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Introduction

Shivashataka is a stotra on Lord Shiva in ten dashakas of ten stanzas each by Ramapanivada,
the prolific writer who lived in Kerala in the eighteenth century of the Christian Era. The

subject matter of these dashakas is as follows:

I. The first two and the last two shlokas in this dashaka form a general invocation on
Lord Shiva. The other six shlokas are devoted to the description of His evening dance,
the tandava, the grosser aspects of which are given greater emphasis than the finer ones.
The metre is shikhariNI.

II. The first seven shlokas of this dashaka constitute a head-to-foot description of the Lord

and the last three shlokas form His general praise. The metre is shArdUlavikrIDita.
III. This dashaka details the well-known story of Tripura-dahana. The metre is hariNI.
IV. This is in the sragdharA metre and gives an account of Dakshayaga.

V, VL. These two dashakas deal with the marriage of Parvati. The fifth describes the birth
of Sati as the daughter of Himavan, her attendance on Shiva who was in deep penance,
the attempt of Cupid at the instance of the Devas to kindle the fire of love in Shiva for
Parvatl, and his miserable discomfiture and death. The sixth dashaka describes Parvati’s
penance, Shiva’s appearance before her as a Brahmacharin to test her mind and the final
marriage between them. The metre of the fifth dashaka is mandAkrAntA and that of the
sixth prithvi.

VII. This is a general eulogy on the Lord in his nishkala form and so from a philosophical

point of view. supreme Brahman, boundless and without beginning or end. Words cannot
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describe Him. He creates the world through Maya, but keeps himself out of its influence.
Devotion to Him is the only means of crossing the ocean of Samsara, and it is through

devotion and devotion alone is He attainable. The metre is puShpitAgrA.

VIII. The story of the appearance of a very brilliant, majestic and extensive halo of Shiva in
the beginning of Kalpa, the attempt of Brahma and Vishnu to find cut its upper and lower
limits and their failure, Brahma’s false utterance that he was able to see the upper limit,
and enraged at this false assertion Shiva’s clipping off one of his heads, and Brahma’s curse
that Shiva should beg in the skull-cap of the head so removed till it is filled, is given in this
dashaka. The metre is sragdharA.

IX. This dashaka is in the meghavisphurjita metre, and is a general praise of the Lord.

X. A pAdAdikesha description of the Lord is the subject-matter of this concluding dashaka,

which is written in the mAlinl metre.

The language of this stotra is stately, as is the case with most of the works of Ramapanivada,

but it lacks by comparison the gracefulness which characterises some of his other stotras.
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