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Dasakam: 001 -- Shlokam: 01

It is the greatest good fortune of mankind in this Kali Yuga that the eternal truth which
grants us salvation manifests itself as Lord Krishna in the holy shrine of Guruvayoor to
bless all true devotees. This embodiment of eternal spiritual bliss is beyond any
comparison and transcends all limits of time and space. This eternal truth is free of all
illusion and is all-pervading, being the root cause of the entire universe. Even the
Vedas cannot fully comprehend or describe it but it can be attained through
singleminded devotion by the true Bhakthas of Lord Krishna.

Dasakam: 001 -- Shlokam: 02

Although such an easy access to eternal salvation has been offered to mankind on a
silver platter in the form of Lord Krishna at Guruvayoor, common mortals, due to their
inherent lowly nature, overlook the eternal benefits of this and go in pursuit of worldly
pleasures. May we all realize our folly and serve Him with complete faith as He alone
can alleviate all our sorrows.

Dasakam: 001 -- Shlokam: 03

The great sage Vyaasa has identified Thy form as Suddha Sathva, unsullied by the evil
and impure qualities of Rajas and Tamas. Contemplation of this pure divine form of
Lord Krishna will lead us to ultimate bliss and wisdom.

Dasakam: 001 -- Shlokam: 04

Oh Lord Krishna ! This unchanging form of Suddha Sathva embodied in Thee,
transcending time and space, is the ocean of nectar giving supreme happiness to all
true devotees, encompassing all the liberated souls embedded like pure pearls in the
waves of this ocean. Hence this incarnation of Thine as Lord Krishna can be called the
only complete one, as compared to other revelations of Thy divine form.

Dasakam: 001 -- Shlokam: 05

Even without any action or reason, Thy glance alone can activate Maya at the
beginning of a new kalpa or cycle of creation, spontaneously. Thus, the divine form of
the Lord of Vaikunta manifests itself as Maya or Prakruthi without its glory or purity
being diminished or tarnished in any way.
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Dasakam: 001 -- Shlokam: 06

Oh Guruvayurappa ! | meditate on Thy divine form which is more beautiful than the
dark rain clouds and the blue Kalaya flowers, where Goddess Lakshmi plays
uninhibitedly, which being the abode of beauty, is the ultimate sanctuary of all true
devotees, drowning their hearts in the nectar of supreme bliss.

Dasakam: 001 -- Shlokam: 07

Oh Supreme One ! Earlier, in my ignorance, | had thought that Thy creation was sheer
misery to mankind entangling all of us in the cycle of births and deaths; but now |
realise how wrong | was. But for this divine miracle of creation, how could our souls be
liberated without our eyes and ears drinking the nectar of supreme bliss in a fully
conscious state?

Dasakam: 001 -- Shlokam: 08

Oh Hari ! Thou art ready to shower on us all that we desire and even more by granting
liberation to our wretched souls. But due to our total ignorance of this ultimate bliss, we
pursue worldly belongings and sensual pleasures. Men long for the Parijata tree in
Indra’'s garden when the Kalpaka Vriksha in the form of Lord Krishna is waiting to grant
them salvation.

Dasakam: 001 -- Shlokam: 09

Oh Souri ! Thou art omnipotent and the embodiment of all virtue and hence Thou hath
the unique power to grant supreme bliss to Thy devotees instead of only desired
objects, in contrast to other gods. Those who realise this truth are blessed at every
step they take towards Thee. Oh Lord Krishna! | pray to Thee for such a blessing.

Dasakam: 001 -- Shlokam: 10

Oh Lord Murari ! Thou art the embodiment of all the six divine qualities of greatness
viz., Sri (prosperity), Jnana (knowledge), Vairagya (detachment), Aishwarya
(lordliness), Veerya (valour) and Yashas (fame) and hence the word Bhagavath is the
most befitting attribution to Thee, who art the resident of the Guruvayur temple.
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Dasakam: 002 -- Shlokam: 01

| pray to the divine form of Lord Krishna adorned by the diamond crown more brilliant
than the sun, the upright sandal mark on the forehead, the compassionate eyes, the
charming smile, the shapely nose, the cheeks reflecting the light of the earrings
brushing against them, the neck resplendent with the Kausthubha jewel and the chest
decorated with flower garlands, pearl necklaces and the holy Srivatsa beauty mark.

Dasakam: 002 -- Shlokam: 02

| prostrate before this most beautiful form of Lord Krishna with the four shining arms
bedecked with shoulder ornaments, bangles, bracelets, rings studded with precious
stones, the mace, the conch, the disc, the lotus, the shining yellow silk robe adorning
the waist with the gold belt around it and the beautiful lotus feet which are the ultimate
refuge of all devotees for the removal of all their sorrows.

Dasakam: 002 -- Shlokam: 03

Oh Omnipotent One ! This supreme divine form of Thine transcends all beauty,
radiance and sweetness in all the three worlds and generates intense love in the hearts
of all true Bhakthas.

Dasakam: 002 -- Shlokam: 04

Oh Lord Achutha ! Goddess Lakshmi being so attached to Thee cannot remain long
with any of her devotees. Hence she has earned the epithet Chapala or Fickleminded
one as far as her Bhakthas are concerned. So strong and steadfast is her love for
Thee.

Dasakam: 002 -- Shlokam: 05

Oh Lakshmipathi ! Goddess Lakshmi's firm love of Thee makes her shower blessings
on all those devotees who are ever praising Thy qualities and worshipping Thee. Her
fickleness is only with regard to those who have no love or respect for Thee.

Dasakam: 002 -- Shlokam: 06
Description of Thy divine form is like nectar to the ears and minds of devotees,
drenching their bodies in ecstasy and taking them to the extremes of bliss.
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Dasakam: 002 -- Shlokam: 07

Oh Lord Krishna ! Therefore Bhakthi Yoga or the path of devotion is recommended by
great sages to be far superior to Karma Yoga (or path of action ) or Jnana Yoga (or
path of spiritual knowledge) in the quest for salvation and it can be attained effortlessly
through intense love for Thy divine form.

Dasakam: 002 -- Shlokam: 08

Oh Most Powerful One ! Karma Yoga yields results only in the distant future and Jnana
Yoga is beyond the comprehension of ordinary mortals. But devotion to Thee is far
more satisfying to our minds.

Dasakam: 002 -- Shlokam: 09

Performance of Karma Yoga is very exhausting and leads us to the path of Jnana or
Bhakthi only after our mind has been cleansed of impurities. Philosophical search for
eternal truth can lead to salvation only after a painful process of life cycles and rebirths.
Is it not then more prudent to adopt the path of Bhakthi directly?

Dasakam: 002 -- Shlokam: 10

Oh Lord Krishna ! Bhakthi is the most superior path to merge with Thee and leads us to
the state of pure divinity without delay. | pray to Thee to grant me the ability to be
steeped in devotion to Thy lotus feet.

Dasakam: 003 -- Shlokam: 01

Oh Varada ! Those Bhakthas who constantly chant Thy names and worship Thy divine
form have all their righteous wishes fulfilled by Thee and are indeed the most blessed
souls.

Dasakam: 003 -- Shlokam: 02

Oh Lord Vishnu ! Plagued as | am by diseases both physical and mental | am unable to
turn my mind towards Thee.Please have pity on me and help me to sit peacefully in
some quiet place chanting Thy innumerable names and worshipping Thy lotus feet.
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Dasakam: 003 -- Shlokam: 03

Nothing is impossible for one who has been blessed by Thee. Innumerable devotees of
Thine have been liberated from their sorrows and worldly ties by Thy mercy. Can | not
be one such fortunate devotee of Thine?

Dasakam: 003 -- Shlokam: 04

Many great sages like Narada have attained Supreme Bliss by meditating on Thy lotus
feet and are now free to wander at will drowned in the complete state of conscious
Bliss beyond all limits of time and space. Is there anything more for them to attain?

Dasakam: 003 -- Shlokam: 05

Please help me to become more and more devoted to Thee as that is the only remedy
for all my woes. There is no doubt at all in my mind about this. For otherwise, all of
Vyasa's teachings, Thy divine sayings and even the Vedas will become meaningless
like the utterances of a street wanderer.

Dasakam: 003 -- Shlokam: 06

Chanting Thy names and singing Thy praises is a sweet pleasure from the start. As
devotion becomes more intense it eliminates all suffering and ultimately it leads the
mind to the path of supreme knowledge and bliss. What more can a Bhaktha crave for?

Dasakam: 003 -- Shlokam: 07

Oh Lord ! Rid me of all sorrows. May my feet walk joyfully to Thy temple; may my
hands serve Thee with fervour; may my eyes be eager to feast on Thy divine image;
may my nostrils be pervaded with the scent of the holy Tulsi leaves at Thy feet and
may my ears drink in Thy delightful stories.

Dasakam: 003 -- Shlokam: 08

May Thy divine form embodying the Supreme Bliss envelop my mind and heart so
completely that | am forced to forget all my physical maladies and experience only the
thrill of shedding tears of joy in this state.
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Dasakam: 003 -- Shlokam: 09

Oh Kamsanthaka! Those who have no love or regard for Thee are thriving all round
me. But in spite of my devotion to Thee, | am drowned in sorrow. Oh Varada ! Is not
Thy reputation of mercy to Thy devotees at stake here ? Oh Lord ! Please remove my
afflictions and make me a worthy devotee of Thee.

Dasakam: 003 -- Shlokam: 10

What else is there for me to pray for ? | shall stop lamenting and spend my time doing
pooja and singing hymns of praise to Thy lotus feet until Thou doth take pity on me and
bless me.

Dasakam: 004 -- Shlokam: 01
Oh Lord ! Grant me a strong and healthy body to serve Thee; then with Thy blessing |
shall surely become proficient in doing the eightfold yoga of concentration.

Dasakam: 004 -- Shlokam: 02

By practising selfcontrol through celibacy, honesty and nonviolence and by observing
the daily rituals of bathing,meditation etc., | shall cleanse my body and mind and
perform the Padmasana (lotus posture) and other aasanas and worship Thee.

Dasakam: 004 -- Shlokam: 03
Chanting the Pranava mantra (OM) continuously and thus controlling the sense organs
| shall purify myself and concentrate on Thee.

Dasakam: 004 -- Shlokam: 04
Through repeated effort | shall try to focus my mind on Thy form which is intangible.
But by meditating onThy lotus feet | shall try to capture the ecstasy of true devotion.
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Dasakam: 004 -- Shlokam: 05
By intense and repeated effort | shall be able to visualise through my mind's eye the
loveliness of each and every limb of Thy divine form and effortlessly meditate on it.

Dasakam: 004 -- Shlokam: 06

Oh Lord ! Those who concentrate on Thy divine form will be entranced by its beauty
and gradually their minds will be transported to a higher level wherein they can
comprehend the impersonal Brahman or eternal truth and bliss.

Dasakam: 004 -- Shlokam: 07

Oh Viswanatha ! Having reached the apex of spiritual concentration which is supreme
bliss, we must again, on relaxation, begin afresh the process of Dharana and follow the
same steps in ascending order.

Dasakam: 004 -- Shlokam: 08

The constant practice of this process of concentration is in itself an enjoyable
experience in the attainment of supreme bliss. Our souls will be liberated by this
process and be free to wander about like the most exalted devotees Suka, Narada etc.,
singing Thy glory.

Dasakam: 004 -- Shlokam: 09
Thus the Yogi who attains Samadhi is able to control his life breath and draw it upward
along the Sushumna nerve past the six nerve centres in his quest for salvation.

Dasakam: 004 -- Shlokam: 10

Then leaving this earthly body those who wish for immediate salvation merge with
Thee, while those who wish for the pleasures of the higher worlds go with the sense
organs piercing the head.
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Dasakam: 004 -- Shlokam: 11

Thus Thy devotee who is led to the solar world by the presiding deities of fire, daylight,
the waxing fortnight of the moon and the summer solstice goes on to the world of
Dhruva.

Dasakam: 004 -- Shlokam: 12

Then, after a long sojourn in Maharloka, Thy devotee, as soon as he is afflicted by the
scorching fire issuing forth from the serpent Sesha, or even before that, reaches
Satyaloka or the world of Brahma.

Dasakam: 004 -- Shlokam: 13

Residing in Satyaloka or Thine own Vishnuloka, Thy devotee attains salvation during
the great flood or even before, at his own will, breaking through the Brahmanda or
macrocosm with his yogic power.

Dasakam: 004 -- Shlokam: 14

Oh Lord ! The Brahmanda is encased in seven covers viz. the five elements, earth,
water, fire, air, ether and then intellect and illusion. Thy devotee breaks through all
these barriers experiencing the pleasures in each of these and finally attains salvation
at Thy lotus feet.

Dasakam: 004 -- Shlokam: 15

Oh Jagannatha ! One who successfully completes this arduous soul-searching journey
does not come down again. | am Thy humble devotee singing Thy praises. Please
save me, Oh Lord of Guruvayur, who art the embodiment of truth and reality.

Dasakam: 005 -- Shlokam: 01

When the earlier great deluge occurred, the world was nonexistent and Maya was
merged in Thy Supreme Form undiscernible in any way. There was no life or death and
no day or night. Only Thy brilliant form of Supreme Bliss existed.
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Dasakam: 005 -- Shlokam: 02

Oh Lord ! At that point of time everything in the Universe viz. Kala (time), Karma
(action), Guna (mood), the Jivathmas (individual souls ) all lay merged in Thy supreme
form. But they were never nonexistent or imaginary like flowers of the sky. They were
ensconced in Thee and re-emerged after the deluge.

Dasakam: 005 -- Shlokam: 03

This state lasted for two Parardhas. Then with the desire for creation Thou activated
Maya with a single glance and the evolution of the three worlds began. From Maya
came Kalashakthi, the hidden resultant Karmas of the Jivas and inborn dispositions
(swabhavas).From these evolved the Gunas or moods and helped Maya to manifest as
the universe.

Dasakam: 005 -- Shlokam: 04

The Vedas describe Thee as a witness to the creation of Maya. Yet Thy form is not
enveloped by Maya. Thou art the one and only individual soul reflected on Maya in
different forms. Time, action, nature have all been ordained by Thee. The very same
Maya, influenced by these forces, created the principle of intelligence called 'Mahat'.

Dasakam: 005 -- Shlokam: 05

This principle of intelligence is endowed with the three gunas . The sathvic guna
created in the total soul the cognizance of unqualified Self. But this same intelligence
being predominantly Tamasic in nature created the cognizance of qualified self viz.
ahamkara or egoism in that very soul.

Dasakam: 005 -- Shlokam: 06

This ahamkara or ego changed into three different forms, the Vaikarika with sathvic
quality, and the Thaijasa dominated by Rajas and Tamas. From the Sathvic guna came
the presiding deities of senses like Direction (Disha), Air (Vayu), Sun (Surya), Varuna,
Aswini Devas, Fire (Agni), Vishnu, Mitra, Prajapathi, Moon (Chandra), Brahma, Rudra
and Kshetrajna.

Dasakam: 005 -- Shlokam: 07
From the Sathvic part of Ahamkara was created the Anthakarana or internal sense
which is a combination of Chitta, mind, intellect and egoism. From the Rajasa part
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came the set of ten senses and from the Tamasa part Thou created Shabda or sound
which is the prime essence of the sky.

Dasakam: 005 -- Shlokam: 08

From Shabda Thou created the sky. From that came touch (sparsha); from which air or
vayu was born; from that came rupa or form; from rupa came agni or fire; from fire
came taste; then came water from taste; from water came smell and from smell earth
was formed. Thus Oh Lord Madhava ! Thou caused the group of elements to manifest
from tamasa egoism with each one of them having the qualities of those created prior
to them and hence all of them being interconnected.

Dasakam: 005 -- Shlokam: 09

These groups of elements, senses and their presiding deities did not themselves
create the Universe. These deities sang Thy praises in various hymns and Thou
entered these fundamentals and by impelling them to combine with one another
created the Golden Egg or Hiranyagarbha which is the Universe.

Dasakam: 005 -- Shlokam: 10

This Brahmanda or Cosmic Egg lay for a thousand years in the primal water created
earlier. Then exploding it, Thou came in the form called Virata Purusha of the fourteen
worlds. In that form Thou shone as the total form of all individual souls with thousands
of hands, feet and heads. Oh Guruvayurappa ! May that divine form of Thine be the
saviour of all my ills.

Dasakam: 006 -- Shlokam: 01

Oh Wonder of Wonders ! Thy Virata Purusha form encompassing the fourteen worlds
has been described thus by sages: The soles of Thy feet are Patala; the upper part of
Thy feet are Rasatala and Thy pair of ankles are Mahatala.

Dasakam: 006 -- Shlokam: 02

Oh Lord Chakrapani ! The sages refer to Thy shins as the world of Talatala, Thy knees
as Suthala and Thy two thighs as Vithala and Athala. The front portion of Thy hip is the
earth, Thy navel is the sky and Thy breast is Heaven where Indra dwells.
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Dasakam: 006 -- Shlokam: 03

Thy neck is Maharloka, Thy face, Janaloka, Thy forehead, Tapoloka and Thy head
which envelops everything is Satyaloka. Oh Lord who art the embodiment of all the
worlds ! | prostrate before Thy divine form which is composed of other things too that
depend on these worlds.

Dasakam: 006 -- Shlokam: 04

Oh Lord who art the root cause of the Universe ! Thy Brahmarandhra (skull) is the
Vedas; Oh Kesava Thy lovely tresses are the clouds; Thy pair of radiant brows are the
abode of Brahma; Thy eyelashes are night and day and Thy eyes are the Sun.

Dasakam: 006 -- Shlokam: 05

Oh Lord ! Thy glance is the act of creation of the entire Universe. Thy ears are the
directions, Thy nostrils are the two Aswin devatas. Thy lower lip is avarice or greed and
Thy upper lip is modesty. Thy teeth are the groups of stars and Thy molars represent
Lord Yama,the God of Death.

Dasakam: 006 -- Shlokam: 06

Oh Lord ! Thy radiant smile is Maya or illusion. Thy breath is air and Thy tongue is
water. Thy speech is the family of birds; Thy musical notes are the Siddhas etc. The
hollow of Thy mouth is fire; Thine arms are the Gods and Thy two breasts are the
abode of Dharma Deva.

Dasakam: 006 -- Shlokam: 07

Oh Lotus-eyed Lord ! Thy hind part is Adharma or evil; and Thy mind is the moon. Thy
lotus heart is intangible being balanced by the gunas or moods. Thy abdomen is the
host of oceans; Thy garments are the two twilights; Thy private parts are the God
Brahma and Thy scrotum is the God Mitra.
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Dasakam: 006 -- Shlokam: 08

Oh Merciful One ! Thy hip is the animal kingdom, the nails of Thy feet are the
elephants, camels, horses etc. Thy gait is Time. Thy lotus-like face, Thy arms,Thy two
charming thighs and Thy feet are the source of the Brahmins and other castes.

Dasakam: 006 -- Shlokam: 09

Oh Lord Chakrapani ! Thy actions are the cycle of births and deaths. Thy valour is the
host of powerful demons or asuras. Thy bones are the mountains, Thy nerves are the
collection of rivers and Thy hair are the trees. Oh Lord ! May this marvellous Virata
Purusha form of Thine flourish and conquer.

Dasakam: 006 -- Shlokam: 10

This Virata Purusha form of Thine encompassing the fourteen worlds is worthy of
worship by Karma Yogis at the end of every good deed. Oh Guruvayurappa! | salute
Thee and beg Thee to protect me from all maladies.

Dasakam: 007 -- Shlokam: 01

Oh Guruvayurappa ! Thus, Thou who assumed the form of Virata Purusha symbolising
the fourteen worlds, again manifested Thyself as Brahma, the Creator, in Satyaloka
which is above all these worlds. This form of Thine called Hiranyagarbha is the total
collective soul of the three worlds. Then Brahmadeva was pervaded by the desire for
manifold creation through the compelling force of Rajas guna.

Dasakam: 007 -- Shlokam: 02

This Brahma who was infused by the desire for manifold creation, contemplated deeply
about it but remained confused as he lacked the necessary knowledge for it. Thou,
unseen by him, urged him to do penance by whispering sweetly in his ear.

Dasakam: 007 -- Shlokam: 03

The entire Universe was enveloped in water then. Brahma looked around to see who
whispered in his ear. He could not see Thee but obeying Thy command he did
penance for a thousand divine years to propitiate Thee. Thou then revealed to him the
wonderful world of Vaikunta.
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Dasakam: 007 -- Shlokam: 04

Oh Lord ! Vaikuntaloka is the embodiment of that supreme light emanating from Thy
divine form and it outshines all other worlds. In it there is no Maya or illusion, no room
for emotions like sorrow, rage, ignorance or fear. Herein is only the continuous
outpouring of complete happiness. Thou revealed to Brahma, this supreme abode of
Vaikunta shining beyond all comparison.

Dasakam: 007 -- Shlokam: 05

Herein the divine souls who are four-armed and who shine with the radiance of blue
sapphire lit up by the precious gems in the ornaments that adorn them, live in shining
aerial cars. Their extreme devotion to Thee has earned them a place in this high
abode. May this immaculate abode of Thine outshine all else.

Dasakam: 007 -- Shlokam: 06

In this divine abode Goddess Mahalakshmi, who illuminates the entire world with her
bewitching, dazzling form like a streak of lightning, is seen inhaling the aroma of Thy
lotus feet surrounded by her retinue of celestial maidens. Oh Lord ! Please bless me
and grant me a place in this wonderful abode of Thine.

Dasakam: 007 -- Shlokam: 07

Oh Lord !'Thy divine form which was revealed to Brahma in Vaikuntaloka is the root
cause of the universe. God Brahma had a supreme vision of Thee seated on the
throne set with precious jewels. Thy divine form adorned by the crown sparkling with
the brilliance of a crore suns; Thy bracelets and other ornaments, the Srivatsa mark
and the red Kausthubha jewel were all revealed to Brahma in their full splendour. May
Thou grant me this very same supreme vision.

Dasakam: 007 -- Shlokam: 08

May that marvellous form of Thine, enchanting Brahma with its all pervading dazzling
light, like the dark rain clouds or the Kalaya flowers, Thy face radiant with its angelic
smile and Thy four arms holding the conch,mace,disc and lotus, cure all my maladies.
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Dasakam: 007 -- Shlokam: 09

Seeing Thy divine form, Brahma, overwhelmed by astonishment and joy arising out of
the ecstasy of devotion, prostrated at Thy lotus feet and entreated Thee, who art all
knowing, to explain to him the dualistic and non-dualistic nature of Thy divine form. Oh
Lord ! | pray to Thee who granted the revelation of Thy supreme divine form to
Brahma.

Dasakam: 007 -- Shlokam: 10

Holding Brahma who lay prostrate at Thy lotus feet by Thy own hand Thou blessed him
saying that he would have knowledge but would not be bound by the act of creation.
Thus encouraging him, Thine ownself hidden in Brahma's heart spurred him on to
begin the act of creation. Oh Lord ! Bless me with good health.

Dasakam: 008 -- Shlokam: 01
After the great deluge, God Brahma who took birth on the very first Brahma Kalpa
(day) got the Vedas from Thee and began the task of creation as in the previous Kalpa.

Dasakam: 008 -- Shlokam: 02

This Brahma spent a thousand fourfold yugas as day and as many nights too, several
times. Along with his creations, he sleeps, merged in Thee. Hence his night is known
as Naimittika Pralaya or a deluge having a reason, viz. sleep.

Dasakam: 008 -- Shlokam: 03

As each day begins, with Thy blessing Brahma goes on with the act of creation, as we
perform our daily rituals at dawn.Those long-living souls born in the earlier Brahma
Kalpa, also wake up at the dawn of the new Kalpa after a long night's sleep.

Dasakam: 008 -- Shlokam: 04

This Brahma has now completed one Parardha or half his age (50 years). Oh Lord !
Let me now relate the strange playful events that were enacted by Thee in the
preceding night and the following morning of Brahma.

(Our 1000x4 yugas = 1 day of Brahma Kalpa, and similarly, our 1000x4 yugas = 1 night
of Brahma Kalpa. Our 2000x4 yugas =1 day + 1 night of Brahma. 360 days (including
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nights) of Brahma = 1 year of Brahma. 100 years of Brahma = Brahma's full age which
is the duration of the great deluge also.)

Dasakam: 008 -- Shlokam: 05
At the end of his day Brahma, feeling sleepy, lay merged in Thee. The worlds also took
refuge in Thy abdomen and the universe became a huge ocean of water.

Dasakam: 008 -- Shlokam: 06

When the entire universe was enveloped in water, Thou being the soul of complete
bliss, resting on Adisesha (King of serpents),who is another manifestation of Thee,
became deeply immersed in self concentration.

Dasakam: 008 -- Shlokam: 07

There the host of forces including Kalashakthi or force of Time remained merged in
Thee. Thou, having commanded the force of Time to awaken Thee at the end of the
deluge, indulged in yogic sleep.

Dasakam: 008 -- Shlokam: 08
Oh Viswanatha ! It is said that Kalashakthi or the force of Time, awakened Thee after
Thou had slept for a thousand fourfold yugas.

Dasakam: 008 -- Shlokam: 09
Oh Lord who were lying in the ocean bed ! On awakening Thou threw a collective
glance at all the worlds merged in Thyself.

Dasakam: 008 -- Shlokam: 10
Oh Lord ! Then there sprouted from Thy navel, an exotic, divine lotus bud embodying
the essence of all the objects merged in Thee.
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Dasakam: 008 -- Shlokam: 11
That lotus bud which came forth from Thy navel, rose up from the waters and spread
its radiant light all round chasing away the darkness.

Dasakam: 008 -- Shlokam: 12

In that marvellous, full-blossomed lotus, held up by Thy yogic power, arose Brahma
known as Padmajanma or lotusborn, with the entire set of Vedas committed instantly to
his memory.

Dasakam: 008 -- Shlokam: 13

Oh Lord Vishnu, who art enshrined in Guruvayur ! Oh Great Soul ! Oh Thou of Eternal
Glory, who thus awakened Brahma in Paadmakalpa ! May Thou remove all my
afflictions.

Dasakam: 009 -- Shlokam: 01

Sitting in the lotus on Thy navel, Brahma was perplexed as to wherefrom the lotus
sprang up in the ocean. Eager to find out, he turned his face all round, thereby
acquiring four faces with eight eyes like full-blown lotuses.

Dasakam: 009 -- Shlokam: 02

Seeing only the unsupported lotus in the mighty ocean and not perceiving Thy divine
form propping it up, Brahma started wondering about his own identity, seated all alone
in this huge lotus and about its origination.

Dasakam: 009 -- Shlokam: 03

Convinced that this lotus could not be unsupported and determined to find its origin,
Brahma who was highly intelligent, descended through the hole in the stalk of the lotus
by his yogic power, but was still unable to locate Thy extremely charming form.

Dasakam: 009 -- Shlokam: 04
Even after delving deeply through every hole in the lotus stalk and searching frantically
for a hundred divine years, Brahma could not find anything.Then giving up the search,
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he sat in a relaxed posture within the lotus and with his mind focussed only on one
point, he went into a deep trance invoking only Thy grace.

Dasakam: 009 -- Shlokam: 05

After spending a hundred divine years in a state of deep trance (samadhi), Brahma
cleansed by the pure wisdom acquired thus, was granted the wonderful never-before-
seen vision of Thee, lying majestically on one side on the body of the serpent
(Adisesha). Seeing this marvellous vision through his mind's eye, Brahma was
overjoyed.

Dasakam: 009 -- Shlokam: 06

Oh Lord ! I worship that divine form, which was shown to lotus-born God Brahma, that
divine form resplendent with the brilliant crown,adorned with bangles,necklaces and
shoulder bracelets,the gem-studded waistbelt,dressed in the elegant yellow silk-
cloth,the radiant Kausthubha jewel round the neck and sparkling like the Kalaya flower.

Dasakam: 009 -- Shlokam: 07

"Hail, Hail, Oh Hari ! Oh Lord of Lakshmi ! Oh Thou of Infinite Glory whose supremacy
has been described by the various scriptures ! It is my good fortune that Thou art
visible to me. May Thou grant me the intelligence and skill for the creation of the
world." May Thou, whose abundance of good qualities has thus been praised by
Brahma, protect me.

Dasakam: 009 -- Shlokam: 08

Thou blessed Brahma with unlimited skill for the creation of the three worlds and urged
him to do penance again. Thou who art the personification of accomplishment
encouraged Brahma to pray to Thee with more intense fervour and delighted him with
more boons than he asked for.
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Dasakam: 009 -- Shlokam: 09

Then God Brahma did penance for a hundred divine years and acquired more strength
from penance and more intelligence than ever before. Seeing the lotus trembling in the
water due to the wind, he inhaled both the wind and water, heartened by Thy moral
support.

Dasakam: 009 -- Shlokam: 10

Once more, by Thy blessing, God Brahma, with the lotus as base, created the three
worlds and began the creation of living beings. Oh Guruvayurappa ! May Thou of such
infinite mercy, protect me by Thy compassion filled glances.

Dasakam: 010 -- Shlokam: 01

Oh Lord of Vaikunta ! Equipped with more power due to Thy blessing, God Brahma
created living creatures, like the stationary trees, plants, and creepers and the movable
ones like the animals and birds as well as hosts of human beings and the various gods.

Dasakam: 010 -- Shlokam: 02

God Brahma then created the five different types of emotions generated by ignorance
viz. pride, egoism, attachment, anger and fear. Saddened at having to create these
objects of a Tamasic nature, he meditated on Thy lotus feet, for purifying himself and
as atonement for his action.

Dasakam: 010 -- Shlokam: 03

Then Brahma created out of his mind, the four sages, Sanaka, Sananda, Sanatana
and Sanatkumara. Although he asked them to carry on the work of creation, they would
not do so as they were fully absorbed in devotion to Thy lotus feet.

Dasakam: 010 -- Shlokam: 04

Brahma who was enraged by the refusal of the sages to obey him, tried to control his
anger. Then there sprang up between Brahma's eyebrows, Mrida, who was a part of
Thine ownself. Mrida cried out to Brahma to give him a name and allot him a place. So
he was called Rudra or one who cries.
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Dasakam: 010 -- Shlokam: 05

Inspired by Thee, Brahma gave Rudra eleven different forms with eleven names and
gave as many wives and an equal number of places. Then he kindly requested him to
indulge in procreation.

Dasakam: 010 -- Shlokam: 06

Rudra created multitudes of Rudraganas of terrifying appearance and when they
began to spread all over the three worlds Brahma became thoroughly scared. Urged by
Thee, Brahma directed Rudra to stop creation and do penance instead for the welfare
of the world.

Dasakam: 010 -- Shlokam: 07

After Rudra went away to do penance, Brahma again started the work of creation and
from various parts of his body he created the ten great sages, viz. Mareechi, Atri,
Angiras, Krathu, Pulaha, Pulastya, Bhrigu, Vasishta, Daksha and Narada. Among them
Narada was an ardent devotee of Thy lotus feet.

Dasakam: 010 -- Shlokam: 08

Then Brahma created Dharma Deva and Kardama followed by Vani. Brahma was
smitten by love at the sight of Saraswathi (Vani), but his sons, Sanaka and Daksha,
urged by Thee, persuaded him to give up this lowly desire born of ignorance.

Dasakam: 010 -- Shlokam: 09

From his four faces Brahma produced the Vedas, the Puranas and all other sciences,
and gave them to his sons. Unable to make any further progress in the work of creation
he took refuge at Thy lotus feet.
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Dasakam: 010 -- Shlokam: 10

By contemplating on Thy lotus feet Brahma discovered the strategy for multiplying
creation. He split his body into two and adopted the male and female forms of Manu
and his wife, thus evolving the means of multiplying the human race. Oh Govinda ! Oh
Guruvayurappa ! Oh Thou who multiplies the human race ! Thus, please save me from
all my afflictions.

Dasakam: 011 -- Shlokam: 01
Oh Lord Guruvayurappa ! While creation was going on as ordained, the four divine
sages, Sanaka etc, came to Vaikunta to see Thee.

Dasakam: 011 -- Shlokam: 02

After traversing the six fortresses, the divine sages came to the gateway of Thy
incomparable abode, containing the enchanting garden of Naisreyasa, various tanks
and stately castles studded with gems.

Dasakam: 011 -- Shlokam: 03

Here the guards Jaya and Vijaya prevented them from entering Thy abode. Instantly,
the sages, who were very keen to see Thee, were enraged and all this Oh Lord,
happened in accordance with Thy wishes.

Dasakam: 011 -- Shlokam: 04

The sages, outraged by this despicable behaviour of the doorkeepers, marring the
glory of Vaikunta, cursed them to become demons or asuras. Having thus incurred the
wrath and curse of the sages, these two servants of Thine repented their action and
begged the sages to grant them the remembrance of Lord Hari even in their lowly
asura status.

Dasakam: 011 -- Shlokam: 05

Aware of all these happenings, Thou, Oh Lotus-eyed Lord, emerged with Goddess
Lakshmi, with Thy lovely arms resting on Garuda's (King of Birds) shoulders, delighting
the sages with Thy extremely beautiful appearance.
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Dasakam: 011 -- Shlokam: 06

The divine sages sang Thy praises and Thou delighted them with Thy charming
speech. Then with pity for Thy forlorn, helpless attendants, Thou promised them that
they could attain Thee in three births by nurturing extreme hatred and enmity towards
Thee.

Dasakam: 011 -- Shlokam: 07

Then these two dependents of Thine were born of Sage Kasyapa in Diti as twin demon
warriors. As they were conceived at dusk they were extremely evil-natured

and roamed the world like two Yamas or gods of destruction.

Dasakam: 011 -- Shlokam: 08
They were known as Hiranyakasipu and Hiranyaksha. Owing to their cruel, demonic
nature these two began to terrorise this entire world of Thine.

Dasakam: 011 -- Shlokam: 09

Among them Hiranyaksha, the king of the demons, searched frantically for an enemy
equal to him in valour to fight against, but could not find one such. So he abducted Thy
beloved, Goddess Earth and drowned her in water. He then wandered around, crowing
with pride, and flaunting his mace.

Dasakam: 011 -- Shlokam: 10

Coming to know from Varuna, the Lord of waters that Thou wert equal to him in valour
he went about looking for Thee. Oh Lord Guruvayurappa ! Treasurehouse of Mercy !
May Thou who art visible only to true devotees, remove my afflictions.

Dasakam: 012 -- Shlokam: 01

Swayambhuva Manu, who was busy with the creation of human beings, saw the earth
being drowned in water at an inappropriate time (other than the deluge). He went to
Satyaloka along with the sages and met Brahma who was serene and happy owing to
his devotion to Thee.
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Dasakam: 012 -- Shlokam: 02

Swayambhuva Manu told Brahma, the lotus-born, that while he was engaged in the
creation of human beings, the earth had, unfortunately been drowned in water; and
hence a place had to be arranged for those beings to live in. Thus entreated by Manu,
Brahma prayed to Thy feet, Oh Lotus-Eyed Lord, for guidance.

Dasakam: 012 -- Shlokam: 03

Brahma took refuge at Thy feet, lamenting that he had already drunk the waters of the
deluge and yet the earth was sinking. Feeling helpless, he knew not what to do. At that
moment, Thou, who art omnipresent, came out of Brahma's nostril as a tiny boar.

Dasakam: 012 -- Shlokam: 04

Thou, whose boar form was only the size of a thumb while emerging, grew rapidly to
the size of an elephant, spanning the skies. Seeing Thy phenomenal form, Brahma and
his sons were filled with amazement.

Dasakam: 012 -- Shlokam: 05

While Brahma was wondering who this tiny boar, which emerged from his nose and
had attained this unimaginably great form could be and whether it was the Maya of
Vishnu, The Unconquerable, Thou instantly grew to the size of a mountain and roared
repeatedly in a terrifying manner.

Dasakam: 012 -- Shlokam: 06

Hearing Thy thunderous roar, sages in Janaloka, Tapaloka and Satyaloka began to
sing Thy praises. Overjoyed by their salutations, Thou, dived into the ocean with this
mighty form, roaring again.

Dasakam: 012 -- Shlokam: 07

Thy erect smoke-coloured hair, twitching upward, Thy tail held aloft, Thy snout pointing
downward and Thy eyes rolling, Thou plunged into the ocean, rapidly penetrating the
clouds, delighting the sages who were singing Thy praises.
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Dasakam: 012 -- Shlokam: 08

Then, diving into the swirling waters, where hosts of crocodiles and whales whirled and
rolled around, agitated by the surging waves, Thou searched frantically for Goddess
Earth, terrifying the inhabitants of Rasathala, with Thy mighty roar.

Dasakam: 012 -- Shlokam: 09

Espying the Earth laid at the bottom of Rasathala by that cruel demon, Thou, Oh Lord,
who came in the guise of a boar, quickly and playfully lifted her by the end of Thy tusk,
unmindful of the demons who came rushing towards Thee.

Dasakam: 012 -- Shlokam: 10

Oh Lord ! May Thou who came in the guise of a playful boar, emerging from the
swirling waters of the ocean with that mighty form, carrying the Earth on the tip of Thy
tusk like a twig of grass, save me from my ills.

Dasakam: 013 -- Shlokam: 01

Oh Varada ! Hiranyaksha was roaming about in the knee-deep waters of the deluge
looking for Thee. At that time, Sage Narada, Thy ardent devotee, who was well versed
in diplomatic tactics to accomplish Thy aims, went to him and spoke to him, in cleverly
worded phrases, praising his prowess and belitting Thy strength.

Dasakam: 013 -- Shlokam: 02

Narada, who wished to provoke the demon against Thee, bemoaned the abduction of
the earth, which rightfully belonged to him (Hiranyaksha), by that trickster, Vishnu.
Incited thus, the demon, following Narada's instructions, found Thee just as Thou wert
emerging from the waters with the earth.

Dasakam: 013 -- Shlokam: 03

Ignoring for a while, that son of Diti, who was making fun of Thee, calling Thee a wild
animal and shouting other words of insult at Thee, Thou, perceiving the earth on the tip
of Thy tusk, trembling with fear, propped her up firmly on the water with Thy yogic
strength and then engaged in battle with him.
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Dasakam: 013 -- Shlokam: 04

Since the demon wielded a club in his hand, Thou too chose to fight with Thy lofty club
(Kaumodaki) as if it were child's play. Hearing the clashing sounds of the two clubs, the
gods in Heaven, asembled in the sky, keen to watch the battle. Then, Brahmadeva
requested Thee to kill the demon before dusk.

Dasakam: 013 -- Shlokam: 05

But to the astonishment of all those watching this wonderful duel, the demon's club
felled Thine own club to the ground. Yet, Thou, quite unperturbed, recalled to mind,
Thy Sudarsana Chakra, or disc, powerful enough to destroy the entire demon race,and
took it in hand, with a radiant smile on Thy face.

Dasakam: 013 -- Shlokam: 06

Then the demon, fuming like the God of destruction, attacked Thee with a trident which
Thou shattered with Thy disc. Overcome with rage, he rained blows on Thee with his
fist and resorted to illusionary tactics to ensnare Thee, which is really absurd, as Thou
art beyond all illusion (Maya).

Dasakam: 013 -- Shlokam: 07

Seeing that all his illusionary tactics had been destroyed by a minute spark of flame
from Thy disc, the demon, his mind blinded by rage, dealt several blows to Thee with
his fists. Then, Thou struck a mighty blow on the base of his ear with Thy toe.

Dasakam: 013 -- Shlokam: 08

The gigantic asura fell down, bleeding profusely from the face and mouth, on being
kicked by Thy foot and the sages were overjoyed by his fall. Then those great sages,
whose hearts were delighted, with deep, enhanced, fervour, extolled Thy virtues,
singing profoundly meaningful hymns about Thee, who art the embodiment of Sacrifice
(Yajna).

Dasakam: 013 -- Shlokam: 09
Oh Supreme Lord ! Grantor of boons ! Thou who art the personification of Yajna, wert
then described in the following manner by the sages. Thy skin are the Chandas (the
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Gayatri mantra and such like). Thy hair houses the sheaf of Darbha grass. Thy eye
holds the ghee. In Thy feet are the four priests conducting the sacrifice. Thy face holds
the sacrificial vessel (Sruk) for keeping the ghee. In Thy stomach is the vessel Ida for
storing the Puroda offering. Thy tongue is the vessel for extracting Soma juice and Thy
ear is the vessel for drinking Soma juice. The Soma juice is Thy semen and in Thy
neck are the three sacrificial rites called Upsat.

Dasakam: 013 -- Shlokam: 10

Oh Destroyer of the demon Madhu, Thus the great sages sang hymns of glory
delighting Thy mind. Oh Thou of this admirable Varaha incarnation, of immaculate
glory ! Having accomplished the task of destroying the demon Hiranyaksha, didst retire
to Thy abode, Vaikunta, with Thy heart filled by Thy own natural bliss. Oh Lord of
Guruvayur ! May Thou protect me from my ills.

Dasakam: 014 -- Shlokam: 01
Swayambhuva Manu, who came from the limb of lotus-born Brahma, lived happily,
constantly worshipping Thy two feet and singing Thy praises.

Dasakam: 014 -- Shlokam: 02

During that same time (Swayambhuva Manvantara), Prajapati (ruler) Kardama, who
took birth from the shadow of Brahma, and who in accordance with Brahma's wishes,
took pleasure in creation, served Thee, Oh Lord, for ten thousand years.

Dasakam: 014 -- Shlokam: 03

Oh Lord ! Thy divine form, seated on the bird Garuda, majestic in colour, like the dark
blue cloud, Thy lotus-like hand holding playfully the lotus flower and Thy face radiant
with a pleasing smile was revealed to Kardama by Thy divine grace.

Dasakam: 014 -- Shlokam: 04

When Kardama, enraptured by Thy revelation, was singing Thy praises, Thou granted
him the boon of marrying the daughter of Manu and thereby begetting nine daughters
and a son, Kapila, who would be a part of Thine ownself, and finally, salvation. Then
Thou vanished from his sight.
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Dasakam: 014 -- Shlokam: 05

Swayambhuva Manu under the guidance of Narada, who was prompted by Thee, went
with his consort, Satarupa and virtuous daughter, Devahoothi, to Kardama, who was
looking forward to their coming.

Dasakam: 014 -- Shlokam: 06

Kardama married Devahuti, the jewel among maidens, given by Manu. Although at
peace in his devotion to Thee, he lavished his love on her in return for her selfless and
steadfast service and affection.

