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Shrikrishnakritarudrastotram

kh’Shணkh’தth³ரshேதாthரmh

(ஹவmhஶராண, விShiΝபrhவ அth◌⁴யாய 74, ேலாகாணி 22-34)

th³ேரா ேத³வshthவmh த³நாth³ராவchச ேராயமாே th³ராவchசாதிேத³வ: ।
ப⁴khதmh ப⁴khதாநாmh வthஸலmh வthஸலாநாmh கீrhthயா ŋhேவஶாth³ய
phரப⁴வாmhயnhதேரண ॥ 1॥
kh³ராmhயாரNhயாநாmh thவmh பதிshthவmh பஶூநாmh kh²யாேதா ேத³வ: பஶுபதி:
ஸrhவகrhமா ।
நாnhயshthவthத: பரேமா ேத³வேத³வ ஜக³thபதி:ஸுரவீராஹnhதா ॥ 2॥
யshமாதீ³ேஶா மஹதாவராmh ப⁴வாநாth³ய: phதித:³ phராணத³ச ।
தshமாth³தி⁴ thவாவரmh phராஹுஶmhஸnhேதா விth³வாmhஸ:ஸrhவஶாshthராrhத²தjhjhஞா:
॥ 3॥
⁴தmh யshமாjhஜக³த³thயnhதவீர thவthேதாऽvhயkhதாத³ராத³ேரஶ ।
தshமாththவாமாஹுrhப⁴வ இthேயவ ⁴தmh ஸrhேவவராmh மஹதாமphதா³ரmh ॥
4॥
யshமாjhைதரபி⁴khேதாऽஸrhைவrhேத³வாஸுைர:ஸrhவ⁴ைதச ேத³வ ।
மேஹவரmh விவகrhமாணமாஹுshthவாmh ைவ ஸrhேவ ேதந ேத³வாதிேத³வ ॥ 5॥
jhேயா ேத³ைவ: jhயேஸ நிthயதா³ைவ ஶவchch²ேரய:காŋhபி⁴rhவரதா³ேமயவீrhய
।
தshமாth³விkh²யாேதா ப⁴க³வாnhேத³வேத³வ:ஸதாShட:ஸrhவ⁴தாthமபா⁴வீ ॥ 6॥
⁴thரயாmh ேத³வ யshமாthphரதிShடா² நrhேலாகாநாmh பா⁴வநாேமயகீrhதி: ।
thrhயmhப³ேகதி phரத²மmh ேதந நாம தவாphரேமய thத³ேஶஶநாத²॥ 7॥
ஶrhவ: ஶthmh ஶாஸநாத³phரேமயshததா² ⁴ய: ஶாஸநchேசவேரண ।
ஸrhவvhயாபிthவாchச²ŋhகரthவாchச ஸth³பி:◌⁴ ஶph³த³shேயஶாந:கராrhகாkh³rhயேதஜா:
॥ 8॥
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kh’Shணkh’தth³ரshேதாthரmh

ஸmhஸkhதாநாmh நிthயதா³ யthகேரா ஶமmh ph◌⁴ராth’vhயாnh யth³vhயைந:

ஸமshதாnh ।
தshமாth³ேத³வ:ஶŋhகேராऽshயphரேமய:ஸth³பி⁴rhத⁴rhமjhைஞ:கth²யேஸஸrhவநாத:²॥
9॥
த³thத: phரஹார:ேஶந rhவmh தேவஶாந ஸுரராjhஞாऽதிவீrhய ।
கNhேட² ைநlhயmh ேதந ேத யthphரvh’thதmh தshமாthkh²யாதshthவmh நீலகNhேட²தி
கlhப:॥ 10॥
யlhŋhகா³ŋhகmh யchசேலாேக ப⁴கா³ŋhகmhஸrhவmh ேஸாம thவmhshதா²வரmh ஜŋhக³மmh
ச ।
phராஹுrhவிphராshthவாmh ³ணிநmh தththவவிjhஞாshததா² th◌⁴ேயயாமmhபி³காmh
ேலாகதா⁴thmh ॥ 11॥
ேவைத³rhகீ³தா ஸா  தththவmh phரஸூதா யjhேஞா தி³ாmh ேயாகி³நாmh
சாதிப: ।
நாthயth³⁴தmh thவthஸமmh ேத³வ⁴தmh ⁴தmh ப⁴vhயmh ப⁴வேத³வாத² நாshதி ॥ 12॥
அஹmh ph³ரமா கபிேலா ேயாऽphயநnhத: thரா:ஸrhேவ ph³ரமணசாதிவீரா: ।
thவthத:ஸrhேவ ேத³வேத³வ phரஸூதா ஏவmh ஸrhேவஶ: காரthமா thவTh³ய:॥ 13॥

