe = Rl HehTH g9 fafera St == | ()

Ravana does not accept the salutary words of advice offered copiously in respect of restoring
Sita back to you, the advice in the form of different types of solutions (medicines). He
behaves like one wishing to die.

RG-S AHRT-EdTgS- HEa SIS |

FAY AT € AT FEh- TOREF GRS 1| (TH)

Though he is conceited with the boons he has, his power in warfare is blunted owing to many

curses affecting his longevity. You annihilate that ten-headed Ravana with his retinue with

the help of the army and myself.

AT SISl - AT St IR ITHAE G |

(A 1 ISIAHEEGEN HSAT-HEE- NI || (TH)

You request this Ocean now for giving way for the army of soldiers to move. If he does
not oblige, o the best among wielders of divine weapons, you deploy the unfailing divine

weapon.

SRR - FRRHT TR T3 16- e ST a1eH |

Sciie- g Gara 98 g e Waeed | ({@@)

Read this poem by Sri Ramakavi, describing the nectarine sweet pleadings of the devotee
Vibhishana during surrender to Rama, every day in the morning. O friend, leave aside the
misery of samsara.

1 I fonfiwur R Tga=eAIst

Y aRfaae ferga: z=mE: |

AIG3bEd 91 SIS W&y

T, e N ATy g9

Slokas

As thus advised by Vibhishana, Rama lay down on the shore of the ocean on a bed of
Darbha grass. When the Ocean did not show up, Rama angrily applied a terrible arrow on

to his bow.

< . o> a‘qﬁ ﬂ S < .
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RITHTTHRIT o BT RIgUe-EIeNTEH |
i arfes-Tzan Tgafd <t adET 2 |
Seeing Rama, the master archer of all the three worlds in the highly inflamed state of anger,
holding the bow with the arrow ready for striking with a view to drying up the entire ocean,
the poor Ocean, lord of rivers, prostrated to Rama and, overcome by fear, he quickly spoke

these most propitiating words with folded palms in all humility.

Sri Ramakavi deals with the celebrated Vibhishana Saranagati in this twentieth Ashtapadi
in a very captivating manner. Vibhishana’s pleadings are a lesson in surrender to Bhagavan.
Vibhishana refers to his efforts in bringing Ravana to the path of righteousness, his own
prowess, and ability and willingness to be of assistance to Rama in warfare, specially in
deciphering the special tricks of Rakshasas. Through Vibhishana’s words, the poet brings
out the oft-quoted, illustrious assurance of Rama from Valmiki Ramayana:

Thad JIaTE JEHitd = Irad |

T TERIET ggTHIag ad A )

A BRI e 74T |

fenTIwutt an gt It a1 TauT: @9, ||

“I vouchsafe freedom from fear arising from all living beings to him, who comes to me only
once and seeks protection saying, ‘I am yours’. O jewel among monkeys, Sugriva, be he
Vibhishana or Ravana himself, security has been granted by me in his favour.” Vibhishana

takes up his advisory role immediately and asks Rama to request the Devata of Ocean to

give way.
o
| TERiRTEYa] |
(T gEaR ZfaEa)
ASHTAPADI 21

(Like in Ratisukhasare)
N Y Y i o o ﬂ o
Raga Kedaragoula, Tala Adi

T ZIRCTE fI9E A1E 98 e HI9H |
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A & gad TWIfd Hed dd qafed-fHe-Ag&ad. |l

O Rama, I am your autumn (best friend); not your enemy. Subdue your anger. Now render
your heart full of compassion; it will also be agreeable to your purpose.

TIA-=X0T a9 H ZNOT A FE 7 9d U |

IREX AT T Tdd Fsd -9, || (T

O the best of Raghus, your feet are my refuge. Do not show anger towards me. Leave aside
this bow; abandon anguish; nourish me, who has surrendered to you.

TTifHE it T2 A @ FHiud SiawRE |

[t fohcs Hed ATERT v T HEE-ATTEIE, | ()

Look at the state of the poor rivers here, when you get angry and show perturbation. Do
not find fault with me in your mind. Subdue your very terrible wrath.

