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FOREWORD

This is the second among the four Gana texts belonging to the Kau-
thuma recension of the Samaveda. The songs in this text are based
on the fca-s (mantra-s) of the Aranyka samhita in the Pirvarcika of
the Kauthuma Samhita, but not ncessarily in the same order. The
154 7ca-s of the Aranya Kanda, the sixth Prapathaka (#ca-s No. 586 to
640 in the Piirvarcika ) generate the Aranya gana collection. This set
has Arka parva, Dvandva parva, Vrata parva, Sukriya parva, Mahanamni
parva and a small Parisista (Appendix) that contains two saman-s --
Udvayamekam and Bharunda. The work concludes with Tavasyaviyari
Sama.

The references used for typing this document are:

(1) R. Narayanaswamy Dikshitar, Samaveda Kauthuma Sakhiyal Gra-

mageya (Veya, Prakiti) Ganatmakali (Part 1), Svadhyaya Mandalam,
Audha Nagaram, Satara) (1942)

(2) R. Sankaranarayana Srautigal, Kauthumasikhiya Samaveda
Samhitayah Prakiti (Gramageya-Veya) Ganatmakali, Lakshmivijayam

Press, Madras (1876).




INTRODUCTION

1 The Samaveda and its Schools

The collection of texts known as the Veda-s are revealed to the world through a divine
process. (¥ TG 9 ||). The word “veda’ is derived from the root v 4% - vid - to
know, to exist, to obtain, to think, etc. There are four Veda-s: Rgveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda,
and the Atharvaveda. Each Veda has four divisions: Samhita, Brahmana, Amnyaka, and the
Upanisad. The Sambhita part of each Veda is as follows: Rguveda, as we have it today, has two
schools: Sakala, and Bhaskala. The Yajurveda has two branches: Sukla (white) Yajurveda
and the Krsna (black) Yajurveda. The Sukla Yajurveda has Madhyandina, and Kanva as two
recensions, and the Krsna Yajurveda has four recensions: Taittariya, Maitrayani, Kataka, and

Katha-kapisthala. Even though Samaveda was originally supposed to have 1000 recensions

(Patanjali: ¥g&a HIHAS: (“sahasravartma samovedah”), only three recensions have now
survived. They are: Kauthuma, Ranayaniya, and Jaiminiya. Finally, the Atharvaveda is avail-
able in two recensions: Saunaka, and Pippalada.

The Sambhita-s consist of Mantra portions only. These are known as Rk (in Rgveda), Yajus
(in Yajurveda), Saman (in Samaveda), and Mantra in Atharvavedava. Each Veda has its own
way of rendering the Sambhita patha into Pada patha, and vice versa, with some minor, but
several essential differences.

The present work here is on the Kauthuma Samhita that belongs to the Samaveda.

2 Samaveda Kauthuma Samhita

"I |HARIeH” declated Lord Krsna to Arjuna in the Bhagavadgita (10-22). This speaks
volumes about the glory and magnanimity of the sacred literature of the Samaveda. The
Kauthuma Samhita of Samaveda consists of 1875 mantra-s, called rc (<) or rca (R¥) ar-
ranged in two primary divisions, namely, the Pirvarcika, and the Uttararcika. The Piirvar-
cika has 650 mantra-s arranged according to divinity (Agni, Indra, Soma) and set to vedic
metres. The remaining 1225 belong to the Uttararcika, where the verses are arranged usu-
ally in groups of three rci-s. Further, the Piirvarcikd has additional subdivisions: Aranya

Kanda, Aindra Kanda, Pavamana Kanda and, then follow the Aranya Arcika, and the
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Mahanamnya Arcika. The last two are considered as separate units. Thus, the contents can

be summarized as follows:

