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A Commentary on the Rudra-Stotra

By

V. S. Agrawala

8,e0308)0oFse )T WIEES B3 380

DB, B8 R0mered8e (09. 74, BRES 22-34) . €98, THT3RL T3eeSs
QBPTIETNY): BY0Ze . DBTOS®, Doe3ea03° T39,z380023, DT B2,
R)3,9; A0, . NFE Tode. T 03 23pSe 23nde Bre3Tdcie
2z303e, 336 e}d 2IN0CE0 BRETIDS 5@539 . BReaJex
€9859035

2002308p =39 . 9N BYT3s Readds €930, ARG a‘iraemadﬁe% dd
€98590339 dacjﬁégdo 0 . T3 DI BB 30eBTs Q3 ci’)riqs@e .
23, 2NZs FoTEaY3°® D3 9ZT VS IJTE D03 5DESs -
PILS eagdégdo 302308 03: méaméoi)ée .3, zsozoé RSN
a';@ééz%ﬁ?s 008 8,00:3080e33, ai)zs%@pd& €93, o—’g)dei?sFée .

The above Rudra Stotra by kRiShNa is inspired by a Vedic spirit

and begins by invoking the etymological import of Rudra from the

root rud ‘to weep’. This symbolical meaning (arthanirvachana)

is first recorded in the shatapatha br. (VL. 1. 3. 10):-

03 eedes® BT, 0° ToTs .
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When kumAra was born, he wept and, therefore, was named Rudra
from BTE ‘to weep.” This occurs in the Agni-chayana contest,
where Agni is the new-born babe (&dmd), the prANic principle
of the manifestation of life, that in each birth becomes young

or renovated (5@6 3&,@? 2553 23903)a339:39). This agni or prANa
is the pulsating principle of Life which manifests in the plant,

animal and human kingdoms. He is named Rudra (Eﬂﬂdﬁejif (33@8,
533(5 5.3.1.10). What is the esoteric symbolism of the

word Rudra? The name points to a mystical meaning by the well
known Vedic dictum '&336?3§3€ ﬁﬁ@?é??@ E&@Qﬁgg)&j@ a:}
t3ed0s @stéadc_,’&s ‘that which weeps’ refers to a child

who starts life with weeping. The child weeps because he is

afflicted with hunger. Hunger implies the desire for food, or

what is called the principle of €98:590339, i.e. assimilation of

food from outside. Q:‘DQZ is the eater of food and €T is food;
Agni is E’;‘)@ld and Soma is 9;9501; @%—@%ﬁ is a veritable
pair that upholds the law of life. Food (€98:3) and nourishment
(o—-"gaeo—-’aea) go together; and it is agni that is always the eater

of 3O or BeED (9N BAHZIS® Jpeaadress Dade Bde,
Rv. I. 1. 1). Assimilation and elimination make up the first

law of Life or prANa, upon which depends its second feature,

viz. that of growth (?%0388). Assimilation in symbolical

language is rudana or weeping, i. e. hunger or the crying

for food (6:95630539), of which the perfect demonstration is

seen in the new born babe. The shatapatha br. makes a clear
statement about agni being Rudra for he cries for food as the

means of obtaining immortality and the Devas appease him by
offering food. agni longs for food and the gods bestow upon

him the highest immortality through food (Qﬁ&él or R-‘iraea)) by
which his terrific form becomes appeased, i.e. d)@dedézs

89?1 becomes emo:-ided:%s. This is the mystical import of

the B3TR,03 litany of Yajurveda, Ch. XVL[1]
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Here 53(5)@9050 is equated with emo:%ded:% or

%Oéd)a_)edb; d)Ci is the ‘animal fire,” expressing

itself as hunger, which is the flare or flame in each individual

or creature, referred to as abéozs in the first mantra

3533_9? d)d_) d)ﬁéﬁe Yajurveda XVI. 1. Itisa NI

stotra to Rudra comprising a sting of [g offerings, where

S8 means  food @90 Reds, BBWG 6.3.1.17)

which is the highest kind of ‘reverence’ offered to the Deity.

