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A Commentary on the Rudra-Stotra
By
V. S. Agrawala
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The above Rudra Stotra by kRiShNa is inspired by a Vedic spirit
and begins by invoking the etymological import of Rudra from the
root rud ‘to weep’. This symbolical meaning (arthanirvachana)

is first recorded in the shatapatha br. (VI. 1. 3. 10):-

SEEBE SIyE Sgss |

When kumAra was born, he wept and, therefore, was named Rudra
from && ‘to weep.’ This occurs in the Agni-chayana contest,
where Agni is the new-born babe (& 35°8), the prANic principle
of the manifestation of life, that in each birth becomes young

or renovated (S5 $S° $58 2°A35°52). This agni or prANa

is the pulsating principle of Life which manifests in the plant,
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animal and human kingdoms. He is named Rudra ( &9@&&3_5 Ci)é%,
BEJE >*.3.0.00). What is the esoteric symbolism of the

word Rudra? The name points to a mystical meaning by the well
known Vedic dictum “é}@‘%iﬁéé $8°&en @f&@o’&"’ 5

Baes éé %éé 5?.'18; ‘that which weeps’ refers to a child

who starts life with weeping. The child weeps because he is

afflicted with hunger. Hunger implies the desire for food, or

what is called the principle of @8J°d55, i.e. assimilation of

food from outside. &9(")&‘ is the eater of food and Q8% is food;
Agni is ®3J°) ¢ and Soma is ®S); ©S)-8J°) & is a veritable
pair that upholds the law of life. Food (&%8) and nourishment
(D8Aes) go together; and it is agni that is always the eater

of o or V% (00) J° 503)53%&55 DAY D &3,
Rv. 1. 1. 1). Assimilation and elimination make up the first

law of Life or prANa, upon which depends its second feature,

viz. that of growth (& ebo?’J"ea). Assimilation in symbolical
language is rudana or weeping, i. e. hunger or the crying

for food (@98 S°A55), of which the perfect demonstration is

seen in the new born babe. The shatapatha br. makes a clear
statement about agni being Rudra for he cries for food as the

means of obtaining immortality and the Devas appease him by
offering food. agni longs for food and the gods bestow upon

him the highest immortality through food (69?6& or L) by
which his terrific form becomes appeased, i.e. 8¢ 358 $

©®), becomes TISE $3 This is the mystical import of

the 8L HAD litany of Yajurveda, Ch. XVL[1]

(0783 §88:80%0 598 | ©B98 $8°32.0)3 S 8e | S
D= B B35 | 05 B HEEHYTo SrBHBNEHBES 0
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Here 38 Ci)édSJ is equated with %‘éﬁ&é% or
%‘éé&édﬁa; Ci)é is the ‘animal fire,” expressing

itself as hunger, which is the flare or flame in each individual
or creature, referred to as 5)?6.)% in the first mantra

S8 &g 5.)5%3 Yajurveda XVL. 1. ITtisa S303

stotra to Rudra comprising a sting of 808 offerings, where
3808 means  food’ ¥l o 308, BEDHE £.3.0.08)
which is the highest kind of ‘reverence’ offered to the Deity.

Agni grows amongst creatures for the consumption of every kind

of food (£°0508 2% 8§ oﬁoéaoﬁoé S 66‘33"&&&95";0&
35Hd IEDE £.0.0.3). agni as Life has a hundred heads

with a hundred mouths all longing for appeasement through
food-offering (éé%g&éééﬁ)ﬁ)cﬁb&, 3EDE

£.0.0.8).

This was the Vedic background of Rudra and his Rudana, which
is correctly interpreted by Griffith as ‘the hundred forms
and powers of Rudra representing life and nature’, where

‘Agni has on completion become Rudra’.

The PurANas fondly borrowed and repeated this Vedic conception
of Rudra, one of the clearest statement being in the li Nga
purANa:

W3 EE 3 HT° S8z F3Eo3E I 231

FE5TE pen HFFgo 3 3 IS |
S SR pev FoEE S ey $TES | 29I

I FreadTTo HSrs SEgamgsvETs Il ox|
(é’)gt’.@wea 0..9.9)

Not only Rudra is derived from rud, but rudra is identified

with prANa, a truly Vedic metaphysical doctrine, e.g.
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T D KT8 | e o $830 5E |
(BRI ¢ F° 9.9.8)

EED Sop° 28 $FD HEA FET wFyTEIs |
(3858 00.e..3.2)

Wherever there is a body constituted of the five gross elements
(bhUtas), there inheres within it the Life Principle called

prANa, or in its several functioning aspects as prANas. The One
Rudra becomes many Rudras (853> 8@ 0880837, &%P’.Q)O'“es
1. 82. 41). The harivaMsha repeats the epithet of rudana as
rorUyamANa, ‘crying day by day, or frequentatively’, and also as
rAvaNa, i.e. the divine principle of prANa or rudra that makes

a ten-headed Asura cry, referring to the prANas within the body
(83D HEH g*’s’a‘z) whose riotous aspect is rAvaNa.