Dasakam: 014 -- Shlokam: 07

In order to make his beloved Devahoothi happy, Kardama, by virtue of the yogic power,
acquired by him through his constant devotion to Thee, adopted a new elegant form,
and indulged in romantic pleasures,in the heavenly regions with Devahoothi,
accompanied by celestial maidens, in the vimana or aerial pleasure car created by
himself.

Dasakam: 014 -- Shlokam: 08

After spending a hundred years thus and begetting nine daughters, Kardama, though
ever ready to go to the forest to do penance,stayed at home to fulfil his beloved's
desire, eagerly looking forward to Thy birth as their son, Kapila.

Dasakam: 014 -- Shlokam: 09

Oh Lord ! Thou took the incarnation of Kapila in Devahoothi, who obeying her
husband's command, was intent only on service to Thee, simply to teach the human
race, the philosophy of the Supreme Soul and the means to acquire that wisdom.

Dasakam: 014 -- Shlokam: 10

Happy at having seen Thy Kapila incarnation, Kardama departed to the forest. Oh
Guruvayurappa ! May Thou who came in the form of Kapila to teach Thy mother the
essence of religion, save me from all my sorrows.
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Dasakam: 015 -- Shlokam: 01

Thou in Thy incarnation as Kapila, advised Devahoothi thus: The human mind gets
attracted to material objects in this world which leads to bondage, while the mind which
remains detached is free from worldly ties and hence conducive to adopting the path of
devotion. Bhakthi Yoga or the path of devotion leads to the liberation of the soul.
Hence we should follow in the footsteps of great souls and have only the goal of
devotion in our heart.

Dasakam: 015 -- Shlokam: 02

There are twenty-four basic principles governing human existence in this world. They
are Prakriti or matter, Mahat or intelligence, Ahamkara or egoism, the five subtle
bases, the five elements, the mind and the ten organs of sense and action. The twenty-
fifth which is Purusha or the Supreme Soul, transcends all others and the one who
understands this differntiation will be free from Maya. Thus Thou advised Devahoothi,
in Thy incarnation as Kapila.

Dasakam: 015 -- Shlokam: 03

This Purusha or soul is far above the numerous qualities relating to Prakriti or matter. If
the Purusha gets attached to Prakriti, her qualities influence him. By steadfast devotion
to Thee and constantly remembering these principles, that attachment to Prakriti will
automatically vanish. Thus Thou advised Devahuti in Thy incarnation as Kapila.

Dasakam: 015 -- Shlokam: 04

The devotee who has cleansed his mind of impurities and acquired control over his
senses by the rigorous practise of Yogasanas should constantly think of the Lord's
form as seated on the Garuda, adorned with divine ornaments and weapons,
resplendent like the Tamala flower. Thus Thou advised Devahoothi in Thy incarnation
as Kapila.

This compilation of gist of Narayaneeyam shlokams prepared by Lalitha and
Sanatkumar for private circulation only.



Page 29 of 202

Dasakam: 015 -- Shlokam: 05

Listening to the Lord's virtuous attributes and stories of His sportive phenomena,
chanting His names repeatedly and singing His glories will inspire intense devotion
which flows unhindered like the heavenly river Ganges. Such a great devotion is
powerful enough to conquer Death. Thus Thou advised Devahoothi in Thy incarnation
as Kapila.

Dasakam: 015 -- Shlokam: 06

The man who earns his livelihood by unfair means, inflicting hardship on others to
maintain his family, who is a slave to physical passion, who is engrossed in his
children's mischief and who is attached to his home without any devotion to the Lord
will truly and unfortunately go to hell. Thus Thou advised Devahoothi in Thy incarnation
as Kapila.

Dasakam: 015 -- Shlokam: 07

In the womb of the mother, a man goes through endless woes and although having
real wisdom, he has no means of overcoming his sorrows. When he comes out in the
world he forgets that knowledge, and is afflicted by several maladies in his childhood.
Again on attaining adolescence he becomes, unfortunately, a slave to carnal passion.
Thus Thou advised Devahoothi in Thy incarnation as Kapila.

Dasakam: 015 -- Shlokam: 08

That householder who leads a virtuous life propitiating the gods and his ancestors,
goes to the southern path and after the merits earned by him are exhausted, falls back
on the earth to begin a new cycle of life. But if our action and devotion are dedicated to
the Lord without any expectation of its fruit, we will go toward the northern path of
salvation. Thus Thou advised Devahoothi, in Thy incarnation as Kapila.

Dasakam: 015 -- Shlokam: 09

Oh Lord ! Blessing Devahoothi after imparting to her the knowledge regarding the
Supreme Being and Salvation, Thou departed accompanied by the host of sages. In
course of time, Devahoothi, adopting the path of devotion, with a mind cleansed of
impurities, attained salvation. Even now Thou in the form of Kapila, dost reside in the
north eastern quarter for the welfare of mankind.
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Dasakam: 015 -- Shlokam: 10

Oh Supreme Lord ! What more can be said in this regard ? Thou hast most
emphatically declared that devotion to Thy lotus feet alone can remove all our fears
and grant all our desires. May Thou, Oh Guruvayurappa cure all my afflictions and
kindle in my heart that devotion to Thee.

Dasakam: 016 -- Shlokam: 01

Brahma's son Daksha Prajapati, married Prasuti, daughter of Swayambhuva Manu and
fathered sixteen daughters by her. Of these he gave thirteen to God Dharma, Swadha
to the ancestors, Swaha to Agni, the Fire god and Sati to Siva, who was a part of Thine
own self, in marriage.

Dasakam: 016 -- Shlokam: 02

Dharma's wife Murthi gave birth to Thee, Narayana, along with Thy twin Nara, both of
great glory. The devas who were overjoyed at this incarnation of Thee, sounded
drums, showered flowers and sang Thy praises.

Dasakam: 016 -- Shlokam: 03

In order to destroy the demon Sahasrakavacha, who donned a thousand armours,
Thou in the twin form of Nara-Narayana, did penance and battle, alternately for a
thousand years, and as a result of that penance, all but one of his armours were
shattered. Thou broke the remaining one armour and thus effortlessly killed him.

Dasakam: 016 -- Shlokam: 04

Thou and Thy brother Nara, retired to the hermitage at Badarika, and spent Thy time
practising the path to salvation and teaching the same to others also. Then Indra,
unable to tolerate Thy peaceful existence and jealous of the strength of Thy penance,
sent Manmatha, the god of love, along with celestial maidens to disturb Thy peace and
penance.
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Dasakam: 016 -- Shlokam: 05

Cupid (Manmatha) along with his friends, the spring (Vasanta) season and the gentle
Malaya breeze, aimed his arrows consisting of the erotic glances and graceful dance
movements of the celestial maidens at Thee. On seeing Thee still unmoved by such
gestures, Cupid was alarmed. Thou spoke to him, then with a kind smile.

Dasakam: 016 -- Shlokam: 06

Reassuring Cupid, Vasanta and the celestial maidens to be calm, Thou revealed to
them Thy own retinue of beautiful maidens, standing around, singing Thy glory, who
were a creation of Thine own mind and they were wonder struck by that sight.

Dasakam: 016 -- Shlokam: 07

Cupid and his companions who had conspired together to allure Thee were in fact
captivated by the sweet aroma of Thy serving maids. Ashamed of themselves they
humbly accepted Urvasi, (who was so beautiful that the pride of the heavenly damsels
was subdued) presented by Thee to them.

Dasakam: 016 -- Shlokam: 08

Seeing Urvasi and perceiving Thy glory, Indra became disturbed in mind, reflecting on
Thy majesty. Oh, Grantor of Boons ! There is only one other incarnation of Thine which
surpasses this one in peace and beauty and that is Thy incarnation as Krishna.

Dasakam: 016 -- Shlokam: 09

Daksha who was overly indulged by Brahma, became blinded by arrogance due to the
predominance of Rajo Guna in his mind. He had no respect or devotion for Thee and
was unfortunately without any peace of mind. Due to this taint in his nature, he
developed a hatred for Lord Siva, who too is a form of Thee and projected his hatred
by insulting his own daughter, Sati, who was Siva's wife, in the sacrifice he performed.
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Dasakam: 016 -- Shlokam: 10

Siva, who was enraged by Daksha's insults, destroyed the sacrifice and cut off his
head. Then, when Siva was propitiated by the gods, Daksha regained his life due to
Siva's blessing. His sacrifice was then completed in the best manner possible by Thee
and he got back his peace of mind. Oh Gurvayurappa ! Thou who brings peace to the
devotee's heart, May Thou save me.

Dasakam: 017 -- Shlokam: 01

King Uttanapada, the son of Swayambhuva Manu, had two wives, by name Suruchi
and Suneethi. The king was very fond of Suruchi but ignored Suneethi altogether.
Having no other support, Suneethi took refuge in Thee alone.

Dasakam: 017 -- Shlokam: 02

Once when Uttama, son of Suruchi, was sitting on his father's lap, Dhruva, son of
Suneethi, wished to do the same but was stopped by Suruchi, who scolded him
harshly. Oh Guruvayurappa ! Those who have no devotion to Thee are indeed very
jealous at heart.

Dasakam: 017 -- Shlokam: 03

The father who was blinded by his infatuation for Suruchi, remained a silent witness to
the cruel treatment meted out by her to the boy. Deeply wounded at heart, Dhruva
went in search of his mother. She consoled the child, saying that taking refuge at Thy
feet alone would help one overcome the ill effects of one's previous actions.

Dasakam: 017 -- Shlokam: 04

Following his mother's advice, the child who was only five years old, yet full of self
respect set out of the city, determined to pray to Thee. Sage Narada, whom he met on
the way taught him the method of worshipping Thee by reciting Mantras. With that
knowledge, he proceeded to the forest, Madhuvana, to do penance.
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Dasakam: 017 -- Shlokam: 05

King Uttanapada, who was grieving at heart, after Dhruva's departure to the forest, was
consoled by Narada, who came to the palace. Meanwhile, the boy, with his mind fully
dedicated to Thee spent five months in rigorous penance, intensifying it, step by step.

Dasakam: 017 -- Shlokam: 06

Owing to the intensity of Dhruva's penance, living creatures in all the directions began
to feel suffocated. The gods prayed to Thee to save them. So, with Thy heart
overflowing with mercy, Thou appeared, seated on Garuda, before Dhruva, whose
heart was fully immersed in Thy divine ecstatic form.

Dasakam: 017 -- Shlokam: 07

Thy divine appearance filled Dhruva's heart with waves of ecstasy. Deeply submerged
in the nectar of Thy form, he was kindled with the desire to praise Thee. Knowing his
desire, Thou gently caressed his cheek, with Thy conch (the source of Sabda Brahma).

Dasakam: 017 -- Shlokam: 08

Then Dhruva, with his mind, purified and enlightened by Thy divine touch, sang Thy
praises to his heart's content. Thou blessed him to rule over the kingdom happily for a
long time. Thou then granted him the boon of attaining the highest abode, the
Dhruvapadam, from which there would be no return to the nether regions.

Dasakam: 017 -- Shlokam: 09

After Thou had departed blessing Dhruva thus, the prince returned to the city, to the joy
of all. All his wishes were fulfilled with Thy grace. After his father retired to the forest to
do penance, he ruled the kingdom happily for a long time.

Dasakam: 017 -- Shlokam: 10

Oh Guruvayurappa ! Once when Dhruva's brother, Uttama, was killed by a Yaksha, he
was determined to wage war against the Yakshas, but in compliance with the request
of Swayambhuva Manu, Dhruva withdrew from the war. Kubera, the king of the
Yakshas, being pleased with Dhruva's forbearance, granted him a boon, but the large-
hearted Dhruva, asked only for the boon of firm devotion to Thee.
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Dasakam: 017 -- Shlokam: 11

When Dhruva's life came to an end, he went with his mother in the aerial car brought
by Thy servants, to the Dhruva region high up in the heavens, where to this day he
resides happily as a guiding star. Oh Guruvayurappa ! May Thou who art an ardent
protector of Thy devotees, remove my afflictions.

Dasakam: 018 -- Shlokam: 01

The famous king, Anga, who was born in the same dynasty as Dhruva, had a son
named Vena, who was very wicked. Anga, who was heart broken by his son's evil
ways, went to the forest, with his mind dedicated to Thy feet alone.

Dasakam: 018 -- Shlokam: 02

In spite of his wickedness and cruelty, he was crowned king by the subjects of his
kingdom to rule over the land. Owing to his arrogance and pride, he indulged in self
praise and banned all sacrificial rites to Thee and all kinds of worship of Thee in his
kingdom.

Dasakam: 018 -- Shlokam: 03

In order to bring him back to the path of righteousness, several sages came to advise
him for his own good, but he spurned their advice, boasting that he alone was the
supreme lord on earth, and blaspheming Thee using vile words. The lordly sages,
enraged by his behaviour, cursed him and reduced him to ashes, like a moth burnt in
fire.

Dasakam: 018 -- Shlokam: 04

After his death, the great sages were afraid that tyranny and evil would increase if the
kingdom remained without a ruler. Vena's mother had long preserved his dead body.
So the lordly sages churned his thighs, which were like strong poles and removed all
his sins. Then, when they churned his ramrod like arm, Thou manifested Thyself.

Dasakam: 018 -- Shlokam: 05
Thou took the form of Prithu, the great emperor. Prompted by the sages, soothsayers,
bards and others sang hymns of glory about the various brave and gallant exploits
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Thou wert to perform in the future. Due to Vena's evil deeds, the Earth had swallowed
all her wealth and would not bring it forth. Attacking her with Thy bow, Thou levelled all
the ups and downs and made the Earth yield all the hidden wealth.

Dasakam: 018 -- Shlokam: 06

Transforming the Earth into the celestial cow, Kamadhenu, Thou made the gods and
others milk it, using the heads of their dynasties as calves, (and obtain) whatever they
wished for, such as food and other desired objects, in befitting, beautiful vessels, as
much as they wanted.

Dasakam: 018 -- Shlokam: 07

Oh Lord of three abodes ! Thou, in the form of Prithu, performed several sacrifices to

Vishnu, which is Thine own self. When the hundredth horse sacrifice began, Indra, out
of jealousy, came to Thee, disguised as a lowly barbarian, and abducted the horse. In
the battle which followed, he was defeated by Thy son.

Dasakam: 018 -- Shlokam: 08

But Indra came back persistently and abducted the horse, time and again. Finally the
great sages decided to make Devendra, himself the sacrificial offering, but God
Brahma stopped them from doing so. When the sacrifice was over, Thou saw Thine
own self manifested in the all-pervading Vishnu form.

Dasakam: 018 -- Shlokam: 09

In Thy form as Prithu, Thou received the boon of single-minded devotion from Vishnu.
Later, while residing on the banks of the river Ganges, (as Prithu), when Thou wert
engaged in counselling the sages assembled there for a sacrificial session, about
Dharma, Thou saw in person the great sage, Sanaka and others.

Dasakam: 018 -- Shlokam: 10

Following the advice on spiritual wisdom given by Sanaka and the rest, Thou, as
Prithu, went to the forest to do penance and attained self-salvation, merging in Thine
own self. Oh Guruvayurappa ! May Thou who came in the form of Prithu, remove all
my afflictions.
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Dasakam: 019 -- Shlokam: 01

The great-grandson of Prithu, Pracheenabarhis, by name, who was noble and virtuous
and ever intent on the path of righteousness and duty, begot by his young wife,
Satadruti, a set of ten good sons (collectively called Prachetas), who looked as if they
were young sprigs of Thy mercy.

Dasakam: 019 -- Shlokam: 02

In accordance with the wish of their father, who was engaged in the task of creation,
the ten sons, eager to do penance to Thee, came to the shore of the western ocean,
where they found a beautiful lake.

Dasakam: 019 -- Shlokam: 03

At that time, Thy most ardent devotee, Siva, also known as Srirudra, who is ever eager
to see Thy devotees, arrived at this sanctified water spot. Siva appeared before
Prachetas and taught them the Rudrageetha, a set of hymns praising Thy glory.

Dasakam: 019 -- Shlokam: 04

Standing in the water, these devotees chanted those hymns of Thy glory, worshipping
Thee for ten thousand years. As they were drowned in the nectar of Thy supreme bliss,
they took a very long time to see Thee in person, unlike Dhruva, (who was blessed with
Thy revelation after five months of penance).

Dasakam: 019 -- Shlokam: 05

Due to the ever-increasing power of their penance, even their wicked ancestor, Vena,
who obstructed all sacrifices to Thee, was cleansed of his sins. Their father,
Pracheenabarhis, who attained the knowledge of self-revelation from sage Narada,
who visited his abode, also merged in Thee.
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Dasakam: 019 -- Shlokam: 06

Owing to Thy boundless mercy, Thou appeared before Prachetas, seated aloft the
Garuda Vahana, of glowing lustre, Thy eight arms radiant with the glittering light of
those divine weapons, the conch etc. adorning them.

Dasakam: 019 -- Shlokam: 07

Although Prachetas did not beg Thee for any favours, Thou granted them boons, due
to Thy intense compassion, of Thine own will. Thy meditation alone is enough to give
all good things to living creatures, and the chanting of Rudrageetha will grant all their
rightful wishes.

Dasakam: 019 -- Shlokam: 08

Thou blessed Prachetas with the boon of marrying Marisha, the daughter of trees, and
enjoying life with her for a period of ten lakh years and begetting a son, named
Daksha. Then they would attain Thee. Thus, Thou blessed them, joyfully.

Dasakam: 019 -- Shlokam: 09

Seeing the dense growth of trees covering the earth, Prachetas started burning those
trees in anger but God Brahma stopped them. They married the daughter given by the
trees and spent their specified lifetime with her in happiness as foretold by Thee.

Dasakam: 019 -- Shlokam: 10

After begetting Daksha as their son, Prachetas observed numerous sacrifices to Thee.
With the spiritual knowledge taught by sage Narada, they attained salvation in the
abode of Supreme Bliss. Oh Guruvayurappa ! The Supreme Lord ! May Thou protect
me.

Dasakam: 020 -- Shlokam: 01

Priyavrata's beloved son, Aagnidhara, had a son called Nabhi, of great fame, who
performed many sacrifices to please Thee. During one such sacrifice, he saw Thee,
the grantor of the heart's desires.
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Dasakam: 020 -- Shlokam: 02

In that sacrifice, the great sages praised Thee and beseeched Thee, who art the
embodiment of the universe, to bless the king with a son equal to Thee in every
respect. As there is none such, Thou promised to be born as Nabhi's son and vanished
into the sacrificial fire.

Dasakam: 020 -- Shlokam: 03

In keeping with Thy word, Thou took birth as Nabhi's son, Rishabha, in Nabhi's beloved
wife, Merudevi, bringing great joy to the people of the land, due to Thy extraordinary
qualities and might.

Dasakam: 020 -- Shlokam: 04

Oh Thou, who art the Lord of the three worlds, was entrusted with the responsibility of
ruling the kingdom by Nabhi, who went to the forest along with Merudevi, to do
penance. Worshipping Thee devoutly, he attained Thy abode Vaikunta, the state of
complete bliss.

Dasakam: 020 -- Shlokam: 05

Indra, who was jealous of Thy glory and the growing prosperity of the land ruled by
Thee, stopped the rains in this land of Ajanabha. So by the strength of Thy own yoga
Thou brought rainfall in plenty here.

Dasakam: 020 -- Shlokam: 06

Although of complete inner satisfaction and bliss, Thou, married the beautiful damsel,
Jayanthi, presented by Indra to Thee after Thou had defeated his attempt to bring
drought to Thy country. Thou begot by her a hundred sons of whom the eldest,
Bharata, became king.

Dasakam: 020 -- Shlokam: 07

Among the rest, nine became famous sages. Another nine ruled over the nine
provinces of Bharatavarsha. The remaining eightyone sons of Thee attained the status
of Brahmins due to the strength of their penance.
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Dasakam: 020 -- Shlokam: 08

In the midst of the lordly sages, Thou preached to Thy sons the path to salvation,
explaining that detachment from worldly objects combined with devotion to God would
lead to the liberation of the soul. Then Thou embarked on the Paramahamsa (an
elevated status of sainthood) path, in which Thou adopted the lifestyle of an
emotionless mad man or one obsessed by a spirit.

Dasakam: 020 -- Shlokam: 09

Although Thou art the Supreme Soul, Thou roamed the entire world, in the guise of a
mad man, preaching spiritual values to the people, some of whom spurned Thy advice.
In spite of being ridiculed, Thou traversed the whole earth, unmoved by their taunts,
immersed in the ecstasy of contemplation of the Supreme Soul.

Dasakam: 020 -- Shlokam: 10

Betaking for a long time to the lifestyle of a python (which eats what comes its way) or
that of a cow, deer or crow, Thou attained Thy Supreme Form, having Thy body burnt
in a forest fire in the Kutaka or Coorg mountains. Oh Guruvayurappa! May Thou
remove all my woes.

Dasakam: 021 -- Shlokam: 01

Oh Lord !'There is a place called llavrita, in the centre of the earth, which is inhabited
only by members of the fair sex, amongst whom, Gauri, (Parvati) is the most notable
one. Lord Siva, the only exception here, is worshipping Thee, with sacred mantras and
hymns of praise. | take refuge in Thee, who art the Supreme Lord of all.

Dasakam: 021 -- Shlokam: 02

Oh Lord ! To the east of llavrita, is the region of Bhadraswa, where the sages called
Bhadrasravas, are praising Thee, in the form of Hayagreeva, who was competent to
retrieve the vedas, from concealment, at the end of the Kalpa, during the deluge. |
meditate on that Hayagreeva form of Thee, the embodiment of knowledge.

Dasakam: 021 -- Shlokam: 03
Oh Lord ! To the south of llavrita is the region of Harivarsha, where noble devotees,
amongst whom is Prahlada, Thy most exalted devotee, are serving Thee, in the form of
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Narahari, which is sublime, peaceful and white, bestowing that pure, matchless,
supreme knowledge on devotees. | meditate, Oh Lord, on this Narahari form of Thine.

Dasakam: 021 -- Shlokam: 04

Oh Lord ! To the west of llavrita, is the beautiful region of Ketumala, where Thy body
radiates loveliness with Thy divine sports and bewitching smile, where Goddess
Lakshmi and the sons of Prajapati are serving Thee, and where Thou hast taken the
form of the god of love, (Kama), to please Thy beloved, Lakshmi. | worship Thee, Oh
Lord, in this form of Kamadeva.

Dasakam: 021 -- Shlokam: 05

Oh Lord of the earth ! To the north of Ilavrita, is the wellknown region of Ramyaka,
where the lord of that place, the noble Vaivaswata Manu, worships Thee, where Thou,
in the form of a fish, shines graciously in the hearts of pure devotees, who are free
from jealousy. | meditate on Thee, Oh Lord who art ever loving and affectionate to Thy
devotees.

Dasakam: 021 -- Shlokam: 06

Oh Lord of Knowledge Supreme ! Thou ruleth over the northern region called
Hiranmaya, in the form of the Tortoise, that was capable of lifting the Mandhara
mountain, and art worshipped here by Aryama, the foremost among the ancestors. |
worship Thee, Oh Lord, who incarnated in this Tortoise form.

Dasakam: 021 -- Shlokam: 07

Oh Yajnavarahamurthi ! Thou who took the form of the divine boar and art the
embodiment of sacrifice, Thou who art praised by the wise and learned, Thou who art
worshipped in the Uttara (northern) Kuru province by Thy beloved, the Goddess Earth
with sacred salutations (mahamantras) and hymns of praise, Oh Thou of such a
gigantic form that Thy tusk is long enough to touch the bottom of the clouds, | bow
down to this divine Varaha form of Thine and beg Thee to save me.

Dasakam: 021 -- Shlokam: 08
Oh Vishnu ! In the region of Kimpurusha, situated in the south, Thou hast taken the
most magnificent and beautiful form of Rama, so charming to Sita, and art being
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worshipped by Hanuman with singleminded devotion here. May Thou in the form of
that wonderful Rama, protect me.

Dasakam: 021 -- Shlokam: 09

Oh Thou of Absolute Form !'Thou who art praised and worshipped by sage Narada and
all other prominent devotees of the Bharatakhanda region with hymns of glory in the
Sankhya and yoga methods, Thou who art the protector of the good and virtuous till the
deluge, and Thou who incarnated as Narayana with Thy companion Nara, May Thou,
Oh Lord save me.

Dasakam: 021 -- Shlokam: 10

People worship Thee in the form of the sun in the Plaksha region, In the form of the
moon in Salmala, as fire in Kusa, in the form of water in Krouncha, as air in Saka and
as Brahma in the region called Pushkara.

Dasakam: 021 -- Shlokam: 11

Oh Lord who reclines on the ocean bed ! Thou art meditated upon by the great during
the three twilight periods of dawn, noon and dusk, in the form of Simsumara, the
enormous fish, with the hosts of stars like Dhruva and others and all the planets
located in the tail portion and other such limbs. Oh Thou of this huge fish form save me
from hell.

Dasakam: 021 -- Shlokam: 12

Oh Guruvayurappa! | pray to Thee in the form of the serpent Sesha, in the heart of the
nether world, with his thousand heads radiant with the brilliant single earring, dressed
in the blue garment, holding the weapon hala, (the plough) and surrounded by serpent
maidens. May Thou of Adisesha form remove all my sorrows.

Dasakam: 022 -- Shlokam: 01

Long ago, there lived a Brahmin by name Ajamila, who followed the path of virtue,
leading the life of a householder. He went to the forest at the command of his father.
There he met a woman of immodest appearance and undesirable character, in a
drunken state.
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Dasakam: 022 -- Shlokam: 02

Though of a composed, disciplined mind by nature, he was attracted to her and
forsaking his dutiful way of life, he became a slave to passion and spent his life in her
company. Leading a sinful life, he grew old and became very much attached to his son,
to whom he had given Thy name, Narayana.

Dasakam: 022 -- Shlokam: 03

When he was in his death bed, he was terrified by the sight of three attendants of the
god of death in front of him. Owing to a small spark of Thy memory lingering in his
mind from his younger days, he called out in fear, Thy name, Narayana, thinking of his
son.

Dasakam: 022 -- Shlokam: 04

Despite his sinfulness, the moment he uttered the word, Narayana, owing to the power
of the letters of Thy divine name, there appeared at his bedside, Thy own charming
attendants, four-armed and wearing yellow garments.

Dasakam: 022 -- Shlokam: 05

Thy attendants forcibly stopped Yama's messengers, who after tying him with ropes
were dragging him along. Thus prevented by Thy attendants, Yama's servants
apprised them of all his sins.

Dasakam: 022 -- Shlokam: 06

Oh Lord ! Thy attendants admonished Yama's soldiers for meting out punishment to a
person who had atoned for his sins and scolded them for their ignorance in spite of
being learned.
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Dasakam: 022 -- Shlokam: 07

The scriptures (vedas and shastras) describe many vows and disciplinary measures
which help one to get rid of one's sins, but they do not rid us of our innate wickedness.
But devotion to the Lord destroys both the sin and the natural inclination to sin. Thus,
Oh Lord, Thy attendants advised Yama's men.

Dasakam: 022 -- Shlokam: 08

Thy attendants told the messengers of Yama that even though Ajamila called out the
name of Hari in fear, the very fact that he uttered the name of the Lord was atonement
enough for the sins committed by him even in a thousand crore years.

Dasakam: 022 -- Shlokam: 09

The magnificence of the divine name Hari is so (mighty) glorious, that even mere
recitation and repetition of the name of Lord Mukunda, even if done mechanically
without conscious effort, destroys all the sins committed by men, just as fire burns the
sticks of firewood or medicine removes diseases. Thus, Oh Lord, Thy attendants
spoke.

Dasakam: 022 -- Shlokam: 10

The soldiers of Yama, thus advised, withdrew and Thy attendants also went away.
Ajamila after spending some time meditating on Thee, was taken to Thy abode by Thy
attendants at the appropriate hour.

Dasakam: 022 -- Shlokam: 11

The servants of Yama apprised him of the developments on earth in Ajamila's affair
and Yama, Godfearing and righteous as he was, strictly forbade them to approach any
devotee of Thy feet. Oh Guruvayurappa of such immense glory ! May Thou protect me.
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Dasakam: 023 -- Shlokam: 01

Oh Lord ! Apart from the famous Daksha,,son of Prachetas,there was yet another
Daksha, who propitiated Thee to fulfil his desire of multiplying creation. Thou appeared
before him in Thy divine form, radiant with Thy eight arms and granted him his wish
along with Asikni as his bride.

Dasakam: 023 -- Shlokam: 02

Oh Lord ! Ten thousand sons were born to him first and then yet another thousand
were born, but all of them adopted the path to salvation instead of creation, owing to
the advice of the great Narada. Being enraged at this, Daksha cursed Narada to
become a wandering minstrel, without any permanent abode; but Sage Narada, Thy
most exalted devotee welcomed this curse as a blessing.

Dasakam: 023 -- Shlokam: 03

Then Daksha, begetting sixty daughters, proceeded to multiply mankind through them,
creating the various groups of dynasties. His grandson, Twashta, had a son called
Viswarupa, who composed the Narayana Kavacha, a hymn of praise to Thee. Using
this hymn as an armour to protect Indra in his battle with the asuras, he made Indra win
the war. Oh Lord ! Thy glory is indeed all conquering.

Dasakam: 023 -- Shlokam: 04

Long ago, Chitraketu, the ruler of the country of Surasena, who wished for a son was
blessed with a son in his eldest wife, through the yogic power of Sage Angiras. But the
other jealous wives of the king, killed the child. The king was grief stricken and lost
control over himself due to Thy Maya, causing him great agony.

Dasakam: 023 -- Shlokam: 05

Sage Narada, who was filled with pity for the king, came along with Sage Angiras and
showed him his dead son's soul. When that soul showed no recognition of the king as
his father, Chitraketu was awakened from the Maya of grief into which he had fallen
and as advised by Narada turned his mind toward Thy worship.

Dasakam: 023 -- Shlokam: 06
Then being initiated into Thy worship, by sage Narada, who taught him the appropriate
hymn of praise and mantras to propitiate Thee, he performed penance to Thy Adisesha
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form, to please Thee. Within seven nights he attained the Lordship of Vidyadharas; yet
he continued to worship Thee as ardently as ever for Thy grace and pleasure.

Dasakam: 023 -- Shlokam: 07

Pleased by his devotional rendering of Thy hymns of praise, Thou soon appeared
before him, in the form of Adisesha, with a thousand hoods as white as lotus stalks and
encircled by numerous Siddhaganas singing Thy glory. After educating him on the
philosophy of self-knowledge, and blessing him, Thou disappeared.

Dasakam: 023 -- Shlokam: 08

Then Chitraketu, the crest jewel among Thy devotees, immersed in divine bliss,
compiling all Thy hymns of praise, extolling Thy virtues, had them sung melodiously by
beautiful maidens and roamed at will in all the worlds, for lakhs and lakhs of years, with
a contented and happy mind, yet without any craving for worldly pleasures.

Dasakam: 023 -- Shlokam: 09

To help Chitraketu get rid of any remnants of attachment to worldly desires, Thou
conspired to send him to Kailasa, the abode of Siva, (enemy of Cupid). Here Chitraketu
laughed at Siva for seating his beloved (Uma), unashamedly on his lap, amidst that
august gathering of the great, and was cursed by Uma for his derision.

Dasakam: 023 -- Shlokam: 10

Unfazed by this curse, Chitraketu did not beg to be saved from it. He took birth as the
demon Vritra and encountered Indra in the battlefield. Here he dispelled even his
enemy's ignorance, by his discourse on devotion and philosophy of self-knowledge and
then attained Thy feet, which is truly amazing.

Dasakam: 023 -- Shlokam: 11

Diti, mother of the demon clan, prayed to Thee for a son to destroy Indra, But contrary

to her wishes, she gave birth to the Maruts, who were Indra's wellwishers. Thy worship
showers blessings even on the wicked hearted. Oh Guruvayurappa ! May Thou of such
immense glory, save me.
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Dasakam: 024 -- Shlokam: 01

Oh Lord ! Enemy of Madhu ! When Hiranyaksha was killed by Thee in Thy incarnation
as an enormous boar, his brother, Hiranyakasipu, filled with grief and rage, and
although inwardly afraid of Thee, took a pledge in the assembly of demons to kill Thee.

Dasakam: 024 -- Shlokam: 02

He undertook a severe penance to Brahmadeva, and soon Brahma appeared in front
of him and granted him the boon of not being killed by gods, men, animals etc. Having
obtained such a boon, he became very arrogant and with total disregard for Thee,
tormented this world of which Thou art the Lord, and took the heaven by force from
Indra.

Dasakam: 024 -- Shlokam: 03

He then came in search of Thee, to Thy abode Vaikunta to kill Thee, but Thou
assuming a subtle form, invisible to his naked eye, entered his heart and lay hidden
there. Looking all round Vaikunta and the whole world, and not finding Thee, he came
back to his own abode confident that he had conquered Thee and crowing aloud
arrogantly that Thou had run away in fear.

Dasakam: 024 -- Shlokam: 04

Oh Varada, Grantor of boons !To Hiranyakasipu was born a son named Prahlada, who
while still in his mother's womb, had come to know about the power of Thy devaotion,
from sage Narada. In spite of being born in the demon race, and although only an
infant, he developed extreme love for Thee and became a prime example to all Thy
devotees.

Dasakam: 024 -- Shlokam: 05

The evilhearted Hiranyakasipu, enraged at his son's slavish devotion to Thy feet, which
is scorned by the demons, engaged teachers for a long time, to brainwash him of his
beliefs, but Prahlada brushed aside all the teachings of these tutors, as evil, and grew
up with staunch devotion to Thy feet.
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Dasakam: 024 -- Shlokam: 06

Once when the son was asked to tell which was the best lesson he had learnt, he
replied promptly that devotion to the Lord was the greatest of all. Disconcerted by this
answer, the father became angry with the teachers; coming to know from them that this
was his natural inclination, he contrived to kill Prahlada, who had taken refuge at Thy
feet, by various devices.

Dasakam: 024 -- Shlokam: 07

Oh Lord Supreme ! Prahlada was pierced by sharp weapons; he was trampled upon by
hosts of elephants of the quarters, many a time; he was bitten by huge poisonous
shakes; he was starved at times and given poison to eat; he was even pushed down
from the highest mountaintops. But as he had placed his full faith in Thee, who art
omnipresent, he came to no harm at all.

Dasakam: 024 -- Shlokam: 08

Alarmed at seeing Prahlada's indestructible state, his evilminded father, following his
tutor's advice, had Prahlada tied up with the ropes of Varuna, and kept a prisoner in his
preceptor's house. Here in the absence of his teachers, Prahlada taught his
classmates, the sons of demons, the basic lessons of devotion to Thee and that divine
philosophy of Supreme Knowledge.

Dasakam: 024 -- Shlokam: 09

Coming to know that all the demon children had been induced by Prahlada into
praising Thee, Hiranyakasipu blinded by rage, called him the bane of the demon race
and asked him who his supporter was. To this the courageous boy replied that Vishnu,
the lord of Vaikunta, was his support and that he was the support of even his father
and the whole world; in fact Vishnu, himself was the three worlds.

Dasakam: 024 -- Shlokam: 10

Then, Diti's son, Hiranyakasipu, overcome by rage, shouting repeatedly, where was
that Hari, who was said to be the soul of the whole Universe, swung his sword and
struck the pillar in front of him, breaking it in two. Oh Thou Soul of Mercy ! Oh Thou
Soul of the Whole World ! Oh Thou Omnipresent enshrined in Guruvayur ! | am unable
to continue with this narration. Please bear with me and give me solace.
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Dasakam: 025 -- Shlokam: 01

When Hiranyakasipu struck the pillar with his sword, so forcefully, there arose a
deafening roar, shattering his ears and seeming to stir up the inner contents of the
bowl of the earth, striking terror all round. Never having heard such a terrible sound
before, the demon king's heart was shaken by an unknown feeling of dread. Even
Brahma was jolted from his seat by that sound.

Dasakam: 025 -- Shlokam: 02

Oh Lord ! As the demon, full of rage, was rolling his eyes in all directions, there
emerged from the pillar Thy form, which was neither beast, nor man. While the demon,
his mind, filled with bewilderment at this strange vision, was wondering who this
dreadful creature could be, Thou grew to immense proportions, roaring terribly, and
radiant with Thy thick, white, fierce mane.

Dasakam: 025 -- Shlokam: 03

May this divine form of Thine flourish and conquer. Thy eyes shining like molten gold,
rolling fiercely; Thy copious, flying mane seeming to obscure the entire sky; Thy mouth
wide open like a huge cave, with its long projecting tongue, flitting like a sword; the two
incisor teeth on either side of the tongue, looking fierce and terrible. Oh Lord ! This
form of Thine is the wonder of wonders.

Dasakam: 025 -- Shlokam: 04

Oh Lord ! | prostrate before that Narasimha form of Thine which is a fusion of man and
lion; the fierce looking jaw, criss crossed by swollen nerve ends, seeming to tear the
cheeks apart, the short, stout neck, the hundreds of strong hands with pointed claws,
emitting fiery rays, the terrible roar like that of thunder clouds, driving away the
enemies; | bow down to all these divine features of Thy Narasimha form.

Dasakam: 025 -- Shlokam: 05

Realising without doubt that Thou wert Vishnu himself, the demon leapt toward Thee,
brandishing his club, but Thou caught him in Thy powerful arms. Thereupon, he slipped
out of Thy hold, and grabbing his sword and shield, and exhibiting his amazing
prowess in battle tactics, he lunged at Thee, who art capable of swallowing the entire
world like nectar.
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Dasakam: 025 -- Shlokam: 06

Then, again, quickly grabbing that lowly demon, who was spinning round and round,
attacking Thee, in Thy two arms, Thou laid him across Thy two thighs, seated as Thou
wert on the threshold, and tearing his breast apart with Thy claws, Thou drank his
blood, gushing out profusely, with great vigour and satisfaction, roaring as if it were the
end of the Universe.

Dasakam: 025 -- Shlokam: 07

Then, throwing away the demon's dead body, Thou, with Thy form drenched in his
blood, fell upon the entire demon clan and swallowed them. Then total chaos prevailed
over the Universe, affecting both movable and immovable objects; the earth revolved;
the oceans rolled; the mountains shook and the stars began to fall from their respective
positions.

Dasakam: 025 -- Shlokam: 08

Thy body looking gruesome with its gory coating of flesh and fat, and wearing the
bloodsoaked entrails of the demon, like a garland, Thou wert seated in the midst of the
assembly hall, roaring loudly with uncontrollable rage. At that time, none had the
courage to come near Thee, in the entire world. All gods, including Siva, Brahma and
Indra, stood afar, out of fear, praising Thee, individually.

Dasakam: 025 -- Shlokam: 09

As Thy anger remained unabated, the child, Prahlada, at the instance of Brahma,
prostrated at Thy feet, without fear. Thou, with Thy heart filled with compassion,
calmed down and placing Thy hand on his head, blessed him. To him who was singing
Thy hymns of praise, without any desire for favours, Thou granted the boon of
steadfast devotion, and Thy blessing to the world.

Dasakam: 025 -- Shlokam: 10

Oh Lord Omnipresent ! Thou who played this dreadful drama, Thou whose glory is
sung lucidly in the Tapaneeya Upanishad, Thou of extremely pure form, Who can
surpass Thee, who art matchless and the most exalted among all. Oh Guruvayurappa
I, Beloved of Prahlada ! May Thou protect me from all maladies.
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Dasakam: 026 -- Shlokam: 00

At that time, a gandharva, named Huhu, having become a crocodile, due to the curse
of Sage Devala, was present there. This crocodile caught hold of the elephant's foot.
Oh Lord, in order to give ultimate peace to Thy devotees, Thou tests them by putting
them through trial and tribulation.

Dasakam: 026 -- Shlokam: 01

Indradyumna, the king of the land of Pandya, was a staunch devotee of Thee. Once,
when he was engaged deeply in worshipping Thee, in the Malaya mountain, Sage
Agastya, came there, expecting to be welcomed as an honoured guest by the king; but
the king, his mind fully immersed in Thee, did not notice the sage at all.

Dasakam: 026 -- Shlokam: 02

Sage Agastya, overcome by rage, cursed him to become an elephant of inferior
intellect, for his arrogance, and went away. The king became the lord of elephants, but
was graced with Thy remembrance as he had been thinking of Thee, when he was
cursed thus.

Dasakam: 026 -- Shlokam: 03

This king of elephants was engaged in romantic sports with the female elephants in the
Trikuta mountain, situated in the middle of the ocean of milk, and was superior in
strength to all other animals. Oh Lord, Thy devotees attain glory, wherever they go.

Dasakam: 026 -- Shlokam: 04

Owing to the divinity of the place and his own natural strength, this elephant lord knew
no hardship here. Yet, once, by Thy impulsion, being scorched by the heat of summer,
he was playing with the other elephants, beside a lake on the mountain slope.
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Dasakam: 026 -- Shlokam: 05

At that time, a gandharva, named Huhu, having become a crocodile, due to the curse
of Sage Devala, was present there. This crocodile caught hold of the elephant's foot.
Oh Lord, in order to give ultimate peace to Thy devotees, Thou tests them by putting
them through trial and tribulation.

Dasakam: 026 -- Shlokam: 06

Gajendra, (in his previous birth), due to the glory of Thy worship, had been
continuously engaged in conflict, for a thousand years. Now, when the time had come
for him, to attain liberation at Thy feet, Thou caused him to be afflicted by the
crocodile.

Dasakam: 026 -- Shlokam: 07

Oh Supreme Soul ! In his time of distress, Gajendra, remembered his devotion and
knowledge of the previous birth; he began to worship Thee, offering lotuses with his
trunk held aloft, and chanting the best of hymns, learnt by him in the past birth,
extolling Thy Unqualified Supreme form.

Dasakam: 026 -- Shlokam: 08

On hearing the entire hymn, describing the Unqualified nature of the Universal Being,
Gods Brahma, Siva and others, knowing that it did not refer to them, did not come
there. But Thou, who art all knowing, manifested before him, seated on Garuda,
impelled by Thy flow of mercy.

Dasakam: 026 -- Shlokam: 09

Then holding Gajendra in Thy lotuslike hand, Thou tore apart the ferocious crocodile,
with Thy disc. The Gandharva, was then liberated from his curse and the elephant
attained oneness with Thee, transcending all.
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Dasakam: 026 -- Shlokam: 10

Oh All pervading Lord, According to Thee, whoever sings this episode of Gajendra
Moksham, at dawn and chants the name of Gajendra and Thee, will attain all wealth
and prosperity. Having said this, Thou departed for Vaikunta, along with him. Oh
Guruvayurappa! May Thou protect me.