A Commentary on the Rudra-Stotra

By

V. S. Agrawala

ஹவmhஶராேண விShiΝபrhவணி kh’Shணkh’தத³mh
th³ரshேதாthரiµபலph◌⁴யேத (அ। 74, ேலாக 22-34) । அthர th³ேரா ேத³வ:
ப³ஹுபி⁴rhநாமபி: ◌⁴ shயேத । த³நாth, ராவth th³ராவchச th³ரஶph³த³shய
vhthபthதி: நிrhதி³Shடா । அkh³நிrhைவ th³ர:,ஸ ஏவ ⁴ேத ⁴ேத மாரேபண
ஜாயேத, தshையவ ஜாக³ரணmh ேராத³நதி கth²யேத । ேராத³நேமவ அஶநாயா
³⁴ா வா । அkh³நிரnhநாத:³ ேஸாம:அnhநmh, பா³யத: ேஸாமாஹரேணchைச²வ
அஶநாயா த³நதththவmh வா । th³ர: ஏவ பஶுபதிவர:இthயபி நிக³th³யேத ।
⁴தshய ஜக³த: காரணthவாth th³ர:அர இதி அnhவrhத²நாmhநாऽபி⁴த: ।
இஹ அரதththவmh கிசிth³விshதரத: vhயாkh²யாயேத । thrhயmhப³க இthயshய
ைவதி³கஶph³த³shய மாth’thரயiµரkh’thய vhthபthதிரபி அthர phரத³rhயேத ।
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kh’Shணkh’தth³ரshேதாthரmh

The above Rudra Stotra by kRiShNa is inspired by a Vedic spirit

and begins by invoking the etymological import of Rudra from the

root rud ‘to weep’. This symbolical meaning (arthanirvachana)

is first recorded in the shatapatha br. (VI. 1. 3. 10):–

யத³ேராதீ³th தshமாth³ th³ர: ।
When kumAra was born, he wept and, therefore, was named Rudra

from th³ ‘to weep.’ This occurs in the Agni-chayana contest,

where Agni is the new-born babe (மார), the prANic principle
of the manifestation of life, that in each birth becomes young

or renovated (நேவா நேவா ப⁴வதி ஜாயமாந:). This agni or prANa
is the pulsating principle of Life which manifests in the plant,

animal and human kingdoms. He is named Rudra (அkh³நிrhைவ th³ர:,
ஶதபத² 5.3.1.10). What is the esoteric symbolism of the

word Rudra? The name points to a mystical meaning by the well

known Vedic dictumஇthயாசேத பேராேண phேராphயா ைவ
ேத³வா: phரthயth³விஷ:; ‘that which weeps’ refers to a child

who starts life with weeping. The child weeps because he is

afflicted with hunger. Hunger implies the desire for food, or

what is called the principle ofஅஶநாயா, i.e. assimilation of

food from outside.அkh³நி is the eater of food and ேஸாம is food;

Agni isஅnhநாத³ and Soma isஅnhந;அnhந-அnhநாத³ is a veritable

pair that upholds the law of life. Food (அஶந) and nourishment

(ேபாஷண) go together; and it is agni that is always the eater

of ரயி or ேஸாம (அkh³நிநா ரயிமநவth ேபாஷேமவ தி³ேவ தி³ேவ,
Rv. I. 1. 1). Assimilation and elimination make up the first

law of Life or prANa, upon which depends its second feature,

viz. that of growth (ph³’mhஹண). Assimilation in symbolical

language is rudana or weeping, i. e. hunger or the crying

for food (அஶநாயா), of which the perfect demonstration is

seen in the new born babe. The shatapatha br. makes a clear

statement about agni being Rudra for he cries for food as the
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kh’Shணkh’தth³ரshேதாthரmh

means of obtaining immortality and the Devas appease him by

offering food. agni longs for food and the gods bestow upon

him the highest immortality through food (அnhந or ேஸாம) by
which his terrific form becomes appeased, i.e. th³ரேத³வthய
அkh³நி becomes ஶாnhதேத³வthய:. This is the mystical import of

the ஶதth³ய litany of Yajurveda, Ch. XVI.[1]

