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Atmanathastutih Rudrakrita

ஆthமநாத²shதி: th³ரkh’தா

சrhேவத³ஶாய ஶாவதாயாதி³rhதேய ।
ஆthமநாதா²ய ஜக³தாmh ³ரேவ ph³ரமேண நம:॥ 1॥
ஸth³க⁴நாநnhத³கnhதா³ய சிதா³நnhத³shவபிேண ।
nhத³⁴ஹவாஸாய ³ரேவ ph³ரமேண நம:॥ 2॥
விதா⁴th’ஹiµkh²யாநாmh விேவஷாmh ஜக³தாமபி ।
jhஞாநதா³thேர ஸுமஹேத ³ரேவ ph³ரமேண நம:॥ 3॥
அேரணீயேஸ தshைம மஹதச மயேஸ ।
rhயாதீதாய ஶுth³தா⁴ய ³ரேவ ph³ரமேண நம:॥ 4॥
shரShmh விதா⁴th’பாய ரmh விShiΝபிேண ।
ஸmhஹrhmh காலபாய ³ரேவ ph³ரமேண நம:॥ 5॥
விதி⁴விவmhப⁴ராபீ⁴Shடphரதா³ph³ஜசரய ேத ।
விவாதீதாய விவshைம ³ரேவ ph³ரமேண நம:॥ 6॥
ஸஹshரஶிரேஸ ph◌⁴யmh ஸஹshரா⁴ஜாŋhkh◌⁴ரேய ।
ஸஹshராக³மேவth³யாய ³ரேவ ph³ரமேண நம:॥ 7॥
பசாநநாய ேத³வாய பசph³ரமshவபிேண ।
பசாரshவபாய ³ரேவ ph³ரமேண நம:॥ 8॥
மth³ப⁴rhthேர ஜக³தாmh பிthேர காரணthரயேஹதேவ ।
நமshph◌⁴யmh நமshph◌⁴யmh நமshph◌⁴யmh நேமா நம:॥ 9॥
அபராதா⁴ேதாேபதmh மஹாகlhமஷமாநஸmh ।
பா மாmh பா மாmh நிthயmh பா மாமாthமநாயக ॥ 10॥
th³ேரஶகதி²தmh shேதாthரmh த³ஶகmh ய: பேட²th மாnh ।
காலmh’thமதிkhரmhய ஸ சிரா:ஸுகீ² ப⁴ேவth ॥ 11॥
இதி th³ரkh’தா ஆthமநாத²shதி:ஸமாphதா ।
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Tirupperunthurai (also called the

Athmanathaswamy temple) is located in

Avudaiyarkoil village, near Aranthangi in

the Pudukkottai district of Tamil Nadu. It

was built to honor Lord Shiva. The presiding

deity is formless (Atmanatar); there is no

Śivalingam but only a pedestal (AvudayAr)

located in the sanctum, hence the name

Avudayar Koil. The God faces South in this

temple- in Dakshinamurthy or Guru form. His

consort is worshipped as SivayoganAyaki

(YogAmbAl) in iconless form. There is no

Nandi bull icon as is conventional in almost

all Shiva temples.

There is deep spiritual significance in

this. Hinduism allows deity worship for the

novice. As one’s devotion matures, one begins

to contemplate the truth of formlessness of

the Brahman. The temple has been designed

to illustrate this theology. This one of the

rarest Saivite shrines in whole of India to

portray the supreme truth symbolically. Since

the soul (athma) has no form, the deity is

called Athmanathar.

Legend has it that Manickavasagar, one of the

four Saivite savants, constructed the temple

at Avudaiyarkoil.
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