Dasakam: 027 -- Shlokam: 01

Sage Durvasa, once gifted to Indra, the divine garland, presented to him by celestial
maidens. That garland was trampled upon and crushed by Iravata, lord of elephants,
belonging to Indra. Seeing this, the sage cursed him out of anger. Since Durvasa was
not born of Thee, (but of Rudra), tolerance was not one of his qualities.

Dasakam: 027 -- Shlokam: 02

Due to that curse, Indra, hitherto known as Nirjara, or The Unaging One, was afflicted
by old age; the gods were defeated by the demons and lost all their glory and strength.
Oh Thou Source of Deliverance ! All the gods including Siva went to Brahma, and
along with him came to Thee for help.

Dasakam: 027 -- Shlokam: 03

Oh Varada ! Grantor of Boons ! Thou whose glory was long sung by Brahma and
others, appeared before them, radiating supreme light and ordered them to enter into a
pact with the demon race and churn the ocean for nectar.

Dasakam: 027 -- Shlokam: 04

The gods, entering into a peace pact with the demons, proudly brought the Mandara
mountain to be used as a churning stick, but it fell down half way. Then, Thou seated
aloft Garuda, the king of birds, lifted it effortlessly, as if it were a badara fruit and soon,
placed it in the ocean of milk.

Dasakam: 027 -- Shlokam: 05

Using Vasuki, the serpent, as the churning rope, the gods and demons began to churn
the ocean of milk, with all the vital seeds embedded in it. At that time, Thou, cunningly,
placed the demons, facing the serpent, near its mouth.
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Dasakam: 027 -- Shlokam: 06

When the ocean was thus vigorously churned, the churning stick, the Mandara
mountain, due to its own heavy weight, began to sink in the rolling waters below.
Seeing the gods becoming distressed by this, Thou, wishing to help them, took the
form of a hardbacked tortoise.

Dasakam: 027 -- Shlokam: 07

Oh Vishnu ! Thou, assuming the form of a tortoise, with its outer shell harder than
diamond, and its width spanning a lakh of yojanas, entered the depths of the ocean,
and lifted the lord of the mountains, that lay sunken there.

Dasakam: 027 -- Shlokam: 08

As the lord of mountains emerged from the water, there was gaiety all round, and the
gods and demons churned with redoubled vigour. Thou, at that time, entered the
hearts of the two groups and the lord of serpents, enthusing them and driving away
their fatigue.

Dasakam: 027 -- Shlokam: 09

To prevent the Mandara mountain from being toppled, owing to the vigorous churning
and the consequent speedy revolution, Thou, held it firmly in place with Thy lotus like
hand. Seeing this, Siva, Brahma and others, showered flowers on Thee from the
heavens and sang Thy praises full of wonder and delight.

Dasakam: 027 -- Shlokam: 10

The poisonous breath emanating from the serpent's mouth, made the demons feel
parched and uncomfortable. The gods also felt the heat, but to a lesser extent, as they
were in the rear. Owing to Thy mercy, Oh Lord ! The clouds rained water on the gods,
but not on the demons.

Dasakam: 027 -- Shlokam: 11
Even though the ocean was churned for a long time, with the multitudes of whales and
crocodiles swimming round in agitation, nothing happened. Then Thou, holding the
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ends of the serpent lord in Thy two hands, churned the ocean, all by Thyself. Oh
Guruvayurappa! May Thou, of such amazing prowess, protect me from diseases.

Dasakam: 028 -- Shlokam: 01
From the ocean, there first flowed out the kalakuta poison, like a raging fire; Lord Siva,
who was delighted by the gods praising him, swallowed it fully in order to please Thee.

Dasakam: 028 -- Shlokam: 02

Oh Lord of three abodes ! On further churning of the ocean by the gods and demons,
the celestial cow, Surabhi was born and Thou gifted her to the sages. Then came the
gem among horses, (Uchaisravas), followed by the gem among elephants, (Iravata);
then came the celestial tree, Kalpakavriksha, and after that the celestial damsels or the
Apsaras. Thou presented all these to the gods.

Dasakam: 028 -- Shlokam: 03

Oh Jagadisa! Then there appeared, Goddess Mahalakshmi, most charming and
attached to Thee alone. Seeing her immaculate beauty, everybody was tempted at
heart and wished to possess her.

Dasakam: 028 -- Shlokam: 04

To that Goddess, whose heart was given to Thee, Indra, the lord of gods, presented a
gem studded throne. Then with the collection of coronation paraphernalia brought by
all, the sages poured holy water on her, amidst the chanting of Vedic hymns.

Dasakam: 028 -- Shlokam: 05

Her slender form, already adorned with Thy charming, sidelong glances, was further
beautified with jewel studded earrings, yellow silk garment, necklaces and the like, by
the gods after the holy water had been poured on her for coronation.
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Dasakam: 028 -- Shlokam: 06

Holding the wedding garland, with bees buzzing round, she walked at a slow pace, due
to the weight of her pitcher like breasts, toward Thee, accompanied by the tinkling
sound of her anklet bells and a shy smile on her face.

Dasakam: 028 -- Shlokam: 07

Knowing that all the other gods like Siva and Brahma, though virtuous, were still not
blemishless, she offered the divine garland to Thee, who art the eternal embodiment of
perfection and charm.

Dasakam: 028 -- Shlokam: 08

Goddess Lakshmi, who is the mother of all the worlds and who is attached to none
other than Thee, was instantly embraced by Thee and given a place of honour on Thy
breast. At once the whole world was showered with wealth and prosperity, owing to her
gracious glances, as she sat radiant on Thy breast.

Dasakam: 028 -- Shlokam: 09

Then there appeared the Goddess Varuni, (the presiding deity of liquor), who was
extremely intoxicating and alluring. Thou presented her, who was the seat of
ignorance, to the great demons, as if it were a gift of a very high order.

Dasakam: 028 -- Shlokam: 10

Then, indeed, Thou arose from the ocean in the form of Dhanvantari, looking beautiful
like a fresh cloud, and carrying the vessel of divine nectar in Thy hands. Oh
Guruvayurappa ! May Thou remove all my afflictions.

Dasakam: 029 -- Shlokam: 01

Just as Thou wert rising up from the ocean, the demons snatched away the nectar
from Thy hands, and the gods were rendered helpless. Thou comforted them and
disappeared immediately. Oh God ! Through Thy power of illusion (maya), Thou
induced the demons to quarrel among themselves.
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Dasakam: 029 -- Shlokam: 02

Then Thou assumed the form of a temptress, a dark beautiful mature woman, slightly
leaning forward, owing to the weight of her heaving breasts. The demons, abandoning
their fight over the vessel of nectar, came running toward Thee, extremely attracted by
Thy pitcher-like breasts.

Dasakam: 029 -- Shlokam: 03

The demons openly wondering about this deer eyed beauty, entreated Thee, in that
Mohini form to apportion the nectar among them. Thou, teasingly reminded them that
Thou wert a harlot, a woman of loose conduct, and wondered how they could trust
Thee but this flippant reply only boosted their faith in Thee.

Dasakam: 029 -- Shlokam: 04

The demons joyfully gave the vessel of nectar to Thee in the form of Mohini. Thou,
cautioning them to bear with Thy whimsical behaviour, made the gods and demons sit
in separate rows and began serving the nectar only to the gods. The demons
entranced by Thy seductive walk and movements, sat quietly.

Dasakam: 029 -- Shlokam: 05

While the demons sat silent, believing that she (Mohini), loves them, Thou, who loves
Thy devotees, distributed the nectar fully among the gods, and assuming Thy own
form, cut off the head of Rahu (Swarbhanu), who had half drunk the nectar.

Dasakam: 029 -- Shlokam: 06

After punishing the demons thus for snatching the vessel of nectar from Thee, Thou
went away. A pitched battle then took place between the demons and gods. At the
height of this terrible war, the hosts of gods were rendered unconscious by the delusive
tactics of the demon Bali; so Thou manifested Thyself in their midst.
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Dasakam: 029 -- Shlokam: 07

Then Thou killed Kalanemi, Mali and others, while the lord of gods, Indra, killed Paka,
Bali, Jambha and Vala. Namuchi, who could not be killed with anything dry or wet was
destroyed with foam from the sea. Then at Sage Narada's request, Thou stopped the

war.

Dasakam: 029 -- Shlokam: 08

Learning about the female form Thou took to tempt the demons, Lord Siva, curious to
see Thy Mohini form, came to Thy abode with his attendants, the Bhutaganas, and
Parvati Devi, and having praised Thee, expressed his desire to Thee. At this, Thou
vanished.

Dasakam: 029 -- Shlokam: 09

Then, espying Thee in the precincts of a garden, as an attractive damsel, with eyes
flitting in the act of playing with a ball and with garments slipping down, Lord Siva, who
was the enemy of Cupid, became extremely infatuated and passionately embraced
Thee.

Dasakam: 029 -- Shlokam: 10

When Mohini, freed herself from Lord Siva's grasp and ran, he pursued her again..
On the discharge of his virile fluid, the truth dawned on him and he came to his
senses. He who was revered by Thee, sang Thy praises and extolled Thy glory to
Parvati Devi and others. Oh Guruvayurappa ! May Thou of such glory, save me.

Dasakam: 030 -- Shlokam: 01

The demon Bali, though killed in battle by Indra, was brought back to life by Sukra, the
preceptor of the demons. By performing many sacrifices, he acquired more power and
conquered the three worlds, without fear of Thy disc; the gods ran away and hid
themselves in fear from him.
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Dasakam: 030 -- Shlokam: 02

Aditi, the mother of the gods was heartbroken at the sight of her sons, living in fear and
sorrow. She beseeched her husband, Kasyapa, for help and by his advice, observed
the best form of worship to Thee, called Payovrata, lasting for twelve days with
complete and staunch devotion.

Dasakam: 030 -- Shlokam: 03

When the vrat was duly concluded, Thou, appeared before Aditi, (who was still
immersed in Thee), four-armed and of a dark blue colour in form. As she prostrated
before Thee, Thou promised to be born as her son, but cautioned her to keep Thy
revelation a secret, and then Thou vanished.

Dasakam: 030 -- Shlokam: 04

Then embedding Thyself in Kasyapa's seed born of penance, Thou wert conceived in
Aditi's womb and wert praised by Brahma. On the auspicious Sravana Dwadasi day,
Aditi, gave birth to Thee, manifested in divine Vaishnava form.

Dasakam: 030 -- Shlokam: 05

The gods exceedingly delighted, sounded auspicious instruments and showered
flowers over the sacred hermitage. While the parents stood with folded hands praising
Thy glory repeatedly and heralding Thy victory, Thou instantly assumed the form of a
dwarf, a competent Brahmachari, well-versed in the Vedas.

Dasakam: 030 -- Shlokam: 06

Oh Lord ! Then and there, Thy father Kasyapa Prajapati, performed all the ceremonial
rites from birth to thread ceremony; Thou wert offered the Mouniji grass, the Danda or
stick, the deerskin, the Akshamala, or string of beads and so on; adorned by all these
and shining with divine splendour, Thou completed the rites of the sacrificial fire, and
proceeded to the house of Bali where he was performing the horse sacrifice.
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Dasakam: 030 -- Shlokam: 07

Though dwarflike in form, Thy dignified gait seemed to forecast the magnificent form
Thou wert to assume in the future, by the movement of Thy body shaking the earth at
every step; Thy umbrella, seemed to be held to ward off the enemy fire and Thy stick,
as if to strike down the demons with it.

Dasakam: 030 -- Shlokam: 08

As Thou appoached the site of the horse sacrifice, situated on the northern bank of the
river Narmada, the dazzling brilliance of Thy form, blinded Sukra and other sages and
they wondered aloud, who this could be, whether Thou wert the Sun or Fire or the sage
Sanatkumara.

Dasakam: 030 -- Shlokam: 09

Sage Bhrigu (Sukracharya) and his clan, who were bedazzled by Thy radiance, hastily
welcomed Thee; the blessed demon king, Bali, who was overwhelmed with ecstasy, on
seeing Thy lustrous form, approached Thee and washing Thy feet reverently, sprinkled
that sacred water, which having touched Thy feet, was now holiest of all, on his head.

Dasakam: 030 -- Shlokam: 10

The sacred water flowing from Thy feet, adorns the head of Lord Siva. Although a
demon by birth, Bali, was fortunate enough to have it sprinkled on his head, perhaps
due to his being born in the dynasty of Prahlada, or due to his sacrifices or because of
his faith in Brahmins. Oh Guruvayurappa, May Thou of such glory, save me.

Dasakam: 031 -- Shlokam: 01

Oh Thou of Invincible Form ! The demon Bali, who was overcome by devotion on
seeing Thy radiant form, worshipped Thee in every way possible and then with folded
hands, requested Thee, in the form of a Brahmin boy, to ask for whatever Thou
wished, be it food or a house or a piece of land or all these put together, and promised
that he was willing to give anything.

Dasakam: 031 -- Shlokam: 02
Hearing these generous words of Bali, Thou who art full of mercy, but still wishing to
curb his pride, praised the demon clan profusely and requested him for three feet of
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land, measured by Thy paces alone, adding playfully that it would become a laughing
matter, if Thou asked him to give all that was his.

Dasakam: 031 -- Shlokam: 03

Swollen with pride, Bali ridiculed Thee for being a silly fool, asking for only three feet of
land, when he, as lord of the universe, could give so much more, and prodded Thee to
ask for the whole earth. It was this vanity of Bali, which brought about his downfall, and
made it impossible for him to fulfil his promise of giving those three feet of land. For the
complete humbling of this pride, he had to suffer ignominy of bondage, though not
entirely justified.

Dasakam: 031 -- Shlokam: 04

Oh Varada ! Thou pointed out to him that one who is not satisfied with three feet of
land will not be happy even with the gift of three worlds. As Bali prepared to honour his
promise to Thee with the ritual of offering water, his preceptor, Sukra, inwardly impelled
by Thee, (as Thou wished to test Bali's sincerity), cautioned him openly, from making
this gift, as Thou wert none other than Hari, himself. (Here the name Hari which is a
synonym of Vishnu, also aptly conveys the meaning of one who has come to
appropriate everything).

Dasakam: 031 -- Shlokam: 05

To this word of warning, by his preceptor, the demon replied with determination, that
even if this was the lord himself,who had entreated him thus, he would be fulfilled of all
desire, and hence he would keep his word. Thereupon, although cursed by
Sukracharya, he symbolically dedicated all that was his, to Thee, after his wife,
Vindhyavali, had offered the water for washing Thy feet. That was indeed the wonder
of wonders.

Dasakam: 031 -- Shlokam: 06

When the lord of the Diti clan, thus dedicated all his belongings to Thee, without any
room for doubt or misgiving, the sages along with the gods showered flowers on Thee.
While the entire world was watching, Thy divine dwarf-like form, grew to phenomenal
dimensions, spanning the entire cosmos and beyond, until Thy feet touched Brahma's
abode, Satyaloka.
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Dasakam: 031 -- Shlokam: 07

Brahma, the lotus-born, washed Thy feet with the water from his sacred bowl, when
they touched his abode of Satyaloka and this holy water, purified all the worlds. On this
festive occasion, the inhabitants of the heavens, danced with joy; Thy devotee,
Jambavan , went round the world, sounding his drum in jubilation.

Dasakam: 031 -- Shlokam: 08

Oh Lord ! Then the demons started a battle against Thee, without the consent of their
lord, Bali, and were defeated by Thy attendants and the gods, who had joined them.
Then Bali, restrained them, reminding them that the embodiment of Time, (Thou), by
whose grace they had succeeded earlier was now manifest before them and hence
their conflict was of no avail. Hearing these words, the demons retired to the nether
world.

Dasakam: 031 -- Shlokam: 09

Then, in a loud voice, Thou sarcastically, asked Bali, who was tied with ropes by the
lord of birds, Garuda, to give Thee the space for placing Thy third step, as he was the
lord of the universe. To this, Bali, without any hesitation or tremor, requested Thee to
place Thy foot on his head. At that time Prahlada appeared there in person and
commending Bali, for his dedication, sang Thy praises.

Dasakam: 031 -- Shlokam: 10

Then addressing the lord of demons, Thou explained to him that all this was done to
destroy his pride. Thou blessed him saying that owing to his good deeds, he had been
liberated; that he would reach the world beyond heaven; that he would attain a status
equal to that of Indra; and that he would finally be merged in Thee. With these words,
Thou had the interrupted sacrifices completed by the Brahmins. Oh Guruvayurappa !
Please protect me.

Dasakam: 032 -- Shlokam: 01

Very long ago, during the second deluge, at the end of the sixth Manwantara, the great
demon Hayagreeva, stole the Vedas from the mouth (meaning the mind and memory)
of Brahma, who was about to fall asleep. In order to retrieve the Vedas, Thou wished to
assume the form of a fish.
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Dasakam: 032 -- Shlokam: 02
Thou manifested as a small, radiant fish, within the cupped palms of King Satyavrata,
of Dramida, just as he was offering libations to his ancestors in the waters of the river.

Dasakam: 032 -- Shlokam: 03

Oh Thou Omnipresent One ! Seeing Thee trembling as if in fear, when put back in the
water, the royal sage took Thee home in his water bowl; in a few days time Thou grew
in size to fill the water bowl and then to the size of a well, still again to the size of a tank
and finally Thou wert big enough to fill a lake.

Dasakam: 032 -- Shlokam: 04

Then at Thy own behest, the sage, by his yogic power, took Thee to the ocean.
Perceiving that this fish form was a divine incarnation of Thine, the sage wished to see
the deluge and requested Thy consent. Asking him to wait for seven days, Thou
vanished.

Dasakam: 032 -- Shlokam: 05

As promised by Thee, on the seventh day, the rains came and the entire earth was
submerged in the waters of the deluge. The royal sage, along with the Saptharshis,
being tossed and turned in the boundless waters, took refuge in Thee.

Dasakam: 032 -- Shlokam: 06

Then by Thy command, the earth came there in the form of a boat and they climbed on
to it, still trembling and frightened by the tossing and rolling of the boat. Then Thou
appeared before them from the ocean in the form of a big fish.

Dasakam: 032 -- Shlokam: 07
Seeing Thy fish form which was one lakh yojanas in length and exceedingly brilliant the
sages were overjoyed and obeying Thy instruction, tied the boat to Thy lofty horn.
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Dasakam: 032 -- Shlokam: 08

Thou towed the boat in the flood waters, showing the group of sages all parts of the
world, and roamed about, teaching the renowned sage the supreme knowledge of Self,
while he was singing Thy praises.

Dasakam: 032 -- Shlokam: 09

As the kalpa neared its end, Thou reinstalled the seven sages in their respective
places and appointed King Satyavrata as Vaivaswatha Manu for the next Manvantara.
Then with rage, Thou went after Hayagreeva.

Dasakam: 032 -- Shlokam: 10

With Thy lofty horn, Thou tore apart the demon's breast, struck him down and retrieved
the Vedas. Thou presented them to Brahma, who was filled with joy. Oh Gurvayurappa
I May Thou protect me.

Dasakam: 033 -- Shlokam: 01

Vaivaswatha Manu's son Nabhaga, had a son called Naabhaaga, who was a great
king. His son Ambareesha. was ruling over the earth surrounded by seven oceans. He
was very pious and devout and always engaged in meditating on Thee and Thy
devotees.

Dasakam: 033 -- Shlokam: 02

Oh Lord ! Since he was such a staunch devotee of Thine, who had dedicated
everything to please Thee, Thou wished to bless him in a fitting manner. So Thou
gifted him Thy disc with a thousand sharp edges, for his protection, although he did not
ask for it.

Dasakam: 033 -- Shlokam: 03

He lived in Madhuvana, near the bank of the river Yamuna, for a whole year, along with
his virtuous wife, and observed the Ekadasi fast, and the Dwadasi rites, to propitiate
Thee. As a part of this worship he gave away sixty crores of cows to brahmins.
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Dasakam: 033 -- Shlokam: 04

On the day of breaking the fast, at the close of this worship, Sage Durvasa came to the
palace and was invited by the king to partake of the food at the close of the rites. The
sage who had a natural inclination to put others to hardship, went to the river Yamuna
at a leisurely pace to perform his customary ablutions.

Dasakam: 033 -- Shlokam: 05

As the auspicious time for breaking the fast was about to end, the king, though troubled
at heart, broke his fast by sipping only water, out of devotion to Thee. The sage,
coming to know of this, by his divine vision, returned and abused the king with harsh
words and then, tearing his matted hair, with rage, created a wicked deity called Kritya,
to destroy the king.

Dasakam: 033 -- Shlokam: 06

Even when that evil spirit, with sword in hand, advanced toward him, scorching
everything in its way, the king stood rooted to his post. Seeing the king's agony, Thy
divine disc, Sudarsana, instantly burnt that terrible deity by its own fire like a moth is
destroyed and started chasing the sage.

Dasakam: 033 -- Shlokam: 07

The sage fled in terror, to all the worlds but everywhere he saw the disc pursuing him
relentlessly; he entreated Brahma to save him but Brahma drove him away with the
plea that the wheel of time could not be superceded; he approached Lord Siva, but he
too pleaded helplessness and saluted Thee.

Dasakam: 033 -- Shlokam: 08

Then Oh Lord ! The sage came to Thy abode Vaikunta, and prostrated before Thee.
Thou claiming to be the servant of Thy devotees, advised him that knowledge and
penance deserved respect only when combined with humility and therefore, he should
take refuge in the feet of Thy devotee, Ambareesha himself.

Dasakam: 033 -- Shlokam: 09
At once the sage fell at the king's feet; the king, stepping back, prayed to Thy divine
weapon and the disc, pacified by that, vanished. The sage praised his devotion to Thee
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and his compassionate nature even toward those who had harmed him and conferred
all his blessings on him.

Dasakam: 033 -- Shlokam: 10

The king who was waiting for the sage for a whole year, without partaking any food, fed
him a sumptuous feast and bade him farewell; the sage left with full satisfaction. The
king took food only after that. His devotion to Thee increased more than ever before
and in due time he was granted salvation and was fully merged in Thee. Oh
Guruvayurappa ! May Thou of such a divine nature, save me.

Dasakam: 034 -- Shlokam: 01

The sage Rishyasringa, performed the Putrakameshti sacrifice in Kosala, on behalf of
king Dasaratha, who desired to have children, and offered the king that potent payasa,
or milk preparation arising from the sacrificial fire. The king's three wives shared and
ate it all between themselves and all three became pregnant at the same time. Thou,
who had been entreated by the gods to destroy Ravana, Thyself incarnated as Rama,
and along with Lakshmana, Bharata and Satrugna, took birth there.

Dasakam: 034 -- Shlokam: 02

Oh Lord ! Upholding Thy father's word, Thou, carrying the bow Kodanda, went along
with Lakshmana, to guard the noble sacrifice of sage Viswamitra. The sage taught
Thee two mantras to remove Thy fatigue. At the sage's behest, Thou tore apart the
demoness Tataka with arrows for the protection of the people. Having acquired from
the sage, the host of divine missiles, Thou reached Siddhasrama, the hermitage of the
sage.

Dasakam: 034 -- Shlokam: 03

When the sacrifice began, Thou drove away Mareecha with Thy arrows and killed other
Rakshasas. On the way to Videha, from there, Thou liberated Ahalya, (who had been
cursed to become a stone by her husband, sage Gautama), with the dust of Thy feet
and blessed her. Reaching the palace of Videha, and breaking the bow of Lord Siva
there, Thou won the hand of Sita, daughter of the earth, (and in reality the incarnation
of Goddess Lakshmi), and married her. Then along with Thy three brothers, who were
married to the three sisters of Sita, Thou set out to Thy kingdom, accompanied by the
four new brides.
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Dasakam: 034 -- Shlokam: 04

Oh Lord of Lustrous Form ! On the way home, Thou encountered Parasurama, the
jewel of the Bhrigu clan, who blinded by anger, waged a battle with Thee; losing the
battle he surrendered his lustre to Thee. Thou reached Ayodhya and lived happily with
Thy dear wife. Then once, when Bharata had gone to his uncle's house, along with
Satrugna, Thy father made arrangements for Thy coronation but was stopped by Thy
step-mother, Kaikeyi (daughter of the king of Kekayas).

Dasakam: 034 -- Shlokam: 05

In accordance with Thy father's orders, Thou, taking bow and arrow in hand, and in the
company of Thy brother and Thy wife, set out to the forest. Restraining the citizens of
Ayodhya from following Thee to the forest, and sending them back home, Thou came
to the house of Guha. (the boatman). Here donning matted hair and garments made of
bark, Thou wert ferried across the river Ganges by Guha, and meeting Sage
Bharadwaja nearby, paid Thy respects to him. Following his advice, Thou lived very
happily on the lofty Chitrakuta. Mountains.

Dasakam: 034 -- Shlokam: 06

Oh Lord ! From Bharata, (who came there to beg Thee to return home), Thou came to
know that Thy father had passed away, heartbroken by Thy separation. Full of sorrow
Thou offered libations of water to his departed soul and pacifying Bharata, entrusted
Thy sandals and Thy kingdom to him to rule over till Thy return. Then after paying
obeisance to Sage Atri, Thou entered the wide, dense forest of Dandaka, killed the
ferocious demon Viradha there, and granted salvation to Sage Sarabhanga, witnessing
his peaceful and happy end.

Dasakam: 034 -- Shlokam: 07

Thou, who wished to protect the sages, took a pledge to annihilate the entire host of
rakshasas, and then bowing down to sage Agastya, Thou received from him the divine
bow of Vishnu, the missile of Brahma and other weapons. On setting out from there,
Thou wert happy to meet on the way, Thy father's friend, Jatayu, the eagle. From then
on, Thou lived happily with Thy wife at Panchavati, on the banks of the river, Godavari.

Dasakam: 034 -- Shlokam: 08

Oh Lord of Indestructible Might ! Unable to tolerate the harassment of the love-sick
demoness Surpanaka, who besought Thee, frequently, Thou instructed Lakshmana to
deal with her suitably, and he, overcome by anger, cut off her nose. Seeing her
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disfigured face, the demons, Khara, Dooshana and Trisiras, filled with rage, came to
attack Thee, but Thou destroyed them along with more than a ten thousand demons,
instantly.

Dasakam: 034 -- Shlokam: 09

Coming to know from his sister, Surpanaka, all that had transpired, Ravana, full of rage
for his sister's condition and filled with lust for Sita, on hearing of her beauty from his
sister, wished to abduct her. So he ordered Mareecha, to assume the form of a golden
deer, and wander near the hermitage of Rama. The lotus-eyed Sita, wished to have
that deer and Thou went in pursuit and killed it with Thy arrows. At that time,
Mareecha, let out a painful cry, imitating Thy voice, and calling out to Lakshmana and
Sita, as if Thou wert in danger. Hearing Thy pitiful cry and not realising that this was a
deception, Sita, forced Lakshmana, to go to Thy help, leaving her alone in the
hermitage. Ravana, using this opportunity, abducted Sita and took her away. Though
unhappy, Thou wert secretly glad to have got a motive for Ravana's destruction.

Dasakam: 034 -- Shlokam: 10

Then, going in search of the slim and delicate Sita, Thou met the dying Jatayu, whose
wings had been cut off by Ravana, when he tried to save her, from the latter's clutches.
After informing Thee, of this, he died and Thou cremated him and performed his
funeral rites as he had been Thy father's friend. Then Thou killed demon Kabandha,
who attacked Thee on the way. Later meeting Thy devotee, Sabari, on the banks of the
river Pampa, Thou granted her salvation. Then coming across, Thy greatest devotee,
Hanuman, the son of Vayu, Thou wert overjoyed. Oh Guruvayurappa ! May thou of
such great exploits, protect me.

Dasakam: 035 -- Shlokam: 01

Through Hanuman's efforts Thou struck up a friendship with Sugreeva, and entered
into a pact with him to help Thee find Sita, in return for Thy killing Vaali and installing
Sugreeva as the king of his land. In order to gain his confidence, Thou lifted aloft the
body of Dundubhi, with Thy toe and made it fall several miles away; besides, Thou,
pierced through seven Sala trees, with one arrow, in a single attempt. Then Thou killed
Vaali, of matchless might, by unfair means, standing hidden behind a tree, as he
wanted to destroy Thy friend Sugreeva. Then Thou spent the rainy season at the
hermitage of sage Matanga, full of grief and distress at being separated from Thy
beloved Sita.
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Dasakam: 035 -- Shlokam: 02

Sugreeva, who was spending his time in worldly pleasures, was threatened by
Lakshmana, with dire consequences, for not keeping his word of helping Thee to find
Sita. Alarmed by Lakshmana's threats, he ordered his army of monkeys to get ready
for the search of Sita, in all directions. Happy at this development, Thou gave Thy
message and Thy ring to Hanuman and then the monkeys, determinedly, went looking
for Thy beloved, in all directions.

Dasakam: 035 -- Shlokam: 03

Coming to know of Thy plight, Sampathi, whose newly-fledged wings helped him fly
very high and fast, informed the monkeys of Sita's whereabouts, before flying away. By
that information, Hanuman leaped across the ocean and located Sita in a garden (kept
a prisoner by demonesses), in the city of Lanka.. He gave her Thy message and ring,
and destroying that garden called Asokavana, engaged in a battle with Aksha Kumara
and killed him. Bearing the insult of being tied up with ropes and taken to the court of
Ravana, confronted the evil Rakshasa, and then set fire to Lanka. Then returning home
speedily, he gave Thee the crest jewel, Choodamani, sent by Sita..

Dasakam: 035 -- Shlokam: 04

Thou marched toward the seashore, along with the mighty monkey army, headed by
stalwarts like Sugreeva, Angada and others, spread out all over the land. The
Rakshasa king's brother, Vibhishana, sought shelter at Thy feet. He apprised Thee of
secret information about Thy enemy. When Varuna, the lord of the ocean, spurned Thy
request for a passage through it, Thou threatened him with the missile of fire; trembling
with fear, he acceded to Thy request and provided a pathway for Thee, through the
middle of the ocean.

Dasakam: 035 -- Shlokam: 05

A causeway (Sethu) was built across the ocean, with the masses of rocks and stones
brought by the monkeys from all round the place. Going across to Lanka, with the
monkey warriors, using nails, teeth, stones and rocks and uprooted trees as weapons,
Thou destroyed the Rakshasa army. Thy display of such heroic feats was halted for a
short while, by Indrajit, son of Ravana, who bound Thee and Thy brother Lakshmana,
with the missile of serpents which rendered Thee both unconscious but wert soon
revived by the breeze from the flapping wings of Garuda, the lord of birds.
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Dasakam: 035 -- Shlokam: 06

Lakshmana, who was stricken unconscious by a mighty blow from Ravana's powerful
lance, regained his breath after inhaling the medicinal herbs on the Sanjeevini
mountain, which Hanuman, brought in time from a faraway land across the ocean.
Indrajit, who was very proud of his prowess in delusionary tactics, was then killed by
Lakshmana.. The use of delusion (maya) by Ravana, created confusion in the
battlefield and Thou became agitated, but Thy mind was put to rest by Vibhishana, who
explained the true state of affairs to Thee. Then Thou destroyed Kumbhakarna, who
approached Thee with his earth-shaking gait, swallowing the whole army of monkeys
on his way.

Dasakam: 035 -- Shlokam: 07

Accepting the chariot and armour sent by Indra, Thou confronted Ravana and cut off
his row of ten heads with the missile of Brahma, and thus destroyed him. Thou
accepted Sita, who was purified by the ordeal of fire. The monkey warriors who had
died in the battlefield were brought back to life by the grace of the gods. Thou and Thy
beloved Sita, set out for Thy capital city Ayodhya, along with the newly-crowned lord of
Lanka, Vibhishana, and the monkey army, in the aerial car, the Pushpaka Vimana.

Dasakam: 035 -- Shlokam: 08

Delighted with the divine coronation festivities, Thou ruled over Thy kingdom, happily
for more than ten thousand years. Then, unfortunately, owing to the scandalous
rumours about Sita, who was pregnant, Thou banished her from the kingdom. The
Rakshasa Lavana, was killed by Satrughna. The worthless sage, Sudra, was destroyed
by Thee. Meanwhile, Sita, gave birth to twin sons in the hermitage of sage Valmiki.

Dasakam: 035 -- Shlokam: 09

Oh Lord ! At the sacrificial altar, Thy sons, by the command of sage Valmiki, sang
sweetly, his divine composition, (the Ramayana). Thou wished to take back Sita, who
came there, but she entered the earth and Thou wert reminded by the god of Time
(Death) that the hour for departure had come. Thou abandoned Lakshmana, for a
certain purpose, and with Thy entire retinue, plunged into the waters of the river,
Sarayu, and simultaneously attained Vaikunta, Thy original abode.

Dasakam: 035 -- Shlokam: 10

This incarnation of Thine in the form of a human being was taken to teach mankind the
lessons to be learnt from the Ramayana. Excessive attachment to desire causes
anguish and pain when one faces separation from loved ones and excessive
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attachment to duty leads to the sacrifice and suffering of innocent fellow beings. If this
were not true, how could this change of mind have taken place in Thee, who art
Thyself the Supreme Self, and the Soul of Delight. Oh Lord Vishnu ! Oh Chakrapani
(Wielder of the Disc) ! Oh Thou Sole Embodiment of Virtue ! Oh Guruvayurappa ! May
Thou of such divine deeds, save me from my afflictions.

Dasakam: 036 -- Shlokam: 01

In olden times, Thou took birth in Anasuya, as the son of sage Atri, with the name of
Datta. Owing to the constant harassment of Thy disciples, seeking guidance, Thou
became mentally disturbed. Thou wandered around at will with Thy wife, full of self-
bliss. Thy ardent devotee, the lord of Hehayas (Kartaveeryarjuna), saw Thee and Thou
granted him the boon of the eight-fold form of wealth (Ashtaishwarya), and more and
also the boon of meeting his death at Thy own hands in the end.

Dasakam: 036 -- Shlokam: 02

Oh Hari ! To honour the boon given to Kartaveeryarjuna, (of death at Thine own hands)
and to annihilate the entire race of Kshatriya kings, who oppressed Brahmins and had
become a burden on earth, and were restrained only by Arjuna’'s might, Thou took birth
in the Bhrigu dynasty as the youngest son of sage Jamadagni and his wife Renuka,
with the name of Parasurama, causing great delight to Thy parents.

Dasakam: 036 -- Shlokam: 03

By the age of fourteen years, Thou mastered all the scriptures. Once, when Thy
mother was momentarily attracted by the Gandharva king, Thy father, full of rage
towards her, ordered Thee to cut off her head along with those of Thy brothers too, for
disobeying him. Thou obeyed his command and later, when he had calmed down,
Thou obtained from Thy father the boon of bringing them all back to life. Then Thy
mother too conferred some boons on Thee.

Dasakam: 036 -- Shlokam: 04

To please Thy mother, Thy father, through worship, brought the celestial cow,
(Kamadhenu) to his hermitage. At the behest of sage Bhrigu, Thou went to the
Himalayas and by propitiating Lord Siva there, obtained from him the axe (Parasu) and
also killed the demon referred to by him. Then Thou received all the powerful missiles
and weapons from him. On the way back to Thy own hermitage, Thou befriended the
sage Akritavrana.
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Dasakam: 036 -- Shlokam: 05

Once, when Kartaveeryarjuna had come hunting to the forest, Thy father welcomed
him as his guest and showered on him the various treasures given by the celestial cow.
On returning to his capital, he was wrongly advised by his evilminded minister and he
sent a minister to purchase the cow, but Thy father did not agree to sell it. So he tried
to take her away by force and killed the sage when he tried to stop him. Kamadhenu,
overcome by rage, produced hosts of warriors from her body, who destroyed the
minister's army, but in the confusion the minister abducted her calf.

Dasakam: 036 -- Shlokam: 06

Hearing what had happened from Thy father, who had been resuscitated by
Sukracharya, Thou, overcome by rage, prayed to Lord Siva. He sent through
Mahodara, a chariot equipped with horses and charioteers and also the bow, axe and
arrows. Armed with these weapons, Thou mounted the chariot along with Thy friend
(sage Akritavrana), and arriving at the capital city of Mahishmati, calmly requested the
king to return the calf. As he spurned Thy pleas, Thou started a war with him.

Dasakam: 036 -- Shlokam: 07

The lord of Hehayas, Kartaveeryarjuna, encountered Thee on the battlefield with his
ten thousand sons, seventeen divisions of army, powerful army chiefs and numerous
friends, but Thou destoyed them all in no time, with Thy axe and arrows. Many ran
away in fear and many others were killed; the king then attacked Thee with his
remaining sons.

Dasakam: 036 -- Shlokam: 08

Kartaveeryarjuna, who had a thousand powerful arms was well known for his mighty
feats. Once while sporting in the waters of the river Narmada, he had stopped the flow
of water by using his thousand hands to form a dam; he had even curbed the pride of
Ravana, who was performing a worship on the banks of the Narmada, by immersing
him in the waters, making him breathless. Now with these thousand mighty hands, he
fired numerous missiles and weapons on Thee. When all these and even the disc of
Vishnu, that he sent turned out to be futile against Thy strength, he realised that Thou
wert none other than Hari himself and he was overjoyed. He meditated on Thee and
was at once liberated from all his sins. Thou killed him and he attained salvation in Thy
supreme abode, Vaikunta.
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Dasakam: 036 -- Shlokam: 09

Overcome by rage at the killing of their father by Thee, the remaining sons of
Kartaveeryarjuna killed Thy father in revenge. Unable to bear the sight of Thy mother
Renuka, beating her breast and weeping for Thy father, Thou took a terrible oath to kill
all Kshatriyas, who hated Brahmins. Through meditation, Thou acquired a chariot and
weapons, and massacred all Kshatriyas with axe and arrows, clearing the earth of their
presence in all directions.

Dasakam: 036 -- Shlokam: 10

Bringing Thy father back to life, Thou fought and defeated twenty-one generations of
the Kshatriya race. Thou offered libations to the ancestors in the holy place of
Samantapanchaka, in huge tanks of blood. Performing sacrifice there, Thou presented
the earth to sage Kasyapa and others. Then Thou waged a terrible war against king
Salwa. But sage Sanatkumara restrained Thee by saying that Lord Krishna would kill
him and hence Thou withdrew from the fight.

Dasakam: 036 -- Shlokam: 11

Oh Lord of the Bhrigu dynasty ! Then throwing away all missiles, Thou did penance on
the Mahendra mountain. The earth was submerged upto Gokarna in the ocean; so the
sages entreated Thee for help. Through Thy power of meditation, Thou acquired bow
and arrow and aimed the missile of fire at the ocean; the lord of the ocean shaken by
fear, started to withdraw; Thou threw the sacrificial ladle, the Sruva, into the ocean and
brought up the land of Kerala, beyond which the waters of the ocean receded. Oh Lord
Guruvayurappa ! May Thou of such wonderful exploits, protect me.

Dasakam: 037 -- Shlokam: 01

Oh Lord of Complete Bliss ! Oh Hari ! In the war between the gods and demons which
took place earlier, the demons were destroyed by Thee; yet, those demons who did not
attain salvation, owing to their remaining merits and demerits, were born again on earth
as demons and the earth became terribly afflicted by their burden; so Goddess Earth
took refuge at Brahma's feet, where the gods had already assembled.
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Dasakam: 037 -- Shlokam: 02

Oh Hari ! Goddess Earth, lamenting pitiably on the growing oppression of the wicked
demons on her surface, slowly drowning her in the ocean of sorrow, called the gods as
witnesses to her pathetic state; Brahma, perceiving this, looked at the forlorn faces of
the gods round him and began to pray to Thee.

Dasakam: 037 -- Shlokam: 03

God Brahma, agreeing with Goddess Earth, about her sorrowful condition, told the
gods that the Lord of Lakshmi alone could save them all. So, by his advice, all of them
headed by Lord Siva, approached Thy abode in the milky ocean to worship Thee.

Dasakam: 037 -- Shlokam: 04

On the shores of the milky ocean, fanned by the gentle breeze, they engaged in single-
minded meditation of Thy feet. Thou revealed Thy wish to Brahma, from within his
heart and he informed the delighted gathering all about Thy personal speech to him.

Dasakam: 037 -- Shlokam: 05

Thou told Brahma, that Thou wert fully aware of the pathetic condition of the gods and
Goddess Earth, brought on by the evil demons, to destoy whom Thou would be born
with Thy full divine spirit in the Yadava race. The gods and goddesses would also
likewise be born with their divine partial spirit, in the clan of Vrishnis (cowherds), to
serve Thee on earth. This speech of Thine was conveyed to the gods by Brahma.

Dasakam: 037 -- Shlokam: 06

Oh Lord ! Thy speech was like nectar to their ears and they left with a peaceful mind,
contented by Thy flow of kindness. The famous city of Mathura, purified by Thy divine
presence, was ruled by King Surasena. His son Vasudeva, married the blessed
daughter of Devaka.
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Dasakam: 037 -- Shlokam: 07

After the marriage ceremonies were over, Devaki's brother Kamsa, wishing to honour
the bridal couple, took the reins of the chariot in his hands, driving it himself. On the
way, by Thy impulsion, he was addressed by a disembodied voice from the sky,
portending that the eighth son of this girl would kill him for his wicked deeds. Overcome
by fear, he lifted his sword to kill Devaki, who was sitting next to him, at once.

Dasakam: 037 -- Shlokam: 08

The evil-minded Kamsa, caught hold of Devaki by her tresses and would not let her go
even after Vasudeva pleaded with him for along time; finally he released her only after
Vasudeva promised to give the children who would be born to him; he went home,
appeased by Vasudeva's words. As promised by Vasudeva, Thy first brother was duly
given to him but Kamsa did not kill the child out of love. Oh Lord ! It is really strange
that even the cruel-hearted are sometimes ovrecome with mercy.

Dasakam: 037 -- Shlokam: 09

Then, sage Narada, in keeping with Thy wishes, went to the lord of Bhojas, Kamsa,
and apprised him of the fact that he (Kamsa), belonged to the demon race and the
Yadavas were gods; that, owing to the pleas of the gods, Lord Hari, with delusive
motive, was going to take birth to detroy him. Hearing these words, Kamsa killed
Vasudeva's children, including the first one and drove away the Yadavas from their
houses.

Dasakam: 037 -- Shlokam: 10

Oh Lord Madhava ! The lord of serpents, Adisesha, entered the seventh pregnancy of
Devaki . Through Thy Maya, put into action by Thy will, the foetus was ensconced in
the womb of Rohini . Oh Lord Omnipresent ! Thou, who art the sole embodiment of
Satchitananda, (which is Existence, Energy and Absolute BIliss), entered the womb of
Devaki . The gods sang Thy praises. Oh Lord Krishna ! May Thou of such glory,
remove my numerous maladies and grant me supreme devotion.