(அதா²த: ஶதயmh ஜுேஹாதி । அthைரஷ ஸrhேவாऽkh³நி:ஸnhshkh’த: ।ஸ
ஏேஷாஅऽthர th³ேரா ேத³வதா । தshnh ேத³வா ஏதத³mh’தmh பiµthதமமத³: ◌⁴
।ஸ ஏேஷாऽthர தீ³phயமாேநாऽதிShட²th³அnhநchச²மாந: । தshமாth³ேத³வா
அவிப⁴rhயth³ைவ ேபா³ऽயmh நmhshயாதி³தி । ேதऽph³வnhஅnhநऽshைமஸmhப⁴ராம
ேதைநநmh ஶமயாேமதி । தshமா ஏதத³nhநmh ஸமப⁴ரnh ஶாnhதேத³வthயmh
ேதைநநமஶமயnh - ஶதபத² 9.1.1.1-2

Here ஶதth³ய is equated with ஶாnhதேத³வthய or

ஶாnhதth³ய; th³ர is the ‘animal fire,’ expressing

itself as hunger, which is the flare or flame in each individual

or creature, referred to as மnh in the first mantra

நமshேத th³ர மnhயேவ Yajurveda XVI. 1. It is a நம:
stotra to Rudra comprising a sting of நம: offerings, where
நம: means food’அnhநmh நம:, ஶதபத² 6.3.1.17)
which is the highest kind of ‘reverence’ offered to the Deity.

Agni grows amongst creatures for the consumption of every kind

of food (ஜாயேத ஏவ ஏதth³ யchசீயேத ஸ ஏவ ஸrhவshமாऽஅnhநாய
ஜாயேத ஶத²பத² 9.1.1.3). agni as Life has a hundred heads
with a hundred mouths all longing for appeasement through

food-offering (ஶதஶீrhஷth³ரஶமநீயmh, ஶத²பத²
9.1.1.7).

This was the Vedic background of Rudra and his Rudana, which

is correctly interpreted by Griffith as ‘the hundred forms

and powers of Rudra representing life and nature’, where

‘Agni has on completion become Rudra’.

The PurANas fondly borrowed and repeated this Vedic conception
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kh’Shணkh’தth³ரshேதாthரmh

of Rudra, one of the clearest statement being in the li Nga

purANa:

அைத²காத³ஶ ேத th³ரா த³nhேதாऽph◌⁴யkhரமmhshததா²॥ 23॥
ேராத³நாth க² th³ரthவmh ேதஷு ைவ ஸஜாயத ।
ேய th³ராshேத க² phரா ேய phராshேத ததா³thமகா:॥ 24॥
phரா: phராணவதாmh jhேஞயா:ஸrhவ⁴Shவவshதி²தா:॥ 25॥
(ŋhக³ராண 1.22)

Not only Rudra is derived from rud, but rudra is identified

with prANa, a truly Vedic metaphysical doctrine, e.g.

phரா ைவ th³ரா: । phரா த³mh ஸrhவmh ேராத³யnhதி ।
(ைஜநீய உப. ph³ரா. 4.2.6)
கதேம th³ரா இதி த³ேஶேம ேஷ phரா ஆthைமகாத³ஶ: ।
(ஶதபத² 11.6.3.7)

Wherever there is a body constituted of the five gross elements

(bhUtas), there inheres within it the Life Principle called

prANa, or in its several functioning aspects as prANas. The One

Rudra becomes many Rudras (th³ரா th³ராmhஶஸmhப⁴வா:,ŋhக³ராNh
1. 82. 41). The harivaMsha repeats the epithet of rudana as

rorUyamANa, ‘crying day by day, or frequentatively’, and also as

rAvaNa, i.e. the divine principle of prANa or rudra that makes

a ten-headed Asura cry, referring to the prANas within the body

(த³ேஶேம ேஷ phரா:) whose riotous aspect is rAvaNa.

