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INTRODUCTION

1 The Samaveda and its Schools

The collection of texts known as the Veda-s are revealed to the world through a divine
process. (I& T9M&d I ||). The word ’veda’ is derived from the root vTag - vid -
to know, to exist, to obtain, to think, etc. There are four Veda-s: Rgveda, Yajurveda,
Samaveda, and the Atharvaveda. Each Veda has four divisions: Samhita, Brahmana,
Aranyaka, and the Upanisad. The Samhita part of each Veda is as follows: Rgveda,
as we have it today, has two schools: Sdkala, and Bhaskala. The Yajurveda has two
branches: Sukla (white) Yajurveda and the Krsna (black) Yajurveda. The Sukla Ya-
jurveda has Madhyandina, and Kanva as two recensions, and the Krsna Yajurveda has
four recensions: Taittariya, Maitrayani, Kataka, and Katha-kapisthala. Even though
Samaveda was originally supposed to have 1000 recensions (Patanjali: Hg&ae dHdg:
(”sahasravartma samvedah”), only three recensions have now survived. They are:
Kauthuma, Ranayaniya, and Jaiminiya. Finally, the Atharvaveda is available in two
recensions: Saunaka, and Pillalada.

The Samhita-s consist of Mantra portions only. These are known as Rk (in Rgveda),
Yajus (in Yajurveda), Saman (in Samaveda), and Mantra in Atharvavedava. Each Veda
has its own way of rendering the Samhita patha into Pada patha, and vice versa, with
some minor, but several essential differences.

The present work here is on the Kauthuma Samhita that belongs to the Sama-
veda.

2 Samaveda Kauthuma Samhita

"It |aRien” declated Lord Krsna to Arjuna in the Bhagavadgita (10-22). This
speaks volumes about the glory and magnanimity of the sacred literature of the Sama-
veda. The Kauthuma Samhita of Samaveda consists of 1875 mantra-s arranged in two
primary divisions, namely, the Purvarcika, and the Uttararcika. The Purvarcika has
650 mantra-s and the remaining 1225 belong to the Uttararcika. Further, the Purva-
rcika has additional subdivisions: Aranya Kanda, Aindra Kanda, Pavamana Kanda




and, then follow the Aranya Arcika, and the Mahanamnya Arcika. The last two are

considered as separate units. Thus, the contents can be summarized as follows:

Mantra sequence

Puarvarcika
Agneya Kanda 1-114
Aindra Kanda 115-466
Pavamana Kanda 467-585

Aranya Arcika 586-640

Mahanamnya Arcika 641-650

Uttararcika 651-1875

3 The Organization in Kauthuma Samhita

A group of Rk-s is called Arcikam. Each of them has a Rsi, Devata and Chandas, associ-
ated with it. These verses (rca-s) are arranged in decades (dasati-s). The fundamental
unit of division in the Purvarcika is what is called a Prapathaka. Each Prapathaka is
further divided into two ardha-s (halves). In Purvarcika, there are six Prapathaka-s.
A group of ten mantra-s is a Dasati. Though a Dasati should normally be a collection
of 10 mantra-s, many of them have anywhere from 6 to 14 mantra-s. The first five
Prapathaka-s have 10 Dasati-s each, the fifth one has only 9 and the sixth Prapathaka,
that is associated with the Aranya Kanda has only 5 Dasati-s. Thus, (leaving out the
Mahanmnyarcika), there are six Prapathaka-s, with a total of 64 Dasati-s in the Purva-
rcika. The Mahanamnyarcika, which exists prior to the Uttararcika, sits as a separate
single unit, and has got ten mantra-s. Unlike other mantra-s, these do not have Rsi
or Chandas. Also no division is made here. In general, the Pavamana Kanda, Aranya
Kanda and the Mahanmnyarcika are considered as separate units outside the Purva-
rcika. and so lack some of the divisions.