Dasakam: 038 -- Shlokam: 01

Oh Lord of Absolute Bliss ! When Thy hour of incarnation approached, it was the rainy
season, with dark clouds covering the sky. The rays of light emanating from Thy divine,
dark blue form, seemed to light up the entire atmosphere.
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Dasakam: 038 -- Shlokam: 02

Oh Lord ! Healer of the distress of three worlds ! The rainwater pouring from the clouds
cooled the earth in all directions and the good and virtuous souls were happy with the
fulfilment of their wishes, when Thou wert born here on earth, at midnight, with the
moon just rising.

Dasakam: 038 -- Shlokam: 03

Though Thou wert in the form of an infant in the room where Thy birth took place,
Thou, by Thy divine powers, radiated the resplendent form of Vishnu, adorned with the
dazzling crown, bangles, shoulder ornaments, bracelets, pearl necklaces and the like
along with the shining conch, disc, lotus and mace in Thy arms and Thy compiexion of
dark blue, like that of a rain-cloud.

Dasakam: 038 -- Shlokam: 04

Oh Vaasudeva ! The inauspicious atmosphere of the house, brought about by the
wicked Kamsa, seemed to have been swept away by the shy sidelong glances of
Goddess Lakshmi, resting happily on Thy breast, with her eyes half open and Thou
shone with that brilliant lustre.

Dasakam: 038 -- Shlokam: 05

Thy divine form which is unattainable even to the minds of self-controlled, great sages,
was revealed to Souri (Thy father, Vasudeva), and he, overwhelmed by tears of joy, his
whole body thrilled by the sight of Thee, his voice choking with emotion, praised Thee
who looked like the nectar of flowers.

Dasakam: 038 -- Shlokam: 06

Vasudeva praised Thee for a long time thus: "Oh Lord of Supreme Spirit! Thou art the
knife that cuts the root of sorrow; Thou art partial to none; Thou shines with the glory of
Thy Maya; May Thou remove my sorrows with Thy compassionate glances.”

Dasakam: 038 -- Shlokam: 07
Thy mother, with tears of joy wetting her slender, creeper-like form, praised Thee.
Thou, who art the abode of mercy, revealed to them (Thy parents), their previous two
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births, in which they had sung Thy praises; accepting Thy mother's prayer, Thou had
taken the form of a human child.

Dasakam: 038 -- Shlokam: 08

Then impelled by Thee, Vasudeva, got ready to exchange Thee with the daughter of
Nanda. Thou, who art conceivable only in the minds of revered sages, and Thou, who
art pleasing like the young swan seated in a lotus, wert lifted by Vasudeva, in his
hands.

Dasakam: 038 -- Shlokam: 09

At that time, Thy Maya, Yoganidra, who had been born in the cowherd, Nanda's house,
put all the city dwellers to sleep, through her yogic powers, activated by Thee. But what
is more amazing is that the firmly locked inanimate (prison) doors opened of their own
accord.

Dasakam: 038 -- Shlokam: 10

Then the most blessed, Vasudeva, set out, with his path lighted by the shining crest
jewels of the serpent Sesha, who with his hoods held above Vasudeva's head,
shielded him from the rain. Oh Lord of such great deeds ! May Thou destroy the
severity of my ailments.

Dasakam: 039 -- Shlokam: 01

This leading member of the Yadu family, Vasudeva, carrying Thee, found the river
Kalindi, in spate with its flood waters rising sky high, when he came there; but, wonder
of wonders, the waters receded and became only ankle deep, as if by Maya, and he
was able to cross the river.

Dasakam: 039 -- Shlokam: 02

Arriving at the house of Nanda, where all the cowherds were fast asleep, and where
the doors were wide open, Vasudeva, hearing the soft crying of the baby girl, entered
the confinement room, picked her up and left Thee in her place on the delivery bed and
returned quickly to his city with that baby, Yoga Maya.
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Dasakam: 039 -- Shlokam: 03

The guards, whose sleep had been disturbed by the cries of Thy sister, ran to the
Bhoja king, Kamsa, to inform him of the birth of the baby. Kamsa, arrived there at once,
with his hair all in disarray and his mind agitated by the news of the delivery, but was
totally confused and astonished at the sight of a girl baby, in his sister's hands.

Dasakam: 039 -- Shlokam: 04

Thinking that this must be another trick of that cunning Vishnu, who killed the demon,
Madhu, he snatched the little girl baby, clutched tightly in his sister's arms, like a wild

elephant would pluck a tender lotus stalk from the middle of a lotus pond, and dashed
Thy sister, Maya against a stone slab.

Dasakam: 039 -- Shlokam: 05

Just as Thy devotee would slip through the chains of death, that Maya, who came as a
baby girl, slipped past Kamsa's hands, quickly, took a different divine form,and flew up
to the sky, resplendent with powerful weapons shining in her eight arms, without again
touching the ground.

Dasakam: 039 -- Shlokam: 06

As she flew up, she warned the wicked Kamsa, that killing her was of no use to him, as
his destroyer was born elsewhere and that he should worry about his welfare. Then
praised by the Marutganas and other gods, Thy sister Maha Maya, entered the temples
on earth, where she is worshipped as Durga, Bhadrakali etc.

Dasakam: 039 -- Shlokam: 07

The next morning,Kamsa related Yogamaya's warnings to the arrogant demons led by
Pralamba, Baka, and Poothana. They roamed fearlessly all over the world, killing all
infants, prompted by their desire to destoy Thee. No measure of cruelty was beyond
these wicked demons.

Dasakam: 039 -- Shlokam: 08
Oh Mukunda'! Thou, lying on the delivery bed, beside Yasoda, the wife of the cowherd,
Nanda, in their house, began to cry, shaking Thy leg slightly. Awakened by Thy cries,
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the womenfolk announced loudly, the birth of a son and there was rejoicing all round
Gokula. Oh ! How can | describe that happy, thrilling scene.

Dasakam: 039 -- Shlokam: 09

Then Yasoda, overcome by joy, at the sight of Thee, lying beside her, looking like a
freshly blossomed Kayambu flower, suckled Thee at her breast, fondling Thy soft,
charming body, experiencing indescribable bliss. Oh ! Indeed, she is the most fortunate
of all blessed beings in the world. How wonderful really !

Dasakam: 039 -- Shlokam: 10

Nandagopa, filled with happiness, for the sake of Thy wellbeing, gave away
innumerable gifts to the Brahmins. There was nothing he did not give. So also, there
was no auspicious ceremony that the cowherds left undone. Oh Guruvayurappa ! Oh
Most Auspicious One in the three worlds ! May Thou save me from my ailments here.

Dasakam: 040 -- Shlokam: 01
Nanda, the abode of all virtue, went to the capital city to pay his taxes. Thy father met
him and warned him about the wicked plots of Kamsa's assistants to kill Thee.

Dasakam: 040 -- Shlokam: 02

Congratulating the head of the cowherds, (Nanda) on the birth of a son to him, Thy
father told him that he was as happy as he would be if it had been born to him, thus
honouring him with the status of being Thy father.

Dasakam: 040 -- Shlokam: 03

Thy father, (Vasudeva), drew Nanda's attention to the hundreds of ill omens manifest
there and urged him to return to his village as soon as possible. Hearing these words,
Nanda, apprehensive of danger to Thee, hurried home.
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Dasakam: 040 -- Shlokam: 04

Oh Thou Deceptive Infant! In the meanwhile, a lovely woman, whose tresses were
encircled by bees drawn by the fragrance of the flowers on her hair, approached Thee
in the village.

Dasakam: 040 -- Shlokam: 05
As the cowherd womenfolk were wondering who she was, that infamous Poothana, a
demoness, who was accustomed to killing infants, lifted Thee in her arms.

Dasakam: 040 -- Shlokam: 06
The cowherd women, who had been mesmerised by her bewitching ways, could not
stop her; she sat down in the house and put Thee, Oh lllusive Infant ! to her breast.

Dasakam: 040 -- Shlokam: 07

Then Thou, full of resentment for her slaying of several babies, climbed on to her lap,
without any misgiving, and sucked vigorously at her swollen breast, smeared all round
with deadly poison, as if it were a mango fruit.

Dasakam: 040 -- Shlokam: 08

When Thou sucked her breast and along with it her life's breath, she attained her true,
dreadful form and screaming in a thunderous voice, fell flat on the floor, with her arms
outstretched.

Dasakam: 040 -- Shlokam: 09

Hearing that terrifying scream and seeing that colossal form, the cowherds of Gokula,
stood transfixed. Then seeing Thee playing on her breast, the cowherd women came
and lifted Thee.
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Dasakam: 040 -- Shlokam: 10

Oh Thou who art the embodiment of goodness in the whole world ! the young Gopikas,
chanting Thy own names, sought to protect Thee (from evil), in many ways. Oh
Guruvayurappa ! Free me from disease and make me Thy servant.

Dasakam: 041 -- Shlokam: 01

After listening to the ominous sayings of Vasudeva, the head of the cowherd clan,
Nanda, was hurrying home with a heart full of apprehension. As he neared his house,
he saw a huge appatrition lying on the ground, with uprooted trees, fallen all round it.
Fearing the worst, he took refuge in Thee.

Dasakam: 041 -- Shlokam: 02

Hearing from their womenfolk, all that had happened, the cowherds were filled with
amazement and fear. Then, chopping up the fearsome body, that Thou had flung
down, they carried it far away and burnt it.

Dasakam: 041 -- Shlokam: 03

The fragrant fumes rising upward from her body, with its breast purified by Thy sucking,
gave rise to doubt as to whether it was the perfume of agaru or sandal or guggulu .
(Due to Thy divine touch, the smoke issuing from Poothana's body became fragrant).

Dasakam: 041 -- Shlokam: 04

By imparting fragrance to Poothana's body, Thou hinted to the wise cowherds that the
fruit of Thy touch, was not far away, but easily accessible and it would soon be theirs
too.

Dasakam: 041 -- Shlokam: 05
Marvelling that the infant was not killed by the demoness and that Vasudeva's
prediction had come true, the cowherds were overcome by the joy of seeing Thy face.
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Dasakam: 041 -- Shlokam: 06
Oh Vaasudeva ! Owing to Thy living there, Gokula, grew more and more prosperous
everyday. The joy and virtues of the people there was boundless.

Dasakam: 041 -- Shlokam: 07

The Gopis, talked delightedly only of Thy charming beauty and smile even while doing
their household chores. After the day's work was over, they came to see Thee and
rejoiced greatly in Thy presence.

Dasakam: 041 -- Shlokam: 08

Oh Lord ! The gopis fondled and caressed Thee in numerous ways, vying with each
other, claiming that the baby was looking or smiling only at each one of them in
particular, and reaching out to lift Thee in their arms.

Dasakam: 041 -- Shlokam: 09

The gopis, ever eager to hold Thee in their arms, passed Thee round from hand to
hand. Thou resembled a black bee, flitting from one flower to the other in a garland of
red lotuses.

Dasakam: 041 -- Shlokam: 10

Oh Hari ! What immeasurable state of happiness Yasoda must have experienced as
she held Thee in her lap, suckling Thee, seeing Thy smiling face ! Oh Guruvayurappa !
of such glory, May Thou protect me from disease.

Dasakam: 042 -- Shlokam: 01

Oh Lord ! Once on Thy birth day, Yasoda, the queen of Vraja, had invited the
womenfolk, relatives and Brahmins for a feast in her house. Leaving Thee near a big
cart, she was busy in the kitchen, preparing the dishes and making arrangements to
receive the guests.
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Dasakam: 042 -- Shlokam: 02
Then from Thy proximity, there came the grating sound of crashing wood mingled with
the confused and frightened shouts of the children, engaged to take care of Thee.

Dasakam: 042 -- Shlokam: 03

Hearing these deafening sounds the womenfolk came racing with breasts heaving, due
to their agitation and found Thee lying amidst the shattered pieces of wood, strewn all
round.

Dasakam: 042 -- Shlokam: 04

Nanda, the cowherds and the Brahmins came rushing there, with tears flowing down
their eyes, wailing loudly about the child's fate; seeing Thee safe in Yasoda's hands,
they sighed happily in relief.

Dasakam: 042 -- Shlokam: 05

Wonderstruck at who could have done this and what could have caused such a wide
and big cart to shatter to pieces, they stood with fingers on their noses, looking at
Thee.

Dasakam: 042 -- Shlokam: 06

Oh Lord ! The children who had been taking care of Thee, averred that the baby, crying
for breast milk, had kicked the cart with its beautiful lotus feet and thus the cart was
upset and fell down and that they had all seen it happen.

Dasakam: 042 -- Shlokam: 07

The people assembled there knew little of Thy greatness. So they treated the children's
version of the episode as an outcome of their fear and ignorance, and dismissed it
lightly as unlikely and unreliable. But those (like Nanda), who had seen Poothana,
suspected that there may be something amiss.
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Dasakam: 042 -- Shlokam: 08
The women of Vraja, full of solace, caressed Thy body, cooing softly, whether Thy
coral-coloured red feet were hurt, or Thy lotus-like soft hands were bruised.

Dasakam: 042 -- Shlokam: 09

Thy father, requesting the Gopi to give him his son, who had been saved by the grace
of the lord of the universe, embraced Thy little body repeatedly, with hairs standing on
end, unable to control his emotions.

Dasakam: 042 -- Shlokam: 10

The demon who came in the disguise of a cart to kill Thee, was himself destroyed by
Thee. How come even the dust of his body was not to be seen? Most certainly, he
must have been absorbed in Thy Sublime Purity.

Dasakam: 042 -- Shlokam: 11

Oh Guruvayurappa ! May Thou who wert then showered with special auspicious
blessings by highly revered Brahmins and May Thou who delighted Vraja with Thy
childhood pranks, remove all my sorrows.

Dasakam: 043 -- Shlokam: 01

Oh Guruvayurappa ! Once, Thy mother Yasoda, who was holding Thee on her lap,
found Thy weight suddenly too heavy to bear. Putting Thee on the bed, she went about
her household work, mind highly agitated as to how this was happening and praying to
Thee.

Dasakam: 043 -- Shlokam: 02

At that time, there came a deafening sound from a long distance and the atmosphere
was enveloped in a huge cloud of dust rising upward. It was the demon chief
Trinavarta, (an ally of Kamsa) who came in the form of a whirlwind and lifted Thee, who
art the one who lifts the minds of people.
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Dasakam: 043 -- Shlokam: 03

The people of Gokula could see nothing due to the darkness caused by the thick cloud
of dust everywhere. Thy mother, not finding Thee, where she had left Thee, cried
bitterly and loudly.

Dasakam: 043 -- Shlokam: 04

At the same time, the demon chief, unable to bear the weight of Thy body, became
exhausted and with his speed gone, he came to a dead stop. Then the dust and uproar
having subsided, Thy mother's piteous wails were heard all over the village.

Dasakam: 043 -- Shlokam: 05

Hearing Yasoda's cries, the cowherds headed by Nanda, came there rushing and not
finding Thee, began to cry too. Meanwhile the tired demon wanted to let go of Thee,
but Thou, who blesses Thy devotees with liberation, did not release him and he fell
down from the sky.

Dasakam: 043 -- Shlokam: 06

Then the cowherds, tired of their own wails, saw a huge body fall on the rock outside.
Thyself, smiling contentedly, wert lying on the chest of the demon's, body, with no sign
of injury or exhaustion. It was a real miracle.

Dasakam: 043 -- Shlokam: 07

Owing to falling from a very great height on the rock, the demon'’s lifeless body had
been shattered. Thou sat on that wicked demon's body smiling broadly and beating it
with Thy lotuslike hand. The gopas came there and lifted Thee, like a blue gem from
the mountain.

Dasakam: 043 -- Shlokam: 08

Oh Lord ! | bow to Thee, who wert lifted, embraced and kissed by Nanda and other
cowherds, one by one, overwhelmed with joy. Perceiving the ardent desire of the
gopis, to do likewise, Thou leapt into their lotuslike hands.

This compilation of gist of Narayaneeyam shlokams prepared by Lalitha and
Sanatkumar for private circulation only.



Page 85 of 202

Dasakam: 043 -- Shlokam: 09

Thy parents and other relatives prayed to Thee, Lord Govinda, to protect Thee, as he
alone could remove the sorrows of his devotees. Thus they praised Thee, to protect
Thyself.

Dasakam: 043 -- Shlokam: 10

Oh Guruvayurappa ! Thou who destroyed the demon who came in the guise of the
wind, Can Thou not destroy my disease caused by wind (rheumatism) ? | beg Thee,
again and again to make me free of all ailments.

Dasakam: 044 -- Shlokam: 01

Oh Lord Omnipresent ! At Vasudeva's request, Sage Garga, well versed in the science
of astrology, came to Thy house, to conduct secretly, the ceremonial rites of birth for
Thee, who art beyond all ceremonies.

Dasakam: 044 -- Shlokam: 02
Then Nanda, full of joy and ardour to have these ceremonies performed for Thee,
welcomed this noble sage, as an honoured guest.

Dasakam: 044 -- Shlokam: 03

Sage Garga, being the preceptor of the Yadu clan, wished to perform these functions
under cover, out of fear of rousing Kamsa's suspicion. Accordingly, the sage, thrilled by
the prospect of naming Thee and Thy elder brother initiated the ceremonies.

Dasakam: 044 -- Shlokam: 04

How could he give thee a single name, when indeed Thou hast a thousand names and
even more countless ones. Oh Lord ! Thinking so, sage Garga, performed Thy naming
ceremony under cover.

Dasakam: 044 -- Shlokam: 05
Linking the root Krish and the suffix na, the sage named Thee Krishna, to denote that
Thou art the embodiment of everlasting existence and complete bliss, or as if to mean
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one who draws out all the sins of the world, or in other words one who purifies the
world.

Dasakam: 044 -- Shlokam: 06

Sage Garga, gave Thee other names also and explained in detail to Thy father the
inner significance of these names. Similarly he named Thy elder brother Rama and so
forth. Without revealing Thy divine identity, he told Thy father, that Thy powers and
qualities were well beyond that of ordinary mortals.

Dasakam: 044 -- Shlokam: 07

The noble sage, elaborated further on Thy glory, to Thy father, averring that,
whosoever showed affection to his son, would be free from Maya and worldly sorrows,
thereafter, but those who hated him would be destroyed.

Dasakam: 044 -- Shlokam: 08

The sage outlined Thy future exploits also, saying that Thou would conquer many
demons; that Thou would lead Thy kinsmen to that highest state of absolute bliss and
that the whole world would come to know of Thy untainted glory.

Dasakam: 044 -- Shlokam: 09
Without explicitly saying that Thou wert Hari himself, the sage reiterated that all
obstacles would be overcome by remaining steadfast in devotion to Thee.

Dasakam: 044 -- Shlokam: 10
Oh Guruvayurappa ! May Thou who wert blessed and showered with affection by
Nanda and others after sage Garga left, show mercy on me and save me.
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Dasakam: 045 -- Shlokam: 01

Oh Murari ! Thou along with Thy brother Balarama, crawled all over the house on Thy
hands and knees, lighting up the place most charmingly. Eager to hear the tinkling
sound of Thy anklet bells, on Thy lotus feet, the two of Thee, went roaming as fast as
Thou both could.

Dasakam: 045 -- Shlokam: 02

The gentle smile revealing the pearly white teeth, the curls of hair falling on the face,
the soles of the lotus feet showing while crawling and the bangles sliding down the
arms and resting on the wrists, with all these charming features, the two of Thee,
enthralled the hearts of the spectators.

Dasakam: 045 -- Shlokam: 03

Oh Vaasudeva ! How great was the ecstasy of the people who followed with indulgent,
expectant looks, Thee and Thy brother, as the two of Thee crawling rapidly, and
gurgling softly, turned Thy lotuslike faces and smiled charmingly at them.

Dasakam: 045 -- Shlokam: 04

In Thy attempts to move fast, the two of Thee would fall down and get mudstained; Thy
two mothers would come rushing there and cradling Thee both lovingly in their arms,
would kiss and caress Thee both repeatedly, while the unsullied (pure-hearted) sages
in the heavens, would sing Thy praises, smilingly.

Dasakam: 045 -- Shlokam: 05

Oh Thou who came in the guise of a delusive cowherd ! Yasoda, the most blessed of
all souls, would cradle Thee in her lap and suckle Thee at her breasts, overflowing with
milk, mind wavering with excitement; seeing Thy charming face, with the budding teeth
and bewitching smile, while feeding Thee, she would be overjoyed.
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Dasakam: 045 -- Shlokam: 06

Then, as Thou grew a little bigger and could walk steadily, Thou, along with other
cowherd children, in neighbouring houses, would play and engage in childish pranks
and mischief, chasing household pets, like parrots, cats and calves and would be
laughingly stopped by the gopas somehow.

Dasakam: 045 -- Shlokam: 07

Oh Murari ! Wherever Thou wandered, playing, with Thy brother Balarama,
(Haladhara), the gopis, oblivious of their household duties, forgetting their children and
servants, followed Thee, with star-struck eyes, bewildered and at the same time,
delighted by Thy charming appearance.

Dasakam: 045 -- Shlokam: 08

Having a desire to eat the fresh butter offered by the gopis, Thou sang sweet songs,
pronouncing the words indistinctly and sometimes danced too, exuding utmost charm.
Thou ate the fresh butter, the gopis kindly gave Thee and sometimes Thou drank the
freshly boiled milk offered by them.

Dasakam: 045 -- Shlokam: 09

Oh Lord ! In one of Thy earlier incarnations, as a Brahmin boy, Vamana, Thou had
gone to beg for land, to the house of Maha Bali, (who was powerful), a humiliation,
which Thou did not wish to undergo before these defenceless women and hence Thou
took to stealing curd and butter through Thy ingenious tricks in this most charming
incarnation of Thine.

Dasakam: 045 -- Shlokam: 10

Oh Gurvayurappa ! The gopis bore no illwill toward Thee for stealing their curds and
butter and they were never angry or unhappy for that, because Thou had stolen their
hearts and drowned them in the ocean of bliss. May Thou of such divine acts, save me
from disease.

Dasakam: 045 -- Shlokam: 11
Once, seeing the moon above the trees, Thou, thinking it to be a fruit, pestered Thy
parents to get it for Thee and being told by them in sport, to ask it to come down, and
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lo and behold, the moon descended straight into Thy hands as also the entire
collection of stars with which Thou attained Thy Virat Purusha form.

Dasakam: 045 -- Shlokam: 12

Thy father, struck speechless with wonder by this vision, had hardly seen it for a
moment, when Thou, drawing the veil of Maya, that cover of filial affection, before his
eyes, assumed Thy form of a child, the picture of innocence. May Thou who art the
embodiment of the Universe and that of Absolute Bliss, protect me from iliness.

Dasakam: 046 -- Shlokam: 01
Oh Lord ! Once, when, sucking at Thy mother's breast, Thou lying flat on her lap,
opened Thy mouth to yawn, the entire Universe was seen by Yasoda, in it.

Dasakam: 046 -- Shlokam: 02

Oh Lord of the Universe ! Another time, Thou, playing with other children, plucking
fruits, cheated them and ate the fruits gathered by them. Angry with Thee, they
complained to Thy mother that Thou had eaten mud.

Dasakam: 046 -- Shlokam: 03

Oh Lord Omnipresent ! Thy mother, fearing that Thou would become sick by
consuming mud, was angry with Thee, because she knew not that Thou, at the time of
the deluge swalloweth everything, like earth, water etc.

Dasakam: 046 -- Shlokam: 04
Oh Lord ! When Thy mother questioned Thee, whether Thou, her mischievous pet, had
eaten mud, Thou laughingly denied it emphatically.

Dasakam: 046 -- Shlokam: 05
Thy mother, not believing Thee, because all the other children had convinced her of it,
goaded Thee into opening Thy mouth which was like a fullblown lotus.
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Dasakam: 046 -- Shlokam: 06

Then Thy mother, who expected to see a small ball of mud, was granted a revelation of
not only the whole earth but all the other worlds too, by Thee, as if to satisfy her
curiosity.

Dasakam: 046 -- Shlokam: 07

In Thy open mouth, she saw forests and oceans on one side; the sky, space and the
nether regions on the other; elsewhere she saw humans, demons and gods; oh what
all did she not see in there !

Dasakam: 046 -- Shlokam: 08

She saw Thy manifold forms in Thy mouth; reclining majestically in the milky ocean;
then reigning supreme in that glorious Vaikunta; yet again in front of her as her own
son; oh how many different forms of Thee did she not see in Thy mouth !

Dasakam: 046 -- Shlokam: 09

In that mouth, where the whole universe shone clearly, she saw yet another similar
face and open mouth, with the whole universe shining in it; within that yet another
mouth, displaying the whole universe and thus an endless revelation of Thy infinite
quality. Wonderful indeed.

Dasakam: 046 -- Shlokam: 10

Thus, for a brief moment Yasoda, was given a taste of the Absolute Truth, but in the
next instant she was shrouded in that Maya, of filial love, as Thou climbed on to her
lap, asking for milk. Oh Lord ! who took the form of that wonderful child, please protect
me.

Dasakam: 047 -- Shlokam: 01
Once, Thou, thirsting for breast milk from Thy mother, who was churning curds,
stopped her halfway and climbed on to her lap and started sucking her breasts.
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Dasakam: 047 -- Shlokam: 02

Oh Lord ! When Thou wert happily engaged in sucking her breasts, which were like
lotus buds, with Thy lotus mouth, smiling contentedly, Thy mother, seeing the milk
overflowing into the fire, got up hastily, to attend to it, leaving Thee in half feed.

Dasakam: 047 -- Shlokam: 03
Oh Lord ! Thy mind filled with anger, at being abandoned by her in the midst of Thy
feed, Thou, took the churning rod and broke the pot of curds.

Dasakam: 047 -- Shlokam: 04

Hearing the loud shattering sound (of the pot being broken), Thy mother, who came
there running, found the curd spreading all over the floor, like Thy fame, which spreads
everywhere.

Dasakam: 047 -- Shlokam: 05

Thou, who art sought after through Vedic paths, could not be seen by her,though she
searched for Thee in anger, all over. Finally, Thy blessed mother found Thee, sitting on
the wooden mortar, giving butter to the cat.

Dasakam: 047 -- Shlokam: 06

Then apprehending Thee, who had put on an expression of fake fear, on Thy radiant
lotus-like face, she, red-faced with anger, took a rope to tie Thee, in front of her friends.
Oh how foolish of her to think of tying Thee who unties the bonds of all !

Dasakam: 047 -- Shlokam: 07

Yasoda wanted to tie Thee with the ropes, physically, whereas (Thy devotees), the
good and virtuous, wish to be bound to Thee, with the rope of love. Tying together
numerous strands of rope, she still fell two inches short of the required length of rope to
bind Thee.
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Dasakam: 047 -- Shlokam: 08

Oh Hari ! As her efforts to bind Thee repeatedly failed, Yasoda, became tired and was
sweating profusely all over, while her friends watched her with smiles of amusement on
their faces. Taking pity on her, Thou, who art the embodiment of eternal freedom,
permitted her to bind Thee. Oh wonder of wonders !

Dasakam: 047 -- Shlokam: 09

Having achieved her aim at last, Yasoda, went back to the house, determined to leave
Thee in that state for sometime. But Thou sat there happily eating the butter, Thou had
earlier hidden in the hollow of the mortar.

Dasakam: 047 -- Shlokam: 10

Oh Lord ! who art Omnipresent, Only those who have cut the rope,(pasa), of material
desire, are able to attain Thee easily; then how could Yasoda bind Thee with the rope
(pasa) of worldly attachment? Oh Guruvayurappa ! May Thou who wert praised thus by
the gods in heaven, save me from my maladies.

Dasakam: 048 -- Shlokam: 01

The gods in heaven were delighted to refer to Thee as Damodara, meaning the one
with the rope around the stomach; Thou, with Thy supple midriff, remained at ease tied
to the mortar, when Thy eyes lighted upon two Kakubha trees, closeby.

Dasakam: 048 -- Shlokam: 02

Nalakoobera and Manigreeva, the two famous sons of Kubera, acquired great wealth
and prosperity by worshipping Lord Siva.. Becoming very proud and arrogant, because
of their immense wealth, they frittered away their time in sensual pleasures, with no
thought of Thee.

Dasakam: 048 -- Shlokam: 03

Once, while they were bathing naked in the holy Ganges, engaged in romantic
interludes with some singing maidens, and were fully drunk with liquor and arrogance,
they were seen by sage Narada, who worships only Thy feet.
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Dasakam: 048 -- Shlokam: 04

Seeing the sage, their beloved female companions, gathered up their clothes, in panic,
and left the place. Even then these two sons of Kubera, still intoxicated by liquor, did
not come to their senses. Sage Narada, therefore cursed them so that they would
regain unmitigated devotion to Thee, and obtain peace of mind. Without a calm mind,
happiness will be totally absent.

Dasakam: 048 -- Shlokam: 05

Sage Narada, cursed them to turn into Kakubha trees and remain in that state for a
long time, and to regain their original form only after seeing Lord Hari. Thus cursed, the
two brothers appeared as two Kakubha trees in the vicinity of Vraja, and were eagerly
waiting for Thy advent.

Dasakam: 048 -- Shlokam: 06

Dragging the mortar, Thou moved steadily and purposefully toward those two trees,
already worn out at the roots due to age; entering between them with the mortar behind
Thee, Thou made them fall by the mortar getting entangled in their roots.

Dasakam: 048 -- Shlokam: 07
Oh Govinda ! No sooner were the two trees uprrooted, than there appeared from them
two radiant Yakshas singing hymns of Thy glory.

Dasakam: 048 -- Shlokam: 08

Here, (in Thy Krishna incarnation), even those who worship other deities, will
eventually become devoted to Thee. Thus by the blessing of Sage Narada, these two
devotees of Rudra, finally took shelter at Thy feet, and asking only for the boon of
everlasting devotion to Thee, went back to their abode.
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Dasakam: 048 -- Shlokam: 09

Hearing the shattering din of the uprooted trees, the entire Gopa community came
rushing there in panic and Thou, the liberator of all from bondage, wert untied by
Nanda, who looked (reprovingly) at Yasoda, appearing shamefaced (for her foolish
act).

Dasakam: 048 -- Shlokam: 10

Wondering aloud that the child was unharmed in the midst of the uprooted trees and
thanking Lord Hari for his grace, Nanda carried Thee back into the house. Oh
Guruvayurappa ! May Thou of such miracles, save me from my troubles.

Dasakam: 049 -- Shlokam: 01

The falling of the trees and other such incidents, which had no rational explanation,
disturbed the minds of the Gopas, who felt these were bad omens, as they were not
aware of Thy divine glory and power; so they decided to move out of Gokula.

Dasakam: 049 -- Shlokam: 02

Then, an elderly, respected Gopa, known as Upananda, prompted by Thee from within,
suggested migrating to the fertile and charming forest region of Brindaavana, situated
to the west of their present homeland.

Dasakam: 049 -- Shlokam: 03
Then Nanda and others, full of enthusiasm, abandoning their present dwelling place,
set out for that dense forest region, trudging behind that big cart, in which Thou wert
seated along with Thy mother.

Dasakam: 049 -- Shlokam: 04

The rhythmic sounds of the rolling carts and the clattering of the hooves of the cows,
and Thy sweet incoherent baby prattle, made the journey so enjoyable that nobody
knew how long the road to Brindaavana was.
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Dasakam: 049 -- Shlokam: 05

Oh Lord ! Thou wert overjoyed to see Brindaavana with its bunches of jasmine
creepers in full bloom and the abundance of blossoming Kunda trees. The lush green
grassland looked like a floor paved with emeralds.

Dasakam: 049 -- Shlokam: 06

Separate new houses were built in the shape of a half moon and the gopas settled
down comfortably in their various homes. Then, Thou, along with the other gopa
children, wandered leisurely around that forest, enraptured by its beautiful scenery.

Dasakam: 049 -- Shlokam: 07

The river Kaalindi, (daughter of Kalinda), (also known as Yamuna), with its crystal-clear
water, flowing in and out in a winding zigzag path, vibrating with the chattering of the
swans sounding like interesting discussions, and the dense growth of blooming
lotuses, on its surface seeming to impart an ever smiling face to it, filled Thy heart with

J0y.

Dasakam: 049 -- Shlokam: 08

And Thy eyes feasted on the Govardhana mountain, resounding with the cries of
numerous peacocks, and shining with a multitude of colours, due to the rays emanating
from precious stones and its lofty peaks reaching to the sky, seeming to touch the
world of Brahma.

Dasakam: 049 -- Shlokam: 09
Wherever Thou wandered with the gopa children, in and out of that forest, the winding
river Kaalindi, appeared, like a love-smitten maiden, eagerly awaiting Thy coming.

Dasakam: 049 -- Shlokam: 10

Oh Guruvayurappa ! May Thou who wandered in that forest, with a grassland most
suitable for rearing cattle, along with Balarama and other gopa children, tending the
calves, guard me against disease.
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Dasakam: 050 -- Shlokam: 01

Oh Gracious Lord ! In that beautiful Brindaavana, with hordes of honeybees buzzing
around, Thy resplendent form, armed with the horn, flute and stick, wandering about
with Balarama, (carrier of the plough) and other cowherd children, ardently tending the
calves, was a sight most pleasing to the eyes.

Dasakam: 050 -- Shlokam: 02

Oh Lord of Lakshmi ! When Thy two feet, which protect the entire universe and which
are fondled lovingly by the lotus-like hands of Lakshmi, touched the sacred
Brindaavana, the entire surroundings, including the trees, creepers, water, earth,
mountains, soil, fields and all else, became most fertile and productive, teeming with
wealth and prosperity.

Dasakam: 050 -- Shlokam: 03

Thou roamed about, playing the flute, while tending the calf herds on the lush green
grasslands in the forest, or on the banks of the broad Yamuna river, wafted by the
gentle cool wind, or on the peaks of the lofty Govardhana mountain. On one such
occasion, Thou spotted a demon in the guise of a calf.

Dasakam: 050 -- Shlokam: 04

As he was waiting for the opportunity to attack Thee, with his tail wagging fast and his
neck slightly turned, and a sly look on his face, Thou, grabbed his feet and lifting him
up, rapidly spun him round and round, until he was dead. Thou,flung his dead body on
to a huge tree, closeby.

Dasakam: 050 -- Shlokam: 05

Oh Hari ! That powerful demon, evilminded by birth, fell with a mighty crash (regaining
his original huge form) on to the trees, squashing the trees by the momentum of his fall
and ruining the forest region all round. At once the gods in heaven, gathered together

and rained flowers on Thy head.

Dasakam: 050 -- Shlokam: 06
The cowherd children were curious to know wherefrom this bunch of sweet-scented
flowers fell on Thy head. Thou, jestingly told them that the impact of the demon's body
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on the treetops, when Thou threw him, had sent the flower bunches flying upward and
that they were slowly coming down now.

Dasakam: 050 -- Shlokam: 07

Then, on one very hot day in the summer season, Thou, along with others, went to the
river Yamuna, to quench Thy thirst. There, Thou espied the demon Baka in the form of
a huge crane, flapping its wings and looking like another Mount Kailas, whose wings
Indra had forgotten to clip, when he cut off the wings of mountains.

Dasakam: 050 -- Shlokam: 08

As the cowherd children were drinking water, the crane rushed to Thy side and
gobbled Thee whole; but instantly he threw Thee out as though he had swallowed fire.
Then he tried to tear Thee apart, with his long beak; Oh Almighty Lord ! Thou, who art
accomplished in destroying the cruel and evil, quickly caught hold of the two ends of
his beak and split him apart.

Dasakam: 050 -- Shlokam: 09

Thus, that demon Baka, went to Yamaloka or the abode of death, as if eager to meet
his dead sister Poothana, already there, or as if to look forward to welcoming his
younger brother, Agha, (who would soon follow him in like manner). Then, while the
gods were showering flowers on Thee from the sky, Thou returned home from
Brindaavana.

Dasakam: 050 -- Shlokam: 10

Hearing the sweet, lilting notes of music from Thy flute, even while Thou wert still at a
distance, the gopis came flocking to Thy side, full of delight. Oh Souri ! who resides at
Guruvayur, May Thou who wert a source of joy to Thy mother Yasoda and Thy father
Nanda, remove all my afflictions.

Dasakam: 051 -- Shlokam: 01

Once, Oh Lord ! Thou decided to go on a picnic, along with the cowherd children,
setting out very early in the morning, with the parcel of tasty dishes and snacks, all of
Thee went, taking the calf herds of different kinds along.
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Dasakam: 051 -- Shlokam: 02

As Thou walked toward the forest, the holy dust raised by Thy pair of lotus feet, which
is sacred enough to purify the three worlds, was collected by the great sages, and was
rubbed on their bodies with enthusiasm and ecstasy, and Thy appearance was
celebrated by them as a grand, festive occasion.

Dasakam: 051 -- Shlokam: 03

Oh Lord Omnipotent ! While Thou, along with the other children, wert engaged in
tending the calves grazing on the lush green grassland, the demon Agha, assuming
the form of a deadly python, all of a sudden, waylaid Thee, with the intention of
harming Thy person.

Dasakam: 051 -- Shlokam: 04

The python, with his huge mountainlike form and his mouth wide open like a cave was
lying in wait on the path of the cowherd children, who, eager to play in the forest,
entered the open hollow of its mouth, (unsuspectingly), whilst Thou wert still a short
distance away from them.

Dasakam: 051 -- Shlokam: 05

Oh Lord ! The cowherd children, who, unthinkingly, entered the entrails of the snake,
along with their calf herds began to get scorched by the unbearable heat inside. Thou,
realising the gravity of the situation, entered the python's mouth at once, to save Thy
friends in need.

Dasakam: 051 -- Shlokam: 06

On entering the serpent's mouth, Thou inflated Thy body in his throat, to such a great
extent that he became breathless and started writhing in agony; instantly, Thou,
wrenched open his thick neck, and emerged, along with the cowherds and their calves.

Dasakam: 051 -- Shlokam: 07
Then, a brilliant ball of light which came out of the demon's body, remained suspended
in the air momentarily, and as soon as Thou emerged from his body, quickly entered
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Thy form and was absorbed in Thee. This was a miracle indeed, which made the gods
in heaven dance and sing (Thy praise).

Dasakam: 051 -- Shlokam: 08

Then, followed by the gods Brahma and others, who were full of amazement, Thou,
and Thy friends, went to a different spot at noon, and celebrated the picnic, with all the
tasty dishes and snacks.

Dasakam: 051 -- Shlokam: 09

Tucking the horn and flute in Thy waist, Thou holding the morsel of eatables in Thy
lotus hand, regaled the children with funny jokes, making them laugh heartily; seeing
this, the gods sang Thy praises in delight.

Dasakam: 051 -- Shlokam: 10

Oh Lord of the Universe enshrined in Guruvayur ! The noble gods extolled Thee,
expressing their wonder at the fact that eating a humble meal in the company of the
cowherds, seemed to be more pleasing to Thee, than partaking the sacrificial offerings
with the gods in heaven. Oh Lord of such virtues ! Please save me from my troubles.

Dasakam: 052 -- Shlokam: 01

Witnessing the indisputable power of Thy glory, during the liberation of the demon
Agha, hitherto not seen in any of Thy other incarnations, Brahma, with his mind
determined to test Thee, used his power of delusion, (Maya), and caused the calf
herds to disappear from view.

Dasakam: 052 -- Shlokam: 02

Seeing the agitation of the cowherd children at the disappearance of the calves, Thou,
leaving Thy meal unfinished, went in search of the calves, as if to comply with
Brahma's purpose. Brahma used this opportunity to hide also, the children who were in
the midst of their meal, (with his same power of Maya).
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Dasakam: 052 -- Shlokam: 03

In order to deal with this tricky situation, Thou, assumed the forms of all the calf herds,
the various cowherd children, and even that of inanimate objects, like the utensils, curd
pots and pans, the flute, horn etc. and as before frolicked and played in the forest the
whole day, and returned to the village in the evening.

Dasakam: 052 -- Shlokam: 04

Thou, who wert in the form of calves and cowherd lads, carried Thy ownself in the
forms of the various pots, pans, horn etc. and wert welcomed in great delight by the
mothers of the cowherd boys and the mothercows of the calves, in these manifold
forms.

Dasakam: 052 -- Shlokam: 05

It is not at all surprising that these women and cows were filled with ecstasy on seeing
these forms of Thee. Any human being who begets a certain soul as his own child,
shows unlimited affection towards that child, owing to his egoistic pride. Then how
much more joy and pride these women and cows would not have felt in acquiring the
Supreme Soul as their own son or calf ?

Dasakam: 052 -- Shlokam: 06

With their rapture, growing every moment the cowherd clan, caressed and pampered
Thee, in these manifold forms for a whole year, and even Thy brother Balarama, was
able to detect the secret only after that. Undoubtedly, though both of Thee are
manifestations of the Supreme Soul, there is a very great difference between Thou and
him.

Dasakam: 052 -- Shlokam: 07

At the close of one year, Brahma, was extremely perplexed to see the two sets of old
and new calves and cowherd boys; more so as he could not tell the difference between
the two sets. Thou, wishing to dispel his confusion, showed to him, each and everyone
of Thy new forms, adorned with crown, shoulder ornaments etc. and having four arms
and the radiance of the rainbearing clouds.
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Dasakam: 052 -- Shlokam: 08

Moreover, Brahma had a vision of everyone of these forms of Thee being fondled and
waited upon by Goddess Lakshmi; everyone of them reclining on the bed of the
serpent Adisesha; each form with eyes shut in the trance of Yogic sleep; each form
being worshipped by the sages Sanaka and others; seeing all these charming poses,
Brahma was convinced of Thy identity.

Dasakam: 052 -- Shlokam: 09

Overwhelmed by seeing these countless forms of Narayana, and himself as an
attendant of all these forms, Brahma was drowned in Maya. In order to dispel his
delusion, Thou revealed Thy form of a year ago, standing alone with a half-eaten
morsel of food in Thy hand.

Dasakam: 052 -- Shlokam: 10

Oh Lord ! Then Brahma, with his pride, destroyed, bowed down to Thee,
repeatedly,and singing Thy praises, heartily, left for his abode (Satyaloka). Thou came
back to Brindaavana, with all the calves and cowherd lads, who were most happy. Oh
Guruvayurappa ! May Thou save me from illness.