The etymology of Rudra is also connected with drAvaNa, which is a new idea:

3 BT §383y 5350 DTDHTD |
S'EE TIER NS $8° S 98 S8 |l

(578808 3.09.35)

What is implied in this idea of drAvaNa, ‘taking flight'? This
too is a Vedic conception, viz. agni being frightened of the
gods fled in the form of a éba(‘ﬁ (i. e. animal) and concealed
himself. The meaning is quite obvious, viz. that agni as prANa
(Life or Energy) can never be seen in concrete or manifest form
unless it incarnates in an animal body. The animal form is
material (made of the Five bhUtas) and agni comes within the
orbit of our experience only on the plane of matter. agni is
visualised not as prANa, but prANa within the mRigas. It is
the same thing as @"’&%"5 QA and §5@°@y  joined together, Life
and Matter integrated in manifestation. This is the principle

of drAvaNa or the flight of Agni as mRiga; each such mRiga

or creature is pierced by Rudra’s dart who is the Great Hunter

rudrastotramkRiShNa.pdf
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(o) @J%}ﬁ), for which the mRigashlrsha star in the sky
is pointed out as a symbol on the basis of JW°S AT,

By referring to Rudra as 28 0&o, the Vedic invocation

of HEPTT0 HSAD SX0¢ and the rich doctrine of pashu and
pAsha and pashupati as elaborated by the pAshupata shaivas is
hinted at in purANic terminology, as explained in my article
on pAshupata yoga (purANa, I, pp. 242-243). From brahmA,

the Creator, down to the plants and trees, all are pashus:
RE TG SOTREy BIVSG $So8s |

HES D85 YR VorB5H85:

(&%?’Q)O“’e’a 9.£.00-09)

5% ORHNDBgHo HEPS Gl SoeE38s |
8DBe s a3 S°8g0 SPEAHY JgHo I

(é)%b?{))U"ea 9.£..90-99)

Animals from the Rigveda onwards have been classified as tame
(grAmya) and wild (AraNya, Rv. X, 90-8), the former being

fit for yaj na and the latter being ayaj niya or amedhya; the
former being symbols of Devas and the latter of Asuras (i. e. of

dedicated power and riotous unharnessed power respectively).

Vs. 24 repeats the significant epithets, &s338, &85,
referring to shiva as the paramount Lord IshAn, because of

which He was known as &% 5(5 in his transcendent form.

Vs. 25 distinguishes between &5°& and @&, based on the
&8 DR and ©&B HEA  doctrine of the Rigveda

(I, 164-42, &3 &8 égéé&). bhUta or Matter is called
kShara, as defined in the gItA (&83 ST°365 Sra°Q,
15.16). Joea or ©3g¥ s called ¥ES (cf. Bz° 0.9.3,
) éséé&(})@éé%&’n&ﬁ%éo 65.)%3“’63), also called
e (§)‘°é)§€a§<‘5 6338, B3> 0OX.0&). The
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purANas make very frequent references to AKSHARA-

5 ED $ EBd E0)§°BI38D |
STy g sDETag sy w&SEy H88E: I

(aiséa%l 9Y0.35)

The muNDaka up. contains an exposition of @& AT, also
called HT°R8 8?’.5"&3)0"’% (I. 1-2) and according to it the
source of this Universe is akshara, also identified with Satya,

amRita, prANa. A significant term for it is K-

353 D8 So By SodHB |
W0 @@ga“’o F*Bo I°N8So 3L Il (8 0.3.9)

The ®&8 or g‘ea is the Bridge connecting the lower

&8 JBR  with the highest wa’)%dﬁ.) DA called
f@éoaifé &0. Kshara is Matter, akshara is Energy and avyaya
is Consciousness. akshara is therefore the connecting link
between the two. If we conceive of these three as a circle,
&955‘30'53 is its centre, @& the diameter, and kShara its
circumference. It is the activity of the akshara that measures

out the circle:
Dy DTV B ©I338Te0 SHRYEHIg® FIS |
©&3e HBWD DB RYSIY TTHG Do HI°H Nl
(Rv. X, 13-3)
According to Griffith this stanza is most obscure; his translation is-

‘Five paces have I risen from Earth:

I follow her who hath four feet with devout observance.
This by the Sacred Syllable have I measured:

I purify in the central place of Order.’