Kauthuma Sambhita Mantra sequence

Piirvarcika
Agneya Kanda 1-114
Aindra Kanda 115-466
Pavamana Kanda 467-585

Aranya Arcika 586-640

Mahanamnya Arcika 641-650

Uttararcika 651-1875

3 The Organization in Kauthuma Sambhita

A group of rca-s is called Arcikam. Each of them has a Rsi, Devatd and Chandas, associated
with it. These verses (7ci-s) are arranged in decades (dasati-s). The fundamental unit of
division in the Piirvarcika is what is called a Prapathaka. Each Prapathaka is further divided
into two ardha-s (halves). In Pirvarcika, there are six Prapathaka-s. A group of ten mantra-s
is a Dasati. Though a Dasati should normally be a collection of 10 mantra-s, many of them
have anywhere from 6 to 14 mantras. The first five Prapathaka-s have 10 Dasati-s each, the
fifth one has only 9 and the sixth Prapathaka, that is associated with the Aranya Kanda has
only 5 Dasatis. Thus, (leaving out the Mahanmnyarcika), there are six Prapathaka-s, with
a total of 64 Dasati-s in the Pirvarcika. The Mahanamnyarcika, which exists prior to the
Uttararcika, sits as a separate single unit, and has got ten mantra-s. Unlike other mantra-s,
these do not have Rsi or Chandas. Also no division is made here. In general, the Pavamana
Kanda, Aranya Kanda and the Mahanmnyarcika are considered as separate units outside the
Piirvarcika. and so lack some of the divisions.

The structure of various Dasati-s in the entire Piirvarcika can be classifiecd as follows:




No.of verses | No. of | Total number
in each Dasati | Dasati-s Mantra-s
6 1 6
7 7
8
9

56

45
10
11 11
12 60
13 1 13
14 3 42

Total 65* 650

(* - including the 10 mantra-s in the Mahanamnyarcika)

The arrangement of material in the Uttararcika is slightly different. The Uttararcika con-

sists of nine Prapathaka-s (with 22 ardha-s) (since four of them have three ardha s each.).

Instead of Dasati-s, there are Sitkta-s. These Siikta-s in the Uttararcika usually contain 3
mantra-s each, but some have anywhere from 1 to 14 mantra-s. There are in all a total of

400 Sukta-s that are distributed as follows:

No.of verses No. of Total no. Total
in each Stika Stikta-s | of Stikta-s | mantra-s
ekartca (1) T 11 11
dvyarca (2) EUE) 66 132
tryrca (3) q 861
catur-rca (4) ELE! 36
paficarca (5) g 20
sad-rca (6) gk 60
saptarca (7) THd 14
astarca (8) e 8
navarca (9) EEL] 27
dasarca (10) T 30
dvadasarca(12) | ge 24
Total Stikta-s Hh
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The above organization is the older one, but there is also a second tradition in vogue
(assigned by some commentators). Here, the primary division is an Adhyaya, which has
Khanda-s as subdivision (anywhere from 3 to 12), and these Khanda, in turn have the
usual Dasast-s containg the group of rca-s.. There are six Adhyaya-s, covering a total of
120 Khanda-s in the Purvarcika. The Uttararcika is arranged in 21 adhyaya-s and has 125
Khanda-s.

The modern trend (which is the simplest) is to assign a serial number (from 1 to 1875)
to each mantra, which makes it easy to locate a particulart mantra.

We have provided both classifications in this work, and the exact arrangement of the
various segments and categories are furnished in a table (both Roman and Devanagari)

at the end of this introduction.

4 From Rgveda

Of the 1875 Rca-s found in Kauthuma Samhita, 1776 are reproductions of Rgvedic mantra-s
with some minor verbal differences. Among the remaining 99 mantra-s, 11 appear only in
Atharvaveda, and 4 only in Yajurveda, and two are present in both Atharvaveda and Yajurveda

The following mantra-s (not appearing in other veda-s) occur twice in Samaveda, namely,
438=1768, 444=1115. 445=1114, 446-1114, 453=1770. The verses 444, 445, 446 are repeti-
tively abbreviated into a single composite verse 1113-1115.

Among repetitions in Kauthuma Sambhita, there are two types:
1. Pirvarcika verses repeatd in the Piirvarcika itself: there are 262 in number.