Dasakam: 053 -- Shlokam: 01

Oh Lord of the Universe ! With Thy childhood stage ending at five years of age, Thou
came to the endearing stage of boyhood (from six to ten years of age) and started to
rear cows instead of calves, with great enthusiasm.

Dasakam: 053 -- Shlokam: 02

Oh Lord of Guruvayur ! Thou, who incarnated for the protection of the earth (Gotra),
most befittingly, took up the task of protecting the cows (Gotra), at this stage. (The
word Gotra is used here in both senses.)

Dasakam: 053 -- Shlokam: 03

Once, while wandering leisurely in the forest, with Thy brother, Balarama, enjoying the
beautiful scenery, Thy comrade Sridaama, wished to visit the forest spot of
Dhenukavana. So Thou accompanied him there, with joy.
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Dasakam: 053 -- Shlokam: 04

Complying with Thy wishes, Balarama, forcefully shook the tall palm trees in that
orchard, by which, clumps of fruits, both raw and ripe fell to the earth, scattering in all
directions. Hearing that sound, the demon Dhenuka, in the form of an ass appeared
there.

Dasakam: 053 -- Shlokam: 05

Considering the fact that Thou art the protector of the cows, Thou felt that it would not
be proper for Thee to kill the demon called Dhenuka, (meaning cow) and hence, Thou
entrusted the task of destroying this demon, who was an enemy of the gods, to Thy
elder brother, who accomplished this job.

Dasakam: 053 -- Shlokam: 06

Immediately, the attendants of that demon came to attack Thee in the guise of jackals.
Oh Lord ! Thou, along with Thy elder brother, lifted them playfully as if they were jambu
fruits and effortlessly threw them on to the palm trees.

Dasakam: 053 -- Shlokam: 07

When Thou began to destroy that army of jackals or jambukas, Varuna, the rain-god
was filled with fear, as he was also known by the name Jambuka. So he preferred to let
that name remain only in the Vedas, and not to be used in customary speech.

Dasakam: 053 -- Shlokam: 08

Oh Murari ! The gods in heaven praised Thee, exulting that the fruit of Thy incarnation
had been acquired. Thou, jestingly, agreed with them saying that the jambu fruits had
fallen down and ate them with the children.

Dasakam: 053 -- Shlokam: 09

Eating those big, luscious fruits, dripping with sweet syrup, to their heart's content, the
children gathered the remaining bunches of fruits to take home, feeling quite happy
and proud. Accompanied by them, Thou reached home.
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Dasakam: 053 -- Shlokam: 10

Oh Lord ! Partaking the sweet fruits brought by the children, all the people (in the
village), exulted over the killing of the demon, Dhenuka, by Thee, and wished Thee
success, prosperity and a long life in loud tones. Oh Guruvayurappa ! May Thou who
wert praised thus, protect me from afflictions.

Dasakam: 054 -- Shlokam: 01

Long ago, a sage called Soubhari, who wished to serve Thee, was doing penance,
immersed in the waters of the river Kaalindi, for twelve years. During this time he
became deeply attached to the shoals of fish, indulging in romantic sports, in the
waters around him. Then, one day he saw Garuda, in person, in front of him.

Dasakam: 054 -- Shlokam: 02

Thy vehicle, Garuda, the son of Triksha, started eating the fish as he was very hungry.
Enraged by this sight, the sage cursed Garuda to lose his life, if he tried to eat any
living creature again, in that region.

Dasakam: 054 -- Shlokam: 03

Meanwhile, the serpent, Kaaliya, who was very vain of the deadly poison in his body,
ate the portion of food allotted to the enemy of serpents (viz. Garuda). Overcome by
anger, Garuda, who is a devotee of Thy lotus-like feet, attacked him with his wings and
chased him. So Kaaliya took refuge in that part of the river Kaalindi, which was out of
bounds for Garuda, due to the sage's curse.

Dasakam: 054 -- Shlokam: 04

The waters of the river Yamuna, in the portion inhabited by the dreadful Kaaliya,
became contaminated by the viciousness of his deadly poison, destroying the trees on
the river bank, and causing the flights of birds, overflying it, to fall down dead. By all
these events, Thy mind was filled with mercy.
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Dasakam: 054 -- Shlokam: 05

Once, Thou had gone to the forest region, near the river Yamuna, without Balarama.
The cows and cowherds, feeling intensely thirsty, due to the unbearable summer heat,
drank the poisonous water of the river, Yamuna.

Dasakam: 054 -- Shlokam: 06
Oh Achyuta ! Seeing them all collapsing lifeless, on the ground, Thou, full of
compassion, cast the nectar of Thy glances on them and resuscitated them at once.

Dasakam: 054 -- Shlokam: 07

Revived thus, the hosts of cowherds, got up, and feeling thrills of rapture all over their
body, marvelled at the turn of events. Seeing Thee in front of them, and, perceiving
that it was another miracle of Thine, since they had witnessed many such before, they
warmly embraced Thee.

Dasakam: 054 -- Shlokam: 08

Similarly, the cows too, which had regained their lives, instantly, full of delight at seeing
Thee in front of them, rallied round Thee, expressing their gratitude, by shedding tears
of joy and mooing in soft tones.

Dasakam: 054 -- Shlokam: 09

Oh Mukunda ! The cowherds, with their hairs standing on end and the thrills of ecstasy
vibrating through their body, could not find words to express their feelings. They
thought it was due to the strange effect of the poison. They praised and thanked Thee
profusely, with joy.

Dasakam: 054 -- Shlokam: 10

In this manner, Thou art capable of reviving Thy devotees, even if they are dead, and
nourishing them back to health, with Thy gracious glances. Oh Guruvayurappa of such
boundless mercy ! May Thou guard me against iliness.
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Dasakam: 055 -- Shlokam: 01

Oh Lord ! Determined to drive away that deadly serpent from the river, Thou, quickly,
climbed on to the Kadamba tree, on the river bank, with all its leaves dried up, owing to
the poisonous air around it.

Dasakam: 055 -- Shlokam: 02

Thou placed Thy feet, which had a pleasing radiance, akin to that of fresh, tender
saplings, on the tree trunk and climbing to the top, plunged into the swirling, deep
waters of the river, full of dreadful surging waves and went far down below.

Dasakam: 055 -- Shlokam: 03

Owing to the fact that Thou support the weight of the three worlds, Thy body sank deep
into the river, making the waters rise upward with a thunderous sound, submerging the
land on both banks to a distance of a hundred bowlengths.

Dasakam: 055 -- Shlokam: 04

The deep whirling swells, generated in the agitated waters, in all directions, due to Thy
plunging into it, and the deafening uproar, which accompanied it, enraged the serpent
lord (Kaaliya), and he emerged from the waters, and approached Thee.

Dasakam: 055 -- Shlokam: 05

The serpent, with its thousand hoods, hissing in a deadly manner, producing fiery
sparks and spewing out, its vicious, poisonous venom, appeared like a multi-peaked
mountain of mascara (eye salve), in front of Thee.

Dasakam: 055 -- Shlokam: 06

With its eyes flaming and its breath emitting deadly poisonous fumes, generating
intense heat all round, that serpent lord, bit Thee hard, but finding Thee unmoved,
wrapped itself tightly around Thee, who hath unlimited power and strength. Quite
amazing, indeed.
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Dasakam: 055 -- Shlokam: 07

While the cowherd boys and cows, waitng on the banks were getting worried and
restless, by Thy disappearance into the river, the grownups in the village, sighting
many evil omens in their houses, came to the river Yamuna, in haste.

Dasakam: 055 -- Shlokam: 08

Oh Lord Omnipotent ! Seeing Thy condition, all of them, overcome by grief, decided to
give up their life, when, all of a sudden, Thou, freeing Thyself from the deadly grip of
the serpent, rose above the waters, smiling nonchalantly.

Dasakam: 055 -- Shlokam: 09

Then, stepping on to the hoods of the serpent lord, Thou, danced with Thy radiant
delicate feet, to the tinkle of Thy anklet bells, rhyming with the sweet jingle of the
bangles on Thy hands.

Dasakam: 055 -- Shlokam: 10

Seeing Thee dancing, the cowherds exulted; the sages were delighted; and the gods in
heaven sent a shower of flowers. Oh Guruvayurappa of such glory ! May Thou save
me from incurable diseases.

Dasakam: 056 -- Shlokam: 01

Oh Lord ! The celestial maidens sang melodiously and the gods beat the drums in tune
to that, while Thou danced for a long long time, with Thy adorable ear rings, dangling
back and forth, on the hoods of the serpent.

Dasakam: 056 -- Shlokam: 02

Oh Hari ! Letting off those hoods of Kaaliya, which bowed down and stepping
vigorously with Thy lotus-like feet on those which were raised, Thou danced for long, to
the musical rhythmic beat of Thy hands with utmost charm.
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Dasakam: 056 -- Shlokam: 03

Oh Madhava ! When at long last, the serpent lord, with his array of hoods bent down
and subdued by Thy rhythmic treading, was thoroughly worn out, and the waters round
him had turned red by the blood flowing from his hoods, his wives came and prostrated
at Thy feet.

Dasakam: 056 -- Shlokam: 04

The serpent women, who had in the remote past heard of Thy glory, and who had
dedicated their minds to Thee, ever since then, now sang hymns of praise, which were
full of devotion and knowledge, that could not be comprehended even by illustrious
sages, and which came to them naturally, without any inhibition.

Dasakam: 056 -- Shlokam: 05

Oh Achyuta ! Seeing the outpouring of devotion from the serpent lord's wives, Thy
mind was filled with pity and Thou, released him, granting him life. He showed his
gratitude by prostrating at Thy feet, in total surrender.

Dasakam: 056 -- Shlokam: 06

Thou advised him to go to the Ramanaka island, located in the central part of the
ocean, where he would not be troubled by his enemy, Garuda. Following Thy advice,
with due respect, the serpent lord, departed along with the other snakes.

Dasakam: 056 -- Shlokam: 07

Adorned with the sets of precious stones, brilliant necklaces and silk garments,
presented by the serpent king's wives, Thou, were reunited at dusk, with Thy own
people, waiting on the banks (of the Yamuna), shedding tears of joy.

Dasakam: 056 -- Shlokam: 08

Then as darkness fell, the Gopas could not return to their homes in the village. So they
took refuge at Thy feet and spent the night in the forest nearby. Then, all of a sudden,
a forest fire surrounded them.
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Dasakam: 056 -- Shlokam: 09

Scorched by the intense heat, the cowherds, came awake and wailed pitifully, to be
saved. Wishing to protect them, Thou, instantly, swallowed the raging fire in one gulp.
What is so amazing about this ? Fire is indeed Thy mouth (in Thy cosmic
Viratapurusha form).

Dasakam: 056 -- Shlokam: 10

Oh Hari ! The cowherds, overcome with joy, praised Thee, marvelling that, yellowness
(peethatha), which was an attribute of fire only as a colour till now, had now become an
essence of it by the act of being drunk (peethatha) also by the lord. Oh Guruvayurappa
I May Thou who wert extolled thus, remove my diseases as also the sins which cause
them.

Dasakam: 057 -- Shlokam: 01
Oh Lord who fulfils all our heart's desires ! One day Thou went to the forest, decked in
all Thy brilliant finery, along with Balarama and the cows and the cowherd children.

Dasakam: 057 -- Shlokam: 02

Revealing to Balarama, the pure, scenic beauty of Brindaavana, of Thy own will, and
sporting with the children, carrying sticks, Thou came near the banyan tree, called
Bhaandeeraka.

Dasakam: 057 -- Shlokam: 03
Then the wicked, ruthless demon Pralamba, possessed of long hands, came towards
Thee, in the form of a cowherd, with the intention of killing Thee.

Dasakam: 057 -- Shlokam: 04

Pretending to be ignorant of his evil intention and his disguise to cheat Thee, Thou
befriended him and began to play the game of duel fight, organised by the smart
cowherd boys, near the banyan tree.
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Dasakam: 057 -- Shlokam: 05

Oh Lord ! Dividing the cowherd boys into two teams, one captained by Balarama and
the other by Thee, Thou, allowed the demon, who was afraid of Thy strength, to play in
Thy team.

Dasakam: 057 -- Shlokam: 06

In accordance with the rules of the game, that the winner should be carried on the back
of the loser, Thou, who lost the fight, carried Thy best friend, Sridaama, (who was in
the winning team), on Thy back, thus demonstrating Thy affection for Thy devotees.

Dasakam: 057 -- Shlokam: 07

Oh Lord of Infinite Glory ! As the game progressed, those boys who lost were the
bearers and those who won were borne by them. Pralamba, who was defeated by
Balarama, carried him a long way off, being afraid of Thee.

Dasakam: 057 -- Shlokam: 08

Seeing that he had been carried a long distance away from Thee, Balarama, increased
the weight of his body as much as he could. The demon, (unable to bear the weight),
donned his real form, seeing which, even the powerful Balarama, was alarmed.

Dasakam: 057 -- Shlokam: 09

As the demon was very tall, Balarama, seated on his shoulders, saw Thy face clearly,
even from that distance and with his fear gone, by sighting Thee, he struck that most
cruel of demons with his sturdy fist and crushed him, instantly.

Dasakam: 057 -- Shlokam: 10

Thou embraced Balarama, who came back after killing that demon fighter, most
affectionately. The gods in heaven, poured a shower of flowers on both Thy heads, as
Thou stood together.
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Dasakam: 057 -- Shlokam: 11

Oh Hari ! Oh Lord, who art the Support of the Worlds, shining with the lustre of black
bees ! Oh Guruvayurappa who destroyed Pralamba thus ! May Thou, soon remove my
afflictions, without further loss of time.

Dasakam: 058 -- Shlokam: 01

Whilst Thou wert preoccupied in sports activities with the cowherd boys and the killing
of Pralamba, which followed, the cows, wandering at will, and going in search of
greener pastures, came to the forest called Isheeka.

Dasakam: 058 -- Shlokam: 02

Venturing out of Brindaavana, where the intensity of summer had not yet become
unbearable, those cows wandered into the forestland outside and became extremely
thirsty, due to the scorching heat of the summer season. Added to that, being
separated from Thee, made them feel desolate and forlorn and so they stood
paralysed and numb.

Dasakam: 058 -- Shlokam: 03

Oh Souri ! Thou, searching far and wide, with Thy companions for the cows, espied
them in the Munja forest, wandering aimlessly, having lost their way. When Thou,
hastened Thy steps to retrieve them, a forest fire broke out, engulfing them all round,
spreading very fast. How unfortunate, indeed.

Dasakam: 058 -- Shlokam: 04

As the forest fire raged furiously, with the terrible sound of cracking timber,all round,
the cows found their escape route blocked on all sides and were in agony,as if half
burnt. Bellowing piteously, to be saved, they sought refuge in Thee, Oh Lord, who art
the sole remover of distress, and who art the friend of all the world.
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Dasakam: 058 -- Shlokam: 05

Asking them not to be afraid and to shut their eyes, Thou pacified them. Complying
with Thy request, they closed their eyes and an instant later, to their great amazement
(when they opened their eyes again), they found themselves in the Bhaandeera region,
with no sign of the forest fire or the Munja forest.

Dasakam: 058 -- Shlokam: 06

Expressing great wonder at this Maya, of Thine and praying ardently for Thy ever
growing glory, the cowherds praised Thee. Accepting their praises with a gracious
smile, Thou, indulging in various charming sports, roamed about in that pleasant forest
region, where the summer season could be recognised only by the blossoming of the
Patala trees and suchlike (as the intensity of heat could not be felt there).

Dasakam: 058 -- Shlokam: 07

Thou spent the summer season, which is intensely hot like the agony of those who
hate Thee, and which, like Thy devotion, dries up the mud of sin, within the heart, and
which like Thy long-reaching arm is capable of emitting the lustre of heat, in the vicinity
of the river Yamuna.

Dasakam: 058 -- Shlokam: 08

Then Thou spent the rainy season, which brings joy to the whole world, with its cluster
of clouds, glowing like Thy form and its brilliant lightning sparks, dazzling like Thy
yellow robe, in the caves of the mountains, in comfort and happiness.

Dasakam: 058 -- Shlokam: 09

Oh Lord of Lords ! Thou, Almighty, who wert living in those caves, wert worshipped
daily by the king of mountains, Govardhana, with songs of praise in the form of the
joyous calls of peacocks and with bunches of flowers, blossoming on the Kutaja and
Kadamba trees.
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Dasakam: 058 -- Shlokam: 10

Then Thou enjoyed the Sarath season, with its copious flow of water, crystal clear, like
the minds of Thy devotees, tending the cows in the fertile grasslands of the forest,
allowing them to graze happily all over. Oh Guruvayurappa of such sports ! May Thou
bless me with good health.

Dasakam: 059 -- Shlokam: 01

The Gopis were extremely fascinated by Thy appearance, as beautiful as a fresh
Kalaya flower, multiplying love and infatuating all and which is the integrated form of
truth, intellect and bliss (sat, chit and ananda), or in other words the Supreme Truth,
the Para Brahman.

Dasakam: 059 -- Shlokam: 02

Oh Hari ! The Gopikas, with their minds invaded by Cupid, (Manmatha) the god of love,
wishing to have a glimpse of Thee, at all times and places, could not bear Thy leaving
for the forest at dawn.

Dasakam: 059 -- Shlokam: 03

After Thy departure, those deer-eyed lasses, with their eyes riveted in Thy direction
and their mind following Thy path to the forest, were overjoyed to hear the melodious
strains of Thy flute from a distance and passed the time talking of Thy divine sports.

Dasakam: 059 -- Shlokam: 04
On reaching the forest, Thou, standing under the pleasant shade of a tree, with Thy
right foot, slightly elevated and placed across the left, started to play the flute.

Dasakam: 059 -- Shlokam: 05

Oh Lord ! The music from Thy flute, set the hearts of the celestial maidens fluttering,
due to the piercing of Cupid's arrows, made the kingdom of beasts and birds to come
to a standstill and even the stones to melt.
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Dasakam: 059 -- Shlokam: 06

Those cowherd maidens, though unable to see Thee, in physical form, could very well
visualise in their mind, Thy nimble petal-like fingers, flitting over the holes of the flute,
and Thy sprig-like feet, beating in time with the tune, and by simply imagining this
charming posture of Thine, they swooned in rapture.

Dasakam: 059 -- Shlokam: 07

They considered the heavenly beings, the birds, beasts and cows and the very ground
on which Thou walked in the forest, to be the most blessed of all, as they were
fortunate enough to see Thee, unhindered and unobstructed.

Dasakam: 059 -- Shlokam: 08

These lovelorn lasses, longed to taste the nectar of Thy lips, at least whatever
remained after being imbibed by the flute, but they lamented that such a time was still
very far off and that they were nourishing such a hope in vain. With such depressing
thoughts, crossing their mind, they swooned, frequently.

Dasakam: 059 -- Shlokam: 09

Oh Lord ! In this manner, day after day, these maidens, smitten by their extreme love
for Thee, by the grace of Cupid, became more and more confused, and lost interest in
their household duties.

Dasakam: 059 -- Shlokam: 10

Love comes naturally to all; the path to liberation may be attained through effort or at
times may not be achieved. But these damsels, being extremely fortunate, attained
both love and salvation in one go. A very great blessing indeed ! Oh Guruvayurappa !
May Thou save me.

Dasakam: 060 -- Shlokam: 01

The twinkle-eyed Gopikas, with their minds, overcome with love for Thee, wished to
serve Thy two feet. To achieve this desire, they prayed daily to an image of Devi
Parvathi, made out of sand on the banks of the river Yamuna.
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Dasakam: 060 -- Shlokam: 02

Their minds intent on chanting Thy names and stories, these charming maidens, would
congregate on the river bank at dawn, and worshipping the goddess with hundreds of
offerings, pray earnestly to her for obtaining the son of Nanda, as their husband.

Dasakam: 060 -- Shlokam: 03
When these beautiful maidens, had kept this vow for a whole month, Thou, taking pity
on them, went to the riverbank, in order to bless them.

Dasakam: 060 -- Shlokam: 04

Having fulfilled the vow, those damsels, removing their clothes and leaving them on the
riverbank, indulged in water sports in the Yamuna. Seeing Thee in front of them, they
felt extremely ashamed.

Dasakam: 060 -- Shlokam: 05
As they stood with their faces bent down in shame, Thou, quickly gathered the pile of
clothes lying nearby and climbed on to the branch of a tree.

Dasakam: 060 -- Shlokam: 06

With a gentle, teasing smile, Thou, invited them to come to Thee and take the
garments which belonged to each one of them, without any mix-up. Hearing Thy
words, the maidens were extremely embarassed.

Dasakam: 060 -- Shlokam: 07

Those helpless damsels, praying for Thy long life and declaring themselves to be Thy
slaves, beseeched Thee, the lotus-eyed, pet son of Nanda, to return their garments.
Entreated thus by them, Thou, gave them only a beatific smile instead of their clothes.
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Dasakam: 060 -- Shlokam: 08

Having no other way, they came up the bank, with hands folded in supplication and
minds purified, and took refuge in Thee. Thou, happily, returned their clothes and
blessed them with the following words.

Dasakam: 060 -- Shlokam: 09

Thou, assuring those maidens that Thou wert aware of their heart's desires, promised
them that, very shortly, they would get an appropriate answer, on a moonlit night on the
sand banks of the Yamuna.

Dasakam: 060 -- Shlokam: 10

Oh Lord ! Hearing from Thy mouth, these words dripping with honey, the doe-eyed
damsels, went homeward, at a slow pace, repeatedly turning round to see Thy lotus-
like face, full of love for Thee.

Dasakam: 060 -- Shlokam: 11

Oh Hari ! Having blessed the Gopis thus, Thou wandered round in the forest as before.
Oh Lord, who art pervaded by the coolness of mercy ! May Thou, soon remove all my
maladies.

Dasakam: 061 -- Shlokam: 01

Thereafter, Thou, accompanied by the cowherd boys and herds of cattle, didst go to a
distant forest, with the (undisclosed) intention of blessing a group of Brahmana
womenfolk who were greatly devoted to Thee.

Dasakam: 061 -- Shlokam: 02

Finding that the boys were exhausted by hunger and thirst in that uninhabited forest,
Thou didst instruct them to approach a group of Brahmanas who were conducting a
Yagna nearby, and ask for food.
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Dasakam: 061 -- Shlokam: 03
When the boys accordingly sought food from them in Thy name, those Brahmanas,
though well-versed in the scriptures, ignored them altogether and failed to respond.

Dasakam: 061 -- Shlokam: 04

The boys returned, depressed by the unsympathetic treatment at the hands of those
Brahmanas. Is it any wonder that pure ritualists, totally devoid of devotion, behaved in
this manner ?

Dasakam: 061 -- Shlokam: 05

Thou didst then tell them, with a tender smile, to approach the wives of those
Brahmanas and tell them of Thy presence in the vicinity and request for food, which
they would certainly give, being very kindhearted.

Dasakam: 061 -- Shlokam: 06

Greatly excited on hearing the mention of Thy name, those women, who were yearning
for long to see Thee, rushed to Thee bearing all four varieties of victuals (chewables,
drinkables, suckables and lickables), despite being obstructed by their husbands.

Dasakam: 061 -- Shlokam: 07
With infinite joy, they perceived Thee standing with peacock-feathers quivering in Thy
locks, bright ear ornaments reflected on Thy cheeks, meltingly tender looks and arms
resting on a friend's shoulder.

Dasakam: 061 -- Shlokam: 08

One of the women, who was physically prevented by her husband from coming near
Thee, meditated on Thee with intense devotion and, in an instant, attained salvation
(union with Thee). How fortunate, indeed, she was !

Dasakam: 061 -- Shlokam: 09
Having accepted their offer of food and blessed them, Thou didst send them back to
their homes (which they had left unattended in their eagerness to see Thee) with
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instructions to attend to their wifely duties, and also removed any resentment towards
them in the minds of their husbands.

Dasakam: 061 -- Shlokam: 10
The Brahmanas, on reflection, realised their fault and also the signiificance of their
wives' devotion to Thee. O Lord of Guruvayur ! Dispel all my afflictions.

Dasakam: 062 -- Shlokam: 01

O Lord Souri ! On one occasion, noticing the cowherds amassing materials needed for
Vedic sacrfice, Thou, with intent to destroy Indra'’s pride, (though knowing the reason),
didst question Nanda and others, with humility and gentleness, about the purpose of
these preparations.

Dasakam: 062 -- Shlokam: 02

Nanda replied that every year a sacrifice needed to be performed to propitiate Indra,
who nourished the earth with rain on which the entire population is dependent for
subsistence, especially so in their case, as the cattle live on grass and water.

Dasakam: 062 -- Shlokam: 03

To this, Thou didst, with logical reasoning, respond that there was no truth in saying
that Indra was the bestower of rain; rather, that rains were the result of the unseen past
good deeds of living beings. Indeed, what do large trees in the forest offer to Indra ?
Thou asked.

Dasakam: 062 -- Shlokam: 04

Further, Thou didst tell them that cows being, no doubt, their wealth, it would be
appropriate to offer sacrifice to the great mountain which provided nourishment to
them. Also, that holy men who are more exalted than even the gods, too, deserved to
be worshipped.
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Dasakam: 062 -- Shlokam: 05

Being convinced by Thy reasoning, the Gopas reverentially worshipped holy men and
made plenty of offerings to the mountain Govardhana, circumambulated it and bowed
their heads before it with great respect. Thou, in the guise of the mountain, didst
consume the entire offerings in the presence of the Gopas.

Dasakam: 062 -- Shlokam: 06

Thou didst, then, address the Gopas thus: "Do you now believe my words ? This
mountain does, verily, partake of your offerings in his physical form. In case Indra feels
offended, this mountain is capable of protecting us all from his wrath". The Gopas were
delighted by Thy words.

Dasakam: 062 -- Shlokam: 07

As the Gopas, along with Thee, returned home, Indra, on learning about the abrogation
of the yagna to him, became highly incensed owing to the upsurge of Rajoguna,
despite knowing Thy true identity and also that his high position was Thy gift.

Dasakam: 062 -- Shlokam: 08

If Vishnu, having incarnated as a human being, insults the gods, then their exalted
position would be lost. Indra, out of his excessive arrogance, vowed to destroy all
prosperity of a mere cowherd (meaning Thee), and set out to defeat Thee.

Dasakam: 062 -- Shlokam: 09

Mounted on his elephant, Airavatha, and weilding the thunderbolt, Indra despatched
the clouds of Pralaya (deluge), with intent to wipe out Thy abode (Vraja), while being,
inwardly, laughed at by Fire, Wind and other Gods. O Lord of the three worlds ! Who,
indeed, is immune from delusion by Thy Maya ?

Dasakam: 062 -- Shlokam: 10

Assuring the Gopas that even if Indra got angry, they had no cause for worry, as they
had the grace of the holy men and the Govardhana mountain behind them, and
wondering what was delaying Indra, Thou didst await his arrival. O Slayer of Mura !
Lord of Guruvayur ! May Thou eradicate all my ailments.
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Dasakam: 063 -- Shlokam: 01
Thou didst then, espy the rain clouds enveloping Vraja, shaking all the quarters with
loud and unceasing thunder-claps, and rivalling Thy splendrous, dark-blue complexion.

Dasakam: 063 -- Shlokam: 02

The Gopas who were sorely tried and tormented by the torrential rains, accompanied
by heavy hailstones, pouring down from all directions, and were appealing to Thee for
succour, were then consoled by Thee, saying "Do not fear".

Dasakam: 063 -- Shlokam: 03

Quickly tearing the mountain by its roots and holding it aloft with Thy tender hands,
Thou didst, smilingly, say "This mountain which is our family deity will ward off Indra's
attack; why do you have any doubt about this ?"

Dasakam: 063 -- Shlokam: 04

While Thou didst hold up the mountain with one tender, lotus-like hand (as if it were an
umbrella), the Gopas with their herds of cattle and all their household effects, at Thy
bidding, gathered over the soft, sandy stretch underneath that Lord of the Mountains,
where the flood waters could not enter.

Dasakam: 063 -- Shlokam: 05

While keeping the mountain steadily up with one hand, Thou didst merrily engage in
exchanging pleasantries with Thy companions (boys and girls) and gently scratching,
with the other hand, the backs of the cows which were nustling Thee, and fill the Gopas
with immense delight.

Dasakam: 063 -- Shlokam: 06

"How wonderful that this big mountain is being held aloft by Krishna for such a long
time with his tender, lotus-like left hand alone; Could it be due to the power of the
mountain ? " So said the Gopas with their gaze steadily on Thee all the while.
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Dasakam: 063 -- Shlokam: 07
Indra caused the heavy rains to continue pouring for seven consecutive days, telling
himself that, when Thy hand tired, Thou wouldst put the mountain down.

Dasakam: 063 -- Shlokam: 08

O Lord ! Thou didst stand firm and steady without budging a bit from Thy position, and
clouds, having discharged all their rain, were blown away and scattered by the wind,
Indra got thoroughly scared and fled.

Dasakam: 063 -- Shlokam: 09

After the heavy rains subsided and the cowherds and their cattle came out, O Lord !
Thou didst set the mountain down properly on the surface of the earth, whereupon, the
delighted Gopas embraced Thee.

Dasakam: 063 -- Shlokam: 10

Thou wert praised by the Gods thus: "For Thee, who, in the past (as Varaha) didst
carry the very earth itself, what difficulty is there to lift up a mere mountain ?" O Lord of
Guruvayur ! Consort of Lakshmi ! protect me from my afflictions.

Dasakam: 064 -- Shlokam: 01

Considering Thy superhuman deeds, such as the lifting of the Govardhana mountain,
the Gopas were convinced about Thy being the Lord of the Universe Himself, and,
hence, they asked Nanda repeatedly about Thy horoscope.

Dasakam: 064 -- Shlokam: 02
Being apprised by Thy father (Nanda) of what Sage Garga had narrated to him earlier
about Thy greatness, the Gopas' respect and devotion to Thee increased manifold.

Dasakam: 064 -- Shlokam: 03
Then Indra, having realised the truth about Thee after his utter humiliation and being
purged of his pride, approached Thee with reverence, bringing the divine cow,
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Kamadhenu (as an offering to Thee) and touching Thy lotus-feet with his jewelled
crown, extolled Thy greatness.

Dasakam: 064 -- Shlokam: 04

The divine cow, Surabhi, then bathed Thee with the milk gushing out of her udders,
due to her deep love for Thee, and anointed Thee with the name "Govinda ". Indra too,
with great enthusiasm, bathed Thee in the waters of the celestial Ganga, brought by
his elephant, Airavata.

Dasakam: 064 -- Shlokam: 05

On Thee, the Lord of the Three Worlds, being crowned as Lord of the Cows (Lord of
Gokula), that land of Gokula did, on account of Thy glory, attain prosperity and status,
unattainable even in heaven or Vaikunttha itself.

Dasakam: 064 -- Shlokam: 06

Once, going for a bath in the river Yamuna at a very early hour (which is against the
code), Thy father, Nanda, was led away to Varuna's abode by an attendant of his, for
this transgression. Thereupon, Thou didst pay a visit to the abode of that Lord of the
Waters, to redeem Thy father, as Thy incarnation in human form had a definite purpose
behind it, namely, to uphold Dharma.

Dasakam: 064 -- Shlokam: 07

Being welcomed with great respect by Varuna (who was taken aback by Thy
unexpected visit) and duly honoured by him, Thou didst reclaim Thy father and bring
him home. This incident was, then, narrated by Nanda to his people.

Dasakam: 064 -- Shlokam: 08

The Gopas, being firmly assured in their heart of hearts that Thou wert Hari Himself,
thirsted for experiencing Thy state of Supreme Bliss. Thereupon, O All-pervading Lord !
Thou didst reveal to them that Supreme abode of Thine, unattainable to others.
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Dasakam: 064 -- Shlokam: 09

O Infinite One ! That family of Gopas did, indeed, remain submerged for a long time in
the ocean of Sat-Chit-Anand (Existence-Consciousness-Bliss-Absolute), and was,
then, restored to their normal worldly state by Thyself alone.

Dasakam: 064 -- Shlokam: 10

In which other incarnation, O Lord! Have Thy devotees been granted a vision of Thy
unattainable Supreme Abode, as clearly as if it were a badara fruit (berry) in one's
palm? Without doubt, in Thy manifestation as a cowherd, Thou art, verily, the Supreme
Soul. O Lord of Guruvayur! Protect me from my ailments.

Dasakam: 065 -- Shlokam: 00

The block of five Dasakams 65 to 69 may be said to represent the sublimation of the
love (devotion) that the Gopis (individual souls, jeevatmas) have for the Lord Supreme
(Paramatma or the Cosmic Soul), and is the culmination of the innumerable leelas
(sportive exploits) of the Lord in this, his whole, undiluted incarnation as Krishna, the
cowherd in the Vraja Bhoomi, as one among the community of cowherds (which have
been described in the preceding Dasakams 40 to 64).

In these five Dasakams, the devotee-poet, Bhattathiri, has set out a consise version of
the contents of Chapters 29 to 33 of Canto Ten of the Bhagavata. These range over
the entire gamut of emotional experience, from the initiation of the process merger of
the individual Soul with the Cosmic Soul, by the magnetic pull exercised by the
mesmerising melodies flowing from Krishna's flute, through the assembling of the
Gopis, abandoning all their worldly preoccupations; their yearning for the Lord's love
and union with him; the Lord's testing of the depth and sincerity of their love by means,
such as, teasing them with apparent partiality to some and disregard for others,
scolding them for their infidelity to their temporal duties towards husband, children, etc;
vanishing from their midst causing them to franctically wander hither and thither in
search of him, and chastening them of their ego as favourites of the Lord; to their final,
total surrender to the Supreme Brahman and their dissolution therein, during the
performance of the unique Rasa Leela or Rasa Krida dance, when time itself stands
still.

Though, at times couched in the language of eroticism, this is a superficial impression
which wears off when the deep inner meaning of the scenes and actions depicted is
understood and their metaphysical significance as the ultimate dissolution of the
individual Souls into the Cosmic Supreme Purusha, is comprehended.

Dasakam: 065 -- Shlokam: 01
In order to redeem the word given to the Gopis at the conclusion of their austerities and
vows, known as Katyayani Vrata (Dasakam 60), Thou didst decide to perform the
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festival to the God of Love (Mara) on a bright, cool, moonlit night of the Sharad season,
in the wooded precincts of the river Yamuna, and initiate the same by playing on Thy
flute in a charmingly resounding manner.

Dasakam: 065 -- Shlokam: 02

The enchanting notes emerging from Thy flute, with their ascending and descending
cadences, hypnotised the entire world and the Gopis, on hearing these, were
transported into an indescribable trance.

Dasakam: 065 -- Shlokam: 03

O Enchanting One ! Maddened by the irresistible music, these lotus-eyed maidens,
who were engaged in their household occupations, such as, tending their children, or
serving their husbands, forsook everything and rushed out to the forest.

Dasakam: 065 -- Shlokam: 04

Hearing the melodies flowing from Thy flute, some of them who were in the process of
adorning themselves, rushed out in a half-adorned state, which is more pleasing to
Thee than their fully adorned forms.

Dasakam: 065 -- Shlokam: 05

One of them, with a charming countenance, O Mukunda, came with her necklace
wound round her waist, and her girdle around her neck, as if to demonstrate to Thee
the superior attractiveness of her hips.

Dasakam: 065 -- Shlokam: 06

Another, in her excitement, forgetting to cover her breasts with any garment, but not
noticed by the other women, who were equally excited, approached Thee, as though
she was bringing two pitchers of water (in the form of her breasts), to bathe Thee for
Thy coronation as the King of the Kingdom of her intense, unmatched love.
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Dasakam: 065 -- Shlokam: 07

Some others, O Lord, being unable (for whatever reason) to leave their houses,
meditated on Thee with intense devotion and concentration, and, abandoning their
physical bodies, it is said, became one with Thee, the Supreme Consciousness-Bliss-
Absolute. They are, indeed, the most blessed among the blessed.

Dasakam: 065 -- Shlokam: 08

These simple women attained the state of one-ness with Thee in an instant, despite
their visualising Thee as a paramour and not the Supreme Brahman. Fixing my mind
constantly on Thy effulgent form, with firmness and devotion, one way or the other,
may | also attain liberation without effort.

Dasakam: 065 -- Shlokam: 09

Those lovely maidens, who were gazing steadily at Thee, wert bathed by Thee with
Thy compassionate glance from Thy face lit up by an enchanting smile. O Sole
Charmer of the Universe ! O Lord of Guruvayur ! May Thou eradicate all my maladies.

Dasakam: 066 -- Shlokam: 01

Despite being inwardly intent on gratifying the wishes of those love-struck maidens,
Thou didst, outwardly, give the appearance of frowning upon them for their conduct
and spoke to them in an admonitory vein.

Dasakam: 066 -- Shlokam: 02

Listened to by the Sages assembled in the heavens, and through them, for the
edification of the world at large, Thou didst expatiate upon the Dharma (virtues, duties,
etc) of wives and mothers. Thy advice was, indeed, in the highest traditions of Dharma
Shastra, but Thy deeds are not meant for emulation by mere mortals, as Thou art
immaculate and free from the taint of attachments.

Dasakam: 066 -- Shlokam: 03
Taken aback by Thy adverse counsel, those doe-eyed ones were overwhelmed with
grief and earnestly implored Thee not to forsake them.
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Dasakam: 066 -- Shlokam: 04

Moved by their lamentations and entreaties, O Slayer of Mura ! Thou didst, out of
compassion, deign to engage without reserve in amorous sports with them, on the
sandy stretches on the banks of the Yamuna river.

Dasakam: 066 -- Shlokam: 05
On those sandy stretches, illumined by the moon's rays, Thou didst, then, sit on a
cushion fashioned out of the upper garments of those Gopis.

Dasakam: 066 -- Shlokam: 06
With sweet, playful conversation, linking of hands, amorous kisses and warm
embraces, Thou didst make those maidens ecstatic.

Dasakam: 066 -- Shlokam: 07

To those pretty damsels, whose minds were steeped in bliss, O Lord of Charming
Aspect ! Thou didst, on that occasion, redeem Thy promise made when taking their
clothes away, by erasing their sense of "I'" and "Mine".

Dasakam: 066 -- Shlokam: 08

O Son of Nanda ! Embracing Thee, the most beautiful in all the three worlds, with a
lotus-like face beaming with a soft, jasmine-like smile, and drops of sweat glistening on
Thy body, those damsels were transported to heights of ecstasy.

Dasakam: 066 -- Shlokam: 09

Thou, who, in separation, art like burning embers (unbearably hot), and, in union, the
very personification of amorousness, wert, to the Gopis, immensely delighting in union,
too. O, How marvellous !
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Dasakam: 066 -- Shlokam: 10
O Lord of Guruvayur ! | worship Thee, who does thirst for the warm embraces of
Radha's bulging breasts; may Thou eradicate all my diseases.

Dasakam: 067 -- Shlokam: 01

The lotus-eyed Gopis, having experienced the heights of ecstasy through their
participation in the amorous sports with Thee, who art the embodiment of Upwelling
Bliss Absolute, began to feel exceedingly proud.

Dasakam: 067 -- Shlokam: 02

Each one of them imagined that this Krishna, Lord of Lakshmi, who charms the whole
world, has succumbed to my charms unabashedly and totally. Sensing their conceit, O
Govinda ! Thou didst suddenly vanish from their sight.

Dasakam: 067 -- Shlokam: 03

O Enemy of Mura ! In the company of a Gopika named Radha, in whom pride had not
yet taken root and who was, therefore, very dear to Thee, Thou didst repair to a distant
spot, sporting freely with her.

Dasakam: 067 -- Shlokam: 04

O Lord ! On Thy sudden disappearance, those lotus-eyed damsels, all greatly smitten
with pangs of separation, collected together and roamed all over the forest in search of
Thee, and were greatly aggrieved.

Dasakam: 067 -- Shlokam: 05
Those damsels who were totally devoted to Thee, lamentingly went about asking every
tree, flower and creeper in that forest whether they had seen the thief of their hearts.
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Dasakam: 067 -- Shlokam: 06
One of them imagining to have seen Thee in front of her, told the others excitedly
about it, whereupon, their anguish multiplied manifold.

Dasakam: 067 -- Shlokam: 07

Those women who had identified themselves with Thee, re-enacted Thy past sportive
deeds (such as the redemption of Putana, slaying of Sakatasura, etc) on the banks of
the Yamuna. Resuming their search for Thee, they came upon Radha, who too had
been forsaken by Thee, due to her becoming conceited.

Dasakam: 067 -- Shlokam: 08
Their continued search for Thee till nightfall having become futile, they reassembled on
the banks of the Yamuna, bitterly lamenting their fate, and sang Thy praises.

Dasakam: 067 -- Shlokam: 09

Then, O Ocean of Compassion, who doth outcharm the Charmer of the three worlds
(Cupid) ! Thou didst reveal Thyself, with a gentle smile, to those Vraja women, who
were steeped in grief and pain.

Dasakam: 067 -- Shlokam: 10

What all did those comely damsels not do in haste, out of their excessive delight on
suddenly seeing Thee, their own beloved, (which they had even begun to doubt) ! O
Lord of Guruvayur ! Save me from my afflictions.

Dasakam: 068 -- Shlokam: 01
O Lotus-eyed One ! Ecstatic on seeing Thee, the Gopis who rushed near Thee, stood
immobilised, as if bathed in an outpouring of nectar.
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Dasakam: 068 -- Shlokam: 02
Then, one of them, seizing Thy soft (lotus-like) hand, and unhesitatingly placing it on
her heavy bosom, remained for long, enveloped in a thrill of joy.

Dasakam: 068 -- Shlokam: 03
Another one, O Lord, rapturously coiled Thy charming arm around her neck, as if
wanting to obstruct the passage of the vital breath emerging through the throat.

Dasakam: 068 -- Shlokam: 04
Yet another, bereft of all modesty, snatched the half-chewn betel from Thy lotus-mouth
and, placing it in her own lotus-mouth, attained the height of fulfilment of her desires.

Dasakam: 068 -- Shlokam: 05
One, in anger, gazed at Thee with tearful eyes, muttering "Who will touch Thee, who
didst mercilessly abandon me in the forest ?"

Dasakam: 068 -- Shlokam: 06

Repairing to the banks of the Yamuna, accompanied by the enraptured Gopikas, Thou
didst glow brightly, sitting on the cushion fashioned out of their upper garments,
resplendent with saffron stains.

Dasakam: 068 -- Shlokam: 07
The Gopikas, then, berated Thee of being unsympathetic even towards those like
them, who had surrendered themselves to Thee unreservedly, forsaking everything.