The structure of various Dasati-s in the entire Purvarcika can be classifiecd as
follows




No.of verses Total number
in each Dasati Mantra-s
6 6
7 7
8 56
9 45

10
11 1 11
12 60
13 1 13
14 3 42
Total 65%* 650

(* - including the 10 mantra-s in the Mahanamnyarcika)
The arrangement of material in the Uttararcika is slightly different. The Uttara-
rcika consists of nine Prapathaka-s (with 22 ardha-s) (since four of them have three

ardha s each.). Instead of Dasati-s, there are Sukta-s. These Sukta-s in the Uttararcika

usually contain 3 mantra-s each, but some have anywhere from 1 to 14 mantras. There

are in all a total of 400 Sukta-s that are distributed as follows:

No.of verses No. of Total no. Total
in each Suka Sukta-s | of Sukta-s | mantra-s
ekartca (1) T 11 11
dvyarca (2) EVE] 66 132
tryrca (3) Gl 287 861
catur-rca (4) ELEA] 9 36
pancarca (5) 4 20
sad-rca (6) 10 60
saptarca (7) 14

astarca (8) 8
navarca (9) 27
dasarca (10) 30
dvadasarca(12) 24
Total Sukta-s




The above organization is the older one, but there is also a second tradition in
vogue (assigned by some commentators). Here, the primary division is an Adhyaya,
which has Khanda-s as subdivision (anywhere from 3 to 12), and these Khanda, in
turn have the usual Dasast-s containg the group of rca-s.. There are six Adhyaya-s,
covering a total of 120 Khanda-s in the Purvarcika. The Uttararcika is arranged in 21
adhyaya-s and has 125 Khanda-s.

The modern trend (which is the simplest) is to assign a serial number (from 1 to
1875) to each mantra, which makes it easy to locate a particulart mantra.

We have provided both classifications in this work, and the exact arrangement
of the various segments and categories are furnished in a table (both Roman and
Devanagari) at the end of this introduction.

4 From Rgveda

Of the 1875 Rca-s found in Kauthuma Samhita, 1776 are reproductions of Rgvedic
mantra-s with some minor verbal differences. Among the remaining 99 mantra-s, 11
appear only in Atharvaveda, and 4 only in Yajurveda, and two are present in both
Atharvaveda and Yajurveda

The following mantra-s (not appearing in other veda-s) occur twice in Samaveda,
namely, 438=1768, 444=1115. 445=1114, 446-1114, 453=1770. The verses 444,
445, 446 are repetitively abbreviated into a single composite verse 1113-1115.

Among repetitions in Kauthuma Samhita, there are two types:

1. Purvarcika verses repeatd in the Purvarcika itself: there are 262 in number.

2. Purvarcika verses repeatd in Uttararcika: only seven.

5 Sage, Deity amd Metric information

Each of these mantra-s is revealed to certain Rsi (sage) and is composed in a parti-
cular Chandas (poetical metre). This information is provided throught the Samhita,
at the beginning of each Dasati in the Purvarcika, and at the commencement of each
adhyaya in the Uttararcika (in some books, under each mantra separately). Each




mantra in the entire Kauthuma Samhita is in praise of a Devata (supreme person or
a certain illuminated being like Indra, Agni, Soma Pavanama, etc).

A variety of Vedic metres are employed in these mantra verses, and all these are
mentioned at the beginning of each Adhyaya. The standard Vedic metres Gayatri,
Usnik, Anustup, Brhati, Pankti, Tristup, Jagati, and several of their variants are avail-
able. Long metres like Atijagati, Sakvari, Atyasti, etc., also show up. In vedic termi-
nology, when two verses occurring together as a pair are recited together, the pair
is known as a pragatha. Every Sukta (particularly in the Uttaracika) which contain
only two mantra-s is a pragatha. The pairing of two Brhati or one Brhati followed by
another metre is known as Barhata pragatha. There are plenty of them in the second
half. Other varieties are Usnik pragatha, Kakup pragatha, Anustup pragatha.

6 Accent Notation

Rgveda utilizes three kinds of svara notations: udatta, anudatta, and svarita. The
anudatta is indicated by a horizontal bar below the syllable, the svarita by a vertical
bar above, and udatta has no symbol. However, in Samaveda, the udatta is indicated
by the Devanagari numeral (?) placed on top of the syllable, the svarita by the numeral
(R), and the anudatta by the numeral (2). If a syllable is not indicated by any three
of these, then it is a pracaya. Certain syllables in the mantra are indicated with the
letter combinations: W, 3%, or }J placed above them. A brief explanation for the

usage of these accent marks above a syllable is as follows:

T - Iftwo udatta-s occur in sequence, then the first udatta is indicated by the numeral
¢, and the second is not accented, but the svarita which follows this second udatta
gets the accent mark T (for example, as ¢ - none - ).

