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yatirAja Saptati (790 to 863)

Several true devotees of the Lord with a high degree of AchArya-Bhakti, have given
expression to the sentiment that in the several works that go to make up the 4000 divya-
prabandham there is none to equal rAmAnuja Nootrandadi sung in praise of rAmAnuja,
the great shrlvaiShNava AchArya. In the same manner one can assert that out of the stotras
of vedAnta deshika, yatirAja saptati, the Stotra in praise of the same great AchArya, stands
unrivalled. This is not saying anything derogatory to the other stotras, nahi nindA-nyAya.
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yati-rAja saptati breathes deshika’s Bhakti, often an infatuation, towards rAmAnuja whom
he takes a pleasure in referring to as yatirAja — King among sannyAsins. According to
deshika, sexual thoughts may beset brahmA, shiva and even nArAyaNa, but never a votary
of yatlshvara (834). Lord varadarAja, the black cloud perched on the Elephant Hill (karl-
shaila) is able to shower more than the desired benefits on His devotees only because of His
having drunk deep from the Ocean of Nectar that is yatirAja’s dayA (851). yatirAja is an
incarnation of the Lord’s Five Weapons (801), and/or of vishvakShena, the Commander-in-
Chief of the Lord’s Army in vaikunta (821), and/or of the Lord Himself (852). Curiously
neither Amudanar in his rAmAnuja Nootrandadi, nor deshika in yatirAja saptati refers to

rAmAnuja being sheShAvatAra (incarnation of adisheSha) as popularly believed by all.

One may read and re-read yatirAja saptati any number of times : he will not be able to make
up his mind whether deshika’s fascination is for yatirAja, the Person, or for his works, or
for the siddhAnta evolved and postulated in those works. That vedAnta deshika was first
drawn towards yatirAja because of his works is seen from the first shloka in his praise in
this work (799). deshika’s eulogy of the works in shloka 822 can be taken as typical of
his great esteem and admiration. The reason is that only rAmAnuja’s works truly reflect
(as in a mirror), lakShmI-k Anta (Consort of shrl) as He really is, whereas in other systems
He is seen distorted, if He is seen at all. shloka 805 also postulates that the tattva known
as hari can be seen whole and entire (akShatam) only in yatirAja’s SiddhAnta. A study of
rAmanuja’s works under a proper AchArya will preserve our purity and prevent us from

straying into faulty systems of thought (815).

All the greatness and glory that deshika achieved in his life are attributed to his association
with the system promulgated by yatirAja (862) and to the blessings showered on him by

great AchAryas immersed in yatirAja’s yasas (renown) (860).
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