AqSINET T Fohes SieT TEfIE g 1 |

FSAN TEY SIS IR el 7iiE a0+ 1| (g9

Your vow of protecting one who surrenders to you has been noted in your treatment of
the crow. How then do you entertain with the pitiable me the cruel idea of drying up the

waters?

(The reference here is to the story of Jayantha, Indra’s son, taking the form of a crow and
hurting Sita while Rama was asleep on her lap in the forest. Rama spared the life of Jayantha
when he surrendered to him; the Brahmastra deployed by Rama took away only one eye of
Jayantha.)

TE-GAISTd AHG-d™ TRTIal AT |

T, ST STREAT SR & i | (@ g0

Let this Nala, son of Tvashta, arrest the waters in me. Let the massive army of monkeys

and others cross the ocean on foot.
RNY-TIed Achd¥d PHIA-IIAE9H |
o AT oI N N e < o
e R 989 qRIH-gd-919H_ 1| (YY)
I shall carry on my head the bridge made for your sake for killing your enemies; the bridge

will purify all the three worlds and will remove the sins of those who have its darshan; its

fame will last very long.
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Skanda Puranam states in Sethumahatmyam:

TEAT THEAT Gith: SER-ERRI. |

g &l 9 With: S1d-a9n Qua-agiadT |

A -aTEY: Hg-a=: FHifda: |

dg-aaiEd: a: ®: gud 0T &1H: Il (3.2.2¢,R)

“Mere darshan of Ramasethu bestows Mukti (Liberation) from the ocean of samsara.

Devotion to Vishnu and Siva as well as enormous merit result. Sethu is celebrated as the

form of all Devatas. Who can count the merits of the person, who has darshan of Sethu?”
TIFE @ FARM SHERIS Jazgd |
AR STSEY Jd-9RAY F&9 ESIHFSTH. | (THEY)

O Light of the race of Raghus, if you become so wrathful, the whole world develops

enormous fear. My form is after all inanimate; I am repentant. Remove the blot from your
heart.

S gl Aid I fode areaf S -FaE. |

T A1 AT ared fIsE- il 1| @g639)

Get cheer in your heart; drop indifference; you will attain Sita. Start quickly the preparations
for movement; beat the victory drum.

THFAI, TCIO-H% FM qlGg-HIRA |

I Aied TIAfd-ARd Foid ar - g, | (TEE9)

Sing this song of Ramakavi, excellent with lofty ideas and describing the story of Raghupati
and reach the other shore of the ocean of samsara.

Al || FRAI-RR oA Seedt | feraran-ffi:

S T G T AT AT |

FAT o | FFRTRUHACH Ut afd:

it I AT HOTdi ek ST, |

Slokas

Told thus by the Lord of Ocean, Rama got the bridge built with hills by Nala in the

ocean and reached Lanka. He killed the sons of the ten-headed Ravana, his brothers, army
commanders, Kumbhakarna and Ravana also for the pleasure of Devas. He attained Sita,

purified by Agni and fulfilled the purpose of his Avatara.
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TR ST hTe, T

TG H FATATA FEIfeTH |

TGS T

TNl SISl Joid gHHT fafd: |

Rama killed the Rakshasa warriors headed by Ravana and became very happy on attaining
Sita, purified freshly in Agni. He shone with Devas in the battlefield. Brahma, the creator
of all the worlds, propitiated him very happily.

In this twentyfirst Ashtapadi, we find the poet taking up the Karuna (compassion) rasa,
followed quickly by the Vira (heroism) Rasa. How Rama pardoned the Lord of Ocean on
the latter invoking Rama’s celebrated quality of compassion to those who surrender and
how he quickly organized the erection of the Sethu across the ocean, killed all the enemies

and attained Sita have been succinctly and nicely presented.

(a3
| g |
(TR ESIRMAAS Fddd)
ASHTAPADI 22
(Like in Kisalayasayanatale)
LIRE IR IER I MRS ECICT IR
Raga Nathanamakriya, Tala Adi
TR - - ST @i |
S b < ~
CIRARNT-GUAAHT-TT-ATIEITH_
TIIHAT ANE0 S A AT,
O Rama, remember that you are the beginningless Narayana, who has taken human form
happily in response to the prayer of Devas in order to protect the world from the torture

caused by Ravana and other Rakshasas.