3% - If an anudatta is followed by a svarita, then the svarita is accented as ¥, and

the anudatta is accented as 3% (for example, as 3% - ).

’3 - If an anudatta occurs after two udatta-s in sequence, the first udatta is indicated

by 33, and the second udatta is not indicated (asin 3 - none - none).




7 Parity check for Accuracy

Our Vedic sages were very practical in developing devises to make the chanting very
accurately, so that the correct version is passed on to the next generation.. To make
the pronunciation and recitation error-free, our ancestors have cleverly devised some
parity checks (similar to the ones we see these days in ISBN numbers in published
books or the numbers attached to bar codes in products). We find some count calcula-
tion entry (telling how many occurrances), appearing after each dasaka in Purvarcika
and after each Stukta in Uttararcika. They are written as follows:

For example: [EaTdn: & | 3o AT | 9UT° | T 1], [F° 3% | I° R | 9T° 4R | @T 1],

[Fe & | 3o R | 9Te 4 | & II], [F@° ] | I° 3 | UT° ¢3 | &I 1], and so on.

In this procedure, an entire group (Dasati or Stikta) is regarded as a single unit. At
the end of each, a syllable is given. The syllables for the first five dasati-s in Purvarcika
are: 9, @I, ¢, dI, §T. From the syllable @T , we can infer the following numbers tor the

entire group.

a) the number of unmarked syllables (I ) not at end of a verse in the entire group,

modulo 5.
b) the number of syllables marked 3.
c) the number of svarita symbols marked 7.

All these numbers are given in their (modulo 5) versions.
For instance, consider the second dasati of the Uttararcika. The letter at the end

is @1 . From this letter, we can infer the following.
(i) Number of dhari symbols (not at the end): 2 (modulo 5)
(ii) Number of syllables marked 3 is: 2

(iii) Number of syllables marked 7 is: 6

To illustrate this error detection procedure, consider the group of 3 mantras, (1084-
1086) from Uttararcika.

I R 3I I T R 3I_tT R IR 3 ORI R
A TIHIE B T qraarsi: | &HE=dr AmEeH 117.5.1 11

TR O3 OR IR

23 3 3 R 3R 3 R3IF T
3T 9 @A AT I FQAT YUERTE: | RIS F Ihar: 117.5.2]]




? LR s 3 T 3 R 3I R3O0 T
AT YT WAshaal HH STHGUITH| KOS T W= 117.5.3 11 (31)
[ar. 18 1 I 2 | . 41]

Note that 3 = udatta; ¥ = svarita; g1 = dhari (Number of syllables (dhart) without
any accent). The mysiric syllable associated with this Siikta is 1. From this syllable,
we can derive the following:

1. Number of syllable (dhart) without any accent; call it |t
2. Number with mark <3; call it 3

3. Number with mark ; call it ¥

We can obtain the three numbers from the text:

There are 4t: 18, 3:2, and = 4

Note in counting 4T, we exclude syllables at the end. These 18 are displayed below.

In the first mantra -> =: ¥ ¥ =] = 4 letters In the second mantra y =1 T4 ¥ = 4
letters In the third mantra & ¢ X d 3 T = 10 letters

Accent mark 23 : mantra 2 -> U : 3 0T

Hence number 3 is 2.

Accent mark %: mantra 2-> 3T , mantra 3-> I # ST Number & equals 4.

The question is “how can we derive these numbers from the single syllable 3T only
without looking at the text of the mantra?”

Note: 3T = & + § (consonant) + (vowel)

1) The number for ¥ : it is given by the order of vowel in the vowel in 3T . namely
T has order 4 (remember the order 37 (1), 3T (2),8(3),§ (4),3(5), % (6)-...)

Hence ¥ ->4

Arrange the first 25 consonants in groups of 5 as follows and read off the 3 number
from the line in which the consonant occurs.

J--dICdYU

SR--T I H

I3 --NIATIH

I --THFTIH

e --FTATUAH

Hence the consonant is @ , it is in line 2 indicating 3 is 2.




the dhari count is determined by the varga to which the consonant belongs:

Vargal<v ¥ <Ccdq

Varga 2 9993 9%

Varga 3MTSTS T«

Varga 5 AT H

Here the consonant & belongs to varga 3. Hence That it can be 3, 8, 13 or 18. Here
it is 18.