Agni grows amongst creatures for the consumption of every kind

of food (239038 £ DITF 0eZeoRFe T D Ve3e D9, 59,03
230 3e ééﬁfﬁ 9.1.1.3). agni as Life has a hundred heads

with a hundred mouths all longing for appeasement through

food-offering (53593‘5?(5&)@53&3?0&0, 5(53(5

9.1.1.7).

This was the Vedic background of Rudra and his Rudana, which

is correctly interpreted by Griffith as ‘the hundred forms

and powers of Rudra representing life and nature’, where

‘Agni has on completion become Rudra’.

The PurANas fondly borrowed and repeated this Vedic conception

of Rudra, one of the clearest statement being in the li Nga

purANa:

e953,50033 8¢ ToT3e, DTI0800e583 30T .. 23..

Bredmos® en DFBo Sea o3, SR ob3 .

odre DorIaRie eV ,Fa0 A€ TFIIRE SBT3 .. 24..

<09,E598 S09,£9e3390 22e0330s T3 23T QTs . 25..
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Not only Rudra is derived from rud, but rudra is identified

with prANa, a truly Vedic metaphysical doctrine, e.g.

209,509 &3 BOTID;3 . W,FDD €T30 Ja3ro Beer3adrod .
(2350003 V. 239, 4.2.6)

33ade Doy, A3 BBeede PHdase w50 €33, For: .
(33D 11.6.3.7)

Wherever there is a body constituted of the five gross elements

(bhUtas), there inheres within it the Life Principle called

prANa, or in its several functioning aspects as prANas. The One

Rudra becomes many Rudras (d)ZDD_) d)QD_)OEjﬁO?:)a?)S, @Oﬁ@@ﬁs
1. 82. 41). The harivaMsha repeats the epithet of rudana as

rorUyamANa, ‘crying day by day, or frequentatively’, and also as

rAvaNa, i.e. the divine principle of prANa or rudra that makes

a ten-headed Asura cry, referring to the prANas within the body

(déea”oe o_’g)dbo_ge 209,8998) whose riotous aspect is rAvaNa.

The etymology of Rudra is also connected with drAvaNa, which is a new idea:

3e 303 e B3033, 23ne3030 HTIHO
BredDon® w3523, &3 Ide Ty, 73 <, Fok .
(B®OT03 3.14.39)

What is implied in this idea of drAvaNa, ‘taking flight'? This

too is a Vedic conception, viz. agni being frightened of the

gods fled in the form of a ag)ﬁ (i. e. animal) and concealed
himself. The meaning is quite obvious, viz. that agni as prANa
(Life or Energy) can never be seen in concrete or manifest form
unless it incarnates in an animal body. The animal form is

material (made of the Five bhUtas) and agni comes within the
orbit of our experience only on the plane of matter. agni is
visualised not as prANa, but prANa within the mRigas. It is

the same thing as m_,maséA and &i@@@é joined together, Life
and Matter integrated in manifestation. This is the principle

of drAvaNa or the flight of Agni as mRiga; each such mRiga
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or creature is pierced by Rudra’s dart who is the Great Hunter
(d%ﬁﬁl)&%é), for which the mRigashlrsha star in the sky

is pointed out as a symbol on the basis of AW oi')mes

By referring to Rudra as 22030, the Vedic invocation

of BBPVV0 B303€ 302 and the rich doctrine of pashu and
pAsha and pashupati as elaborated by the pAshupata shaivas is
hinted at in purANic terminology, as explained in my article

on pAshupata yoga (purANa, I, pp. 242-243). From brahmA,

the Creator, down to the plants and trees, all are pashus:

20,39, 009¢ 593000308, (3ec3T3ecsT; Ped3s .

weid wbﬁfaeé Fo3e mo—adaieidésﬁ
(©ONTR)TIED 2.9.11-12)

2,559, D o030 TEAR® 20y, | sHBeFT:s .
3DNOEEaEdOYs 088 Fo0HE0 FoT0HS ;030 ..
(©ONTR)YTIED 2.9.21-22)