Al FeTH -SRI N ehed - RIeqERINH |

Igd- 2 gt zaftaRNg | @)

You are Narayana, reclining on the bed of Sesha in the Ocean of Milk, who project the
huge world with all its variety at the beginning of every Brahma Kalpa and kill the haughty

Asuras as necessary.
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TG (- STl aF GRGSHFEEI |

TSIHE TEI-HI1 HH o foeic Lamon | (@9

Your twin eyes are Surya and Chandra; hairs on your body are the groups of Devas; your
heart is myself. My consort Saraswathi is your tongue. I extol you.

A9 ARCAT-S9-HUTRMNY 3 A & i, |

ATy 9 9 RHd I FJfd-Aed-feq= S, || (&=59)

The great web of Vedas does not know even a small drop of the ocean of your greatness.

How then can we even think of attempting to praise you.

Getfcl ST~ Wty LEfa Hedd @A |

St Ioits R qiceiTamie TRt w8 d 1 (@)

You project the worlds, protect them and destroy them yourself at the end. Your virtues are

immeasurable; you are the lord of the worlds. How can I visualize your whole?

TAE SIT-ZRISATNY @ AT femea 39 awdt 1| (&)

You pervade everything - all directions, the upper worlds, the earth, the cows, the
brahmanas and in fact all beings. All these created worlds are woven in you like cluster

of gems in a thread.

Bhagavan says in Bhagavadgita:

[ty afyE did g3 Aivemon &9 |

“All this creation is woven into me like clusters of gems in a thread.”
GUTU-HTigd-fafenyide fAstag-Arem faw |

Y Tod T Tsas=d-gUad [ 1| (& 9)

Vishnu, now that the desired objective of the Devas has been achieved, please return to your
original state. O best among Raghus, one without end, the best among Devas, victorious one,
please protect your kingdom for long.

gfet Tl fafem@-Tiesdrie ®mH |

- T 91 9 | & ¥eid e ®9F 11 (@9)

One, who sings this poem of eulogy of Rama by Ramakavi, which emanated from Brahma

as desired by him, shall attain all his wishes on earth.
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A IAY & EEEET Tt
T2 SO Thes- AT ARRA: |
T QAT BId e aegd: )
Slokas

After Devas returned to their own realms, Rama gave away, as agreed, the entire kingdom

of Lanka to Vibhishana, the brother of Ravana, the lord of Rakshasas. Being very eager
for a long time to meet Bharata, Rama mounted the Pushpaka Vimana of Kubera together
with Sugriva and others.

A JHHAHAALTHG

et T F=RY I |

T A (THGRIEAEIEL I

Rama, worshipped by all the worlds, helped Sita, purified in Agni, to mount the Pushpaka
Vimana. He then kept her on his lap and lovingly showed her the battlefield.

This twentysecond Ashtapadi contains one of the best panegyrics of Rama in this poetic
composition of Ramakavi. Brahma reminds Rama of his divinity and supreme state and
asks him to return to his original state of Vishnu. Valmiki Ramayana also provides an

excellent Phalasruti (listing of fruits) for this stotra of Brahma.

=\ M\
| SRt

(AFRFHAS Zfctad)
ASHTAPADI 23

(Like in Manjutarakunjatala)
YU, TS 9
Raga Ghanta, Tala Jhampa
TRy Ffosdl- 2

3T Gad Slsd-agqrad-gied. |
T id 2 A3\ (T=)

54 sanskritdocuments.org



Tt YHRAEHAT TSI

Sita, see here the body of the ten-headed Ravana, pierced by many arrows, lying on the
ground in a crushed state ready for cremation. (Though the body had already been cremated

by Vibhishana, Rama brings the mental picture of Ravana to Sita).

T R feefosdqmiy FRTR |
o o o <
g8 Gald Uddad-TdadR0H I (929)
See also Kumbhakarna lying here, pierced by my arrows and ear severed by Sugriva, the
son of Surya.
G- aqH Y FHRTH |
€ Haid HUU(d-EqHY FRH 1l (T29)
See also Nikumbha, killed by Hanuman and Kumbha, exterminated by Sugriva.
AT fobd- AR, |
T8 Gafd EaAiass-Ry-FFaH | (129)
See also Atikaya, annihilated by my younger brother Lakshmana. The entire mass of the
enemies killed by us lies here.
FHEEHRT AT H-aqH |
TE TASM-TASER=A-IgH, || (T29)
Sita with lotus-like face, see this bridge raised across the ocean for approaching you.
_ilg o o - o o N l
3E U A9 FY-JId-G&T9 | (I29)

See, here Pasupati (Siva) bestowed great ease instantly. Here the friendship between me

and Sugriva came up.