All this look complicated, but our vedic sages had the correct vision.

The material for this section is borrowed from the books: of Dr Sripada Damodara
Satvalekar, and the English book by R.L. Kashyap, (bith mentioned in the Bibliograpgy).
Our sincere thanks to these great authors.

8 The Sama Gana Texts

The entire chant literature (Mantra-s in musical setting) of the Kauthuma Samhita
falls under four heads:

1. Veya (or Gramageya) - chanted in public, before an audience

2. Aranya - chanted in forests in contemplation,

3. Uha - sung during the Soma yajna. The singing here followed a rather compli-
cated pattern

4. Uhya (mystic) singing within oneself

The Sama Gana-s belonging to Kauthuma Branch are distributed as follws:

Gayati chant 1
Gramageya gana 1197
Aranya gana 296
Uha gana 936
Uhya gana 209
Total number of gana-s | 2639

According to some authorities, the total number is reckoned as 2723, with 297 in
Aranya, 1026 in Uha, and 205 in Uhya.




There are eight modifications of a Sama mantra to generate a Gana.

Modificatiion | Type Nlustration

vikara one letter in place of another | 37 -> T
vislesa breaking up a sandhi AT -> AT
vikarsana prolongation J -> IqIRA

abhyasa repeatedly pronouncing GIRIEE B DIED!

virama pause even in the middle WET FIRAY -> ARG | LAY |
of a syllable W IR -> UAETE | FRaY |
stobha meaningless letter 3, g, '3, B9

Agama more letter than in a mantra | ST -> IOEH

WE'GTH -> TET4R343R

T ROt

lopa letter left unpronounced §1? %, 3T Q T(AT 3T 3 6 4

We illustrate how a Gana takes shape from a Samhita mantra, with two examples
below. The first one is the very first mantra in Purvarcika:

IR 3 R

T ST A S A g |
ﬁr@mﬂ%\qaﬂ%ﬁ g 1.1.1.1

According to what is known as Parka of Gotama QIGEE) W) the Saman chant
corresponding to the above mantra is given below:

o7 WS | M s3I ASTASR S |
#FW?Q%I‘%W%‘Q’IWE‘?@[W@‘Q’I

T X

aﬁasqglm'@mmsqa T SR T |

amaxsﬁg‘laﬂ‘@ra SR 3% [Ty I

There is yet another version of the Gana attributed to Kasyapa, known as a9
qg9H , which is slightly different from the above.
As a second example, the following mantra (number 598) appears in Purvarcika.

3 Ot R_3I I I ORI ITR3IT R

I AT TN | SIAATTEGHATATGAATT 1| 4% |l




When rendered as a Gana in the Aranya gana book, this gets transformed into the
following Sama gana:

| T, IqUH, WAl | IS R | e g | ST Sadr |

RIT TRIYT TR

gngTws|©qu|(3)W|W(Q3)WW|(3)

RO S

gTegTagTs | agn%mmm—cns% TIIS38Y |

amm3|§%~W|(s)wlm(Q3)WW|(Q)aq‘-ﬁg-r%rW|

T I¥X X v R

amws | ga=enT m‘—ns% TSIy, ||

gmgmamiﬁ?{[kus)agle(w) | WWl(a)
mwz | ?ﬁmmﬁﬂsﬁrmasa}sa’&:ﬁ I

IT XX

ammm@ﬁkus)wlm(aa)|14?a——n=[§n|(3)

o R

amms | Wﬂﬂﬂ?msaa aﬁsaxa |

_IY

gTegTssTs Il QU T (3) IQF!EH?F:T | (3) T | (3)

ST (3) A< et ?@Trsaxt\ I

The Gana texts of Kauthuma Samhita are very vast. These are the ones we often
hear in regular Samaveda chanting sessions.Some of the Gana-s have popular names:
Gayati Sama, Rathanthara Sama, Brhat Sama, Vamadevya Sama, and so on.
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the end of each mantra at the far right. These four entries refer to the number of the

arcika, adhyaya, khanda and Rk (purvarcika =1, uttaracika = 2) respectively.
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