Dasakam: 068 -- Shlokam: 08

Thou didst then address them thus : "O, my beloved maidens, please do not consider
me as being unsympathetic or hardhearted towards you, as | am afraid of losing your
love. | acted in the manner | did, only with the intention of ensuring your continued
devotion to me."
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Dasakam: 068 -- Shlokam: 09

Thou didst further, tell them "O dearest ones ! Please listen to me. There is none as
dear to me as you are. Hence, you may, without let or hindrance, celebrate and
sportingly enjoy these enchanting moonlit nights in my company.

Dasakam: 068 -- Shlokam: 10

Thus, Thou enjoyed with great zeal, the Rasa Leela in the company of the Gopikas,
who were immensely delighted by Thy words. O Lord of Guruvayur ! Save me from my
diseases.

Dasakam: 069 -- Shlokam: 00

This Dasakam is, verily, the piece de resistance, not only of the Rasa Leela episode,
but of the entire series of dasakams (40 onwards) depicting the scenes and sportive
deeds of Krishna's childhood and adolescence, and this period of the krishna
incarnation comes, virtually to a close here. Henceforward, it is serious business of
pursuing the objectives of that incarnation, and their realisation.

Dasakam: 069 -- Shlokam: 01

O Lord ! We contemplate that reputed form of Thine specially decorated for the
performance of the Rasa Leela dance, with an array of peacock feathers aligned over
Thy tresses; fish-shaped ear-rings dangling from Thy ears; beautiful necklaces and
garlands of sylvan blossoms around Thy neck; Thy body profusely fragrant with sandal
paste and other scented unguents; a golden girdle circling Thy yellow silk robe; and
gem-studded anklets emitting bright rays of light.

Dasakam: 069 -- Shlokam: 02

O Padmanabha ! Amidst those damsels, dressed properly, with garments covering
their bosoms and jewelled ear-rings brushing their cheeks, and standing in a circle,
Thou, O Lord of Lakshmi, gliding smoothly between pairs of those charming maidens,
didst, duly execute the fascinating Rasa Leela dance.
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Dasakam: 069 -- Shlokam: 03

Apprised by Narada of the wonderful flavour (fragrance) of Thy resplendent Rasa Leela
being enacted here (on the banks of the Yamuna), hordes of celestials, rushing from
far and wide, speedily assembled in the sky, accompanied by hundreds of women
adept at adorning themselves and in amorous display of their charms, all extremely
eager to witness that spectacle.

Dasakam: 069 -- Shlokam: 04

O, come all ye, observe, savour and share in the grandeur and majesty of the rasa
dance, characterised by the harmonious intertwining and blending of the melodious
notes flowing from Krishna's flute with the lyrics, and music in a variety of tunes and
ragas, the rhythmical pace and beat of the soft footfalls and handclaps of the dancers
and jingling of their bracelets, with Krishna's arms (hands) brushing the shoulders of
the Gopis again and again, and their garments fluttering around their hips.

Dasakam: 069 -- Shlokam: 05

While the dancers (Gopikas) sang, by turns, loudly and in sweet voices, with
confidence and fervour, while performing the dance, and their necklaces and other
ornaments were often disarranged owing to the graceful movements of their limbs, the
hosts of celestials with their womenfolk watched from above with wonder and delight,
showering down flowers on the dancers and were totally entranced, as if they had
attained complete union with Thee, the Pure Consciousness-Absolute.

Dasakam: 069 -- Shlokam: 06

One of the damsels, whose slender, creeper-like body was exhausted and perspiring,
and whose eyes were half-closed due to fatigue, leaned on Thy lovely shoulder.
Another, with locks dishevelled and hairs standing on end all over her body due to the
sprouting thrill of joy, profusely kissed Thy arm, which was fragrant with fresh sandal
paste, on the pretext of smelling it.

Dasakam: 069 -- Shlokam: 07

Another Gopika, out of her wealth of good fortune (merit), imbibed the nectarine juice
of the betel being chewed by Thee, by pressing her cheek, with her ear-rings dangling
over it, against Thine. Having, in the course of the Rasa Krida, attained Thee,
Lakshmi's playground, and the most charming in all the worlds, what heights of
intoxication and ecstasy did those maidens not experience ?
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Dasakam: 069 -- Shlokam: 08

O Lord ! Gradually, the singing came to a stop, and the instruments too fell silent. Only
the Gopikas, immersed in the Bliss Supreme (Brahmananda) continued to dance, on
the dance-floor, even unaware and unmindful of their dishevelled tresses and loosened
blouses. Why, the constellations of stars too stood still in the sky! What more need |
say ?

Dasakam: 069 -- Shlokam: 09

O Lord ! Celebrating thus the great festival of Manmatha (God of Love), wherein Thou
didst assume as many forms as there were Gopikas, on account of their accumulated
merits of past lives, and during which the charm of the Gopikas was enhanced by the
fresh beads of perspiration sprouting on their bodies owing to their exertions while
executing the Rasa dance, and who were completely overwhelmed by pangs of love,
Thou didst submerge the entire world in Supreme Bliss, as the dance gradually drew to
a close.

Dasakam: 069 -- Shlokam: 10

O Lord ! Thereafter, Thou didst engage at will in sporting in the waters of the Yamuna
in the company of those Gopikas, who had been exhausted by the various sports and
were fondled and caressed by Thee to their hearts content. Further, Thou didst engage
in amorous dalliance with them in the sylvan glades where gentle, cool breezes were
blowing and which were filled with the wafting fragrance of blossoms, thereby
transporting those hundreds of maidens to unprecedented heights of ecstasy.

Dasakam: 069 -- Shlokam: 11

O treasure-house of Beauty ! Thou didst, during those nights of Rasa Leela, thus
bestow on those maidens the ecstatic experience of Infinite Bliss, which is attainable
only by Yogis, and also inculcate esteem for these mere cowherd women, in the minds
of Brahma, Sankara and other Gods. O Lord of the Most Captivating Form ! Accessible
only to the devout! O Krishna ! deign to protect me.

Dasakam: 069 -- Shlokam: 12

NOTE: According to the Bhagavata, when the long, long night came to an end, with the
first signs of dawn appearing in the East, and the unwilling Gopis, at Krishna's
exhortation, returned home, they were agreeably surprised and relieved to find their
kith and kin (husbands, children, etc) were hardly aware of their long absence,
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because of Krishna's Yogic power, so that no one blamed them for staying out the
whole night. Soon, that night became, to each one of them, a beautiful memory to be
cherished and re-lived again and again in their minds.

Dasakam: 070 -- Shlokam: 01

As Thou wert passing the days engaging in various sports and making the Gopi
maidens immensely happy, their menfolk (Gopas), one night, visited the temple of Lord
Siva in the Ambika forest, along with Thee. After celebrating the worship and festivities
there, they were sleeping soundly, when a fierce python swallowed Nandagopa.

Dasakam: 070 -- Shlokam: 02

When the snake did not loosen its hold even after being severely beaten with burning
logs of wood, the Gopas appealed to Thee for help. As Thou approached the snake,
which was all the time looking towards Thee, and placed Thy foot on it, immediately, it
(the snake) regained its original form of a Vidyadhara and glistened.

Dasakam: 070 -- Shlokam: 03

Praising Thee, saying: "O Wielder of the Sudarshana, my name, indeed, is
Sudarshana, and | got changed to this form of a python through the curse of some
Seers whom | mocked at; now, with the contact of Thy foot, | have been purified.", the
Vidyadhara returned to his abode. The Gopas, too, went back to Vraja happily.

Dasakam: 070 -- Shlokam: 04

Once, while Thou wert sporting with Balarama and some women, an emissary of
Kubera, by name Sankhachuda, kidnapped the women. Thou didst pursue him fast
and when he let go of the women for fear of Thee, Thou didst kill him and, taking away
his crest jewel, give it to Balarama.
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Dasakam: 070 -- Shlokam: 05

The Gopikas suffered pangs of separation from Thee during the day time, when Thou
were away in the woods, playing with friends. They were all the time thinking about
Thee, who art more captivating than the God of Love himself, who wert Thyself
engrossed in the ambrosially sweet music flowing from Thy flute, and who wert
providing to the eyes of the celestial damsels the food of nectar to break their fast, as it
were.

Dasakam: 070 -- Shlokam: 06

One day, there appeared before Thee, in the forest, a fierce-looking and loudly
bellowing bull, which was none other than a servant of Kamsa, a demon by name
Arishta, who had assumed this guise and was bent upon mischief.

Dasakam: 070 -- Shlokam: 07

That demon in the guise of a bull, assuming a huge form and frightening the whole
world, after putting the herds of cows to flight, charged at Thee, the repository of all
Vedas.

Dasakam: 070 -- Shlokam: 08

Taking firm hold of that evil, destructive demon (though in the auspicious form of a
bull), who was rushing towards Thee, without fear, horns and head raised high, Thou
didst crush him to death, and thereby delight the celestials.

Dasakam: 070 -- Shlokam: 09

Thou wert then praised by the celestials, saying "O Lord, by the killing of this bull
(Vrisha), the rule of Dharma (Vrisha) has been firmly established on the earth, and
great joy prevails in the mind of Indra (Vrishaa) too. How wonderful, indeed !"

[Pun on the word Vrisha in three senses of Bull, Dharma and Indra (Vrishaa)]

Dasakam: 070 -- Shlokam: 10
Thou didst, then, return home with the Gopas who were cracking jokes, thus "O Bulls !
Begone fast ! Here comes the destroyer of Bulls I" O Lord of Guruvayur ! Protect me.
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Dasakam: 071 -- Shlokam: 01

A close friend of Kamsa, a demon by name Kesi, who had never suffered defeat in any
enterprise, approached Thee in the guise of a horse born in the land of Sindhu (Sind),
thinking, as it were, that Thou wert easily accessible to anyone born of the Sindhu
(ocean), like Goddess Lakshmi.

Dasakam: 071 -- Shlokam: 02

That wicked demon, though appearing in the form of a Gandharva (celestial musician)
and also horse, made frightening noises and damaged the hamlets of the Gopas, until
he saw Thee, and then, charged at Thee.

Dasakam: 071 -- Shlokam: 03

That demon in the guise of Tharkshya, (horse) kicked on the chest, Thee, whose feet
were placed on Tharkshya (Garuda), Thy vehicle. Perhaps having heard of the episode
of Sage Bhrigu kicking Thee on the chest, he thought he too could do so with impunity.

Dasakam: 071 -- Shlokam: 04
Evading his kick, Thou didst immediately hurl him to a great distance. Though rendered
unconscious for a moment, he soon rushed at Thee with increased rage, to eat Thee.

Dasakam: 071 -- Shlokam: 05

Having decided to punish him, Thou didst thrust Thy arm, sturdy as a club, into that
horse's mouth, where it grew to an immense size, obstructing his breath, and choked
him to death. Though he was only a horse (Sapthi, which also means 'seven’), he
attained oneness with Thee (liberation).

Dasakam: 071 -- Shlokam: 06

By killing that horse (the sacrificial animal in the Aswamedha Yajna), Thou didst
perform a new kind of Aswamedha (shorn of its rituals). The celestials, in their delight
at Thy deed, praised Thee by Thy new appellation, "Kesava" (slayer of Kesi).
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Dasakam: 071 -- Shlokam: 07

Narada, who had dissuaded Kamsa when he was on the point of killing Vasudeva on
his being apprised (by Narada) that Thou wert Vasudeva's son, came to Gokula soon
after the killing of Kesi, and extolled Thee.

Dasakam: 071 -- Shlokam: 08

Once, when Thou wert playing the game of "hide-and-seek" with the Gopas in the
forest, Vyoma, son of Maya (architect of Asuras), possessed of unlimited magical
powers and an enemy of the celestials, approached Thee.

Dasakam: 071 -- Shlokam: 09

Mingling with the Gopa boys, who had assumed (for the purpose of the game) the roles
of thieves (some) and watchmen (some others), Vyoma, in the guise of a thief,
confined some of the boys and cows in a cave, and blocked its entrance with rocks.
Coming to know of this, Thou didst kill him.

Dasakam: 071 -- Shlokam: 10

O Supreme Lord of Guruvayur, may Thou, who didst, every now and then, enhance the
incomparable and unlimited joy of the people of Vraja by Thy manifold, marvellous,
sportive exploits, deign to protect me.

Dasakam: 072 -- Shlokam: 01

O Lord reclining on Adisesha, King of Serpents ! On learning from Narada about Thy
residing in Vraja, Kamsa, with heart trembling in fear, summoned Akrura, (son of
Gaandini ) and deputed him to fetch Thee to Mathura, on the pretext of inviting Thee to
a 'Bow Sacrifice'.

Dasakam: 072 -- Shlokam: 02
Akrura, who was devoted to Thee since long, but was not able to see Thee owing to
fear of Kamsa, now felt immense joy on being sent to see Thee by Kamsa himself.

This compilation of gist of Narayaneeyam shlokams prepared by Lalitha and
Sanatkumar for private circulation only.



Page 136 of 202

Dasakam: 072 -- Shlokam: 03

Akrura, who had accumulated merits by good deeds, was wholly oblivious of the
external world and his surroundings while proceeding to Vraja in a chariot, due to his
mind being totally absorbed in anticipation of the forthcoming meeting with Thee, and
repeatedly going over his pleasant thoughts about Thee and praying to God all the time
to remove all obstacles to the coming meeting.

Dasakam: 072 -- Shlokam: 04

All through the journey, Akrura's thoughts were centred on Thee, such as: "Shall | be
able to see That Supreme Being who has been sung about by numerous vedic hymns,
and is the goal of all Vedas ? Shall | be able to touch Him and embrace Him ? What
will He say to me ? Where, indeed, am | likely to see Him ? ", etc.

Dasakam: 072 -- Shlokam: 05

Thereafter, as he gradually entered Brindavan, sanctified by Thy lotus feet, and
worshipped by even Siva, Brahma and other gods, he was, as it were, completely
immersed in Bliss, or under a spell. O Lotus-eyed Lord ! What states of ecstasy did he
not experience then !

Dasakam: 072 -- Shlokam: 06

He saluted the spots where Thou didst sport; he rolled in the dust which bore the
imprints of Thy feet. O Supreme Being ! What shall | say ? In those days too, there
were many people on the earth, but very few, indeed, whose devotion was comparable
in intensity with that of Akrura.

Dasakam: 072 -- Shlokam: 07

Akrura approached Thy abode towards dusk, as if borne on the flood of ecstasy welling
up within him on seeing the houses of the Gopas, from which flowed nectarine music of
songs describing Thy sportive deeds, which was elixir to his ears.
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Dasakam: 072 -- Shlokam: 08

Akrura, then, sighted Thee, O All-pervading One, in the company of Balarama,
watching with deep interest the milking of the cows, and looking as if Thou wert
awaiting the coming of Thy great devotee. Thy form seemed to infuse his mind with the
ecstatic experience of Bliss Absolute.

Dasakam: 072 -- Shlokam: 09

Akrura beheld you two, very clean after the evening bath, fetchingly dressed in
garments of yellow and blue, charming with the few ornaments you were wearing and
your face beaming with a gentle smile.

Dasakam: 072 -- Shlokam: 10

Espying from a distance that foremost devotee of Thine, alighting from his chariot and
prostrating before Thee, Thou didst lift him up and embrace him with great pleasure;
and, enquiring about his welfare with a few words, Thou didst lead him by the hand to
Thy residence, accompanied by Balarama.

Dasakam: 072 -- Shlokam: 11

After doing the honours to that Yadava (Akrura), along with Nandagopa, and being
apprised by him of the command of the King (Kamsa), which Thou didst communicate
to the Gopas, Thou didst spend the night conversing with him on a variety of topics.

Dasakam: 072 -- Shlokam: 12

In the meanwhile, the Gopika damsels imagined Thee of deceitfully spending the night
with one or the other of Thy several beloveds, such as Chandra, Chandrabhaga,
Radha, or Mitravinda. O Lord of Guruvayur, may Thou protect me.

Dasakam: 073 -- Shlokam: 01
On coming to know of your impending departure from Vraja, the Gopika women were
greatly agitated and, gathering together, they wailed "What is happening and why ?"
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Dasakam: 073 -- Shlokam: 02
With their minds wholly centred on Thee, they lamented, saying "How can Krishna,
Ocean of Mercy, abandon us, who have no other refuge ? Why are we fated thus ? "

Dasakam: 073 -- Shlokam: 03

Towards the small hours of the night (final Yama, or 3-hour period), while on the point
of leaving with Thy father and a host of friends, Thou didst send a friend to console
those women and assuage their deep grief.

Dasakam: 073 -- Shlokam: 04
Thou didst comfort them, saying: "Ere long, | shall return to your midst and, in the
pleasure of my company, you will soon be immersed in the Ocean of Bliss."”

Dasakam: 073 -- Shlokam: 05

Pursued for a long distance by the looks of those grief-stricken maidens, loudly
imploring Thee to return soon, and casting gentle side-long glances towards them,
Thou didst set out in the chariot of Akrura, accompanied by Balarama.

Dasakam: 073 -- Shlokam: 06

Accompanied by the Gopas in several carts and followed by the thoughts of the
Gopikas, and traversing the forest, where the animals and trees were forlorn (at Thy
departure), Thou didst, then, reach the banks of the Yamuna.

Dasakam: 073 -- Shlokam: 07

While bathing in the river for his morning ablutions, Akrura saw Thee in the water and

(emerging from the water), seeing Thee seated in the chariot too, he was struck dumb,
and perplexed at the strange phenomena. But, is there any wonder in Thy being seen

simultaneously everywhere, when Thou art all-pervading ?

Dasakam: 073 -- Shlokam: 08
Plunging again into the river water, that blessed Akrura beheld Thee, the Supreme
Lord, reclining on Ananta (King of Serpents), holding in Thy hands the discus, conch,
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mace and lotus and resplendent in the midst of a host of gods and Siddhas (realised
ones) surrounding Thee.

Dasakam: 073 -- Shlokam: 09

Then being deeply immersed in the Ocean of Bliss, he extolled Thee in Thy Saguna as
also Thy Nirguna aspects and, continuing in that state of absorption in Bliss (even
though he did not see Thee again), and with hairs standing on end all over his body, he
returned to Thee.

Dasakam: 073 -- Shlokam: 10

Asking Akrura (in jest) whether the water was so cold as to cause this horripilation on
his body, to which Akrura was too much absorbed in Bliss to reply, Thou didst, then, sit
in the chariot along with him. O Lord of Guruvayur, may Thou deign to protect me.

Dasakam: 074 -- Shlokam: 01

Reaching Mathura around midday and halting in a garden outside the city, Thou hadst
Thy meal there. Then, accompanied by Thy companions, Thou didst enter the main
street of the city, as if dragged there by a chain made up of the accumulated merits of
the men and women who had heard about Thee and were thirsting for long to see
Thee.

Dasakam: 074 -- Shlokam: 02

O Lord ! The women who gathered there were radiant with love for Thee, similar to the
rosy and charming lustre of Thy feet; they were fetchingly lovely with their heaving
breasts, just as Thy lustrous form resembling a rain-bearing cloud; they were attractive
like Thy chest with necklaces adorning it; they were effulgent with purity arising from
their bodily cleanliness and toilet, comparable to the grandeur of Thy dazzlingly pure,
gentle smile; and they were bedecked with ornaments, even as Thy tresses were
adorned with peacock feathers.

Dasakam: 074 -- Shlokam: 03

Delighting these women with Thy side-long glances, and in the throng of people
rushing past Thee with great joy and wonder, Thou didst seek some clothes from a
washerman who happened to be there. On being denied Thy request on the sneering
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excuse that the clothes belonged to the king and could not be given to Thee, Thou
didst (in anger) instantly cut off his head with Thy hand, whereby he attained salvation.

Dasakam: 074 -- Shlokam: 04

Thereafter, O Lord of Lakshmi, Thou didst grant a place in Thy abode (Vaikunttha) to a
large-hearted weaver who joyously presented suitable garments for Thee to wear. Who
can gauge the merits of a jeeva ? To a garland-maker, who worshipped Thee with an
offer of garlands and bouquets and hymns of praise, Thou didst grant deep devotion
and prosperity as sought by him.

Dasakam: 074 -- Shlokam: 05

Being greeted and presented, on the way, with perfumed unguents by a lotus-eyed, but
hunch-backed, woman, Thou didst imbue her heart with intense love for Thee. Then, O
dear Lord, with the intention that her pure and straight heart should be reflected in her
body too, Thou didst gently push her chin up with Thy hand and straighten her body,
thereby changing her into a most beautiful woman.

Dasakam: 074 -- Shlokam: 06

O Lord ! People who were not too sinful and, hence, had realised the magnitude of Thy
glory and had full faith in Thee, offered to Thee, according to their capacities,
something or the other, like betel, garlands, and so forth. O Lord ! How sad that | was
not fated to be present there with palms joined in salutation and holding flowers, etc. to
offer to Thee, because of which | am now experiencing all these afflictions.

Dasakam: 074 -- Shlokam: 07

While that woman who gave Thee perfumed unguents, and who had been sent away
by Thee with a promise to see her later, followed Thee with her eyes for a long
distance (due to pain of separation from Thee), Thou didst enter the city through its
outer gate. However, Thy fame had preceded Thee in the guise of the milk which
flowed from Devaki's breasts out of the ecstasy experienced by her by inferring from
the din and bustle of jubilation outside (her prison cell) that Thou hadst arrived.

Dasakam: 074 -- Shlokam: 08
Having entered the city which was in a festive mood, Thou didst proceed to the Hall of
the Bow Sacrifice, to which the guards allowed Thee passage, either on account of Thy

This compilation of gist of Narayaneeyam shlokams prepared by Lalitha and
Sanatkumar for private circulation only.



Page 141 of 202

charm or Thy majestic appearance. Thou didst, there, lift up the great Bow, which had
been decorated with garlands and worshipped, string it, draw it and break it, all before
the guards could even say "No ! No !".

Dasakam: 074 -- Shlokam: 09

The thunderous noise produced by the breaking of the Bow by Thee sounded like the
inaugural trumpet call heralding the impending festival of Kamsa's death the next day,
and it caused immense thrill to the celestials. Further, the tremor of fright generated by
it in Kamsa's mind was highly enhanced by the loud wails of the guards who were
severely thrashed by Thee with the two pieces of the broken Bow.

Dasakam: 074 -- Shlokam: 10

While the good and virtuous recognised Thy glory with delight and satisfaction, and the
wicked with fear, Thou didst tour the city, admiring its prosperity and arrive at the
pleasure-garden, towards the evening, where, conversing with Sridama about the
sorrow of separation from Radha, Thou didst go to sleep, while feeling inwardly happy
and expectant about the forthcoming culmination (in the morning) of the objective of
Thy incarnation. O Lord of Guruvayur, may Thou deign to protect me.

Dasakam: 075 -- Shlokam: 01

Next morning, at the command of the frightened king (Kamsa), the beat of drums
announced the commencement of the wrestling match. The host of kings, who had
arrived to witness the same, duly took their allotted seats. Nandagopa, too, came to the
palace, while Kamsa took the royal seat on the terrace. Then, along with Balarama,
and Thy friends, Thou, charmingly dressed, didst reach the entrance to the arena
where Thy passage was obstructed by the elephant Kuvalayapeeda, goaded to anger
by the mahouit.

Dasakam: 075 -- Shlokam: 02

On Thy command "You evil creature, get out of my way fast”, that elephant, at the
prompting of the mahout (who was cruel and was also irritated by Thy words), quickly
caught hold of Thee. Releasing Thyself from its hold, as if it were child's play, Thou
didst forcefully pound its frontal lobe, which rivalled the pot-like breasts of the Gopikas,
conceal Thyself between its legs, and, then, come out with a charming smile.
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Dasakam: 075 -- Shlokam: 03

Then, Thou (who dost elude the Sages even after being nearly grasped) didst run
towards that elephant and play with it (but keeping out of its reach), and, when it was
about to attack Thee again, didst fling it to the ground and, pulling out its live tusk by
the root, take the priceless pearls from there and give them to Thy dear friend
Sridaama, with instructions to make them into a beautiful necklace and give it to
Radha.

Dasakam: 075 -- Shlokam: 04

Then, O Lord, beholding Thee entering the arena, carrying the tusk on the shoulder
and accompanied by Balarama, the assembled people whose eyes and minds were
irresistibly drawn towards Thy auspicious, charming form, extolled Thee, remarking:
"O, most blessed, indeed, is Nanda, in all the three worlds; No, it is the Gopikas; No, it
is Yasoda; No, No, it is verily, we alone, as we have the good fortune to feast our eyes
on this spectacle.”

Dasakam: 075 -- Shlokam: 05

Thou art verily, the infinite, eternal, all-pervading Brahman and Supreme-
Consciousness-Bliss-Absolute, transcending all limitations (of space, time and
causation). Thou didst manifest Thyself among the Gopas, though many people did not
realise Thy true nature. When, however, the time arrived for the fruition of their good
deeds, a large number of people, seeing Thee for the first time, at the auspicious
moment, became absolved of all sins and were suffused with Bliss; and they joyously
recounted Thy exploits which they remembered, and recognised Thee as the Supreme
Brahman.

Dasakam: 075 -- Shlokam: 06

Soon, at the King's command, Chanura, the champion wrestler, and Mushtika, the
accomplished boxer, attacked Thee and Balarama, respectively, with mutual exchange
of powerful blows of the fist, accompanied by loud, weird noises, and adopting several
tactics, like throwing up, pushing down, dragging, etc. Wonderful, indeed, that the Lord
of Wrestlers, Chanura, even before his death, went through bondage and release
many times (by being caught and let go by Thee, again and again).

Dasakam: 075 -- Shlokam: 07

Even as the spectators were about to leave the scene, being unhappy and unwilling to
witness that (unequal, as they thought) fight between two tender-bodied boys, on the
one hand, and hardened wrestlers, on the other, Thou didst throw down to the ground,
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Chanura, who had already lost his life by being whirled round and round by Thee, by
the hands, while Balarama, too, quickly crushed Mushtika to death. The rest of the
wrestlers then, fled in fright, from the arena.

Dasakam: 075 -- Shlokam: 08

The wicked Kamsa, perplexed at the turn of events, and not knowing what to do,
signalled the drums to stop, and ordered his minions to kill Thy revered parents and to
seize and take Thee away to a far-off place. Thou, who art all-pervading, enraged by
these words of that villain, didst spring up on to Kamsa's throne, like Garuda flying to
the mountain top, and seize Kamsa with determination, despite his brandishing his
sword in a whirling motion to ward off capture.

Dasakam: 075 -- Shlokam: 09

In an instant, hurling Kamsa to the ground and crushing his joints, Thou didst kill him.
The Gods, then, showered flowers on Thee. O Supreme Being, what shall | say ! Ever
thinking of Thee (out of fear), he attained salvation (union with Thee). This was indeed
the result of his vasanas as Kalanemi (in his previous birth), who died looking at Thee
in fear, when he was killed by Thee (in the battle between Devas and Asuras after the
churning of the Ocean of Milk and distribution of the Amrit to the Devas - Dasakam 29,
Shlokam 7).

Dasakam: 075 -- Shlokam: 10

After killing Kamsa's eight brothers, Thou didst pay Thy respects to Thy parents and
install Ugrasena on the throne; and gladdening the entire host of Yadavas, by giving
them all that they desired, Thou didst take as Thy friend, Uddhava, the greatest of Thy
devotees, who had learned ethics from the preceptor of the celestials, Brihaspati, and
live happily in that city. O Lord of Guruvayur, deign to remove all my afflictions.

Dasakam: 076 -- Shlokam: 01

Thereafter, Thou, though being omniscient, didst enter into tutelage of Sage Sandipani,
along with Balarama, and master, in just 64 days, all knowledge (in order to set an
example to all, that learning under a preceptor is essential for everyone). By way of
Guru Dakshina, Thou didst recover the Guru's son from the abode of Yama and restore
him to his parents, in the process, acquiring the conch, Panchajanya, from the demon
(who had kidnapped the Guru's son and swallowed him) after killing him, and then,
return to Thy city, Mathura, sounding the Panchajanya.
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Dasakam: 076 -- Shlokam: 02

Repeatedly thinking of the Gopikas who were pining for Thee out of their deep love,
and also being full of compassion for them, besides being desirous of showing to Thy
great devotee and friend, Uddhava, the intensity of their devotion to Thee, which was
rare in all three worlds, Thou didst depute him to Gokula as Thy emissary.

Dasakam: 076 -- Shlokam: 03

Arriving towards evening at Gokula, which bore testimony to the magnitude of Thy
glory, Uddhava conveyed the news about Thee to Nanda and Yasoda, to their
immense delight. In the morning, the Gopikas, on seeing the bejewelled chariot,
mistook it for Thine, but on learning about the arrival of Thy emissary, they soon
assembled at the house of Nandagopa, abandoning all their household chores.

Dasakam: 076 -- Shlokam: 04

At the sight of Uddhava, who was shining in his dress and ornaments very similar to
Thine, these maidens recalled to mind all Thy sportive deeds in great detail and with
their throats almost choked with emotion (at the thought), they forgot their natural
shyness and sense of decorum usual while dealing with strangers, and started to
speak falteringly to him.

Dasakam: 076 -- Shlokam: 05

O Sir, were you sent (by that heartless Krishna) to comfort his parents ? Where is he,
the beloved of the city beauties ? O Lord Hari. may Thou protect us. Which woman can
ever forget Thy sweet (nectarine) form, Thy embraces, kisses and maddeningly sly
words ?

Dasakam: 076 -- Shlokam: 06

These beloved Gopikas of Thine, out of their intense love for Thee, lamented their
separation from Thee and implored Thee thus : "O Ocean of compassion ! Please do
take pity on us and show us just once that enchanting form of Thine, which was well-
pressed in the course of the Rasa Leela, with Thy lovely locks loose and dishevelled,
on which drops of perspiration glistened and captivated the viewers, so that we may
embrace it!"
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Dasakam: 076 -- Shlokam: 07

Imparting Thy message, which was pregnant with spiritual wisdom, Uddhava restored
equanimity of mind to those lamenting, despairing Gopikas. Afterwards, he spent a few
days with them, who were totally immersed in Thee out of deep devotion, joyfully
recounting Thy multifarious sportive exploits.

Dasakam: 076 -- Shlokam: 08

Uddhava was struck dumb with wonder on seeing these maidens singing songs about
Thee while engaged in their household duties; all their mutual exchanges were about
Thee alone; even in their dreams, they would talk about Thee only; in fact, all their
actions were, most often, imitations of Thine, and everything about them was suffused
with identification withThee.

Dasakam: 076 -- Shlokam: 09

Uddhava lifted the spirits of Thy beloved, lotus-eyed, Radha and gladdened her heart
by telling her : "Your beloved Krishna, while we are alone, talks to me in this strain,
namely; 'O friend, my Radha likes this immensely, my dear Radha speaks thus; why
are you keeping silent, like my beloved, proud Radha ? ' and so forth."

Dasakam: 076 -- Shlokam: 10

Uddhava consoled and comforted those Gopikas and mitigated their grief with Thy
words, such as : "l shall come back to you soon; only pressure of work has so far
delayed my coming, grieve not even while | am away, since memory (of past
association) is strong and firm; very soon, with the attainment of Brahmananda,
meeting or separation will become one and the same to you."

Dasakam: 076 -- Shlokam: 11

O Lord of Guruvayur ! Thy heart was filled with delight on seeing Uddhava back from
Gokula, overwhlemed by the devotion of the Gopikas to Thee, exclaiming : "Such
devotion is, indeed, rare and unparalleled in all three worlds, and has neither been
seen nor heard anywhere. What avails the study of the scriptures or doing penance ?
My salutations to the Gopikas. " May Thou save me from all my afflictions.
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Dasakam: 077 -- Shlokam: 01

Thereafter, Thou, charmingly attired and accompanied by Uddhava, visited the house
of that female attendant (who had given perfumed unguents to Thee while entering
Mathura), who, ever since then, had been stricken with love for Thee and was always
looking forward to Thy visit to her house and therefore adorning herself and decorating
her house day after day, in anticipation of that great event.

Dasakam: 077 -- Shlokam: 02

On Thy arrival, her breasts heaved out of immense delight and excitement, in
fulfillment of her longing, and she welcomed Thee with great respect and honoured
Thee in various ways. Thou didst give her great happiness in private.

Dasakam: 077 -- Shlokam: 03

In response to Thy question (when Thou wert ready to leave), what boon she desired,
that pitiable woman merely asked for similar enjoyment with Thee on some more
occasions. Only the wise and discriminating person would seek liberation (union with
Thee). But, what prevented her from wanting close proximity with Thee forever ?

Dasakam: 077 -- Shlokam: 04

Then, O Lord ! Thou didst grant her the desired company on more occasions and
begot a son by her, who attained fame as Upasloka, and became a shining exponent
of Sattvata Samhita (secret of eternal reality) which he learnt from Narada.

Dasakam: 077 -- Shlokam: 05

Then, repairing to the house of Akrura, in the company of Balarama and Uddhava, and
after being honoured and praised by him out of his great joy at Thy visit, deputing him
to the Kurus, Thou didst learn from him the news about the Pandavas who had, by
then, returned from the forest, and also about the activities of Dhritarashtra.

Dasakam: 077 -- Shlokam: 06

On Jarasandha, out of his blinding rage over Thy slaying of his dear friend and son-in-
law, Kamsa, laying seige to the city of Mathura, Thou, accompanied by Balarama,
equipping Thyself with a chariot and a small army, requisitioned from the heavens,
didst wipe out 23 Akshouhinis of Jarasandha's army. (Akshouhini is a large army
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comprised of 21,870 chariots, as many elephants, 65,610 cavalry and 1,09,350
infantry).

Dasakam: 077 -- Shlokam: 07

When the redoubtable Jarasandha was seized and bound by Balarama, Thou didst set
him free, with the intention that he should resume the attack with more forces, as, in
truth, there was, at that time, none more powerful than Jarasandha whose sway
extended over all quarters, and his entire army was acquired by conquest.

Dasakam: 077 -- Shlokam: 08

Even after repeatedly suffering defeat at Thy hands and being overcome with shame,
he continued to mount further attacks at the instigation of other kings, and, in 16 such
attempts, he lost altogether 391 Akshouhinis, all destroyed by Thee. How wonderful,
indeed !

Dasakam: 077 -- Shlokam: 09

Nothing daunted, Jarasandha was preparing to attack Thy city for the 18th time with
the support of a Yavana (King) with a 3-crore-strong army, on seeing which, Thou didst
have a new city built quickly in mid-ocean by Vishwakarma (architect of the Devas) and
transport all Thy people to it by Thy Yogic powers.

Dasakam: 077 -- Shlokam: 10

Wearing a garland of lotuses and feigning to be frightened, Thou didst emerge on foot
from the city and flee from it, with the Yavana King in hot pursuit. As he had not got
enough merit to meet his end at Thy hands, Thou didst contrive to lead him into a
mountain-cave, where, seeing a sleeping form, (and mistaking it for Thee), that Yavana
kicked the sleeper with his foot, whereupon, the sleeper (who was King Muchukunda)
opened his eyes and looked at the Yavana, who was instantly reduced to ashes by the
fire emanating therefrom. Thou didst, then, reveal Thyself in Thy exceedingly charming
form to that King Muchukunda, who was greatly devoted to Thee, in the cave.

Dasakam: 077 -- Shlokam: 11

King Muchukunda praised Thee, saying : " O Lord ! | am born in the Ishvaku race and,
having renounced all royal pleasures, | seek Thy Grace alone." Immensely pleased at
his disinterest in any boons, Thou didst bestow on him, devotion to Thee, which is
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equivalent to salvation and purges one of all sins and leads to deliverance at the end of
one's life-span. Then, with a view to set an example to the entire world, Thou didst
enjoin him to undertake penance for the atonement of injuries caused to others in the
course of his reign as King.

Dasakam: 077 -- Shlokam: 12

Returning to Mathura, and destroying the Yavana army, and being obstructed as
before by Jarasandha and his army, Thou didst make a pretence of fleeing from him,
thereby conceding him final victory, so as to increase his arrogance, and reach the
mid-ocean city of Dwaraka. O Lord of Guruvayur, may Thou protect me.

Dasakam: 078 -- Shlokam: 01

With the radiance of Thy body, Thou didst brighten the city (Dwaraka), which was
newly-built in the middle of the ocean, by the divine architect with consummate skill,
and which was endowed with all prosperity by the gods.

Dasakam: 078 -- Shlokam: 02

Thou, along with the assembled Yadavas, didst celebrate the wedding of Revati,
daughter of King Revata, who, at the behest of Brahma, was given in marriage to
Balarama.

Dasakam: 078 -- Shlokam: 03

Then, O Lord, Rukmi, eldest son of the Vidarbha king, Bhishmaka, unilaterally, out of
his ignorance, vouched to the wicked King of Chedi, Sisupala (on whom he was
dependent), the hand of his sister, Rukmini, who was intent on union with Thee.

Dasakam: 078 -- Shlokam: 04

That maiden, Rukmini, who had long been yearning for Thee, getting desperate at the
prospect of her desire being thwarted, sent a Brahmana as her emissary to apprise
Thee of her predicament.
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Dasakam: 078 -- Shlokam: 05

Quickly reaching Thy city, which is inaccessible to the evil-minded, that young
Brahmana was overjoyed by the warm personal reception accorded by Thee, Who
doth dispel sorrows of worldly existence.

Dasakam: 078 -- Shlokam: 06

"I have been sent here by the princess Rukmini of Kundina, who is deeply devoted to
Thee, but is constrained by circumstances to act on her own.", so said that Brahmana
to Thee.

Dasakam: 078 -- Shlokam: 07

"O Fountainhead of mercy ! Save me, who long since, has lost her heart to Thee, and
who is about to be taken away by Sisupala”, so she prayed to Thee, O Sole Lord of the
Universe.

Dasakam: 078 -- Shlokam: 08
The Brahmana caused disquiet in Thy mind by telling Thee that if forsaken by Thee,
having no other refuge, Rukmini would give up her life at once.

Dasakam: 078 -- Shlokam: 09
Thou didst then tell him that, being even more afflicted by pangs of love for Rukmini,
Thou would go there and bring her away from the midst of the assembled Kings.

Dasakam: 078 -- Shlokam: 10
Then, to the great delight of the Brahmana, Thou didst proceed with him to Kundina in
Thy chariot. O Lord of Guruvayur, relieve me of my sorrows.
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Dasakam: 079 -- Shlokam: 01

On reaching Kundina, followed by Balarama with an army, Thou wert welcomed with
full honours by King Bhishmaka. Overjoyed on learning from the Brahmana youth
about Thy arrival, Rukmini paid due respects to him.

Dasakam: 079 -- Shlokam: 02
The citizens, who were enchanted by Thy bewitching form, spent the night discussing
the foul scheme of Rukmi and deploring it.

Dasakam: 079 -- Shlokam: 03

Then that charming maiden, who had pledged her heart to Thee, decked with
ornaments befitting the occasion, set out from her chambers to the temple of Goddess
Parvati, surrounded by her able bodyguards.

Dasakam: 079 -- Shlokam: 04

In the company of other respectable women, Rukmini offered worship to Goddess
Parvati with great fervour and, prostrating before the Goddess's lotus-feet, entreated
her repeatedly to bless her and bring about the fulfillment of her yearning to get Thee
as her husband.

Dasakam: 079 -- Shlokam: 05

While the assembled Kings were milling around in the palace, eager to catch a glimpse
of the princess, and Thou wert watching silently, Rukmini emerged from the temple
radiating charm.

Dasakam: 079 -- Shlokam: 06
Then, as the host of Kings were infatuated by her beauty, Thou, too, O Lord, wert
slightly bewitched by her side-long glances.
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Dasakam: 079 -- Shlokam: 07

Approaching her with the words : "Whither are you bound, O lovely one ?", Thou didst
take her quickly by the hand, and seating her in the chariot, drive away fast, creating
widespread uproar among Thy enemies.

Dasakam: 079 -- Shlokam: 08

Hurling abuses at Thee in rage, and calling Thee a cowherd, etc, the assembled Kings
fell on the Yadavas, but were soon worsted by them. Thou, however, remained
unmoved, even as a lion is, while confronted by dogs.

Dasakam: 079 -- Shlokam: 09

Then, Rukmi, who came in pursuit, was taken captive by Thee, who, however, spared
his life, and wert content to disfigure him, so as to humble his pride, and then set him
free, on Balarama's urging. Thou didst, thereafter, leave for Dwaraka with Thy beloved
Rukmini, who was Goddess Lakshmi herself.

Dasakam: 079 -- Shlokam: 10

O Lord, Thou didst, in private, greatly delight Rukmini, who was bashful on her first
union with Thee and whose passion was kindled by love-play and face lit up by her
smile.

Dasakam: 079 -- Shlokam: 11

Though giving her immense joy day and night with jocular conversation, O Lord, Thou
didst once, by ambiguous talk, produce uneasiness in her simple and straightforward
mind.

Dasakam: 079 -- Shlokam: 12
Thou didst enhance her happiness by ever new devices. O Mukunda, may Thou
remove all sorrows from us, who always extol Thy glorious deeds.
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Dasakam: 080 -- Shlokam: 01

O Lord, Thou didst beg of Satrajit to give to Thee the Syamantaka jewel (that he had
procured from the Sun-god), as if covetous for it. The real reason for Thy action, to my
mind, was to create an occasion for winning the hand of his daughter, Satyabhama,
who had lost her heart to Thee.

Dasakam: 080 -- Shlokam: 02

Declining Thy request, out of his pettiness, Satrajit permitted his brother Prasena to
wear it round his neck while out hunting. Mistaking the glittering jewel for a piece of
meat, a lion killed Prasena, and, in turn, it was killed by the monkey-King, Jambavan,
who took the jewel and gave it to his child as a toy.

Dasakam: 080 -- Shlokam: 03

When the people, believing Satrajit's allegation of Thy stealing the gem, and following
the human proclivity to seize upon the slightest blemish to revile the noble and
virtuous, began to talk about it, Thou (though omniscient), didst undertake a search for
the jewel, along with Thy attendants. Coming upon the corpse of Prasena and, then,
the lion in the forest, Thou didst, eventually, enter Jambavan's cave.

Dasakam: 080 -- Shlokam: 04

That aged Jambavan, foremost devotee of Thine, not recognising Thy identity, kept
raining fist-blows at Thee (tantamount to worship) for a long time, muttering all the
while "Who dares oppose me who has Mukunda as his refuge ? O Rama, O Hari, may
Thou be ever victorious."