Earth here is the symbol of each material creation (bhUpiNDa);
in its pulsating centre is the creative force of prANa

measuring out the Five aksharas through five steps, viz. brahmA

rudrastotramkRiShNa.pdf
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(sthiti), indra (gati), viShNu (Agati) and agni-soma. This is

the akSharavidyA, the pulsating rhythm which measures out the
threefold manifestation (mana-prANa-vAk) of each life-centre

against the background of Rita. Rita is Soma and akshara

is agni, the latter by virtue of its rhythm of expansion and

contraction (sama nchana-prasAraNa, prANApAna, shvAsa-prashvAsa)
is drawing in matter from outside and creatingi the material

body. This was the ancient kSharAkSharavidyA-

SE&ETo D)o 7’3&@ BE® ST ¥ NS JoI3HoQ |
(08365 &. 9.3..90)

The five constituents of akShara are enumerated in the following mantra:
Sty 3% DY 9T7HD S0 DHHEOTBre $Hidge |
Sg0 S8 Bondd @?’m&eeéo)é 830 dFG: KR

DB Il (aw. 9.0.3

20e°g Il ( )

‘O Agni, thou art Indra, thou art viShNu of the mighty stride adorable:
Thou Brahmanspati (Soma), thou brahmA; thou as agni bringing

in Rayi (rayi, the opposite principle of AgneyaprANa): thou

Sustainer (vivartaH) with thy power dwell in our Pura (so that

we may become Purusha).’

The invisible or unmanifested centre of Life is essentially
the akshara, the Divine Principle which creates and controls

the manifested bhUtas:
w3352 &8 3 ERsrtus $550 (eS | (he o9

It is rightly said that all creation takes place by virtue of

akshara or the pulsation of prANic rhythm:

SPET°E)X) SOT° ¥ (;in%gé 0.0.8)

STETE 2077 Jg T8 P € BT Y
(;&»g;ﬁ 9.0.0)

It is the mighty reality of akshara or activating Energy that
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upholds all the material world:

Sop® (g DOEER ST HgBIWI8TEBHED
§se SSyees

(BOISDH &d.8° 0.00.3)

The @& is both the unifying Thread ("@J“’@“@"’ ¢ = the Thread
Spirit) and the dynamic controlling spirit called antaryAmI

atmA. It permeates each and everything in its hundred,

thousand and million manifestations and thus is the basic

Immortal Principle (&9& &) underlying all space:

SOEN 3r382ggy S8 E§88 $8p°
SR Swdp Jndee
(BT 2 o SF° Sgende dPBIT° HF S ©&8F 3gSrie |

Like the mighty irresistible flood it overflows and overtakes
each and everything, the lower and the higher ones, as itself
being the Supreme Indestructible Reality — this Akshara is
the One Divinity:

SG0 dAFIBINs DBDT BB 38, d31REE
w&8o HBHEHT R 38 |
(& &3l g1 0.00.%)

In vs. 25 the great Vedic doctrine of @&& is invoked by
calling Rudra as the Lord of Akshara (@éé 8) and the
Unmanifest Akshara from whom the Universe emanates in each

cosmic aeon.

In vss. 26-27 Rudra is addressed as a°®0 3, Supreme One God
over all the gods and demons, referred to as GBS in the
Rigveda (IV. 58.3) and GRS in the purANas. The doctrine
of trika or triple manifestation is the bedrock of Vedic

and purANic metaphysics and in fact of all ancient Indian
philosophical thought. The same is frequently mentioned

in the Vedas and is the permeating spirit of purANic

rudrastotramkRiShNa.pdf
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cosmogony. Verse 28 refers to it under the two symbols of
Three Earths (bhUmitraya) and Three Mothers (tryambaka). For
the generation of Mind, Life and Matter which constitute the
unified Fire of prANa, Three Mothers are essential, as the
tisro mAtRIH of the Rigveda:

8. o u v,
8 ° SrEFYS HEFS DEAE éﬁ?&%‘ 3;3)26gq>o'59§ I
(aw. 0.0e.%¥.00)
8 oy S T WS B8R DT A"
(2. 2.0°8.X%)

8830l 1§ Srodll | §e8 S5 |
B8R B33 YB3 1 8HT3988 |

(. ¥.%X3.X)
858 DYBDENS HT° 6F ToLo EEP BgHEEHOSS: |
(aw. 0.39.00)

&8 éoﬁr’d):oc"ééoé@% oSt 85 L) 582@8‘ |

o -0
(2. 3. X&e..9)
ABTVT D a&b |
(9833 o.e.08)
Earth and Heaven (CS"%S" ée)(‘;ﬁf.’)) are the combined units of
generation, Universal Parents (&° 38 DT° 59)@)3.) S5°3°), who
together form a single Pair spoken of as one prajApati. There
are the Three Worlds (&35 g AS), also called HBESSH
(336@0‘530 &g qg)ééoﬁoo 3, @g@ﬁ"s@ T8, 172.152;
L 71.24), the Triple Cities of Gold, Silver and Copper,
symbolising the three states of consciousness, viz the waking
state, the dream state and the deep sleep state (jAgrata-svapna
suShupti). Each of them has its source in a Parental Pair. shiva
as the Lord of tripura is the supreme controller of those three
states of consciousness. He is therefore the son of Three

