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Given below is the background of the arrival of Srikrishna at

Vrindavan along with Yadava army and meeting with Gopis and

Radharani, and the gopikAgItam :

It was decided to conduct Ashvamedha Yaga by the Yadava King Ugrasena

with the blessings of Srikrishna, for which the sacrificial horse was

released, with Aniruddha, grandson of Srikrishna leading the Yadava

army to accompany the horse wherever it goes and if needed, fight with

the rulers of those states who challenge the Yadavas. After conquering

almost all the states within the short span of one month, the horse

is held by Balvala – son of the demon Ilvala in the confluence

of Triveni and carried away. Aniruddha comes to know from Narada that

Balvala has carried off the horse to his island state called Panchajana,

and will not release it without fighting. The Yadava army crosses over

to the island after building a bridge with millions of arrows. Although

Balvala and his son were defeated and they lay fainted, as Balvala had

got a boon from Shiva to help him fight his enemy when defeated, Shiva

appeared with his two sons and his army of ghosts and defeats Aniruddha

who lay fainted. Yadavas remember Srikrishna, who appears there, and

on seeing him, Shiva surrenders to Krishna and begs his pardon for his

action. When Balvala recovers and asks Shiva why he stopped fighting,

he explains the situation to him and asks him to surrender and return

the horse to Aniruddha, which he does. From there, the horse proceeds

through many other states, the rulers of which do not dare to challenge

the Yadava army. The horse then enters Vrindavana where the cowherds get

hold of it, and on seeing the Notice on it, bring the horse to Nandagopa

who is thrilled with joy to know that his great-grandson is coming with
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the army of Yadavas, and fervently hopes to see Krishna also. His hope

fructifies with the arrival of the Yadavas along with Aniruddha and

Krishna. The Gopas are overjoyed to see Krishna and the meeting of the

two parties after a lapse of over 100 years is celebrated grandly. Towards

the evening Radharani remembers Krishna, who appears before her –
who says she has not moved out anywhere from her cottage since her

last meeting with him, nor has she taken any sweets, or slept, always

immersed in his thought. Thereafter, there is a repetition of Rasaleela

as before. Now also, Krishna sports with the Gopis who arrive at the

forest on hearing his flute, and disappears when they get possessive;

he then sports with Radha and disappears from her also for the same

reason. The Gopis find Radha and all lament his disappearance and pray

for his appearance. gopikAgItam follows.
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