The etymology of Rudra is also connected with drAvaNa, which is a new idea:

ேத த³nhேதா th³ரவnhதச ப⁴க³வnhதmh பிதாமஹmh ।
ேராத³நாth³ th³ராவchைசவ தேதா th³ரா இதி shmh’தா:॥
(ஹவmhஶ 3.14.39)

What is implied in this idea of drAvaNa, ‘taking flight’? This

too is a Vedic conception, viz. agni being frightened of the
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kh’Shணkh’தth³ரshேதாthரmh

gods fled in the form of a mh’க³ (i. e. animal) and concealed

himself. The meaning is quite obvious, viz. that agni as prANa

(Life or Energy) can never be seen in concrete or manifest form

unless it incarnates in an animal body. The animal form is

material (made of the Five bhUtas) and agni comes within the

orbit of our experience only on the plane of matter. agni is

visualised not as prANa, but prANa within the mRigas. It is

the same thing as phராthmhA and ⁴தாthமா joined together, Life

and Matter integrated in manifestation. This is the principle

of drAvaNa or the flight of Agni as mRiga; each such mRiga

or creature is pierced by Rudra’s dart who is the Great Hunter

(mh’க³ph³த⁴க), for which the mRigashIrsha star in the sky

is pointed out as a symbol on the basis of நிதா³ந விth³யா.

By referring to Rudra as பஶுபதிmh, the Vedic invocation
of பஶூநாmh பதேய நம: and the rich doctrine of pashu and
pAsha and pashupati as elaborated by the pAshupata shaivas is

hinted at in purANic terminology, as explained in my article

on pAshupata yoga (purANa, I, pp. 242-243). From brahmA,

the Creator, down to the plants and trees, all are pashus:

ph³ரமாth³யா:shதா²வராnhதாச ேத³வேத³வshய தி⁴மத: ।
பஶவ: பேகாrhthயnhேத ஸmhஸாரவஶவrhதிந:॥
(ŋhக³ராண 2.9.11-12)

ph³ரமாதி³shதmhப³பrhயnhதmh பஶூnh ப³th³th◌⁴வா மேஹவர: ।
thபி⁴rh³ணமைய: பாைஶ: காrhயmh காரயதி shவயmh ॥
(ŋhக³ராண 2.9.21-22)

Animals from the Rigveda onwards have been classified as tame

(grAmya) and wild (AraNya, Rv. X, 90-8), the former being

fit for yaj na and the latter being ayaj niya or amedhya; the

former being symbols of Devas and the latter of Asuras (i. e. of

dedicated power and riotous unharnessed power respectively).
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kh’Shணkh’தth³ரshேதாthரmh

Vs. 24 repeats the significant epithets, ஈவர, ஈஶ,
referring to shiva as the paramount Lord IshAn, because of

which He was known as மேஹவர in his transcendent form.

Vs. 25 distinguishes between ⁴த andஅர, based on the
ர ஷ andஅர ஷ doctrine of the Rigveda

(I, 164-42, தத:ரthயரmh). bhUta or Matter is called

kShara, as defined in the gItA (ர:ஸrhவாணி ⁴தாநி,
15.16). phராண orஅvhயkhத is calledஅர (cf. கீ³தா 12.3,
ேய thவரமநிrhேத³யமvhயkhதmh பrhபாஸேத), also called
டshத² (டshேதா²ऽர உchயேத, கீ³தா 15.16). The
purANas make very frequent references to AKSHARA–

ந யேஸ ந ர கlhபேகாஶைதரபி ।
தshமாththவமரthவாchச அரச phரகீrhதித:॥
(மthshய। 248.39)

The muNDaka up. contains an exposition ofஅர விth³யா, also
called பராவர ph³ரமவிth³யா (I. 1-2) and according to it the

source of this Universe is akshara, also identified with Satya,

amRita, prANa. A significant term for it is ேஸ–

ய: ேஸஜாநாநாமரmh ph³ரம யthபரmh ।
அப⁴யmh திதிrhஷதாmh பாரmh நாசிேகதmh ஶேகம ॥ (க। 1.3.2)

