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dashAvatArastotram 4

த³ஶாவதாரshேதாthரmh 4

மேத நிக³மாnhதமஹாேத³ஶிகாய நம: ।
மாnh ேவŋhகடநாதா²rhய: கவிதாrhகிகேகஸ ।
ேவதா³nhதாசாrhயவrhேயா ேம ஸnhநித⁴thதாmh ஸதா³’தி³॥
ேத³ேவா ந: ஶுப⁴மாதேநா த³ஶதா⁴ நிrhவrhதயnh ⁴காmh
ரŋhேக³ தா⁴மநி லph³த⁴நிrhப⁴ரரைஸரth◌⁴யேதா பா⁴ைக: ।
யth³பா⁴ேவஷு ph’த²kh³விேத⁴Shவiν³nh பா⁴வாnh shவயmh பி³ph◌⁴ரதீ
யth³த⁴rhைமஹ த⁴rhணீ விஹரேத நாநாkh’திrhநாயிகா ॥ 1॥
நிrhமkh³நதிஜாலமாrhக³ணத³ஶாத³thதணrhவீண-

ரnhதshதnhவதி³வாரவிnhத³மஹநாnhெயௗத³nhவதீshதா அப: ।
நிShphரthஹதரŋhக³ŋhக³ணத:² phரthட⁴பாத²ச²டா-
ேடா³லாேராஹஸேதா³ஹலmh ப⁴க³வேதா மாthshயmh வ: பா ந:॥ 2॥
அvhயாஸுrh⁴வநthரயீமநிph◌⁴’தmh கNh³யைநரth³
நிth³ராணshய பரshய rhமவேஷா நிவாஸவாேதாrhமய: ।
யth³விேபணஸmhshkh’ேதாத³தி⁴பய: phேரŋhேகா²லபrhயŋhகிகா-
நிthயாேராஹணநிrhvh’ேதா விஹரேத ேத³வ:ஸைஹவ யா ॥ 3॥
ேகா³பாேயத³நிஶmh ஜக³nhதி ஹநாேபாth பவிthkh’த-
ph³ரமாNhட:³ phரலேயாrhேகா⁴ஷ³பி⁴rhேகா⁴ரைவrh⁴rh⁴ைர: ।
யth³த³mhShThராŋhரேகாகா³ட⁴க⁴டநாநிShகmhபநிthயshதி²தி-
rhph³ரமshதmhப³மெஸௗத³ெஸௗ ப⁴க³வதீ iµshேதவ விவmhப⁴ரா ॥ 4॥
phரthயாதி³Shடராதநphரஹரணkh³ராம:ணmh பாணிைஜ-
ரvhயாththணி ஜக³nhthயNhட²மமா ைவNhட²கNh²ரவ: ।
யthphரா³rhப⁴வநாத³வnhth◌⁴யஜட²ராயாth³’chசி²காth³ேவத⁴ஸாmh
யா காசிthஸஹஸா மஹாஸுரkh³’ஹsh²பிதாமய⁴th ॥ 5॥
vhடா³விth³த⁴வதா³nhயதா³நவயேஶாநாkh³தா⁴ப⁴ட-
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shthைரயmh iµடmh நnhநவ நshthைரவிkhரேமா விkhரம: ।
யthphரshதாவஸiµchch²தth◌⁴வஜவvh’thதாnhதth³தா⁴nhதிபி⁴-
shshேராேதாபி: ◌⁴ ஸுரnh⁴ரShடஸுதி³ஶாெஸௗஈஷு ேதா³⁴யேத ॥ 6॥
khேராதா⁴kh³நிmh ஜமத³kh³நிபீட³நப⁴வmh ஸnhதrhபயிShயnh khரமாth³-
அththராஹ ஸnhததய இமாmh thshஸphதkh’thவ:திmh ।
த³thவா கrhமணி த³mh khவசந தாமாshகnhth³ய nh⁴mh வஸnh-
நph³ரமNhயமபாகேரா ப⁴க³வாநாph³ரமகீடmh iµநி:॥ 7॥
பாராவாரபேயாவிேஶாஷணகலாபாணகாலாநல-

jhவாலாஜாலவிஹாரஹாவிஶிக²vhயாபாரேகா⁴ரkhரம: ।
ஸrhவாவshத²ஸkh’thphரபnhநஜநதாஸmhரணகvhரதீ
த⁴rhேமா விkh³ரஹவாநத⁴rhமவிரதிmh த⁴nhவீ ஸத⁴nhவீ ந:॥ 8॥
ப²khகthெகௗரவபThடணphரph◌⁴’தய: phராshதphரலmhபா³த³ய-
shதாலாŋhகாshயததா²விதா⁴ வி’தயshதnhவnh ப⁴th³ராணி ந: ।
ரmh ஶrhகரேயவ யாபி⁴ரph’த²kh³⁴தா: phர⁴ைதrh³ண-