2. Purvarcika verses repeatd in Uttararcika: only seven.

5 Sage, Deity amd Metric information

Each of these mantra-s is revealed to certain Rsi (sage) and is composed in a particular
Chandas (poetical metre). This information is provided throught the Sambhita, at the be-
ginning of each Dasati in the Piirvarcika, and at the commencement of each adhyaya in the

Uttararcika (in some books, under each mantra separately). Each mantra in the entire Kau-




thuma Sambhita is in praise of a Devata (supreme person or a certain illuminated being like
Indra, Agni, Soma Pavanama, etc).

A variety of Vedic metres are employed in these mantra verses, and all these are men-
tioned at the beginning of each Adhyaya. The standard Vedic metres Gayatri, Usnik, Anustup,
Brhati, Pankti, Tristup, Jagati, and several of their variants are available. Long metres like
Atijagati, Sakvari, Atyasti, etc., also show up. In vedic terminology, when two verses occur-
ring together as a pair are recited together, the pair is known as a pragatha. Every Siikta
(particularly in the Uttaracika) which contain only two mantra-s is a pragatha. The pairing
of two Brhati or one Brhati followed by another metre is known as Barhata pragatha. There
are plenty of them in the second half. Other varieties are Usnik pragatha, Kakup pragatha,
Anustup pragatha.

6 Accent Notation

Rgveda utilizes three kinds of svara notations: udatta, anudatta, and svarita. The anudatta

is indicated by a horizontal bar below the syllable, the svarita by a vertical bar above, and

udatta has no symbol. However, in Samaveda, the udatta is indicated by the Devanagari

numeral (?) placed on top of the syllable, the svarita by the numeral (), and the anudatta
by the numeral (3). If a syllable is not indicated by any three of these, then it is a pracaya.
Certain syllables in the mantra are indicated with the letter combinations: ¥, 3%, or I3
placed above them. A brief explanation for the usage of these accent marks above a syllable

is as follows:

Y - If two udatta-s occur in sequence, then the first udatta is indicated by the numeral ¢,
and the second is not accented, but the svarita which follows this second udatta gets

the accent mark T (for example,as ¢ - none - ).

3% - If an anudatta is followed by a svarita, then the svarita is accented as 7, and the

anudatta is accented as 3% (for example,as 3% - ).

3 - If an anudatta occurs after two udatta-s in sequence, the first udatta is indicated by 3,

and the second udatta is not indicated (asin I - none - none).




7 The Sama Gana Texts

The very essence of the Samaveda is the Saman chant (Gana) - the Mantra-s (rca-s) in musical
setting with notated melodies. Most of the songs are drawn for the arcika texts. These basic
rca-s are turned into melodies by introducing some modifications - called Stobha-s. Stobhas
are sounds without any meaning, such as haau, hoyi, haa-u-haa-u etc. Hence, the resulting
Gana-s are quite different from the yoni mantra-s that were used to derive these songs. Also,
a single mantra can generate more than one Gana. The 585 rca-s of the Piirvarcika generate
1197 Gana-s.

The Gana-s of the Kauthuma Samhita falls under four heads:

1. Veya gana (or Gramageya gana) - Village songbook, chanted in public, before an au-
dience. Here, the melodies are set to the rca-s of the Piirvarcika in the same sequence
in which they originally appear. A single verse may be set to one, or several gana-s.
The rca-s included in the first five Prapathaka-s of the Piirvarcika along with ten rca-s

from the mahanamni are categorized here.

. Aranyaka gana - Forest songbook, chanted in forests in contemplation. Here, the
verses are from the Aranyaka samhita (taken in order, but not necessarily one after
the other). The 154 rca-s of the Aranya kanda, the sixth prapathaka constutute the

Aranyaka gana collection.

The Gramageya and the Aranyaka gana texts are together known as Prakiti Gana-s.

. Uha gana - sung during the Soma yajfia. The singing here followed a rather compli-

cated pattern.

. Uhya gana (mystic) singing within oneself.

The Uha, Uhya, also known as Rahasya gana or Vikiti gana) contains chants arranged
for sacrificial usage and their texts are mainly drawn from the Uttaracika text. The
Uha gana borrows some chants from the Gramgeya collection, and the Uhya is derived
in part from Aranyaka gana. Since most Uttrarcika rca-s come in groups of three, a

single Gana will mostly be derived from such a ad of mantra-s.