Theஅர or phராண is the Bridge connecting the lower

ர ஷ with the highestஅvhயய ஷ called

ேஷாthதம. Kshara is Matter, akshara is Energy and avyaya

is Consciousness. akshara is therefore the connecting link

between the two. If we conceive of these three as a circle,

அvhயய is its centre,அர the diameter, and kShara its

circumference. It is the activity of the akshara that measures

out the circle:

பச பதா³நி ேபா அnhவேராஹmh சShபதீ³மnhேவ vhரேதந ।
அேரண phரதிம ஏதாmh’தshய நாபா⁴வதி⁴ ஸmh நாபி ॥
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kh’Shணkh’தth³ரshேதாthரmh

(Rv. X, 13-3)

According to Griffith this stanza is most obscure; his translation is–

‘Five paces have I risen from Earth:

I follow her who hath four feet with devout observance.

This by the Sacred Syllable have I measured:

I purify in the central place of Order.’

Earth here is the symbol of each material creation (bhUpiNDa);

in its pulsating centre is the creative force of prANa

measuring out the Five aksharas through five steps, viz. brahmA

(sthiti), indra (gati), viShNu (Agati) and agni-soma. This is

the akSharavidyA, the pulsating rhythm which measures out the

threefold manifestation (mana-prANa-vAk) of each life-centre

against the background of Rita. Rita is Soma and akshara

is agni, the latter by virtue of its rhythm of expansion and

contraction (sama nchana-prasAraNa, prANApAna, shvAsa-prashvAsa)

is drawing in matter from outside and creatingi the material

body. This was the ancient kSharAkSharavidyA–

யத³ரmh பசவித⁴mh shேமதி ேஜா khதா அபி⁴ யth ஸmhவஹnhதி ।
(ஐதேரய ஆ. 2.3.20)

The five constituents of akShara are enumerated in the following mantra:

thவமkh³ந இnhth³ேரா vh’ஷப: ◌⁴ ஸதாம thவmh விShiΝகா³ேயா நமshய: ।
thவmh ph³ரமா ரயிவிth³ ph³ரமணshபேத thவmh வித⁴rhத:ஸசேஸ
ரnhth◌⁴யா ॥ (’. 2.1.3)

‘O Agni, thou art Indra, thou art viShNu of the mighty stride adorable:

Thou Brahmanspati (Soma), thou brahmA; thou as agni bringing

in Rayi (rayi, the opposite principle of AgneyaprANa): thou

Sustainer (vivartaH) with thy power dwell in our Pura (so that

we may become Purusha).’
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The invisible or unmanifested centre of Life is essentially

the akshara, the Divine Principle which creates and controls

the manifested bhUtas:

அvhயkhேதாऽர இthkhதshதமாஹு: பரமாmh க³திmh । (கீ³தா 8.29)

It is rightly said that all creation takes place by virtue of

akshara or the pulsation of prANic rhythm:

ததா²ராthஸnhநவதீஹ விவmh (iµNhட³க 1.1.7)

ததா²ராth³ விவிதா: ◌⁴ ேஸாmhய பா⁴வா: phரஜாயnhேத தthர ைசவாபி யnhதி
(iµNhட³க 2.1.1)

It is the mighty reality of akshara or activating Energy that

upholds all the material world:

யதா²ஸூchயா பலாஶாநி ஸnhth’Nhநி shேரவேமைவேதநாேரேணேம
ேலாகா:ஸnhth’Nh:

(ைஜநீய உப.ph³ரா. 1.10.3)

Theஅர is both the unifying Thread (ஸூthராthமா = the Thread

Spirit) and the dynamic controlling spirit called antaryAmI

atmA. It permeates each and everything in its hundred,

thousand and million manifestations and thus is the basic

Immortal Principle (அதி) underlying all space:

ததி³த³mh இமாநதிவிth◌⁴ய த³ஶதா⁴ ரதி ஶததா⁴
ஸஹshரதா⁴ऽததா⁴ phரததா⁴
(நிததா⁴)ऽrh³த³தா⁴ nhய³rhத³தா⁴ நிக²rhவதா⁴ பth³மmh அதிrhvhேயாமாnhத: ।
Like the mighty irresistible flood it overflows and overtakes

each and everything, the lower and the higher ones, as itself

being the Supreme Indestructible Reality – this Akshara is

the One Divinity:

யெதௗ²ேகா⁴ விShயnhத³மாந: பர:பேராவயாnh ப⁴வதி, ஏவேமைவதth³
அரmh பர:பேராவேராேயா ப⁴வதி ।
(ைஜ। உப। ph³ரா। 1.10.5)
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In vs. 25 the great Vedic doctrine ofஅர is invoked by

calling Rudra as the Lord of Akshara (அேரஶ) and the
Unmanifest Akshara from whom the Universe emanates in each

cosmic aeon.