Mothers in his manifest form. Ambaka (&95)@§) also means an
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‘eye’, for each birth is an eye that opens on one of the three
worlds (S0 ons ) %&). The Three Eyes of Rudra are
the Sun, Moon and Fire of the purANas, which the Vedas refer
to as the Eye of mitra, varuNa and agni (zﬁé)@éé&%
é(‘i)eail‘%ﬁag). The Eye of agni is the &""65, the Eye of
mitra is svapna, and the Eye of varuNa is the D E% state,
which sends its unobstructed vision into those deepest regions
called the Dark Descent (& ago QA3S0, Ry. 1. 164.47),

or the dark interior of varuNa-loka, of which the Seer is the

Rishi dIrghatamas.

The purANic authors very well understood this complex symbolism

and their explicit statements are models of brevity and clarity:

ST S*ero HoEraed 52 98e I oo
BT Bacco B &EoTHd

O8N oE e SrgrErid 888 | OF
S FPHdg gy fm&é&&édioé% 31

iy X HFVS TrgnEsy §cy¥s I 20
(é’)%tié)U"ea 9.%9)

Three Lokas, Three guNas, three Vedas, three devas, three
varNas, three mAtrAs of praNava, and Three Fires-all these
are the visible manifestations of the Great Mother Goddess

umA and of the triyambaka Lord Rudra.

sharva as one of the forms of @éﬁ)f"g &g occurs in

the list of the eight names of kumAra in the shatapatha

Br. (6.3.1.18), and is regularly mentioned in the purANas

as a form of shiva-rudra. Here the name is derived from
shatrUNAM shAsanAt, ‘the chaser of hostile forces’. It

is said to symbolise the element of Earth 3"’2360
éds@éo’i)o «565615950 a0go&)Pe  (li=_NgapurANa,
II: 13. 19). Similarly new derivations of IshAn and sha Nkara

rudrastotramkRiShNa.pdf
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are offered (vss. 29-30).

The well known exploit of shiva in drinking the poison and
becoming nllakaNTha is explained with some difference, viz. that
He charred his throat on account of resisting the might of
Indra’s thunderbolt. Of the five chakras in the human body, the
E)é.)grﬁé in the throat is the centre of AkAsha, which is

the first and foremost of the pa nch-bhUtAs. The Five Elements
represent the Asuric aspect of darkness and death, which so long
as they are dispersed in the AkAsha or expanse of space do not
harm the owner thereof. If their poison descends to the other
lower centres they become fatal. The Asura represents death,
darkness, falsehood and sin (&e‘)éo%g Ede vy&o 3‘3‘&)

and over all of them shiva has trimphed.

li Gga and Yoni correspond to Purusha and prakRiti, the Male

and the Female Principles in the universe:

Hoadoo Bd é%é’ééééﬁt’ma‘ |

9]

<
Do HEOTF DI HHBL=IInd s I

(é’)%?’.g)c?ea 0.33.39)

o]

In fact they are two forms of one and the same energy and
belong to a single Reality without distinction:
a3 SBBYE" TR BEIFES: |
3= J° &”éaﬁ.r(g)‘oﬁa f\@)é NS S Jodae Il
(é)%s?é)crea 0.0°2.23.09)
SO 3IJF° DD SHF° B S° 3%e |
TIBeBES0 DTgS)ISIERI=6S I

o/ o

(33T 3°0dHBodeae, &gwgo QL.)

Verse 33 refers to 0'53%31 and G3o~¢  as the two manifestations of
the Divinity, both receiving the sanction of the Vedas as the

means for crossing the ocean of the world. There is no greater

12 sanskritdocuments.org



BE)RS)SHEBISH

€

mysterious power than that of Rudra. It becomes the Past,

Present and Future, and then vanishes into nothingness. The
line of ancient gods like brahmA, and sages like Kapila, and
the many Rishis born from them, of all these the root cause

and source is the great Lord Rudra (vs. 34).

0. 8578 385G 858 | 9393 $8°32.88s Sody e 1 S
Sﬁﬁaé 6.)\5_3;5 3sa° | 95?0&5 3 AEERYEo PDHINEH0ees |

S Sﬁﬁaé 5£5%5.P361®§5 &9:‘6&3).):51)355‘%‘68 | éﬁ‘&éﬁ"
&952}50’5))5&@5 B0 & 3?03"’@&@ | 3&@55 &95&5):(3& 65)95"5)
3380 FX0deD8 | é@”& DEEI) 0 IS %‘(_‘698&’)6%0
AISHBNDHS (38D £.0.0.0-9)|
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