The entire Sama Gana-s belonging to Kauthuma Branch are distributed as follows:

Gayati chant 1
Gramageya gana 1197
Aranya gana 296
Uha gana 936
Uhya gana 209
Total number of gana-s | 2639

According to some authorities, the total number is reckoned as 2723, with 297 in Aranya,
1026 in Uha, and 205 in Uhya.

SAMAGANA TEXTS
Prakiti Gana Vikiti Gana

Pirvarcika + Aranyaka Samhita Uttararcika

( Parvarga) (Uttaranga)

Gramageya Gana | Aranyaka Gana | Uhagana Uhyagana

Gayatram
1. Agneya Parva 1. Arka Parva 1. Dasaratra Parva | 1.Dasaratra Parva
2. Aindra Parva 2. Dvandva Parva | 2. Samvatsara Parva | 2. Samvatsara Parva

3. Pavamana Parva | 3. Vrata Parva 3. Ekaha Parva 3. Ekaha Parva

4. Sukriyé Parva 4. Ahina Parva 4.Ahina Parva

5. PariSista 5. Prayascitta Parva | 5. Prayascitta Parva

6. Ksudra Parva 6. Ksudra Parva

Now, we tabulate the number of Gana-s in the Gramageya and Amnyaka texts.




Gramageya Aranyaka

Parva No. of Ganas | Parva No. of Ganas

Gayatram 1| 4. Arka 89
Dvandva 77
Vrata 84
1. Agneya 180 | 5. Sukriya 40
2. Aindra 633 | 6. Mahanamni 4

3. Pavamana 384 Udvayame
Bharunda 1

1198 296
Grand Total (both texts) 1494

Further, the Aindra Parva of 633 Gana-s fall under the following categories:

Bahusami | 132
Ekasami 64
Barhata 150
Traistubha | 49
Anustubha | 76
Indrapucca | 162

Total | 633

Aranyaka Gana text recognizes two more Saman-s, Udvayamekam and Bharunda. The

former, though not in the Samaveda Samhita, is chanted on the basis of the verse occurring

in the mammoth Chhandogya Upanisad (111, 17.7)

The Uha gana consists of 23 Prapathaka-s. Bach Prapathala is further divided into two
Ardha-s. In this collection, the vimisa (20) is taken as the unit (one vimisa is 20 Gana-s,
though not always, and may range anywhere from 6 to 21.). So, if the Prapathaka has
more than 20+20 = 40 Gana-s, the first 20 or 21 are placed in the piirvardha, (first ardha).
and the uttarardha (second ardha)is given as two subgroups accommodating the rest. For
example, the Prapathaka 9 has 52 songs, 20 in the first ardha and 32 in the latter, arranged in
two groups of 20 and 12 songs. The 13th Prapathaka has only 47 songs, 20 in the first ardha

and 20 + 7 in two groups in the second ardha.
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Parva Prapathaka | Total gana-s
Dasaratra 1-6 222
Samvatsara 6-9 152
Ekaha 10-13 158
Ahnika 14-17 146
Satra 18-20 121
Prayascitta 21 50
Ksudra 22-23 87

Total 936

The Uhya Gana text has 6 Prapathaka-s, but 17 ardha-s, and 17 vinisa-s. Though none of

the vinisa exceeds 20 songs, some have only 3 songs. Here is the division:

Parva Prapathaka | First ardha | second ardha | No. of Gana-s
Dasaratra 1 20 9 29
- 7 7
20 14 34
20 1 23
- 17 17
14 - 14
6 8 14
- 10 10
9 - 9
11 14 25
20 7 27
(*) 209

Samvatsara

Ekaha
Ahnika

Satra

PrayasScitta

Ksudra

N U1 U1 = B B W W N -

REMARK: (*)

This is the Table that is usually found in most printed books. However, there are two
observations here. The song number 55 is repeated twice in two consecutive Gana-s in
most books, so the actual count of songs found in all standard books is 205 (instead of

204). Also, all the books that I have seen give only these 205 songs, and I have not seen




the remaining 4 missing songs that total to 209, anywhere. The book, ”Samaved ki Sub-

odh Bhasya” by Sripada Damodara Satvalekar (1935) gives the count as 205. But, M. Ra-

manatha Dikshitar gives the following $loka in his Rahasya sama prakasika.

