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shrIkRiShNadvAdashama njarI

શ્રીકૃˋણદ્વાદશમʦજર͒

॥ શ્રી શ્રીધરવͫકટેશાયͭણ કૃતા॥
દુરાશાʳધાે-ઽમુ͍ˊમ͍ʳવષય-િવસરાવતર્જઠરે
ʬ͆ણચ્છન્ને કૂપે ʬ͆ણકબલલુʽધઃ પશિુરવ ।
પ͈તʬવા ͊ખદે્યઽસાવગ͈તિરત ઉદૃ્ધત્ય કલયેઃ
કદા માં કૃˋણ ʬવʭપદકમલલાભને સુ͊ ખતમ્॥ ૧॥
કથં͉ ચ-દ્ય͏ચ્ચત્તે કમલભવ-કામાʳતકમખુાઃ
વહʳતાે મʣજ͍ʳત ˌવય-મનવધાૈ હષર્જલધાૈ ।
Vક્વ તિદ્દવ્ય-શ્રીમચ્ચરણકમલં કૃˋણ ભવતઃ
ક્વ ચાહં તત્રેહા મમ શનુ ઇવા-ખʫડલપદે॥ ૨॥
દુરાપˍʬવં કૃˋણ ˍમરહર-મખુાનાં તદિપ તે
ક્ષ͈તઃ કા કા̗ʫયા-દગ͈તિર͈ત માં લાલય͊સ ચેત્ ।
પ્રપˈયન્ રʮયાયાં ͊શશ-ુમગ͈ત-મુદ્દામ̗િદતં
ન સમ્રાડʷયઙ્ગે દધદુ̗દયˍસાʳʬવય͈ત િકમ્॥ ૩॥
પ્ર͈તશ્વાસં નેતું પ્રયતનધુર͒ણઃ િપʬ͆પ͈તઃ
િવપત્તીનાં વ્યક્તં િવહરણ͈મદં તુ પ્ર͈તપદમ્ ।
તથા હેયવ્યૂહા તનુિરય͈મહા-થાિʷˀભરમે
હતાત્મા કૃˋણૈતાં કુમ͈ત-મપહʳયા મમ કદા॥ ૪॥
િવધીશારાʱયˍʬવં પ્રણય-િવનયાʾયાં ભજ͊સ યાન્
͈પ્રયˍતે યʭસવેી િવમત ઇતરˍતષેુ ʬ͆ણધીઃ ।
િકમʳય-ʭસવાર્િપ ʬવદન͊ભમતવૈ ͏સ્થ͈તરહાે
દુરાત્મવૈં તે સ્યાં યદુવર દયાહાર્ઃ કથમહમ્॥ ૫॥
િવિનʳદ્યʬવે તુલ્યાિધક-િવરિહતા ય ખલુ ખલાઃ
તથા ભૂતં કૃત્યં યદિપ સહ તૈરેવ વસ͈તઃ ।
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તદેવાનુષે્ઠયં મમ ભવ͈ત નેહાˍત્ય̗͉ચર-
ʷયહાે િધઙ્માં કુવͭ િક͈મવ ન દયા કૃˋણ મિય તે॥ ૬॥
ʬવદાખ્યા-͊ભખ્યાન ʬવદમલ-ગુણાˌવાદન ભવત્-
સપયાર્યાસક્તા જગ͈ત ક͈ત વાઽઽનʳદજલધાૈ ।
ન ખેલʳત્યેવં દુવ્યર્સન-હુતભુગ્ગભર્-પ͈તત-
ˍʬવહં સીદાʿયેકાે યદુવર દયેથા મમ કદા॥ ૭॥
કદ વા િનહͭતૂ͌ન્મ͈ષત-ક̗ણા͈લઙ્͉ગતભવત્-
કટાક્ષાલʽધને વ્યસનગહના-િન્નગર્ત ઇતઃ ।
હતાશષે-ગ્લાિનʳયʿ͆તરસ-િનˊયʳદ͊શ͊શરે
સખંુ પાદાંભાજેે યદુવર કદાસાિન િવહરન્॥ ૮॥
અિનત્યʬવં ̒ન-ન્ન͈તદૃઢ-મદપર્ˍસિવનયઃ
ˌવકે દાષેેઽ͊ભજ્ઞઃ પરજુ͈ષ તુ મૂઢˍસક̗ણઃ ।
સતાં દાસˈશાʳત-ˍસમમ͈ત-રજસ્રં તવ યથા
ભજેયં પાદાʽજં યદુવર દયેથા મમ કદા॥ ૯॥
કરાલં દાવા͉ ͔ગ્ʶ͕̓ કબ͈લતવતા દેવ ભવતા
પિરત્રાતા ગાપેાઃ પરમકૃપયા િકન્ન િહ પુરા ।
મદ͑યાʳતવͱિરપ્રકર-દહનં િ ͔ક͕ કબલયન્
દયા͊સʳધાે ગાપેીદિયત વદ ગાપેાય͊સ ન મામ્॥ ૧૦॥
ન ભીરા̗હ્યાંસ નદ͈ત શમને નાʷયુદયતે
જુગુ̫ સા દેહસ્યાશુ͉ ચિનચયભાવે ˍપુટતરે ।
અિપ વ્રીડા નાેદેત્યવમ͈તશતે સત્યનપુદં
ક્વ મે સ્યાત્તવભ͏ક્તઃ કથ͈મવ કૃપા કૃˋણ મિય તે॥ ૧૧॥
બલીયસ્યત્યʳતં મદઘપટલી તદ્યદુપતે
પિરત્રાતું નાે માં પ્રભવ͊સ તથા નાે દમિયતુમ્ ।
અલાભાદત͟ના͈મદમનુગુણાનામદિયતે
િકયદ્દાૈ̎યં િધઙ્માં ʬવિય િવમતમાત્મદુ્રહ͈મમમ્॥ ૧૨॥
॥ ઇ͈ત શ્રી શ્રીધરવેઙ્કટેશાયͭણકૃતા
કૃˋણદ્વાદશમʦજર͒ સમાપ્તા॥
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Encoded by N. Balasubramanian bbalu@satyam.net.in