3 MRTa-AgEaHy Hewad. |

3 gd-fara-Afdega=d. || (9%9)

See, here was Kabandha, full of excessive intoxication; here Viradha of massive build was
killed.

fagafie Ry aA-@rEa 1 (9=29)
See, I spent time going around and lying down here along with you; here we roamed in hills

and forests and enjoyed.
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el TSIl THHR(A-TLEI NG, |

38 STl THRSHI IR || (=)

One, who reads this sensitive poem of Ramakavi, conquers all hostility of enemies.

2 | e | 5Tk WRYE YR 339,

Al ST fema-Sgd: |

ARSIy gersarai ufee: gl

THT @I Ge1-afeRIan Jisshfrpisyad. |

Slokas

After showing the battlefield to Sita from Pushpaka Vimana, Rama reached Nandigrama
and was met by Bharata. Clad in royal attire, Rama entered the city of Ayodhya,
accompanied by the citizens of the city and other surrounding habitations. Along with Sita,
born of Bhumi, Rama was coronated in Ayodhya, seated in gem-encrusted throne.

- LIGE qAfead T%‘Tl?‘f HETHAT- AT

DN e S

W@WWI

o r\(‘r\ag]_ oo N
fa\ SN

&el- @g‘g'r{w W ERIEE W

Brahmarishis and Devarishis were delighted to have darshan of Rama, the Deva who was
the lord of the three worlds, seated in the glorious throne, accompanied by his consort
and brothers, and decorated in regal splendour, amidst the festivities of coronation, which

transcended mind and speech, and felt happy at having attained their desired ends.

The victorious Rama shows his consort Sita in this twentythird Ashtapadi the various
triumphs he had achieved in the battle fought relentlessly in Lanka, followed by other
encounters and places of sojourn in the forests. The recall at this sweet moment of the

past events evokes keen enjoyment in the reader.

Brahmarishis and Devarishis are least influenced by events in the mundane world, given as
they are totally to living in spiritual bliss. However, being aware of Rama’s divinity, even
they could not but become extremely cheerful at the time of Pattabhishekam of Rama. This

has been beautifully brought out by Sri Ramakavi.
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I\ SgferRmEda |

(F TgA=aA Ffaad)

(Like in Kuru Yadunandana)

- VN N : _[r?\_'_ =~ ﬂ ~
Raga Mangalakousika, Tala Tisra
T T TH IORAH - o se1ead |
BT TR FAvTITY-Teag R |
IRUTE & TgeA Id-STHal-aReaee | (IRaT)

O Rama, you allure people with your attractive qualities. O lord of the worlds, you decimate

your enemies. You put down the calamities of the three worlds. O lord of the earth, you
gave away the kingdom (of Kishkindha) to the monkey king Sugriva. O Raghunandana,
you are the Harichandana (wish-fulfilling) tree for the people who have surrendered to you.

Please protect us. Victory to you; Victory to you.

Harichandana is one of the five wish-fulfilling trees in Swargaloka - Mandara, Parijata,
Santhana, Kalpavriksha and Harichandana.

U Fog - Ao FHSET 3 feamiad, |

ety a1 g Rifamera sghng J9Re. | (@RTTR)

Deva with lotus-like eyes, the dirty stain in the minds of the Devas has been removed by
you. Please protect the earth for a long time, pervading it and fulfilling wishes like those of
brothers.

T E6E - TR TAEA-THRE e |

o 221l ot aTal $6 ey GRids || (qR9TE)

You surely protect those on this earth, who take refuge in your lotus feet. Please direct
your very cool and brilliant lotus-like eyes towards the miserable people.