EHITY I HHI- H&AT g31d A9 |

Note that each Gana in all four texts is divided into several units separated by the Darida

marks (| or ||). These units are to be sung in a single breath, and there should be no gap

between adjacent syllables in each such unit.

There are eight modifications (Stobha) of a Sama mantra to generate a Gana.

Modificatiion

Type

[lustration

vikara
vislesa
vikarsana
abhyasa

virama

stobha
Agama

lopa

one letter in place of another
breaking up a sandhi
prolongation

repeatedly pronouncing
pause even in the middle

of a syllable

meaningless letter

more letter than in a mantra

letter left unpronounced

3 -> YT
AT -> ASA™RN
T -> iRy

[N [N
RIBINERERIEBINE

WA AT -> [UHTg | Farad |
TR gAY <> A | S |
TOIH -> JIOIH

TARAT -> TAT4]R4]R

515[ , 3T R T AT 3 6 4

We illustrate how a Gana takes shape from a Samhita mantra, with two examples below.

The first one is the very first mantra in Pirvarcika:

IR I TR

ﬁ@%}ﬂﬁqg‘%‘fé e

1.1.1.1

According to what is known as Parka of Gotama (TNIGH®I TehH) the Saman chant

corresponding to the above mantra is given below:




TS | Qﬁa}fgsaeﬁgﬁms_?gl

T IRX
Fﬁ'ﬂTSQE{ | UG | ouqmwlSQg |
Y

qRISIE | ATgT ATETSR TSR g |

4w X

qIRIEIATZET | I3 $3% ATy ||

There is yet another version of the Gana attributed to Kasyapa, known as hIRITH]
g9, which is shghtly dlfferent from the above

¥ 4 ¥T4Y ¥ s s

3Tﬂ'3zl|€||ig ar | dQIQ | ‘1”|HI §°<4QI(1ISQ3<4|5 |

ﬁ%é’d‘? | aﬁraﬁsaagﬁ | ag‘rs:zgwsm a}r‘ém |

TRISIUATSRIBY, ||

As a second example, the following mantra (number 598) appears in Pirvarcika.

IR 3 R IR I RO IR I ? R

TUHSTT RAE G4 SpdT THIE ATH |

R 3 T R_3 3F I ORI I TRILT R

T AT TR H SeaHTaRgHAAAAGTANST | 43% || 1.6.1.9

When rendered as a Gina in the Aranyaka gana book, this gets transformed into the
following Sama gana:

| T, HqUH, TEWIdal | TSGR | BT g | ST <adr |l
XY TRIY TR

aww3|©§vw|(a)§wm——r(qs)mﬁmmm|(3)

LI 2 2§

sT:%ET?ETE | &QHIHHHH\TII?I'&CIISQS 1S538 |

aww3|§ivW|(3)W|W(Q3)WW|(Q)3§%§:W|

sTssTerng | tgé%évﬁ AR FS3EY |

amm3|§§VW|(3)§W|W(Q3)|WW|(3)

TR

mws | aﬁma&rﬁﬂsﬁamswmgaxw I

IX RN T

gT@ng—gr3|®—cng|(3)§W|W(Q3)|G@mw|(a)

v TR

@3@3@3 | 315H'>|H'.>|HQ-¢|H|SQ3 SATS38Y |

*RIY R TR

gTa—grngs | QUT 97 (3) | GdsHaH | (3)W | (3)

WX *RY Y R TR

ST (3) Tq¢ Wr@T aqas3sy;: |

The Gana texts of Kauthuma Sambhita are very vast. These are the ones we often hear in
regular Samaveda chanting sessions. Some of the Gana-s have popular names: Gayati Sama,

Rathanthara Sama, Bihat Sama, Vamadevya Sama, and so on.
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8 Parity check for Accuracy

