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Parshvabhyudayam

(Meghadutavestita kavyam)
Acarya Jinasena

Jinasena was a ninth century Digambara Jain monk, best known for his work "Adi
purana". Very little is known about his personal life. Jinasena is also well-known
in the sanskrit poetic literature for his work, parshvabhyudayam" (The Arising of
parshva), which he wrote before 783 AD. This work is about the life story of the
23rd Jain Saint Parshvanatha, and the troubles created by Sambarasura, the brother
of the former birth of Parshva.

In his work, "Parshvabhyudayam" Jinasena has performed the wonderful feat of
utilising each line of the love poem "Meghadiitam" of Kalidasa for narrating the
life of the 23rd Tirthankara Lord Parshvanatha. The whole work of Meghadiitam
is incorporated in this work, and the simple story of Meghadiitam is altogether
changed and the incident of Parshav's harassment caused by Sambara is narrated
in a very scholarly manner. What sets this work apart from other similar biogra-
phies is that the author ingeniously incorporated "each" of the 480 line from "ev-
ery" one of the 120 §loka-s of "Meghadiitam", in the form of a "samasya ptirana"
exercise. Since the conventions of a Samasya Purana requires that the adopted
text not to be changed, scholars feel that this work reflects the authentic version
of Kalidasa's Meghadiitam vogue during his period. (Ref: K B Pathak: Kalidasa's
Meghadiitam (as embodied in the Parshvabhyudayam).

The poetical metre of this work is, of course, mandakranta, as is expected. This
poetic work Parshvabhyudayam consisting of 364 Sloka-s in chaste sanskrit. While
most of the §loka-s employ the fourth line as the samasya from Kalidasa's Meghadii-
tam, some $loka-s have used the first or second or third line from Kalidasa, and
in several instances, two lines are taken from Kalidasa's Meghadiitam. The 364

Sloka-s are distributed in four Sargas as follows
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Sarga 1
Sarga2 -
Sarga3 - 57
Sarga4 - 71

But the last six Sloka-s (in Sarga 4) do not use lines from Kalidasa, and employ
metre different from Mandakranta, and are the author's concluding remarks. So,
the work uses Kalidasa's lines only in 358 $loka-s. Among these, Jinasena uses one
line of Meghadiitam in 246 Sloka-s, and two lines of Meghadutam in 117 (= 234
lines), thus totalling 480 lines of all 120 $loka-s of Meghadtitam that are found in
all standard editions of Meghadiitam.

It is not clear why all these 4 sargas have the same name: WachdeddUiH. as men-

tioned in this commentary of this work.
Reference: S am =~ W@W(‘Wﬁh %Iﬁ-l—dﬁcld Fvs, TAYY) 1965 (843 pages),

with a commentary in Sanskrit, Balabodhini, written by Muktendu Varma.

NOTE: Since the ordering of varuious Sloka-s in Meghadtitam differ from book to
book, and also there are many praksipta $loka-s scattered here and there in many
editions, for the sake of a uniform numbering of the variouis lines of Meghadiitam
that appears in this present work, I have used the following text as a basis. "Com-
plete Works of Kalidasa", edited by V P Joshi and published by E T Brill, Leiden,
Netherlands (1976) Hence all numberings such as (Megha 32c) refer to §lokams in
this book, the letters a,b,c,d indicating the pada number in each shloka.

ADDITIONAL NOTE: There is a smaller work of the same flavour, "Meghadiita
SlokamslekhaH" of Meghavijaya. In this Jain work, the author is sending a mes-
sage to his Jain Guru through Megha. He has taken 4th line of each §loka of Kali-
dasa's Meghadiitam as a samasya, and composed three more lines to complete the
samasya Sloka-s, as a samasya piirana. Thus, the 4th line of each §lokam in both

kavyas are identical, though the stories are entirely different.
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Based on this work, the following is the version of Kalidasa's Meghadiitam,
that was vogue during that period. Here, "Megha" refers to the book:
"Complete Works of Kalidasa", edited by V P Joshi
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