Animals from the Rigveda onwards have been classified as tame
(grAmya) and wild (AraNya, Rv. X, 90-8), the former being

fit for yaj na and the latter being ayaj niya or amedhya; the
former being symbols of Devas and the latter of Asuras (i. e. of
dedicated power and riotous unharnessed power respectively).
Vs. 24 repeats the significant epithets, é‘?%d é‘?é

referring to shiva as the paramount Lord IshAn, because of
which He was known as abéezgd in his transcendent form.
Vs. 25 distinguishes between &i@é and @ﬁd, based on the
§d Eé)d)o_)& and €:9§C5 E’g)d)ﬁ doctrine of the Rigveda

{1, 164-42, 33s §dézs§\d°) bhUta or Matter is called

kShara, as defined in the gltA (§58 Joeed 2:1!3333,
15.16). S3,€d or eadég is called €980 (cf. €S0 12.3,
0dre 3 3TeATee B30 BOVETIVSe), also called
araésx-’% (araésa-"u%esgd emzszsée, Ae39 15.16). The

purANas make very frequent references to AKSHARA-
S geodie S gOR 5 B0ee3BZ0e .
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The muNDaka up. contains an exposition of Q:Dﬁd T, also
called B0 zg,aé&’)mzs (1. 1-2) and according to it the
source of this Universe is akshara, also identified with Satya,

amRita, prANa. A significant term for it is [ed-

0dyz 5eBr0e2397979:g00 23,8, 0PI T0 .

2923030 33REIV0 TT0 N23Be30 JEEND .. (B. 1.3.2)
The Q—Bgd or &39,€d is the Bridge connecting the lower

§qd Eé)d)o_)& with the highest 9:955033 @d)o_’& called
@d)cf}.@?% &. Kshara is Matter, akshara is Energy and avyaya
is Consciousness. akshara is therefore the connecting link

between the two. If we conceive of these three as a circle,

6936053 is its centre, @éd the diameter, and kShara its
circumference. It is the activity of the akshara that measures

out the circle:

023 W) Te L9 BReH0 233053 0eadIL 38R .
9339 3,30 saaaag)éﬁzs 923938 To HO ..
(Rv. X, 13-3)

According to Griffith this stanza is most obscure; his translation is—
‘Five paces have I risen from Earth:

I follow her who hath four feet with devout observance.

This by the Sacred Syllable have I measured:

I purify in the central place of Order.’

Earth here is the symbol of each material creation (bhUpiNDa);

in its pulsating centre is the creative force of prANa

measuring out the Five aksharas through five steps, viz. brahmA
(sthiti), indra (gati), viShNu (Agati) and agni-soma. This is

the akSharavidyA, the pulsating rhythm which measures out the
threefold manifestation (mana-prANa-vAk) of each life-centre
against the background of Rita. Rita is Soma and akshara

is agni, the latter by virtue of its rhythm of expansion and

rudrastotramkRiShNa.pdf
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contraction (sama nchana-prasAraNa, prANApAna, shvAsa-prashvAsa)

is drawing in matter from outside and creatingi the material

body. This was the ancient kSharAkSharavidyA-

03H@BT0 Bo23dI0 B,e8 adwedee 3Ty €97) 03I F0e3HoS .
(20330 €3.2.3.20)

The five constituents of akShara are enumerated in the following mantra:

3or}, wotig el Fozd o AR TDhmodee s
3,0 20,89, BONITF 20T, £908€ Z,0 IFSes Te3e

o_"g)dOCDDZS . (3. 2.1.3)

‘O Agni, thou art Indra, thou art viShNu of the mighty stride adorable:

Thou Brahmanspati (Soma), thou brahmA; thou as agni bringing

in Rayi (rayi, the opposite principle of AgneyaprANa): thou

Sustainer (vivartaH) with thy power dwell in our Pura (so that

we may become Purusha).’