Dasakam: 080 -- Shlokam: 05

When, in due course, recognition of Thee dawned on him, Jambavan presented to
Thee his daughter, Jambavati, as Thy bride, together with the gem. Accepting both,
Thou didst, soon, return home, and, immediately, hand over the gem to Satrajit.

Dasakam: 080 -- Shlokam: 06

Profoundly abashed (at his earlier attitude) and coming to his senses, Satrajit, then
gave his daughter, Satyabhama, (who had earlier been pledged to another,
Satadhanva, by word of mouth only), along with the Syamantaka jewel, to Thee of
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inscrutable mind, who didst accept what was sought by Thee, Satyabhama's hand,
while returning the gem to Satrajit.

Dasakam: 080 -- Shlokam: 07

While sporting with the bashful Satyabhama, and making her happy, Thou didst learn
about the burning down of the Pandavas in the wax palace and hurry to Hastinapua.
Alas, during Thy absence, Satadhanva, at the instigation of Akrura and Kritavarma,
killed Satrajit and took the jewel away.

Dasakam: 080 -- Shlokam: 08

On Thy beloved, Satyabhama's arrival in Hastinapura, grief-stricken at the loss of her
father, Thou didst kill Satadhanva without delay, and console her. In the meantime,
Balarama, who had some misgivings about the jewel's whereabouts, repaired to the
Mithila court, where he trained Duryodhana in fighting with the mace.

Dasakam: 080 -- Shlokam: 09

O Lord, it is generally believed that the evil-natured Satrajit's death was engineered by
this Akrura in conformity with Thy wish alone and that Thou left the jewel in the
possession of Akrura (to whom it had been entrusted by Satadhanva), with a view to
bring him prosperity.

Dasakam: 080 -- Shlokam: 10

O Lord ! How did Akrura, an undoubtedly ardent devotee of Thine, come to entertain
such evil thoughts ? Surely, it must have been brought about by Thee with a view to
purging his mind of his growing vanity of having attained wisdom, detachment and
mental poise.

Dasakam: 080 -- Shlokam: 11

Then, summoning Akrura, who had fled the city in fear, along with Kritavarma, and
exposing the truth about the jewel which had been entrusted to him by Satadhanva,
Thou didst permit him (Akrura) to retain it as a reward for his good deeds. O Lord of
Guruvayur, may Thou protect me.
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Dasakam: 081 -- Shlokam: 01

Thereafter, accompanied by the lovely and charming Satyabhama, whom Thou didst
always fondle and indulge, Thou didst attend the wedding of Draupadi and, following
upon that, stay in Hastinapura to please the Pandavas. Then, O Lord, having founded
the city of Indraprastha for the Pandavas, Thou didst return to Dwaraka.

Dasakam: 081 -- Shlokam: 02

Encouraging (inducing) Arjuna (in the guise of an ascetic) to abduct Thy gracious and
lovely younger sister, Subhadra, to foil Duryodhana who had sought her hand, and
getting round the enraged Balarama to consent to her marriage to Arjuna, Thou didst
proceed, along with Satyabhama and Balarama, to Indraprastha, to the great delight of
Thy dear friend, Arjuna.

Dasakam: 081 -- Shlokam: 03

Having accepted as Thy wife, Kalindi, the presiding deity of river Yamuna, whom Thou
didst see while sporting on its banks, and after permitting Agni, the god of fire, to
consume the forest of Khandava in order to satisfy him, Thou didst return to Dwaraka.
Then, O Lord, Thou didst seize, from amidst the assembled kings, and take away,
Mitravinda (princess of Avanti and the daughter of Thy father's sister) who was in love
with Thee, but was too scared of her brothers to declare this openly.

Dasakam: 081 -- Shlokam: 04

Thereafter, going to Kosala (Ayodhya) and subduing in an instant the seven illustrious
bulls (by assuming multiple forms simultaneously), Thou didst marry Satya, daughter of
King Nagnajit. Then, Thou didst accept the hand of Bhadra, pricess of Kekaya, who
was given to Thee in marriage by her brothers, Santardana and others. O Bestower of
Boons ! She too is the daughter of Thy father's sister, Srutakirti.

Dasakam: 081 -- Shlokam: 05

Having successfully hit the target of a fish, by looking at its reflection in water (which
even Arjuna and others failed to do), Thou didst take, for Thy eighth wife, Lakshmana
(also known as Lakshana), daughter of the King of Madra. In the meantime, Thou didst
come to learn from Indra about the evil deeds of Narakasura, son of Bhumi (Earth).
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Dasakam: 081 -- Shlokam: 06

Riding on Garuda, (King of Birds), who had arrived on Thy mere thought, with
Satyabhama on Thy lap, Thou didst proceed to Thy enemy's abode, as if going to a
pleasure garden. After destroying the fortifications of that city, Pragjyotisha, Thou didst
convert it into "Sonitapura" - city of blood - with the blood of the slaughtered army of
Thy enemy.

Dasakam: 081 -- Shlokam: 07

After dispatching the five-faced demon, Mura, who was rushing towards Thee from the
middle of the ocean, by severing his heads with Thy Sudarshana disc, Thou didst mow
down (with the same disc) Narakasura who fought fiercely with Thee with the help of
mighty four-tusked elephants, and, thus, took him across Hell (gave him liberation).

Dasakam: 081 -- Shlokam: 08

Being promptly praised by Goddess Earth (for Thy deed), and after giving the kingdom
along with a solitary elephant to Narakasura's son Bhagadatta, Thou didst despatch to
Thy own city of Dwaraka, the remaining elephants, as also the 16000 maidens who
had been imprisoned by the wicked Narakasura (and who were totally devoted to
Thee), along with the booty of considerable wealth.

Dasakam: 081 -- Shlokam: 09

On Thy proceeding to the heavens with Thy beloved, Satyabhama (whose beauty
humbled the celestial damsels), and restoring to Aditi her earring which had been
snatched from her by Narakasura, Thou wert worshipped by Indra and other gods.
Then, as Thou uprooted the Kalpaka tree to take it with Thee to Thy city), the enraged
Indra gave fight to Thee and suffered defeat at Thy hands, whereafter Thou returned to
Dwaraka. This was done by Thee to demonstrate to the world the evil consequence of
arrogance born out of prosperity.

Dasakam: 081 -- Shlokam: 10

Having planted the Kalpaka tree in Satyabhama's palace grounds, and having
accepted as wives, the 16000 maidens (rescued from Narakasura's clutches), Thou
didst assume multiple forms and delight them with diverse amorous sports in their
respective houses, witnessed with astonishment by Sage Narada, and did beget ten
sons through each of them. O Lord of Guruvayur, may Thou protect me.
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Dasakam: 082 -- Shlokam: 01

Rukmini's (and Thy) son, Pradyumna, returned to Dwaraka with Rati, after killing the
demon Sambara, who had kidnapped him as soon as he was born. (Pradyumna was
Kamadeva, reborn after being burnt to ashes by Lord Siva in anger. After kidnapping
him on birth, Sambara threw him into the sea, where he was swallowed by a fish,
which was caught by a fisherman and brought to Sambara's house. When cut open by
Sambara's cook for making a dish for Sambara, Pradyumna came out of the belly of
the fish and was secretly brought up by Rati who was then staying in Sambara's
household and had recognised him as Kamadeva reborn.) Pradyumna also carried
away Rukmi's daughter, Rukmavati, (by her good fortune), who later bore him a son,
Aniruddha, the virtuous. Thou didst attend the wedding of Aniruddha with Rochana,
grand-daughter of Rukmi, soon after which, Rukmi was killed by Balarama in a quarrel
arising from a game of dice.

Dasakam: 082 -- Shlokam: 02

The demon, Bana, of a thousand arms, son of Bali (devotee of Siva), had a daughter,
Usha, who was esteemed by all. O Lord, that Usha, having enjoyed, in a dream, the
company of Thy grandson, Aniruddha (whom she had never seen), fell in love with him
and suffered the pangs of separation.

Dasakam: 082 -- Shlokam: 03

Usha recognised Aniruddha (as her dream companion) from the pictures drawn by her
companion, Chitralekha, (daughter of Kumbhanda), who possessed Yogic powers and
was a good artist besides. At her behest, Aniruddha was spirited away from Thy house
at night by Chitralekha (by use of her Yogic powers) and brought to Usha's apartments.

Dasakam: 082 -- Shlokam: 04

Aniruddha, who was having a joyous time with Usha in the latter's quarters, was
spotted by Bana who, promptly, managed with some difficulty, to seize and imprison
him. Incensed on learning of Aniruddha's imprisonment, through Narada, Thou didst
lay seige to Bana's city, Sonitapura with the Yadava army.
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Dasakam: 082 -- Shlokam: 05

Lord Siva, the guardian deity of Bana's city, confronted Thee with his Bhoota hordes.
The mighty Bana fought with Satyaki, and Skanda (Subramania) with Pradyumna,
while Thou didst engage Siva, (the destroyer of the three Puras).

Dasakam: 082 -- Shlokam: 06

As Siva, with all his weapons neutralised, was rendered unconscious by Thy Mohana
missile, the Bhoota hordes fled in fear, and the leaders of Pramathaganas (Siva's
attendants) were all crushed. Pradyumna's arrows made short work of Skanda, while
Balarama smashed Kumbhanda, as if he were a pot.

Dasakam: 082 -- Shlokam: 07

Bana who, then, mounted a massive attack on Thee with 500 bows, soon fell back with
all his bows shattered. The Saiva fever (Lord of fevers) was overwhelmed by Thy
(Vaishnava) fever, whereupon, that Saiva fever, in a chastened mood, extolled Thy
greatness and, after conferring immunity from it on all Thy devotees, retreated. Rudra's
followers, although innately wise, are generally seen to be violent owing to excess of
Tamas (darkness).

Dasakam: 082 -- Shlokam: 08

Bana, who, out of arrogance, resumed the assault on Thee with many weapons, soon
had all his arms, barring two on each side of his body, severed. Immediately, Thou
wert praised by Sankara (Lord Siva) on realising that he and Thee were, in essence,
the same, and, at his plea, Thou didst spare Bana. After being honoured by Bana,
Thou didst return to Thy abode, Dwaraka, along with Aniruddha and Usha.

Dasakam: 082 -- Shlokam: 09

Thy repeated victories over Indra, over Varuna (when Nandagopa was kidnapped by
him while bathing), over Yama (by reclaiming from him the son of Thy preceptor,
Sandeepani), over Agni (by Thy devouring the wild forest fire), over Brahma (when he
stole the calves) and over Siva here in the battle with Bana, O Lord, amply prove that
this incarnation of Thine as Krishna surpasses all other incarnations and is most
superior.
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Dasakam: 082 -- Shlokam: 10

Thou didst send to heaven King Nriga, who had been turned into a chameleon by the
curse of a holy man, and also didst instruct Thy own people on the greatness and
efficacy of devotion to holy men (Brahmins). O Lord of Guruvayur, may Thou protect
me.

Dasakam: 083 -- Shlokam: 01

Balarama had gone to Gokula and was engaged in amorous sports with the damsels
there, in a state of intoxication, and had changed the course of the Yamuna out of rage
at her not responding to his call. At that juncture, one Paundraka, holding himself out
as an incarnation of Narayana, on being ill-advised by his courtiers, deputed a
messenger to Thee.

Dasakam: 083 -- Shlokam: 02

The messenger, in Thy open court, to the amusement of all those present, delivered
the message from Paundraka claiming himself to be an incarnation of Narayana, and
calling upon Thee to discard Thy emblems, like conch, discus, etc. and seek his
refuge.

Dasakam: 083 -- Shlokam: 03

On the departure of the messenger, Thou didst proceed to Paundraka's capital city,
along with the Yadava army and, there, didst see Paundraka with a Srivatsa-like mark
branded on his chest with a hot iron rod, a Kaustubha-like valuable gem round his
neck, fish-shaped ear-ornaments, and clad in yellow garment.

Dasakam: 083 -- Shlokam: 04

When Paundraka threw at Thee his own disc of iron, Thou didst sever his head with
Thy Sudarshana, emitting sparks of the fire of cosmic destruction. Further, Thou didst
decimate his army and hurl into Kasi, the head of his friend, the King of Kasi.
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Dasakam: 083 -- Shlokam: 05

Imagining himself to be Vaasudeva all the time, although through foolishness and on
the advice of immature courtiers, he had developed a feeling of oneness with Thee
and, thereby, attained salvation. Who can, indeed, divine anyone's merit and what
would ensue from it ?

Dasakam: 083 -- Shlokam: 06

Sudakshina, son of the King of Kasi, who had acquired magical powers by propitiating
Lord Siva, through deeds of black magic, despatched towards Thee, a fire-emitting euvil
spirit, named Kritya, accompanied by some Bhootas who had fled in fright during Thy
battle with Bana, but had been persuaded by Sudakshina, with great difficulty, to fight
on his side.

Dasakam: 083 -- Shlokam: 07

Terrified at the havoc wrought by Kritya, (with legs as stout as Palmyra trees), and
burning down everything in its path, the citizens rushed to Thee for succour. Without in
the least interrupting the game of dice, which Thou wert playing, Thou didst
immediately despatch Thy Sudarshana, which was near at hand.

Dasakam: 083 -- Shlokam: 08

Unable to withstand the might of the Sudarshana advancing towards it with
immeasurable lustre, the Kritya fled, waliling in distress, and vented its rage on
Sudakshina for using it for an improper, evil purpose (in violation of the code laid down
by Lord Siva for its use) and burnt him (Sudakshina) down and also reduced the city of
Kasi to ashes.

Dasakam: 083 -- Shlokam: 09

Vivida , who had, in Thy incarnation as Rama, served Thee and helped in destroying
the Rakshasas, being desirous of meeting with death at the hands of a part incarnation
of Thine, took birth as a wicked person, and, as minister of Narakasura, wrought havoc
in the country. He fought with Balarama in the vicinity of Dwaraka and was easily killed
by the latter, by a blow with the palm of his hand.
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Dasakam: 083 -- Shlokam: 10

Balarama went to Hastinapura to conciliate the Kauravas who held in captivity, Samba,
(son of Jambavati) for his abduction of Duryodhana's daughter, Lakshana. Infuriated by
their unyielding attitude, Balarama shook the city of Hastinapura and released Samba.
Deciding that the Kauravas should meet their end at the hands of the Pandavas, Thou
didst not send the Yadava army there. O Lord of Guruvayur, whose divine sports are
hard to understand, may Thou alleviate my sufferings.

Dasakam: 084 -- Shlokam: 01

Once, on the occasion of a solar eclipse, entrusting Dwaraka to the care of Kritavarma
and Aniruddha, Thou didst visit the sacred spot named Samantapanchaka, along with
the Yadavas and their womenfolk.

Dasakam: 084 -- Shlokam: 02

After performing ablutions in the holy waters, and, thereby, sanctifying them, for the
good of the world at large, Thou didst give away lavish gifts, in cash and kind, to saintly
persons, and also mix with Thy friends, the Kauravas, Pandavas, and others.

Dasakam: 084 -- Shlokam: 03

Draupadi, an intense devotee of Thine, spent a happy time with Thy wives, listening
with great delight to their narration of the diverse ways in which each of them was
carried away by Thee as Thy consort.

Dasakam: 084 -- Shlokam: 04

Then, O Lord, on seeing the Gopas who too had come there, Thou didst approach
them with joy and honour them as also their women, who had become emaciated due
to pangs of long separation from Thee.

Dasakam: 084 -- Shlokam: 05

On account of the intense delight felt by those women on meeting Thee, their
annoyance at the long separation from Thee melted away, and their bosoms burst out
of their blouses with the intensity of their love for Thee. Thou didst then, recline on
those bosoms, which were extremely dear to Thee due to old familiarity.
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Dasakam: 084 -- Shlokam: 06

On Thy explaining to Radha that, owing to frequent conflicts and quarrels with
enemies, there was long delay in Thy coming, and embracing her, she was
overwhelmed and became totally absorbed in Thee.

Dasakam: 084 -- Shlokam: 07

Then, in privacy, Thou didst impart to the Gopis the knowledge of Thy being the
Supreme Consciousness Bliss, the Brahman, the Self of all beings and the Reality
Absolute, and didst instill this true knowledge and understanding clearly in their hearts,
whereby, they became free from the pangs of separation.

Dasakam: 084 -- Shlokam: 08

Earlier, owing to the advice of Thy friend and messenger, Uddhava, they had
developed mixed feelings of joy and sorrow in separation from Thee. After this
instruction from Thee in person, their minds were cleansed of all sorrow, and they
experienced the Supreme Bliss of union with Thee at the mere thought about Thee.

Dasakam: 084 -- Shlokam: 09

Thy father, Vasudeva, sought the advice of the great saints assembled there on the
auspicious rites to be performed to atone for one's sins, to which the saints laughingly
responded, saying where was the need for such rites when Thou wert born as his son.
Nevertheless, they were prevailed upon to perform the sacrificial rites on his behalf.

Dasakam: 084 -- Shlokam: 10

When these great yajnas were in progress, wherein Thy friends joyously participated,
the Gopas, honoured by the Yadavas, spent three months in Thy company with great
rejoicing, as in the olden days..
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Dasakam: 084 -- Shlokam: 11

When the time for departure came, Thou didst go to Radha and hold her in a tight
embrace, and seeing that she was free from sorrow, Thou didst leave for Dwaraka with
a joyous heart. O Lord of Guruvayur, save me from all my ailments.

Dasakam: 085 -- Shlokam: 01

Then, O Lord, the 20,800 kings who had been imprisoned for a long time by
Jarasandha, King of Magadha, sent a messenger to Thee, the sole refuge of the
helpless, praying, in brief, for the destruction of Jarasandha and their release from
confinement.

Dasakam: 085 -- Shlokam: 02

As Thou wert preparing to march against Jarasandha, Narada apprised Thee of
Yudhishtira's embarking upon the sacrifice of Rajasuya. Although perplexed for a
moment as to which of the two should be accorded priority, Thou didst decide to
proceed to Yudhishtira's capital, Indraprastha, on being advised by Uddhava that both
objects would be achieved simultaneously, considering that the Rajasuya can be
undertaken only after vanquishing all enemies, of which Jarasandha was one.

Dasakam: 085 -- Shlokam: 03

On Thy arrival at Indraprastha with all Thy wives, Yudhishtira, who had become
immensely wealthy with the help of his brothers by their increased might due to Thy
gracious side glance, deputed Thee (who art the servant of Thy devotees) to
Jarasandha, accompanied by Bhima and Arjuna. Wonder of wonders, indeed !

Dasakam: 085 -- Shlokam: 04

O Lord, all three of you, then, proceeding to Girivraj, capital of Jarasandha, in the garb
of Brahmins, sought of Jarasandha, the boon of a duel as a festival. As Jarasandha
lacked sufficient merit to be killed by Thee, Thou didst contrive to make him fight with
Bhima, while, along with Arjuna, Thou didst look on as one who induces Kings to fight
each other.

Dasakam: 085 -- Shlokam: 05
Jarasandha, who, in his arrogance, was fighting ferociously, was killed by Bhima, by
his body being split vertically down the middle, following a hint from Thee, by the act of
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splitting a twig. Then, Thou didst release the Kings from captivity and, besides,
blessing them with joy, Thou didst confer on them Supreme devotion to Thee and
enjoin them (who were free from worldly desires) to rule the earth according to Dharma
(righteousness and justice).

Dasakam: 085 -- Shlokam: 06

Thereatfter, in the course of the Rajasuya sacrifice performed by Yudhishtira, in which
all the assembled Kings gladly contributed their services, Thou, O Lord of the Universe,
didst Thyself wash the feet of the holy men. How is one to describe the height of that
great King's good fortune !

Dasakam: 085 -- Shlokam: 07

Then, in the ceremony of Rajasuya, after considering to whom the prime or first
worship should be extended, Yudhishtira, on the counsel of Sahadeva, performed, in
that assembly, the Agrapuja in honour of Thee, who art the very Soul of the whole
Universe. The entire universe, including all gods and men, rejoiced at the honour done
to Thee.

Dasakam: 085 -- Shlokam: 08

Sisupala, King of Chedi, suddenly jumped from his seat, holding aloft his weapons and
pouring forth a volley of abuses on Thee, such as "Strange indeed, that the prime
honour is given to a cowherd lad of despicable conduct, while so many sages and
kings are present; who is that fool doing this." The Pandava brothers thereupon rushed
at him in anger.

Dasakam: 085 -- Shlokam: 09

Holding back Thy allies, the Pandavas, Thou didst Thyself sever the head of the
onrushing Sisupala with Thy discus which destroys demons. With his mind purified by
continuously thinking of Thee with hatred, in three lives (as Hiranyakasipu, Ravan, and,
now, Sisupala) he attained that ultimate union with Thee, which is hard for even Yogis
to attain.

Dasakam: 085 -- Shlokam: 10
On the glorious sacrifice, Rajasuya, being successfully completed by Thee, the
assembled people departed raising paeans of "Victory to Yudhishtira, and Victory to
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Krishna". However, Duryodhana, who was burning with jealousy at the prosperity of his
enemies (the Pandavas), lost his poise and stumbled in front of the Assembly Hall
(constructed for the Pandavas by Maya, architect of the demons), out of his perplexity
and confusion between firm ground and running water.

Dasakam: 085 -- Shlokam: 11

Then, O Janardana, Eternal, All-pervading Lord, by encouraging slightly by Thy side-
long glance, the laughter of derision arising from Draupadi and Bhima (at Duryodhana's
discomfiture), Thou didst sow, then itself, the seed for the eventual eradication of evil
and ridding of this earth of its burden. O Lord of Guruvayur, save me from my ailments.

Dasakam: 086 -- Shlokam: 01

During Thy sojourn in Indraprastha, Thy city, Dwaraka, was invaded by Salva, who
after tasting defeat by the Yadava army during the wedding of Rukmini, had obtained
from Lord Siva, an aerial vehicle by name Saubha, and was also endowed with
magical powers. Pradyumna, with the entire Yadava army, repelled the attack and, in
the ensuing battle that lasted for 27 days, killed his (Salva's) powerful minister,
Dyuman.

Dasakam: 086 -- Shlokam: 02

Returning quickly to Dwaraka along with Balarama, Thou didst join battle with Salva. In
that battle, when Salva knocked down Thy bow, Sarnga, with his mace, and, further,
staged an illusive killing of Thy father, by killing a likeness of his, created by his
magical powers, it is held by some that Thou wert, for a monment, taken aback; but,
Sage Vyasa, has refuted this canard.

Dasakam: 086 -- Shlokam: 03

When, after pulverising the aerial vehicle, Saubha, with Thy mace and consigning the
pieces to the sea, Thou didst quickly behead Salva with Thy disc, Dantavaktra attacked
Thee by hitting Thee violently with his mace. Then, Thou didst, with Thy mace, kill him
too, that repository of good deeds, and like Sisupala, he too attained union with Thee.
The purpose of this incarnation of Thine as Krishna was the final deliverance of all
those whose minds were set on Thee for long.
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Dasakam: 086 -- Shlokam: 04

During Thy absence, (when Thou wert away in Dwaraka), a fraudulent game of dice
took place in the Kaurava court, to which Draupadi was dragged by her tresses,
weeping and wailing loudly. Then, Thou didst, out of great compassion, endow her with
an endless garment (to foil her disrobing by Dussasana). Again, when Draupadi,
finding herself in a predicament of being unable to provide food to Sage Durvasa (a
part incarnation of Siva) who had arrived when the food had been exhausted, and
fearing his curse, prayed to Thee for succour, Thou didst promptly reach her side and,
by eating a bit of leaf left in the cooking vessel, assuage the hunger of Durvasa and the
sages accompanying him.

Dasakam: 086 -- Shlokam: 05

Soon after, when consultations and preparations for the impending war were under
way, granting Arjuna’'s prayer for Thy assistance, Thou didst entrust the Yadava army
to Duryodhana, and decide to steer Arjuna’s chariot without Thyself taking up arms.
When, on Thy peace mission on behalf of the Pandavas to Hastinapura, Thy words
were listened to with respect by Bhishma, Drona and others, but were spurned by
Duryodhana, Thou didst reveal Thy Cosmic Form in that assembly of sages, and, thus,
shaking the whole city, return to the Pandavas.

Dasakam: 086 -- Shlokam: 06

Then, O Krishna, in the capacity of Arjuna'’s charioteer, seeing that warrior grief-
stricken and dejected at the prospect of having to kill all these relations in the
impending war, Thou didst impart to him the knowledge of the Ultimate Reality or
Truth, in these words: "O friend, what are you grieving for ? This Soul is Eternal, One
without a Second,; it has neither birth nor death. That being the Reality, who is the
slayer and who is the slain ? Hence, abandoning the notion of your killing your
relations, and with your mind totally dedicated to me, get up and fight this righteous war
and do your duty as a Kshatriya." Thou didst, then, reveal to him Thy Cosmic Form,
and thereby restored his equipoise.
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Dasakam: 086 -- Shlokam: 07

When Bhishma, the foremost of Thy devotees, who was also desirous of executing Thy
mission of mitigating the burden (of evil and injustice) on this earth, was killing more
than 10,000 soldiers day by day, and when Arjuna had also become exhausted by the
ferocity of the fighting, Thou didst charge towards Bhishma with Thy Sudarshana disc
in hand, as if enraged, and at the sight of Bhishma standing with his head bowed and
palms folded in submission to Thee, Thou didst withdraw in great joy. Thy happiness
was due to the fact that, even though Thy vow (not to take up arms in the war between
the Pandavas and Kauravas) was broken, Thou didst fulfil Thy devotee's resolution that
he would compel Thee to break Thy vow.

Dasakam: 086 -- Shlokam: 08

In the battle with Drona, Thou didst receive on Thy chest, the Narayana missile
discharged by Bhagadatta (son of Narakasura, who was fighting on the Kaurava's side
firmly seated on the only four-tusked elephant that was allowed to remain with him in
Thy battle against Narakasura) and thereby didst save Arjuna. By masking the sun's
rays with Thy disc (before sunset) Thou didst create the opportunity for Arjuna to kill
Jayadratha (and, thereby, fulfil his vow). Again, when the Naga (serpent) missile,
discharged by Karna, was speeding towards Arjuna'’s head, Thou didst save Arjuna by
pressing down with Thy foot Arjuna's chariot, whereby Arjuna’'s head was lowered
below the path of the missile, which merely broke Arjuna's crown, and his head was left
unharmed. What, indeed, hast Thou not done for the Pandavas ?

Dasakam: 086 -- Shlokam: 09

Balarama, who had left on a pilgrimage at the commencement of the hostilities, visited
the holy place of Naimisaranya, and, after killing a bard, (Suta) for failing to rise on his
approach and show due respect to him, and installing his son in his place, he also
killed the demon, Valkala, who used to hinder sacrifices every full moon and new moon
day. After completing his pilgrimage, Balarama arrived in Kurukshetra towards the end
of the war. The fight between Bhima and Duryodhana showing no signs of an early
end, he repaired to Thy city, Dwaraka.
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Dasakam: 086 -- Shlokam: 10

Confronting the wicked Aswatthama, who appeared to have lost his reason, because of
the enormity of his dastardly act of massacre of Draupadi's sons when they were
asleep, Arjuna, in obedience to Thy command, checked and neutralised the
Brahmastra discharged by Aswatthama, and, further, scooped out from his head, the
jewel (with which he was born). When the powerful missile again discharged by
Aswatthama, with the object of exterminating the Pandava clan, approached Uttara
(who was carrying Abhimanyu's child in her womb), Thou didst, with discus in hand,
enter the womb of Uttara, assuming the size of a thumb, and protect the foetus.

Dasakam: 086 -- Shlokam: 11

Bhishma (who had been vested by his father, Santanu with the power to choose the
moment of his death) instructed Yudhishtira in all the Dharmas (virtues, duties, etc)
from his bed of arrows. Then, on beholding Thee before him, that great devotee of
Thine attained the state of identity with the Supreme Brahman, through the intensity of
his devotion to Thee. Thereafter, Thou didst cause Yudhishtira to perform three very
exalted Aswamedha sacrifices, without any desire to reap the fruits thereof. Thou didst,
then, return to Dwaraka. O Lord of Guruvayur, may Thou save me from all my
ailments.

Dasakam: 087 -- Shlokam: 01

Thy companion while studying in Sage Sandipani's hermitage, a Brahmin by name
Kuchela, who was totally devoted to Thee, free from wordly desires and possessed of
a calm and collected disposition, was spending his days as a householder.

Dasakam: 087 -- Shlokam: 02

His wife who was of a similar detached temparament but had not attained control over
her mind to the same extent, one day suggested to him that he might pay a visit to his
friend, Lord of Rama (Krishna), for getting some means of livelihood.

Dasakam: 087 -- Shlokam: 03

Thus urged by his wife, out of her being afflicted by hunger, Kuchela, despite his
revulsion towards wealth, which is the source of arrogance, nevertheless, set out,
because of his eagerness to see Thee, carrying some parched, beaten rice, tied to the
end of his garment, as an offering to Thee.
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Dasakam: 087 -- Shlokam: 04

Arriving at Dwaraka, a city full of wonderful sights, he entered the house of Mitravinda,
out of the 16,008 houses of Thy consorts, and experienced that Supreme Bliss, as
though he had entered Vaikunttha itself. His joy knew no bounds on account of the
extremely cordial reception accorded by Thee. What more could one wish for ?

Dasakam: 087 -- Shlokam: 05

After doing him the proper honours, and getting him fanned by Thy consort herself, and
taking hold of his hands, Thou didst converse with him about the various memories of
those days in the Ashram of Sage Sandipani, and, in particular, about the incident
when both of you went to the forest at the instance of Thy teacher's wife, to gather fuel,
and were taken unawares by an untimely shower of rain.

Dasakam: 087 -- Shlokam: 06

On forcibly taking the beaten rice from Kuchela (who was feeling shy and hesitant to
offer it to Thee), and eating one handful, Thy consort, Rukmini, rushed to Thee in
alarm, and checked Thy hand, saying "This much is enough".

Dasakam: 087 -- Shlokam: 07

After being honoured by Thee, who art the devotee of Thy devotees,Kuchela spent one
night, very happily, in Thy city, and the next day, he set out on his return journey,
empty-handed. Thy blessing, indeed, is multifaceted and inscrutable.

Dasakam: 087 -- Shlokam: 08

"If only | had asked, Krishna would certainly have given; what shall | tell my wife? "
Thinking thus, he wound his way back home, with his mind wholly absorbed in the
pleasant conversation with Thee and Thy bewitching smile. Gradually, when he
reached his place, he suddenly saw before him a mansion resplendent with gems.
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Dasakam: 087 -- Shlokam: 09

Perplexed for a moment whether he had lost his way, he saw his wife, bedecked in
gold ornaments and jewellery, and surrounded by her companions. He then realised
the marvellous nature of Thy compassion.

Dasakam: 087 -- Shlokam: 10

Even while residing in a gem-studded mansion, Kuchela's intense devotion to Thee
increased steadily and, in due time, he attained salvation. O Lord of Guruvayur, may
Thou eradicate my afflictions.

Dasakam: 088 -- Shlokam: 01

Thy mother, Devaki, whose six sons, born before Thee, had been killed by Kamsa, had
been thirsting to see them. On learning about Thy feat of bringing back the son of Thy
preceptor, Sage Sandipani, (who had been given up for dead), and restoring him to his
parents, she expressed her desire to Thee. Thou didst go to the region, Sutala, from
where, after being honoured by Mahabali, Thou didst bring back those six sons to Thy
mother. They were originally born to Marichi, and were reborn as the sons of
Hiranyakashipu owing to a curse of Brahma. Having satisfied Thy mother's wish, Thou
didst lead those six sons to Thy own abode (heaven).

Dasakam: 088 -- Shlokam: 02

Being desirous of conferring Thy blessings on the noble Brahmana, famed as
Srutadeva, and Thy great devotee, King Bahulaswa, at one and the same time, Thou
didst arrive at Mithila, accompanied by sages.

Dasakam: 088 -- Shlokam: 03

Assuming two similar forms, Thou didst visit both their houses simultaneously. One
(the King) entertained Thee with an abundance of valuable gifts, while the other offered
to Thee fruits and (cooked) rice procured that very day (by begging). Thou wert equally
pleased with them both and didst grant salvation to both of them.

Dasakam: 088 -- Shlokam: 04

When, in Dwaraka, a Brahmana saw his sons dying one after the other and was loudly
lamenting their loss, Thou, who art the sustainer of the entire Universe, didst merely
say, "Who can avert fate ?". | believe that this attitude was deliberately assumed by
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Thee in order to humble the pride of Arjuna and elevate his intellect (blunted by the
wrong notion of Thy being but a human being) to the knowledge and realisation of the
highest Truth, by showing him Thy abode, Vaikunttha.

Dasakam: 088 -- Shlokam: 05

As the Brahmana had already lost eight sons, people went about insinuating that thy
indifference towards this matter was a pity. At this juncture, Arjuna, who had arrived in
Dwaraka and was staying with Thee as Thy friend, heard the lamentations of the
Brahmana over the loss of his ninth son too in a similar manner. Stung to the quick,
Arjuna took a vow that, in case he did not succeed in saving the Brahmana's next child,
he would immolate himself by fire.

Dasakam: 088 -- Shlokam: 06

Proud of his prowess, Arjuna went to the Brahmana's house without Thy knowledge
and, by using divine weapons and arrows, he created a (presumably) impregnable
fortress around the labour room, blocking all approaches to it. However, when the
child, immediately after birth, vanished by demolishing the fortress, Arjuna sped to the
abodes of Yama, Indra and other gods, by employing his Yogic powers, but met with
total failure in his attempt to bring the child back. As he was on the point of jumping into
the fire (to fulfil his vow), Thou didst prevent him from his act, with a gentle smile on
Thy face.

Dasakam: 088 -- Shlokam: 07

Speeding westward with Arjuna, in a fast chariot, Thou didst cross the mountain,
Lokaloka and, then, dispelling the intense darkness with the brilliance of Thy disc,
Sudarshana, and telling Arjuna "Look, look", Thou didst unveil to him (whose eyes
were dazzled by the rays issuing from Thy disc) that indescribably wonderful abode of
Thine, in the far distance beyond the Seven Seas, and entirely transcending the touch
of Tamoguna and Rajoguna.
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Dasakam: 088 -- Shlokam: 08

O Supreme Being, Thou along with Thy dear friend, Arjuna, didst, there, pay Thy
respects to (prostrate before) the Supreme Overlord of the Trinity, Brahma, Vishnu,
Siva, who was seated on the cushion of the Serpent King, Adisesha, bedecked with
divine ornaments and weapons, attired in a yellow silk robe, dark-blue in complexion,
like a newly-formed rain-cloud, possessed of an auspicious presence (in the person of
Goddess Lakshmi), who is the sole subject and meaning of the Vedas, and is Moksha
(salvation) personified, and who is none other than Thyself.

Dasakam: 088 -- Shlokam: 09

Lord Mahavishnu handed over the Brahmana's children to Thee, saying that He had
brought them in order to bring Thee and Arjuna to his abode, as He wished to see both
of you, who were, in truth, He Himself, though appearing different, His divinity being
fully manifest in one (Krishna) and latent or obstructed in the other (Arjuna).
Commanded by Him to take the children quickly, Thou didst return with them and
restore them to the Brahmana, while Thy glory was extolled by Arjuna.

Dasakam: 088 -- Shlokam: 10

Delighting the world by Thy multifarious exploits, strengthening the Vrishni race,
performing various sacrifices, entertaining Thy beloved, gazelle-eyed wives with
matchless sportive diversions, Thou, who art, verily, the Infinite Brahman, overspread
by a human form among the Yadus, didst shine in glory, giving liberation to Thy
devotees, on the pretext of mitigating the burden on the earth.

Dasakam: 088 -- Shlokam: 11

O Lord, the Sage NArada, forever immersed in the Bliss of service to Thee, stayed in
Dwaraka most of the time. From him, Thy father, Vasudeva (who had acquired
considerable merit by performing good deeds) received knowledge of the Ultimate
Reality. The wise and intelligent Uddhava, the foremost of Thy devotees, learnt from
Thee Thyself, the essence of spiritual knowledge and wisdom. He is widely believed to
be abiding even now at Badarikashrama, for the welfare of humanity.
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Dasakam: 088 -- Shlokam: 12

O Lord of Infinite Glory, this incarnation of Thine as Krishna surpasses and outshines
all other incarnations. In it, all people, everywhere, overcame all sorrows and attained
salvation by diverse, matchless, effortless Yogas (means or practices) like friendship,
fear, love, hatred, attachment, etc. O Lord of Guruvayur, may Thou deign to eradicate
all afflictions of the world and infuse everyone with perfect devotion to Thee.

Dasakam: 089 -- Shlokam: 01

According to my understanding, O Consort of Lakshmi, in this world, prosperity is hard
to come by for Thy devotees because of its propensity to generate pride. To those
whose minds have not become calm, Thou dost fulfil their desires only after bringing
mental tranquillity, whereas, to those who have already attained that state of mind,
Thou dost grant their wishes without delay. For Thy devotees, there can never be any
fall.

Dasakam: 089 -- Shlokam: 02

O Lord, in accordance with their inborn inclinations, people often worship Brahma, Siva
and other gods, who are easily gratified and equally easily irritated. Due to lack of
foresight, such persons soon come to grief, alas. The tale of the demon Vrikasura, is
indeed, a clear instance of this.

Dasakam: 089 -- Shlokam: 03

Vrikasura, son of Sakuni, once sought the advice of Sage Narada as to which god is
quickly propitiated, and was directed by the latter to do penance to Siva, and not to
Thee, who art not favourably inclined to the evil-minded.

Dasakam: 089 -- Shlokam: 04

Getting no response after doing severe penance to Siva, (for six days), Vrikasura lost
his temper on the seventh day and, by threatening to cut off his own head, he
compelled Siva to appear before him, immediately. Vrikasura asked, of that Lord of the
universe, Siva, for the very trivial, but pernicious, boon of being able to cause the death
of anyone by placing his (Vrikasura's) hand on the head of the other. How can anyone
who has no devotion to Thee, possess wisdom or discrimination ?
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Dasakam: 089 -- Shlokam: 05

On being granted the boon he sought, that Asura charged at Siva, in the like manner
as a lion released from confinement rushes to attack its saviour. Siva, thereupon took
to his heels out of fear of the Asura and ran about in all directions, all the time looking
back at his pursuer. While the entire world watched silently, Thou, espying Siva from a
distance making for Thy abode, didst assume the guise of a clever celibate
(Brahmachari) and confronted that demon, before he reached Vaikunttha.

Dasakam: 089 -- Shlokam: 06

Accosting the Asura with the words: "Hail to you, O son of Sakuni, why are you running
about now relying on the words of that ghost ? In case you doubt my words, why not
place your fingers on your head ? " Completely taken in by these words of Thine, he
placed his hand on his own head and immediately fell down dead, like an uprooted
tree. This is what becomes of the devotees of other deities. However, Thou alone art,
indeed, the refuge, even of Siva.

Dasakam: 089 -- Shlokam: 07

Once, the sages residing on the banks of the river, Saraswati, wanting to find out who
among the Trinity (Brahma, Vishnu, Siva) was most Sattvik in disposition, deputed
Bhrigu (son of Brahma) on this quest. Brahma was greatly angered by Bhrigu's lack of
due respect to him, when he approached him, but controlled his temper, while Siva, to
whom, too, Bhrigu showed similar disrespect, rushed to kill him, but was prevented by
Parvati. Bhrigu, then approached Thee.

Dasakam: 089 -- Shlokam: 08

When the sage Bhrigu kicked Thee, O Lotus-eyed One, Thou, who wert sleeping on
Lakshmi Devi's lap, didst rise with joy and address him thus: " O noblest of Sages,
please forgive me for everything; your footprint on my chest shall, forever, remain as a
decoration (ornament) to me (the famed Srivatsa).
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Dasakam: 089 -- Shlokam: 09

Having thus identified Thee as possessing the Sattvic quality to the highest degree,
those sages residing on the banks of the Saraswati worshipped Thee with steady
devotion and attained salvation. We too, O Changeless One, worship Thee alone, who
art the sole embodiment of Sattwa Guna to the most exalted degree, and art totally
untainted by the fault of subsequent degeneration or decay.

Dasakam: 089 -- Shlokam: 10

O All-pervading Infinite One, O Lord of Guruvayur, for the eradication of all my sorrows,
| worship Thee, the Supreme Being, the non-dual (One without a Second) Existence-
Consciousness-Bliss, who wert, at the commencement of Creation, extolled by all the
Vedas, like bards, as it were, and who art the embodiment of the aggregate merits of
the Gopa maidens.

Dasakam: 090 -- Shlokam: 01

O Supreme Being ! From the episodes of Vrikasura, Sage Bhrigu, the Mohini
incarnation, King Ambarisha and others, it is here firmly established that Thy glory is
superior to, and transcends, that of Siva and all other gods. Thou art none other than
the Nishkala (attribute-less) Supreme Brahman, as also all the Sakala (qualified,
attributive) forms like Brahma, Siva, etc. and art that Indefinable One who doth shine
as the essence of all.

Dasakam: 090 -- Shlokam: 02

Of the five-fold aspects of the Trinity, namely Brahma, Vishnu, Siva (Rudra), along
with Sadasiva and Ishwara, which are spoken about by Saivas (followers of Siva),
Thou, the Supreme One is, verily, Sadasiva; and Ishwara is Thyself too, the Lord of
Vaikunttha. Thou alone dost manifest as the Trinity (Brahma, Vishnu, Siva), in the
Satyaloka of three divisions.

Dasakam: 090 -- Shlokam: 03

Among the Trinity, Thy pure Sattvik form is known as Vishnu. In Thy Brahma aspect,
there is a preponderance of Rajas, with only a little of Sattva. In Thy form called
Sankara, along with an abundance of Sattva, Tamoguna also expresses itself in its
activities.
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Dasakam: 090 -- Shlokam: 04

Thou art, indeed, that Supreme Being, that pure Consciousness, transcending the
Trinity, and Thou alone art the Sarva (Siva) whom the Saivas worship, due to Thy
being the soul (essence) of all. There are many definite proofs that, that Sarva is also
Thy form only.

Dasakam: 090 -- Shlokam: 05

Sri Sankara Bhagavadpada, who is reputedly free from bias and sectarianism,
worshipped Thee particularly among all Sakala forms (those having attributes) of
Thine. He wrote Commentatries only on Vishnu Sahasranama, Bhagavadgita and
other works depicting Thee. In the end, he also attained salvation singing Thy praises.