In vss. 26-27 Rudra is addressed as ேத³வாதிேத³வ, Supreme One God

over all the gods and demons, referred to as மஹாேத³வ in the

Rigveda (IV. 58.3) and மஹாேத³வ in the purANas. The doctrine

of trika or triple manifestation is the bedrock of Vedic

and purANic metaphysics and in fact of all ancient Indian

philosophical thought. The same is frequently mentioned

in the Vedas and is the permeating spirit of purANic

cosmogony. Verse 28 refers to it under the two symbols of

Three Earths (bhUmitraya) and Three Mothers (tryambaka). For

the generation of Mind, Life and Matter which constitute the

unified Fire of prANa, Three Mothers are essential, as the

tisro mAtRIH of the Rigveda:

திshேரா மாth’shthnh பிth’nh விph◌⁴ரேத³க ஊrhth◌⁴வshதshெதௗ² ேநமவkh³லாபயnhதி
।
(’. 1.164.10)

திshேரா th³யாேவா நிதா அnhதரshnh திshேரா ⁴பரா:ஷTh³விதா⁴நா:
(’. 7.87.5)

thரnhதாmh॥।th ரஜாmh॥।thணி ேராசநா ।
திshேரா தி³வ: ph’தி²வீshதிshர:॥।thபி⁴rhvhரைத: ।
(’. 4.53.5)

thshர: ph’தி²வீப phரவா தி³ேவா நாகmh ரேேத² th³பி⁴ரkhதபி⁴rhதmh ।
(’. 1.34.8)

திshேரா மபராshதsh²ரthயா ³ஹா th³ேவ நிேத த³rhேயகா ।
(’. 3.56.2)

ஷடா³ஹுrhth³யாவாph’தி²வீ ।
(அத²rhவ. 8.9.16)
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Earth and Heaven (th³யாவா ph’தி²வீ) are the combined units of

generation, Universal Parents (th³ெயௗ: பிதா ph’தி²வீ மாதா), who
together form a single Pair spoken of as one prajApati. There

are the Three Worlds (ஜக³ththரய), also called ரthரய
(ஜக³ththரயmh th³ர ரthரயmh ,ŋhக³ராண ராண, I 72.152;

L 71.24), the Triple Cities of Gold, Silver and Copper,

symbolising the three states of consciousness, viz the waking

state, the dream state and the deep sleep state (jAgrata-svapna

suShupti). Each of them has its source in a Parental Pair. shiva

as the Lord of tripura is the supreme controller of those three

states of consciousness. He is therefore the son of Three

Mothers in his manifest form. Ambaka (அmhப³க) also means an

‘eye’, for each birth is an eye that opens on one of the three

worlds (ஸmhேபா³த⁴யிth’ சு). The Three Eyes of Rudra are
the Sun, Moon and Fire of the purANas, which the Vedas refer

to as the Eye of mitra, varuNa and agni (சுrhthரshய
வணshயாkh³ேந:). The Eye of agni is the ஜாkh³ரth, the Eye of
mitra is svapna, and the Eye of varuNa is theஸுஷுphதி state,

which sends its unobstructed vision into those deepest regions

called the Dark Descent (kh’Shணmh நியாநmh, Rv. I. 164.47),
or the dark interior of varuNa-loka, of which the Seer is the

Rishi dIrghatamas.