This poem is said to be a spontaneous composition

of Sridhara Venkatesa on seeing a procession in which

the deity was dressed as Krishna. When the procession

reached his house, the poet saw the Lord and was overcome

by emotion and poured out his devotion to Krishna

in the form of this poem. He pleads to the Lord

to redeem him from the worldly pleasures which

are like a blind well covered on the top by a

growth of grass. It is known that He is

above other gods but He should extend His mercy

to Him. He had put out the forest fire and saved

a cowherd on earlier occasions. Should He not

now put out the fire raging in his mind?

The poet aptly addresses Krishna as

Dayasindhu - ocean of mercy and seeks His grace.

LIFE OF SRIDHARA VENKATESA

શ્રીકʫઠ͈મવ ભાˌવʳતં ͊શવનામપરાયણમ્।
શ્રીધરં વેઙ્કટેશાય͜ શ્રેયસે ગુ̗માશ્રયે॥
Sridhara Venkatesa lived about 300 years ago in

Tiruvisanallur, a village in Tanjavur district in Tamilnadu. He was called

Tiruvisanallur Ayyaval (deeply respected person) out of great respect

people held for him. Even today he is known by that name only. He was

the son of Lingayaryar who was a minister to the Maharaja of Mysore. Even

as a young boy Ayyaval was deeply religious and in particular had great

devotion to Shiva but he made no distinction between Shiva and Vishnu. He

studied Vedas, shastras and puranas and had a great desire to travel and

spread the message of the puranas and in particular the glory of Lord’s
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name among the people. After his father’s death the Maharaja wanted

him to take his father’s job but he politely declined and left Mysore

state with his wife and mother. He came to Tiruchirapalli in Tamilnadu

and stayed for some time giving talks. He was supposed to have brought

back to life a woman who had died by praying to the Lord. This attracted

people who wanted him to solve their problems. Ayyaval did not like this

and left the place. He proceeded to Tanjavur. It seems that King Shahaji

(1684-1710.AD) who was ruling at that time in Tanjavur wanted him to

stay in Tanjavur but Ayyaval wanted to lead a quiet life. King Shahaji

was inviting scholarly brahmins to stay in his kingdom. He renamed the

village Tiruvisanallur as Shahajirajapuram. One street was allotted for

their stay. Ayyaval also stayed in a house there. Ayyaval was a proponent

of the view that in this dark age Kali chanting the lord’s name will ward

off its evil effects. He was the senior contemporary of Bodhendra Swami

who was the 59th pontiff of the Shankara Math at Kanchipuram and who was

an ardent advocate of the glory of the lord’s name. Ayyaval wrote a

book ભગવન્નામભષૂણમ્ (Bagavannamabhushanam) on the subject

which is sadly not available now. Bodhendra Swami had also written a book

નામાʿ͆તરસાયનમ્ (Namamritarasayanam)on the subject wherein

he had made references to the work of Ayyaval. Once Ayyaval had to

perform a sraddha ceremony in his house. Therein food is prepared and

offered to the departed forefathers who are invoked in three brahmins

invited for the occasion. When every thing was getting ready Ayyaval

saw an outcaste with his family in a famished condition begging for

food. His heart melted with compassion at their condition. Without

any hesitation he offered them the food that was being prepared for

the ceremony.He then had the house washed and prepared to conduct the

ceremony again. But the brahmins in the village considered this act

reprehensible and refused to conduct the ceremony again. Ayyaval pleaded

with them quoting texts from the scriptures to support his action but the

Brahmins were not convinced. He asked them what he should do to remedy

the situation. They said that the only atonement was having a bath in
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the Ganges. But there was no time to go to Varanasi and return. So he

prayed to Lord Shiva ( in Gangashtakam) to release the waters of Ganga

from His matted hair as he did on an earlier occasion for Bhagiratha.

Water started flowing out of the well in his house and flooded the

streets of the village. The villagers got scared and prayed to Ayyaval

to forgive them and stop the flood that was threatening the village. He

accordingly prayed again to stop the flooding and requested her to appear

in the well every year on that day. Even now people flock to that place

every year on that day and take bath in the waters of the well in the

belief that Ganga is present in the well on that day. Ayyaval had

composed a number of works some of which are not yet been printed and

some not available. Some of his works are listed below. (1) Bhagavannama

Bhushanam. (2) Akhyashashti. (3) Daya satakam. (4) Matrubhtasatakam. (5)

Stuti paddati. (6) Shivabhakthikalpalatha. (7) Shivabhaktha lakShanam. (8)

Taravali stotram. (9) Artihara stotram. (10) Kuliresvarashtakam. (11)

Jambhunathashtakam. (12) Doshapariharashtakam. (13) Krishnadwadasa

manjari. (14) Achyuthashtakam. (15) Dola navarathnamala. (16)

Padamanimanjari - a sanskrit dictionary. (17) Shahajiraja charitam.
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