The invisible or unmanifested centre of Life is essentially

the akshara, the Divine Principle which creates and controls

the manifested bhUtas:

€953 89580 BBYBRI0BE T390 N30 . (Aeso 8.29)

It is rightly said that all creation takes place by virtue of

akshara or the pulsation of prANic rhythm:

IPZOIBRHEE DB (B0 1.1.7)

SEIZTIT® o8 a-"uaedoé 29398 R,23903h03e 33, z%méb 0303
(V0BT 2.1.1)

It is the mighty reality of akshara or activating Energy that

upholds all the material world:

0350 BR2IY BT JoZFY B Beeledecdeogtessesdre
Bez0s DOZFags

(23eRead GUE.239, 1.10.3)

The @éd is both the unifying Thread (K").DE?JBDé = the Thread

Spirit) and the dynamic controlling spirit called antaryAmlI

atmA. It permeates each and everything in its hundred,

thousand and million manifestations and thus is the basic

8 sanskritdocuments.org
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Immortal Principle (@é@) underlying all space:

3030 93593305} B30 O3 B8H
DBD,LIISANITD &0V
(QO3NV3P)SVET RAVAZAPENEIA I AR GiaKe @é@dpéesmoég

Like the mighty irresistible flood it overflows and overtakes

each and everything, the lower and the higher ones, as itself

being the Supreme Indestructible Reality — this Akshara is

the One Divinity:

ODFIEIE )T 0T BOs3TBe3De3I0N® 23238, HIe3reed
9380 R0sBBRe3Be0dne 2338 .

(23; V. 239, 1.10.5)

In vs. 25 the great Vedic doctrine of Qﬂﬁd is invoked by

calling Rudra as the Lord of Akshara (Q—Bgé?é) and the

Unmanifest Akshara from whom the Universe emanates in each

cosmic aeon.

In vss. 26-27 Rudra is addressed as ﬁem@ded, Supreme One God

over all the gods and demons, referred to as RDT/OTIE in the

Rigveda (IV. 58.3) and 0TBITIS in the purANas. The doctrine

of trika or triple manifestation is the bedrock of Vedic

and purANic metaphysics and in fact of all ancient Indian

philosophical thought. The same is frequently mentioned

in the Vedas and is the permeating spirit of purANic

cosmogony. Verse 28 refers to it under the two symbols of

Three Earths (bhUmitraya) and Three Mothers (tryambaka). For

the generation of Mind, Life and Matter which constitute the

unified Fire of prANa, Three Mothers are essential, as the

tisro mAtRIH of the Rigveda:

3808 398 R eD° HZ D° )23T3eE UTETT eI T0o308 .
@3. 1.164.10)

3308 mzsdpe Q&30 €9030R, D 322 230:00eTT0s WBTIOs
@. 7.87.5)
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3,33 23Be)eHTO B30 Dedpe SoBo Tgerde BYRTEDEES0 .
. 1.34.8)

38008 H&eTITTIR YT MHdbo 53¢ V&8e BB eeso .
. 3.56.2)

REBIBITIYE 230 Bede .

(e9BIE. 8.9.16)

Earth and Heaven (mém E’g@&)e) are the combined units of
generation, Universal Parents (ES%% Q3D %@cﬁ? dm@)), who
together form a single Pair spoken of as one prajApati. There

are the Three Worlds (Zdﬁ%Ofb), also called @d%Oﬁ)

(w%ég 30 DT, R)TZ,030 &, DoNR)TEd R)TE, 172.152;
L 71.24), the Triple Cities of Gold, Silver and Copper,

symbolising the three states of consciousness, viz the waking

state, the dream state and the deep sleep state (jAgrata-svapna
suShupti). Each of them has its source in a Parental Pair. shiva

as the Lord of tripura is the supreme controller of those three

states of consciousness. He is therefore the son of Three

Mothers in his manifest form. Ambaka (8-90203) also means an
‘eye’, for each birth is an eye that opens on one of the three

worlds (3083.@9(5033% 2§§3) The Three Eyes of Rudra are
the Sun, Moon and Fire of the purANas, which the Vedas refer

to as the Eye of mitra, varuNa and agni (ﬁé&&)?@ﬁé
3(1)88@5?168). The Eye of agni is the 23973,3¥, the Eye of
mitra is svapna, and the Eye of varuNa is the c\_’).)c,_’&)c?:)p state,
which sends its unobstructed vision into those deepest regions
called the Dark Descent (59)0—-’3)9 0 033930, Rv. I. 164.47),

or the dark interior of varuNa-loka, of which the Seer is the

Rishi dIrghatamas.