Our Vedic sages were very practical in developing devises to make the chanting very ac-
curately, so that the correct version is passed on to the next generation.. To make the
pronunciation and recitation error-free, our ancestors have cleverly devised some parity
checks (similar to the ones we see these days in ISBN numbers in published books or the
numbers attached to bar codes in products). We find some count calculation entry (telling
how many occurrances), appearing after each dasaka in Pirvarcika and after each Sitkta in
Uttararcika. They are written as follows:

For example: [¥a@T: & | o AT | 9Te | 9 1], [F° 3% | 3° R | ¥T° 4R | @7 1],

[Fe & | I° R | 9T« | T 0], [Fg° ] | 3° 3 | UT° ¢3 | &I II], and so on.

In this procedure, an entire group (Dasati or Sitkta) is regarded as a single unit. At the
end of each, a syllable is given. The syllables for the first five dasati-s in Piirvarcika are: 9,

T, ¢, ¥, 9T. From the syllable ®@T , we can infer the following numbers tor the entire
group.

a) the number of unmarked syllables (47T ) not at end of a verse in the entire group,

modulo 5.
b) the number of syllables marked 3.
c) the number of svarita symbols marked .

All these numbers are given in their (modulo 5) versions.
For instance, consider the second dasati of the Uttararcika. The letter at the end is @T .

From this letter, we can infer the following.
(i) Number of dhari symbols (not at the end): 2 (modulo 5)
(ii) Number of syllables marked 3 is: 2
(iii) Number of syllables marked T is: 6

To illustrate this error detection procedure, consider the group of 3 mantras, (1084-

1086) from Uttararcika.

]

IR 3 3({?
S| &fH=ar ATHSH 117.5.1 11

3¢ R 3 I TR T R
EEL

3
AT HYATE 5 H=] 99

12




3 R 3 TR 3R

1 F A S I wlqaﬁrk{wraﬁﬂﬁl W&T?a—*‘éﬁ 117.5.2]]
3 R
am ng STFET T \71I*{<1UIIHI %UII\S&‘I T T 117.5.3 1 (37
[¥T. 18 1 3 2 | =, 41]

Note that 3 = udatta; ¥ = svarita; 9T = dhari (Number of syllables (dhari) without any
accent). The mysiric syllable associated with this Siikta is ST. From this syllable, we can

derive the following:

1. Number of syllable (dhari) without any accent; call it T
2. Number with mark 3; call it 3

3. Number with mark T; call it ¥

We can obtain the three numbers from the text:

There are 9T: 18, 3:2, and ¥4: 4

Note in counting YT, we exclude syllables at the end. These 18 are displayed below.

In the first mantra -> = | | =7 = 4 letters In the second mantra ] ST Td T = 4 letters
In the third mantra= U T 3h BT = 10 letters

Accent mark 23 : mantra 2 -> Ul : 3077

Hence number 3 is 2.

Accent mark T mantra 2-> 3T , mantra 3-> T H ST Number & equals 4.

The question is “how can we derive these numbers from the single syllable 3T only
without looking at the text of the mantra?”

Note: 8T = & + g (consonant) + (vowel)

1) The number for ¥ : it is given by the order of vowel in the vowel in BT . namely &
has order 4 (remember the order 3T (1), 3T (2),8 (3),8 (4),3(5),> (6)-...)
Hence ™ ->4

Arrange the first 25 consonants in groups of 5 as follows and read off the 3 number

from the line in which the consonant occurs.




3 -h AT CcdU

JR--ETYSTIH

I3 -SSR

I --TATUTNH

34 - AT AH

Hence the consonant is @ , it is in line 2 indicating 3 is 2.

the dhari count is determined by the varga to which the consonant belongs:
Vargalsh 9 dd

Vargpn 2@ g ¢ 9 &

Varga3imT ST € 9

Varga 5 ST T 4 H

Here the consonant @ belongs to varga 3. Hence That it can be 3, 8, 13 or 18. Here it is

All this look complicated, but our vedic sages had the correct vision.
The material for this section is borrowed from the books of Dr Sripada Damodara Sat-
valekar, and the English book by R.L. Kashyap, (both mentioned in the Bibliography).

Our sincere thanks to these great authors.
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