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Tirupperunthurai (also called the

Athmanathaswamy temple) is located in

Avudaiyarkoil village, near Aranthangi in

the Pudukkottai district of Tamil Nadu. It

was built to honor Lord Shiva. The presiding

deity is formless (Atmanatar); there is no

Sivalingam but only a pedestal (AvudayAr)

located in the sanctum, hence the name

Avudayar Koil. The God faces South in this

temple- in Dakshinamurthy or Guru form. His

consort is worshipped as SivayoganAyaki

(YogAmbAl) in iconless form. There is no

Nandi bull icon as is conventional in almost

all Shiva temples.

There is deep spiritual significance in

this. Hinduism allows deity worship for the

novice. As one’s devotion matures, one begins

to contemplate the truth of formlessness of

the Brahman. The temple has been designed

to illustrate this theology. This one of the
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rarest Saivite shrines in whole of India to
portray the supreme truth symbolically. Since
the soul (athma) has no form, the deity is
called Athmanathar.

Legend has it that Manickavasagar, one of the
four Saivite savants, constructed the temple

at Avudaiyarkoil.
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