The purANic authors very well understood this complex symbolism
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and their explicit statements are models of brevity and clarity:
3,0339599:30& €39e39390 MDEFINIDR 038 2308 .. 18
3e23050e0E) L3200 2B, B30T ..
e9BITIETITVTITIETI0 23I9I9,FF0R 2392IB8 .. 19
3 R, FPODER, SRe0NZ0D, 23 .
€90239 &MVE3I9 eT/ITIEEIE H;020BRY 3,0302038 .. 20
(©)oNRHTIEI 2.54)

Three Lokas, Three guNas, three Vedas, three devas, three
varNas, three mAtrAs of praNava, and Three Fires-all these

are the visible manifestations of the Great Mother Goddess

umA and of the triyambaka Lord Rudra.

sharva as one of the forms of @E’e&dmgﬁf Ci)C_j) occurs in

the list of the eight names of kumAra in the shatapatha

Br. (6.3.1.18), and is regularly mentioned in the purANas

as a form of shiva-rudra. Here the name is derived from
shatrUNAM shAsanAt, ‘the chaser of hostile forces’. It

is said to symbolise the element of Earth 230
3g@)23ee 0o 25&3933%0 20203 Pe (1iSNgapurANa,
II: 13. 19). Similarly new derivations of IshAn and sha Nkara

are offered (vss. 29-30).

The well known exploit of shiva in drinking the poison and
becoming nllakaNTha is explained with some difference, viz. that
He charred his throat on account of resisting the might of

Indra’s thunderbolt. Of the five chakras in the human body, the
é)ebao 85% in the throat is the centre of AkAsha, which is

the first and foremost of the pa nch-bhUtAs. The Five Elements
represent the Asuric aspect of darkness and death, which so long
as they are dispersed in the AkAsha or expanse of space do not
harm the owner thereof. If their poison descends to the other
lower centres they become fatal. The Asura represents death,
darkness, falsehood and sin (%3358 33 9959)30 mmé)

and over all of them shiva has trimphed.

rudrastotramkRiShNa.pdf 11



li Gga and Yoni correspond to Purusha and prakRiti, the Male

and the Female Principles in the universe:

R edonchadero tdecde 3,3 3eeeTIeHes .
DOono R)THzsee I, eeLIBIRBNTE3: ..
(©oNHTID 1.33.34)

In fact they are two forms of one and the same energy and

belong to a single Reality without distinction:

ez 05803Re23es 3 e mﬁ_ﬁea DOESs .

SR CRBHRTA 3 033 < FoBos .

(©oNH0ID 1.87.73.14)

050 dTIJ T t3ecde 0H t3ede 350 de3s .

9303030300 )T39,23,083,2308)5030eDs3 ..

(BT 390ICATV03T9, BV TIGEO 4.9)

Verse 33 refers to 0332,5‘» and O39€N as the two manifestations of

the Divinity, both receiving the sanction of the Vedas as the

means for crossing the ocean of the world. There is no greater

mysterious power than that of Rudra. It becomes the Past,

Present and Future, and then vanishes into nothingness. The

line of ancient gods like brahmA, and sages like Kapila, and

the many Rishis born from them, of all these the root cause

and source is the great Lord Rudra (vs. 34).

1. 95303 B3DD,030 2B .eﬂ%ﬁ B3PeesNe 50@,@33 .3
HR0es3, g Bz 32,70 Beso HITR)Zo HTRNITRITRS

R DRPEST, LT30S IF® 9P eI 00e . 379,309
€923e30300ET, | esado B &oTyDS . SeseB® IR,
0023093

Zer3S0 Bah03me3red . 339, HIWF 0 Bee3T® Boo3LIeZ,0
8er3;SeBHODRE (FIDT 9.1.1.1-2).

Encoded and proofread by Jonathan Wiener wiener78 at sbcglobal.net
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