ராெகௗமாரகமshவத³nhதஜக³ேத kh’Shணshய தா: ேகலய:॥ 9॥
நாதா²ையவ நம: பத³mh ப⁴வ நசிthைரசthரkhரைம-
rh⁴ேயாபி⁴rh⁴வநாnhயநிஹநாேகா³பாய ேகா³பாயேத ।
காnhதீ³ரகாயகாயப²ணிshபா²ரshப²டாவாகா-
ரŋhேகா³thஸŋhக³விஶŋhகசkhரம⁴ராபrhயாய சrhயாயேத ॥ 10॥
பா⁴விnhயா த³ஶயாப⁴வnhநிஹ ப⁴வth◌⁴வmhஸாய ந: கlhபதாmh
கlhகீ விShiΝயஶshஸுத: ககதா²காShயலŋhகஷ: ।
நி:ேஶஷதகNhடேக திதேல தா⁴ராஜெலௗேக⁴ th◌⁴வmh
த⁴rhமmh காrhதக³mh phரேராஹயதி யnhநிshthmhஶதா⁴ராத⁴ர:॥ 11॥
இchசா²ந விஹாரகchச²ப மஹாேபாthnh யth³’chசா²ஹேர
ராவாமந ேராஷராம ககாthshத² ேஹலாஹnh ।
khடா³வlhலவ கlhகவாஹந த³ஶாகlhகிnhநிதி phரthயஹmh
ஜlhபnhத: ஷா: நnh ⁴வநmh Nhெயௗக⁴பNhயாப:॥
விth³ேயாத³nhவதி ேவŋhகேடவரகெவௗ ஜாதmh ஜக³nhமŋhக³ளmh
ேத³ேவஶshயத³ஶாவதாரவிஷயmh shேதாthரmh விவேத ய: ।
வkhthரmh தshய ஸரshவதீ ப³ஹுiµகீ² ப⁴khதி: பரா மாநேஸ
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ஶுth³தி: ◌⁴ காபி தெநௗ தி³ஶாஸு த³ஶஸு kh²யாதி: ஶுபா⁴ jh’mhப⁴ேத ॥
கவிதாrhகிகmhஹாய கlhயாண³ணஶாேந ।
மேத ேவŋhகேடஶாய ேவதா³nhத³ரேவ நம:॥
இதி ேவதா³nhதேத³ஶிகkh’தmh த³ஶாவதாரshேதாthரmh ஸmhrhணmh ।

dashAvatAra stotram (777 to 789)

The “Birthless Being” (paramAtma) is born in this world again and again. Only, those

births are all ‘divyam’ (Divine) as said in the bhagavad gItA. The Lord is born out of His

own sweet will and pleasure (not by compelling Karma as in our case). avatArs are sport

or lIlA to Him; to us they are His acts of Grace or dayA to redeem us. The avatArs are

many, but ten out of them have been marked out as dashavatAra, and enjoyed specially by

the Alwars and AchAryas. This stotram is about those ten avatAras, and hence the name

dashavatAra.

The opening shloka (777) refers to all the world being a stage–not in the Shakespearean

sense of a stage in which mortal man is the actor as several parts, but in a quite different

sense, viz. that the Lord dons several parts and acts thereon in the company of His Consort,

lakShmI, who dons the appropriate female part on each occasion. The first word is ’devaH’
and refers to the Sporting Lord, and the last word is nAyikA, referring to the Consort

donning ‘anuguNAn bhAvAn’ appropriate lady-part. The prayer is made that the Two of

them may confer all auspiciousness on us.

The next ten shlokas deal with the ten avatArs in order. Each is a pen-picture of one situation

in the particular avatAra. The sea suddenly becomes full of lotuses, when the Lord asmatsya

(Fish) casts His eyes everywhere in its waters while searching for the vedas. As kUrma,

(Tortoise) the Lord bears the mandara mountain on His back and at the same time enjoys

a dolotsavam (swinging festival) along with lakShmI, as Their parya Nka (couch) is moved

this side and that by the surging and retreating waves of the ocean. And so on.

shloka 788 gives a list of the foregoing ten avatAras with a crisp one-word adjective for each

avatAra which correctly indicates the chief point of that avatAra. The last shloka (phala-

shRiti) refers to this stotram as ‘jaganma NgalaM’ (welfare of all the worlds) a rare herb
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obtainable from the ocean and capable of bestowing learning, devotion, health and fame on

those who evince a desire to recite it.

I have heard it said that great AchAryas have prescribed a pArAyaNam of this Stotram as

a panacea for ills attributable to evil-aspecting of stars and planets.
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