The purANic authors very well understood this complex symbolism

and their explicit statements are models of brevity and clarity:

thரயாமபி ேலாகாநாmh ³நாமபி ய: phர: ◌⁴ ॥ 18

ேத³வாநாமபி ேத³வாநாmh ph³ரமthரவிஶாமபி ॥
அகாேராகாரமகாராmh மாthராமபி வாசக:॥ 19

ததா² ேஸாமshய ஸூrhயshய வேநரkh³நிthரயshய ச ।
அmhபா³ உமா மஹாேத³ேவா யmhப³கsh thயmhப³க:॥ 20

(ŋhக³ராண 2.54)
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Three Lokas, Three guNas, three Vedas, three devas, three

varNas, three mAtrAs of praNava, and Three Fires–all these

are the visible manifestations of the Great Mother Goddess

umA and of the triyambaka Lord Rudra.

sharva as one of the forms ofஅShடrhதி th³ர occurs in

the list of the eight names of kumAra in the shatapatha

Br. (6.3.1.18), and is regularly mentioned in the purANas

as a form of shiva-rudra. Here the name is derived from

shatrUNAM shAsanAt, ‘the chaser of hostile forces’. It

is said to symbolise the element of Earth பாrhதி²வmh
தth³வrhjhேஙயmh ஶrhவதththவmh ³⁴thஸுபி: ◌⁴ (liऽNgapurANa,
II: 13. 19). Similarly new derivations of IshAn and sha Nkara

are offered (vss. 29-30).

The well known exploit of shiva in drinking the poison and

becoming nIlakaNTha is explained with some difference, viz. that

He charred his throat on account of resisting the might of

Indra’s thunderbolt. Of the five chakras in the human body, the

விஶுth³தி⁴சkhர in the throat is the centre of AkAsha, which is

the first and foremost of the pa nch-bhUtAs. The Five Elements

represent the Asuric aspect of darkness and death, which so long

as they are dispersed in the AkAsha or expanse of space do not

harm the owner thereof. If their poison descends to the other

lower centres they become fatal. The Asura represents death,

darkness, falsehood and sin (mh’th: தம:அnh’தmh பாphமா)
and over all of them shiva has trimphed.

li Gga and Yoni correspond to Purusha and prakRiti, the Male

and the Female Principles in the universe:

shthŋhக³மகி²லmh ேத³வீ phரkh’திrhமமேத³ஹஜா ।
ŋhக³mh ேஷா விphரா மமேத³ஹஸiµth³மவ:॥
(ŋhக³ராண 1.33.34)
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In fact they are two forms of one and the same energy and

belong to a single Reality without distinction:

உமாஶŋhகரேயாrhேப⁴ேதா³ நாshthேயவ பரமாrhத²த: ।
th³விதா⁴ऽெஸௗ பமாshதா²ய shதி²த ஏவ ந ஸmhஶய:॥
(ŋhக³ராண 1.87.73.14)

யதா² ஶிவshததா² ேத³வீ யதா² ேத³வீ ததா² ஶிவ: ।
நாநேயாரnhதரmh விth³யாchசnhth³ரசnhth³கேயாவ ॥
(ஶிவராண வாயவீயஸmhதா, உthதராrhத⁴mh 4.9)

Verse 33 refers to யjhஞ and ேயாக³ as the two manifestations of

the Divinity, both receiving the sanction of the Vedas as the

means for crossing the ocean of the world. There is no greater

mysterious power than that of Rudra. It becomes the Past,

Present and Future, and then vanishes into nothingness. The

line of ancient gods like brahmA, and sages like Kapila, and

the many Rishis born from them, of all these the root cause

and source is the great Lord Rudra (vs. 34).

1.அதா²த: ஶதth³யmh ஜுேஹாதி । அthைரஷ ஸrhேவாऽகி³ந:ஸmhshkh’த: ।ஸ
ஏேஷாऽthர th³ேரா ேத³வதா । தshnh ேத³வா ஏதத³mh’தmh க²பiµthதமமத³: ◌⁴ ।
ஸ ஏேஷாऽthர ேதா³phயமாேநாऽதிShடth³அnhநchச²மாந: । தshமாth³ேத³வா
அவப⁴rhயth³ைவ ேநாऽயmh நmhshயாதி³தி । ேதऽph³வnh அnhநமshைம ஸmhப⁴ராம
ேதைநநmh ஶமயாேமதி । தshமா ஏதத³nhநmh ஸமப⁴ரnh ஶாnhதேத³வthயmh
ேதைநநமஶமயnh (ஶதபத² 9.1.1.1-2)।
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