ARHA Wd 59 A 96 GHh-a3iaq |

T WSl HTE 9H-Gd-RIE[-E0eH 9 9 || (TRUTR)

One, whose heart with discerning intellect is in the grip of deep devotion to you, attains

everlasting wealth, progeny, riches and glory here at every step.

TFE d e qHEd AHEST TgEE] |
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e o

el ICET-TET TN = Hehfadl-fdfasead || (IRUTR)

Very beautiful and sweet poetry approaches him speedily and pleasantly, whom the art of
uttering your nectarine names grips like a beloved.

el gl GRE ¥ TR |

drafed ad THHAT Jid TIRATd g || (TRUTE)

So long as Chandra and Surya in the sky, and the earth with hills and forests last, your story

of Rama will remain established with ever-new joy.

ST ST U9 ST ST HE S ST dd ST HEGH |

T T S A A 5 5T a9 IHESH || (TRATE)

O Raghava, victory to you. Madhava, victory and auspiciousness to you. Ever alluring to
Sita, victory to you. May all auspiciousness be yours.

{ |1:|a|;ai|a_'\|aq '\|%|(-|'\|1:|1:|' qg_qra:uqq;_qgﬁaqaq |

Tad ST R Wt HeT RHE- T 2Ed- R, || (R

May people on earth read this festive story of the hero of the Raghu dynasty, authored by
Ramakavi and attain supreme and everlasting glory joyously here and hereafter.

A1 | fries FATeT Feul: SIS T

A EESTIg- Hiead-HETIHE.- fagul: |

S Fid: SRR HHHERRM:

FUTE Ficreeral gie G4 FETeg T 32, |

Slokas

May this sweet composition by the illustrious Sri Ramakavi, the Koustubha jewel in the
ocean of the dynasty of Visvamitra, belonging to the glorious Hosani sect of Karnataka, the
scholar-jewel living in the great village in the Chola territory, carved by Raja Sri Sahajindra
(Shaji Maharaj), provide enormous cheer in the hearts of virtuous people.

: 2TRg g fonifar Afed: =ir wams:

frg-Ue e AUeA! fereud: Hulies-gamfd: |

T A THR(ST SR

TuisT ST Y Gelig- =T g2

This story of Rama, the shower of nectar, has been written by Ramakavi at the request of

the unparalleled great and glorious king of Karnataka, the foremost among the virtuous,
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extolled by the assemblies of scholars, who shines in Srirangapattinam, for the cheer of the
Chataka birds in the hearts of wise men. (The import is that just as Chataka bird lives only
on rain drops, wise persons live on such enlightened nectarine shower of poetry).

ST STl G SRR

TG SSTH-HIT UL TG |

SENTA- T AHIANH- TR T

GLEIE- feian Achdl TRt )

May this Ramagita written by me, the pleasing poem describing the auspicious account of

Sita and Rama, the poem which is unique and without parallel, esteemed by many poets,
beautiful in that it describes that one object which deserves to be described, versed in sweet

words, be victorious in this world.

Sri Ramakavi combines prayer, narration of the greatness of the story of Rama, Phalasruti
(listing of fruits) and Mangalaasasanam (expression of auspiciousness) in this concluding
twentyfourth Ashtapadi. Like in Valmiki Ramayana, the poet says that the story of Rama

would continue to attract people on earth as long as Surya and Chandra, and the earth exist.

The fact that this Rama Ashtapadi by Sri Ramakavi, like its predecessor Gita Govindam,
has found a lasting and coveted place in the prevailing Sampradaya Bhajan system speaks
volumes for the content, presentation, inspiring devotion and sweet melody of the work.

Sita Kalyanams conducted in Bhajan Paddhati incorporate this Ashtapadi lovingly.

The translator believes that this effort would help many devotees of Rama in understanding

and enjoying the import of this unique composition.

Tl TR SRS g AT - ST STE -

QAT - BRI+ T ST ST o

SRRt <fiETed) Tegon |

Thus ends Sri Rama Ashtapadi by Sri Ramakavi, the pearl in the dynasty of Visvamitra,
belonging to the Hosani sect of Karnataka, shining in the assembly of scholars extolled as

the foremost in Choladesa, living in Shajahindrapura.

I e

Encoded and translated by P. R. Kannan (Copyrights)
Proofread by P. R. Kannan, Rajani Arjun Shankar
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