Dasakam: 090 -- Shlokam: 06

At the commencement of his Treatise on Mantra Sastra (known as Prapanchasara), Sri
Sankara has described Thee as the Lord of all, transcending the Trinity of Gods, and
possessing the lustre of the Kalaya flower. While dealing with Pranava, too, after
describing meditation on Thy Nishkala aspect, he has mentioned Thee alone as the
object of Sakala meditation, too, and not any other deity.

Dasakam: 090 -- Shlokam: 07

In the Puranasangraha, which gives the gist of all the Puranas, Thy glory is described
without any room for doubt. Thy abode, Vaikunttha, is mentioned as being above the
three divisions of Satyaloka occupied by the Trinity. No such mention is made in
relation to Siva.

Dasakam: 090 -- Shlokam: 08

O Lord ! That form of Thine which was revealed to Brahma here in the Brahma Kalpa,
and which is described in the Second Canto of the Bhagavata, has been assigned the
appellations of Hari (Vishnu), Sarva (Siva), etc. in the Puranasara of Sri Vidyaranya
(though he was a devotee of Siva).

Dasakam: 090 -- Shlokam: 09
Those who, in conformity with their natural inclinations, or tendencies (Vasanas),
worship Siva, do obtain the desired ends by firm devotion to him (Siva) only. It is with a
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view to encourage and motivate such persons that Sage Vyasa has eulogised Siva in
his works like Skanda Purana, and made statements deprecating Thee.

Dasakam: 090 -- Shlokam: 10

Arthavadas, or exaggeratory declarations, are of three kinds, namely, those which are
neither contrary to available pramanas (proofs or authority) nor verifiable by
experience; those which are verifiable by experience; and those which are contrary to
experience, bordering on perverted interpretations. These are all devices employed by
their proponents with a definite objective in view, or to score debating points, and are
not to be taken in the literal sense. Statements in the Skanda and other Puranas
attributing Tamoguna or defeat to Thee etc fall in this category and are motivated by
the objective of intensifying devotion to one's chosen deity, and are not to be
understood as belittling Thee.

Dasakam: 090 -- Shlokam: 11

Whatever | have mentioned here, ignorant as | am, is merely by way of reference to
what is found in treatises like MantraSastra, etc (and not my own opinion or belief). O
Supreme One, whose glory has been extolled in Bhagavata, which contains the
guintessence of Sage Vyasa's teachings, may Thou dispel my ailments and inculcate
in me firm devotion to Thee.

Dasakam: 091 -- Shlokam: 00
Introduction

In the decade comprising Dasakams 91 to 100, Narayana Bhattathiri, the poet-
composer of this panegyric, propounds the supremacy of the path of devotion (Bhakti)
to the supreme Lord Krishna, being the complete incarnation of Maha Vishnu, as the
royal highway to the attainment of liberation from the endless cycle of births and deaths
in the phenominal world of being and becoming, which the individual soul - jeevathma -
undergoes through the compulsive, irresistible, all-engrossing and all-consuming power
of Maya or delusion, to which the entire Universe and everything therein - animate and
inanimate - is forever subject over Time, which has neither beginning nor end. Through
a detailed analysis of the elements of this path of Devotion and its step by step
development through unremitting effort and practice, the poet establishes this path as
superior to all other means of attaining the objective of Mokasha or Liberation, specially
in the Kali Yuga through which the Universe is passing at present.
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Dasakam: 091 -- Shlokam: 01

O, Sri Krishna, Lord of Lords ! The worship of Thy feet is, in my estimation, the most
effective means of release from the fear that the soul is prey to, owing to its attachment
to unreal objects (body etc.) and ego-centric thoughts of "I" and "mine", which leads to
its mortal nature and to distress and affliction of various kinds. By such worship (of Thy
Feet), this fear is wholly annihilated. The mortal one who faithfully observes and
follows the modes of worship, ordained by Thee, never falters or loses his way, even if
he may be running with eyes closed due to the power of Maya.

Dasakam: 091 -- Shlokam: 02

O, Supreme Lord ! | dedicate to Thee, here and now, all that | do, again and again and
from time to time, with my body, words (speech) and mind, actuated and instigated by
Thy Supreme Power. One who has offered to Thee and concentrated in Thee his entire
equipment of mind, deeds, speech, organs of sense and action, their objects and prana
(vital breath) does thereby sanctify the Universe, even if he happens to be a Chandala
(low caste), but not the one who is averse (indifferent) to Thy Feet, even if he happens
to be a high born Brahmin.

Dasakam: 091 -- Shlokam: 03

The thing that causes fear is, indeed, a mental projection of something different from
one's own self. Hence, | shall, to the best of my ability, attempt to rein in this mental
activity by conscious, intense practice of oneness with Thee. Nevertheless this attempt
is often frustrated by the overwhelming power of Maya. Hence, O Lord, | shall gain
victory over fear through constant meditation, with intense devotion, upon Thee, who is
overlord of Maya itself.

Dasakam: 091 -- Shlokam: 04

Association with Thy devotees leads to the birth of devotion as also its development, in
those who have accumulated Punya by performance of good deeds in past lives, even
as association with the prosperous leads one to prosperity. Therefore, O Lord, | pray
for association with Thy devotees, so that, by constantly listening to their recounting of
Thy glories, my devotion to Thee (which drives away all sins) may become firm too.
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Dasakam: 091 -- Shlokam: 05

While following the path of devotion which | prefer (over other paths) for the attainment
of salvation, I shall unremittingly recite Thy names, incarnations and sportive deeds,
whereby my mind soon melts and leads me to behave as one possessed - sometimes
weeping or roaring, singing loudly or dancing, and wander about without attachment to
this world of objects. O Lord, may Thee in Thy infinite mercy, ordain me thus.

Dasakam: 091 -- Shlokam: 06

May | pay obeisance to the five primordial elements (Earth, Water, Fire, Air and Ether)
and to the entire universe of objects, moving and stationary, embodied out of these
elements, be they birds, fish, beasts, etc., or human beings, friends or foes, with a
mind disciplined to the concept that all these are manifestations of Thine Own Self.

O Lord of the Universe, is it not true that by service to Thee and out of Thy infinite
mercy alone, without any other effort, | shall attain intense devotion to Thee, non-
attachment (to material objects) and realisation of Thy ultimate truth?

Dasakam: 091 -- Shlokam: 07

With my mind absorbed in Thee, not being overwhelmed by bondage-induced feelings
of hunger, thirst, etc., constantly engaged in Thy meditation, never deviating even for a
fraction of a moment from Thy feet, overcoming feelings of joy and sorrow,
respectively, in things pleasant and unpleasant through understanding and realising
that these are born out of Maya or delusion, may | wander around with a mind well-
cooled by the radiance emanating from Thy moon-like toe nails.

Dasakam: 091 -- Shlokam: 08

In case | am at present not mature enough to realise Thy oneness with these different
elements, may | at least develop love towards Thee, friendliness towards Thy
devotees, tolerance towards the dull-witted and ignorant and indifference towards
enemies. Further may eagerness to worship Thy image with steady faith grow in me.
Indeed one who serves Thee thus also soon reaches a position of superiority among
Thy devotees.
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Dasakam: 091 -- Shlokam: 09

O Lord of the Universe, may Thou save me from being overpowered by Thy Maya
(delusive power) which conceals Thy true nature and projects this world made up of
the five elements (Earth, Water, Fire, Air, Ether) and consigns all creatures to the web
of sufferings caused by their past actions. As the Sage Prabuddha did tell Videha,
worship of Thy Lotus Feet alone can conquer that Maya.

Dasakam: 091 -- Shlokam: 10

Having acquired discrimination (between the real and unreal) through observation of
the sufferings of all creatures, | may gain knowledge of Thy true nature from a great
preceptor, and by means of intense devotion generated by my constantly listening to
the accounts of Thy glories and deeds, | shall cross the (ocean of) Maya and
experience supreme bliss at Thy Feet. However this is but a preliminary step to the
attainment of devotional love towards Thee. O Lord of Guruvayur, may Thou deign to
destroy all my afflictions.

Dasakam: 092 -- Shlokam: 01

While prescribing rituals for the attainment of various ends, the Vedas expect these to
be performed without attachment to, or in expectation (anticipation) of, their results,
which are essentially ephemeral. By dedicating these actions to Thee alone, | shall
save myself from the bondage of their results. | shall try to avoid performing, by
thought, word or deed, any deed forbidden by the Vedas. But, if by inadvertence or
compulsion, | happen to perform any such deed, | dedicate these also to Thee, the
very light of consciousness.

Dasakam: 092 -- Shlokam: 02

In worshipping Thee in modes other than those laid down in the Vedas, too, | shall
visualise Thee in Thy pure satvik mode dear to me, in an image made out of stone,
clay or other authorised substance, or in my heart alone, and do this regularly by
offering to Thee flowers, incense and food stuffs, to the extent of my affordability, and
purified by devotion. May I, O Lord, thereby attain Thy Grace.

Dasakam: 092 -- Shlokam: 03

| sympathise with women and low-born classes who do not have the good fortune to
listen to narrations of Thy exploits. | especially, however, bewail the fate of those twice
born (high caste) persons who, even with ample opportunities to worship Thee,
squander these in pursuits solely for the sake of livelihood through selfishness and
succumbing to worldly pleasures, disregarding Thy teachings and repeated

This compilation of gist of Narayaneeyam shlokams prepared by Lalitha and
Sanatkumar for private circulation only.



Page 180 of 202

exhortations. What evil deed do such persons not perpetrate out of arrogance because
of their high birth and learning ! O Lord, may Thou prevent me from becoming one like
these.

Dasakam: 092 -- Shlokam: 04

Those that are devoid of devotion to Thee mock at Thy devotees and accuse them of
chanting Thy names as cloak to hide their own their misdeeds, or censure them (even
one's own brother) for obstructing them in their worldly pursuits. O Lord, may Thou
save me from becoming one like these.

Dasakam: 092 -- Shlokam: 05

In the Krita Yuga, people do penance by invoking Thee in the white and resplendent
form of an illustrious sage. In the Treta Yuga they worship Thee as the Yajna Purusha
of red hue and bearing various accessories needed for the sacrifice. In the Dwapara
Yuga, Thy worshippers visualise Thee in light blue complexion, effulgent with discus,
mace etc., in Thy hands and perform Tantrik rights. In the present Kali Yuga, people
worship Thee of blue complexion by chanting Thy names.

Dasakam: 092 -- Shlokam: 06

Glory be to this Kali Yuga, as those born in it attain Thy Grace effortlessly and speedily
through the chanting of Thy names alone. So much so, that, even those born in the
earlier Yugas (Krita, Treta and Dwapara) are said to yearn for birth in Kali Yuga. O
Lord Omniscient, slayer of Mura and granter of all desires, may Thou not delude us
(who are born fortunately in this Kali Yuga) with the poison of worldly pleasures.

Dasakam: 092 -- Shlokam: 07

Among Thy countless devotees, a large majority are found in the Dravida region
(Southern India), especially along the banks of rivers Kaveri, Tamraparni, Kritamala
(Vaigai) and the sacred Prateechi, the Bharatapuzha in Malabar. O Lord, may Thou not
confound me, who is born in this region, and, besides, harbours devotion to Thee, with
bonds of earthly desires.

Dasakam: 092 -- Shlokam: 08
black Opx solid; FONT-FAMILY: 'Helvetica'; BACKGROUND-COLOR: beige"> In the
Kali Yuga, Thy worship yields quick results, whereas punishment for evil deeds follows
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after long delay and in future lives. This Kali is ever afraid of Thy devotees. Therefore,
O Lord, even if Kali removes a person from this life by disease etc., before his devotion
matures, may Thou punish him (Kali) for such act, even as King Parikshit, after drawing
his sword to kill him, eventually spared Kali in recognition of his redeeming qualities.

Dasakam: 092 -- Shlokam: 09

Sages have declared that, in Kali Yuga, eight deeds -

* bathing in river Ganges;

* study of Bhagavad Gita;

* recitaion of Gayatri Mantra;

* offer of Tulasi leaf (balsam);

* offer of scented clay, Gopika Chandana,;

* worship of Saligrama (stone image);

* fasting on Ekadasi (elevent day of each fortnight); and

* chanting of Thy holy names (even if done without understanding their meanings)
- all of which need little effort, lead to swift liberation through propitiating Thee.
O Lord ! May Thou cause me to practice these with sincerity.

Dasakam: 092 -- Shlokam: 10

One who takes refuge in Thee, heart and soul, eschewing all egocentric activities,
thereby, discharges his debts to the gods, sages and the manes (of departed
ancestors), because Thou dost reside in the heart of such a one and neutralise the
consequences of his past deeds, including the evil and prohibited ones. May Thou, O
Guruvayurappa, deign to wipe away the distress caused by my past sinful deeds and
engender devotion to Thee in me.

Dasakam: 093 -- Shlokam: 01

Concentrating my mind upon Thee through Thy grace alone, and realising that this
universe and everything therein are but projections or manifestations of Thy Maya
(delusive power), | shall be able to renounce all attachments and freely wander about
without a care. Scriptural do's and don'ts apply only to those in whose mind
discrimination or the concept of duality between good and evil prevails, but not to one
whose mind is engrossed in Thee and thereby transcends such notions.

Dasakam: 093 -- Shlokam: 02

The faculty of discrimination makes the human being superior to all other creatures,
which are intent only on satisfying their animal needs such as hunger, thirst, etc.
Hence, a human birth is indeed rare and difficult to get. However, a human being is at
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once, his own friend and enemy too. One who, with his mind absorbed in Thee strives
for spiritual emancipation, is his own friend; anyone else is his own enemy.

Dasakam: 093 -- Shlokam: 03

O Supreme Lord ! When Thy grace illumines the functioning of this world, where is the
dearth of preceptors from whom one can learn several valuable lessons and imbibe
many noble qualities. Thus, we learn the quality of forbearance from mother Earth,
which remains unaffected by all abuses to which it is subjected; the virtue of non-
attachment from the Wind, which stays unaffected by the myriad objects it comes into
contact with; and the fact of all-pervasiveness of the self or soul, and its freedom from
taint, from Space which is all pervasive and taintless.

Dasakam: 093 -- Shlokam: 04

From Water, one imbibes the importance of being sweet and pure (in oneself) and
purifying (others); from Fire, the capacity of remaining unaffected by all that one
consumes, and also realisation that the self exists in all beings, including oneself, even
as the fire exists (incipiently) in all forms of timber. From the Moon, which itself remains
unchanged despite the waxing and waning of its phases, one learns that growth and
decay affect only the body, not the soul. Further, through Thy grace, one learns that
the self or soul, which, though apparently different in different bodies, is, in truth, one,
from the Sun, which is ever one, even while appearing to be different in reflections in
different media like water, mirrors, etc.

Dasakam: 093 -- Shlokam: 05

From the Dove, which perishes while trying to save its loved ones from the hunter, may
| learn the lesson of not courting destruction through excessive affection. Like the
Python, which eats only what, by chance, comes its way, let me strive to be content
with what | get and starve otherwise. The Ocean, deep and serene, teaches me to be
calm and unfathomable. May | learn to resist the blandishments of the fair sex, etc.
from the Moth, which, being attracted by the fire, falls into it and perishes. From the
Bee, which has the capacity of sucking the honey only, may | learn to partake of the
essence of things without courting disaster by accumulating wealth.

Dasakam: 093 -- Shlokam: 06

O Lord ! May | not be captivated by attractive women, unlike the male elephant that
gets caught with the help of cow elephants. May | not hoard wealth, which is likely to
be snatched by others, even as honey stored by the Honey-bee is, by the honey-
gatherers. May | avoid being enticed by sweet words, unlike the deer which is
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charmed by vulgar music. Unlike the fish that falls to the bait, let me eschew craving for
food. Like the courtesan Pingala, may | enjoy sound, undisturbed sleep free from
desire or care. May Thou save me from assault due to possession of valuables, in the
manner of the Kurara Bird, being attacked by other birds in order to snatch the meat
from its mouth.

Dasakam: 093 -- Shlokam: 07

May I, like the infant, live in happiness, unalloyed by pride. May | roam about in
solitude, free from the noise and bustle of company, just as the solitary bangle on the
maiden's wrist. With my mind engrossed in Thee, let me be oblivious to the external
world even as a blacksmith engaged in making arrows is (oblivious) of the royal
procession passing by. Like the snake, which makes its abode in rat-holes, may | live
in houses built by others.

Dasakam: 093 -- Shlokam: 08

From the spider, which, after spinning its web out of threads emanating from its body,
later draws the thread into itself, may | realise that Thou dost, at the time of Pralaya
(cosmic deluge), absorb into Thyself, the universe created out of Thee. From the
beetle, | learn that constant meditation upon Thee begets Thy form. Above all, this
human body which is full of filth and which gets reduced to ashes (after death)
becomes the best of preceptors, inasmuch as, on serious reflection, it brings about
discrimination between the self and non-self, and renunciation, especially of this body
of mine, afflicted as it is by multifarious illnesses.

{Note: As many as 24 preceptors and the lessons learnt from each one of them - some
of these to be emulated, and some to be eschewed or avoided - all drawn from the
world about us, have been enumerated in verses 3 to 8.)

Dasakam: 093 -- Shlokam: 09

O Lord of Guruvayur ! May Thou rid me of infatuation for this body of mine, due to love
of which, folks develop bonds of various kinds to one's relations, material possessions,
etc. and forget Thy Lotus-Feet. This body becomes food to fire, dogs, etc. after death,
while, when alive, the sense organs (eyes, ears, skin and tongue) drag the human
being hither and thither, back and forth, towards their objects, with none to turn him
towards Thee.
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Dasakam: 093 -- Shlokam: 10

O Lotus-eyed Lord ! In case it is not possible to remove my infatuation with this body
immediately, may Thou dispel all my afflictions and engender in me intense devotion to
Thee. May Thou not consign this body to trivial worldly pleasures. Indeed, birth as a
Brahmana has been attained by me after many lives, and this body, if properly used,
can be the vehicle for attainment of liberation. O Lord ! May Thou save and protect me.

Dasakam: 094 -- Shlokam: 01

The Supreme, all-pervasive, pure and immaculate (untainted by Maya) aspect of the
Lord, which is distinct from the body, sense organs etc, is realised by those who, with
minds cleansed by unmotivated and disinterested actions, receive advice and guidance
from the best of preceptors. Attributes such as stoutness, thinness, diversity, subtlety
etc, are superimpositions on Thee, the Supreme Brahman, arising out of association
with the three Gunas (inherent nature or qualities) namely, Satthva, Rajas and Tamas,
similar to descriptions of fire as big, small, bright or dim, according to the nature of the
wood that is being burnt.

Dasakam: 094 -- Shlokam: 02

The fire of clear knowledge, produced by rubbing the lower fire-stick (preceptor)
against the upper one (disciple) consumes the forest of delusions and misconceptions
caused by one's past deeds and tendencies and the resultant attachments to one's
body, kith and kin, possessions, etc. Eventually, on completion of the burning through
exhaustion of the fuel, the flame of knowledge dies down, and total unification with the
Supreme Brahman ensues.

Dasakam: 094 -- Shlokam: 03

Total dissolution (merger) in Thee is the sole and unique means for the annihilation of
distress and sorrows. Other means, such as cultivation of crops, imbibing of medicines,
six-fold tactics adopted by kings for dealing with enemies, the six karmas (enjoined on
a Brahmana by Manusmriti), or the eight-limbed Yoga (of Patanjali), are not quite
effective in eradicating these, nor in preventing their recurrence. The rituals prescribed
in the Vedas are hard to perform or practice, due to unavoidable and insurmountable
obstacles and inadequacies, such as, lack of time, constraints on resources, capacity
of the performer, etc. Indeed, one who manages to perform these successfully, and get
results, often becomes proud of his achievement and forgets Thee, which brings about
his decline and endless misery.
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Dasakam: 094 -- Shlokam: 04

O Padmanabha ! Where indeed, is there any world other than Vaikuntha, which is free
from fear ? Even Brahma feels insecure in Satyaloka due to fear of being engulfed in
Thee in the form of Time at the end of the cycle of creation and dissolution. What then
to speak of mere humans passing through the trials and tribulations of Hell in this world
itself, as the outcome of the sins accumulated by their heinous and evil deeds ?

May Thou, O Bestower of Boons, Friend of the miserable, and Ocean of Compassion,
deign to sever all my bonds.

Dasakam: 094 -- Shlokam: 05

In truth and essence, | am a part of Thyself and, hence, | am neither "bound" nor
"liberated". Concepts of bondage and emancipation are delusions created by Thy
subtle powers of Maya and Knowledge, in the same way as the (imaginary) distinction
between the "dream" and "waking" states. The only difference between these two is
that the one who is bound experiences the joys and sorrows resulting from indulgence
in worldly pursuits, while the jeevan-mukta (liberated one), having been purged of all
desires, is free from such sorrows and sufferings.

Dasakam: 094 -- Shlokam: 06

For one of sullied intellect, description of the liberated state as "this" or "that" carries
neither meaning nor conviction. Nothing else but devotion to Thee purifies the mind. O
all-pervasive Lord ! May Thou, therefore, foster in me intense devotion characterized
by total surrender to Thee, whereby | may soon attain identification with Thee, with a
little help, instruction and advice from a preceptor.

Dasakam: 094 -- Shlokam: 07

People who are totally engrossed in scriptural rituals (futile and sterile pursuits as these
are) neither know (nor even try to know) Thee. They are alas, no different from one
who rears a cow that is incapable of bearing a calf. May | never utter any word that
does not recount Thy glorious incarnations, charming, sportive activities that delight the
listeners and purge the mind of impurities, and Thy form which is pure Existence-
Consciousness-Bliss.

Dasakam: 094 -- Shlokam: 08

O Omnipresent One, Emancipator of Shishupala (despite his constant and repetitive
vilification of Thee) ! Even though | am ignorant of Thy true nature, Thy glories etc, |
shall, with single-minded devotion, incessantly engage myself in service to Thee. May |
be blessed with opportunities of seeing, touching the feet (and so on) of Thy images,
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and contact with conclaves of Thy devotees, as also indulge in Thy worship and
adoration, prostration at Thy feet, and continuous chanting of hymns on Thy virtues,
glories and deeds.

Dasakam: 094 -- Shlokam: 09

O Self-Effulgent One ! | am Thy slave. | dedicate to Thee all that | may get. Let me be
unostentatiously engaged in service to Thee, such as, cleaning of Thy abodes
(temples), and the like. | worship Thy resplendent four-armed form in the Sun, the holy
Fire, the Brahmana, etc. May I, forever, practise devotion to Thee in the form of melting
of the heart in a torrential flow of love for Thee.

Dasakam: 094 -- Shlokam: 10

The Gopis (milkmaids inhabiting Brindavan) were truly blessed, in that, by their whole-
hearted devotion, they attained supreme bliss and one-ness with Thee, which is
unattainable by other means, such as, charity, sacrifice, penance, austerities, etc or the
methods prescribed in the Sankhya and Yoga systems (of philosophy). Amongst Thy
innumerable devotees, the Gopis occupy a unique position and esteem in Thine eyes.
O Krishna, Lord of Guruvayur ! May Thou strengthen my devotion to Thee and cure all
my ailments.

Dasakam: 095 -- Shlokam: 01

O Lord, the very source and root cause of the universe ! At the commencement of
creation, Thou didst abide in the form of Hiranyagarbha (Brahman or Vishnu, born out
of a golden egg), adumbrating within Thyself the massed collection of all
undifferentiated, subtle, individual souls. Later these evolved into myriad separate and
individual entities, on being infused with the three Gunas (natural qualities, attributes or
characteristics) - Satthva, Rajas, and Tamas, sprung out of Maya (delusion). Out of
these, Satthva (goodness, virtuousness) develops and manifests as devotion,
overpowering and eliminating the other two, Rajas and Tamas, in the process. In due
course, when Satthva effaces itself and fades away, the individual soul (jeeva), myself
being one, attains the state of identity with Thee, unencumbered by Maya-induced
burdens and adjuncts.

Dasakam: 095 -- Shlokam: 02

O Omnipotent One ! Even when Satthva Guna holds sway, at times, owing to the
ascendancy of Rajas and Tamas (energy, passion, aggressiveness, sloth, ignorance
and the like), despite being conscious of the perniciousness of worldly pursuits, the
attraction of such activities becomes irresistible, on account of the intermeshing of the
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mind with the three Gunas. On such occasions, the sole means of resisting such pulls
and firming up the mind is to resort to Thee in the "fourth state" (beyond the three
states of wakefulness, dream and deep slumber) which is identical with Thee. This
indeed was the advice vouchsafed by Thee to Sages, Sanaka and his brothers,
assuming the form of a Swan, (which signifies whiteness, purity and wisdom).

Dasakam: 095 -- Shlokam: 03

For action-oriented (ritual-minded) individuals, several means of fulfillment have been
enjoined, suited to their different tastes and preferences, most of which, however, yield
only trivial joys and ephemeral results. As Thou firmly declared to Thy friend, Uddhava,
devotion to Thee is the most efficacious means (superior to all others) for attaining
lasting happiness. Indeed, for the worldly, can there be any Bliss to equal that flowing
from devotion to Thee ?

Dasakam: 095 -- Shlokam: 04

The devotee who is content with devotion to Thee, and roams about happily
everywhere, being rid of all desires, finds nothing but joy all round, similar to the animal
living in the depth of the ocean seeing only water all round. Such a devotee craves not
for Indraloka (heaven), Satyaloka (abode of Brahma) nor Yogic accomplishments, so
much so, that he has no desire even for the bliss of salvation (Moksha) which comes to
him unsought.

Dasakam: 095 -- Shlokam: 05

Thy devotee who is, momentarily, overcome by the pull of worldly pleasures owing to
the restlessness (due to non-fulfilment of desires) of his sense organs, soon, however,
becomes invincible by them due to their having been debilitated by the onslaught of
devotion. When, like huge quantities of wood (fuel) being consumed by a blazing fire,
all his sins and sinful tendencies are burnt away by intense devotion, can the sense
organs wield their influence ?
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Dasakam: 095 -- Shlokam: 06

How can one's mind attain purity except through the melting of the heart, thrill all over
the body and flow of tears of ecstasy (all being indicative of the depth of devotional
love) ? This certainly does not come about through great learning or austerities, to one
who is devoid of devotion. When the soul is purified by being incessantly washed by
the divine collyrium in the form of imbibing the stories of Thy glorious deeds, it is able
to realise the inner truth, just as the visual clarity gained by the application of
(medicinal) collyrium to the eyes. Such a result can never ensue by the study of
Tarkasastra, multiple argumentation, etc.

Dasakam: 095 -- Shlokam: 07

| shall practice meditation upon Thee with my body held erect, firmly seated in a
comfortable posture, fixing the gaze of my eyes on the tip of the nose, controlling and
regulating the breath by the three-stepped Pranayama (Puraka or inhalation of breath
through the left nostril, Kumbhaka or retention of the in-drawn breath with both nostrils
closed, and Rechaka or exhalation through the right nostril, the mouth being kept shut
throughout), conceiving the naturally down-facing lotus of the heart in an up-turned
mode, visualising the Sun, Moon and fire as seated above it, and above all these, Thy
charming form, dark-blue complexioned as a moisture-laden cloud.
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Dasakam: 095 -- Shlokam: 08
| shall meditate upon Thee, possessing the features or attributes of:

* glossy, dark-blue tresses;

* charmingly resplendent fish-shaped ear-ornaments;
* a gentle smile on Thy lips, moist with compassion;
* bedecked in garlands of wild flowers and pearly necklaces, all illumined by the
radiance of the Kaustubha jewel,

* the stamp of the Srivatsa mark on the chest;

* beautiful, well-shaped arms;

* soft, lustrous abdomen;

* a golden-hued, silken robe round the waist;

* lovely, fleshy thighs;

* charming, tender, lotus-like feet.

Note: This verse, verily, the piece-de-resistance of this Dasakam, sets out an
encapsulated head-to-foot description of the Lord's form, which is eminently suitable for
meditation. Being set to the Sragdhara metre, one of the most balanced and easy-
flowing of several metres employed in this work, this verse is easy to memorise and
equally easy to recall for chanting. Repeated chanting of this verse, preferably, in the
silence of the heart, facilitates concentration of the mind on the Lord's complete form,
by visualising the ten features or attributes sequentially in the mind's eye, and
effectively stills the mind and bars the entry of all mundane thoughts and images into it.

Dasakam: 095 -- Shlokam: 09

O beloved Lord ! With my mind ranging over and over again with increasing zeal on
Thy several limbs and eventually fixing it on Thy gently-smiling, charming lotus-like
face, | shall dissolve my mind in the non-dual Supreme Consciousness-Bliss
(Brahman) and banish all other thoughts from it. By constant practice, | shall thereby
attain the steadfast, advanced state of one-ness with Thee.

Dasakam: 095 -- Shlokam: 10

O destroyer of Mura ! On my attaining in this manner, the state of concentrated
devotion to Thee, the eight Siddhies (superhuman powers or faculties) shall vie with
one another in approaching me, even from far off; they shall, however, merely delay
my union with Thee and, hence, | shall ignore them. | long only for Thee, with plenitude
of Bliss. O Lord of Guruvayur ! May Thou save me from all afflictions.

Dasakam: 096 -- Shlokam: 01
O Lord of Infinite Glory, verily, the Universe ! Thou art indeed the Supreme Brahman.
Among letters, Thou art the letter "A"; among Mantras, the Pranava or OM; among
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Kings, Swayambhuva Manu; among Sages, Bhrigu (Brahmsrishi) and Narada
(Devarishi); Prahlada among the demons; Kamadhenu among cows (animals); and
Garuda among birds. Thou art, beside, Ananta among serpents and the Ganga among
rivers.

Dasakam: 096 -- Shlokam: 02

Thou art Mahabali among devotees of holy men (Brahmins); among Sacrifices, Thou
art Japayagna; Partha (Arjuna) among heroes (warriors); and Uddhava among Thy
devotees. Thou art the might of the mighty and lustre of the lustrous. There is no end
or limit to Thy glory. All objects of excellence are Thyself alone. Thou art the individual
self (jeeva) and Prakriti (matter). Indeed, in this Universe, there is nothing that is not
Thee.

Dasakam: 096 -- Shlokam: 03

Those who devotedly perform the duties enjoined in the Scriptures for their respective
stations in life, as an offering to Thee, develop detachment by degrees. Eventually, as
the spirit of renunciation matures fully, they give up even these duties and attain the
clear realisation of their one-ness with Thee, the Supreme Brahman, who art
Existence- Consciousness-Bliss (Sat-Chit-Ananda), the One that pervades all things
which appear to be different, the One without cause and yet the cause of everything.

Dasakam: 096 -- Shlokam: 04

Out of the three paths of Jnana (Knowledge), Karma (Action) and Bhakti (Devotion),
available in this world for attaining Thee, those who have developed complete
dispassion towards all objects are competent and eligible to follow the first, namely the
path of Knowledge; for those who are still attached to sense objects, the prescribed
path is that of Action or Karma, totally dedicated to Thee. For those who are neither
intensely attached nor totally dispassionate, but have some devotion to Thee, the path
of Bhakti is appropriate.
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Dasakam: 096 -- Shlokam: 05

In this world of mortals, knowledge of Brahman or devotion to Thee is easily attainable
owing to one's good deeds performed in past lives, so much so, that even those in
heaven or hell (are said to) desire birth in this world. Hence, O Lord ! Having
fortunately, got this human body, which is the boat for crossing the ocean of worldly
existence, making my preceptor the boatman and Thee the favourable wind, | pray to
Thee for taking me across that ocean.

Dasakam: 096 -- Shlokam: 06

Those who adopt the path of Knowledge (Jnanayoga) which targets the unmanifest
Brahman, involving as it does, long and laborious study of the Scriptures and elaborate
argumentation, succeed in attainment of liberation only after passing through
innumerable lives. For the Karmayogi too, liberation is an extremely remote goal. On
the other hand, the path of devotion is pleasant to follow from the very inception, and
leads to early liberation. May this devotion to Thee flourish in me.

Dasakam: 096 -- Shlokam: 07

According to Sage Vyasa, the path of Knowledge, unleavened by devotion, is a waste
of effort. Liberation comes easily to one who combines knowledge with devotion to
Thee. In other words, devotion degenerates into blind faith if it is not accompanied by
Scriptural knowledge, and succumbs to the knocks of adverse forces. The path of
devotion, too, is not without its pitfalls due to the fickle nature of the mind and the
difficulty in meditating upon the abstract, unmanifest Brahman. Nevertheless, this path
of meditation is capable of being easily mastered by incessant and unremitting
practice, and through the twin aids of the charm of Thy concrete form and Thy grace.

Dasakam: 096 -- Shlokam: 08

O Lord of the universe ! Despite having totally eschewed the path of action in view of
its multifarious obstacles and pitfalls, and being deeply absorbed in listening to stories
of Thy exploits, chanting Thy names, and the like, | am still unable to kick away desires
and attachments of various kinds (to home, family, etc). Nevertheless, being fully
awake to the harmful nature of such desires and attachments, | shall, even while
indulging these to some extent, fix my mind firmly on Thee and develop devotion
through unremitting effort and practice. When the mind is fully pervaded by Thee, (I am
sure), all my attachments will soon drop away.
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Dasakam: 096 -- Shlokam: 09

Like the Brahmin (in the story), who, after losing all his hard-earned wealth and
suffering persecution from the people (because of his miserly and unhelpful ways),
finally realised that the root cause of all his sorrows was not the planetary positions or
Time, or his past (evil) deeds, but the Mind alone, which, out of ignorance (Avidya)
superimposes the three Gunas (inherent attributes of nature) on the ever-free Atman
(soul) and vests it with various functionalities like, doing, enjoying, suffering etc, and
thereby attained the tranquility that true knowledge and discrimination brings, and
eventual union with Thee, O Lord, may Thou grant that peace of mind to me too.

Dasakam: 096 -- Shlokam: 10

Long ago, Pururavas (son of lla and Budha), after indulging for long his deep
infatuation with Urvasi, in the end, attained detachment and loudly proclaimed the
trivial and ephemeral character of carnal pleasures. Becoming fully devoted to Thee
and self-fulfilled, being a jeevanmukta (realised soul), he roamed about carefree. O
Lord of Guruvayur ! May Thou, similarly sever all my desires and attachments, and
make me the best of Thy devotees by curing me of my ailments, (which hinder this
outcome).

Dasakam: 097 -- Shlokam: 01

In this world, under the influence of the three gunas (Sattva, Rajas and Tamas),
various matters, like knowledge and faith, doer and dwelling, joy and action, fall into
three different categories of low, medium and sublime, according to the degree of their
association with one or other of these gunas. However, this differentiation is absent in
Thy temple, Thy worship and everything else connected with Thee, as these transcend
the three gunas. By resorting steadily to these, | shall soon attain perfection.

Dasakam: 097 -- Shlokam: 02

Roaming about happily with mind concentrated on Thee alone, and dedicating all
actions to Thee, visiting holy places resorted to by Thy devotees currently and in the
past, | shall, O Lord, forever worship Thee alone in all beings, viewing with
equivalence, the robber, the low-born, the high-born, animals and all others, and
shaking free from feelings such as, honour and dishonour, rivalry and jealousy.

Dasakam: 097 -- Shlokam: 03

| shall continue Thy worship in the above manner until the stage when | can clearly
recognise Thy presence in these beings (robbers, etc) and such recognition becomes
firmly ingrained in me. As soon as that knowledge of the oneness of the Soul in all
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beings bursts forth on me suddenly, | shall go forth with the sense of complete
identification with Thee. Once having taken to the Path of Devotion, there can be no
deviation or fall from it to the devotee. Hence, O Lord, may Thou set me fully on that
captivating path.

Dasakam: 097 -- Shlokam: 04

The two prerequisites of good health and long life needed for firming up my devotion to
Thee are, luckily, attainable by treading that very path of devotion, in the like manner
as drinking of milk being prescribed as cure for one's iliness, which is, indeed,
wonderful. It is well known that Markandeya, whose span of life had been predicted by
astrologers to be a mere 12 years, successfully averted death by fervently worshipping
Thee for one year (12 months), thereby gaining the assistance of Thy soldiers to drive
Death away.

Dasakam: 097 -- Shlokam: 05

Markandeya, who thus gained long life, did penance for six aeons or Manvantaras
(reign of six Manus), on the banks of the river Pushpabhadra, with his mind totally
immersed in the incomparable Bliss arising out of devotion to Thee. In the seventh
aeon, Vaivaswata Manvantara, the then ruling Indra made a foolhardy attempt to entice
him (Markandeya) with celestial damsels, the gentle mountain breeze and the god of
love (Manmatha), all of whom soon came to grief by being scorched in the fire of
Markandeya's penance (Yoga) and failed in their mission. Who can, indeed, ever
overcome Thy devotees ?

Dasakam: 097 -- Shlokam: 06

Thereafter, Thou did appear before him (Markandeya) in Thy form as Narayana,
accompanied by Thy companion Nara, whereupon, he sang Thy praises with great joy
at his good luck in getting Thy vision. Being entirely satisfied with his devotion to Thee,
he declined to accept any of the boons offered by Thee. His only desire was to be
vouchsafed a vision of Thy Maya (delusive power), presumably, out of curiosity,
because he had never experienced the sorrows caused by her.

Dasakam: 097 -- Shlokam: 07

Soon after Thou vanished (from Markandeya's sight), the Great Deluge came, and
Markandeya floated away from his hermitage on the turbulent waters of the seven seas
which were rapidly getting inundated by the rains pouring from the wind-driven clouds.
Exhausted by being tossed about on the flood waters for millions of years, he
(Markandeya), who had not yet realised that this was all the work of Vishnumaya whom
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he had wished to see, espied at a great distance, an indescribably wonderful child of
dark blue complexion, lying on a Banyan leaf, dispelling the darkness with its glow. The
child had its foot raised to its lips and had its lotus-like toe held in its lotus-like hand
and inserted into its lotus-like mouth, and was sucking its toe with a beatific smile on its
face. This was the vision of unsurpassed beauty that Markandeya had.

Dasakam: 097 -- Shlokam: 08

Thrilled on seeing Thee (as the child on the Banyan leaf), Markandeya, with hair
standing on end all over his body, rushed towards Thee, wishing to touch Thee, and
was immediately sucked in by the inhalation of Thy breath. Inside Thee, he saw all the
worlds. Then, on being ejected by the exhalation of Thy breath, and being overjoyed by
the touch of Thy side-long glance, he reached out to embrace Thee. However, on Thy
sudden disappearance, he found himself back in his hermitage as before.

Dasakam: 097 -- Shlokam: 09

Then, God Siva, being desirous of seeing Thy favourite devotee, and accompanied by
His consort, Goddess Parvati, appeared before Markandeya and voluntarily granted
him the boons of agelessness and immortality, which he (Markandeya) had already
acquired by his penance. This makes it clear that even Siva is pleased by worship of
Thee, and hence, that Thou art, in truth, the embodiment of the Trinity, Brahma, Vishnu
and Siva, and the Inner Controller of all.

Dasakam: 097 -- Shlokam: 10

Above the three abodes of Brahma, Vishnu and Siva, situated one above the other in
Satyaloka, shines Vaikunttha, which is totally free from Maya. Thou, who dost shine in
that Vaikunttha, as also in the primeval (causal) waters and in the Gokula, art the
embodiment of pure Sattva and the non-dual Brahman or Existence-Consciousness-
Bliss Absolute. O Lord of Guruvayur, may Thou protect me from all ailments.

Dasakam: 098 -- Shlokam: 01

My obeisance to Thee, O Krishna, who art the very Brahman which is the substratum
of this universe, from which this universe took birth and into which it dissolves; which
is, indeed, what appears as the universe but which transcends it; by the light of which
this universe is illumined; which is far beyond description or picturisation by words and
beyond conception by the mind; and the true nature of which even the gods and great
sages do not fully comprehend, not to speak of lesser beings.
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Dasakam: 098 -- Shlokam: 02

My obeisance to Thee, O Vishnu, who art the Supreme Bliss Absolute and the abode
of salvation; for whom there is neither birth nor activity, nor name; in whom attributes of
good and evil and the like are not manifest and, yet, who voluntarily adopts them
through the instrumentality of one's own Maya (delusive power), for the protection and
benediction of the world; and who, though devoid of form, yet, being of a miraculous
nature, assumes manifold forms by wielding one's own powers, such as Vidya
(knowledge), Avidya (ignorance), etc.

Dasakam: 098 -- Shlokam: 03

According to the Upanishads and the Enlightened ones, Thy form is not that of a beast
(bird or animal), man or god or demon; it is neither female nor male; it is not of matter
(substance), function, class (species), or quality (attribute); it is neither existent nor
non-existent (being Existence itself). Thou art what remains after negation of
everything, and is implied or signified, with considerable difficulty, by innumerable
scriptural statements and averments as the Supreme Being, and which shines as Bliss
Absolute. My obeisance to Thee, who art that Supreme One.

Dasakam: 098 -- Shlokam: 04

Being reflected in Maya, Thou doth create the entire Universe through the
instrumentalities of Mahat (Intellect), Ahankara (Ego), the five Tanmatras
(Quintessences) of Sound, Touch, Form, Taste, and Smell, the five Elements (Earth,
Water, Fire, Air and Ether), the organs of sense and of action, the mind etc., like
objects projected or fancied in the dream state. Further, at the time of Pralaya or
Deluge, by means of Thy power in the form of Time, Thou doth obliterate the universe
by withdrawing everything into Thyself, even as a tortoise retracts its limbs. When the
whole universe thus becomes unmanifest, and intense darkness prevails, Thou doth
shine forth, being unaffected by that darkness. My obeisance to Thee.

Dasakam: 098 -- Shlokam: 05

My obeisance to Thee, O Lord Krishna, who art all-comprehensive and, hence,
conceivable in any and every form or manner; Who art the prime cause of the entire
universe; Who art variously described as Sabda Brahma (Primeval Sound), Karma (the
end result of action), as atom and as Time, etc. by various schools of metaphysics;
Who art, indeed, that Sole Reality or Principle addressed in the Vedanta as Purusha
(Spirit), Para (Supreme), Chit (Intelligence), Atma (Soul), etc. and to Whom is ascribed
the causation, by a mere glance, of manifold modifications of Maya.
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Dasakam: 098 -- Shlokam: 06

Avidya (ignorance) engendered by Maya (delusive power), which is not susceptible of
being characterised as either existing or non-existing, nor as both existing and non-
existing, projects the appearance of the objective universe as a misconception, similar
to that of a rope being viewed as a snake due to lack of illumination. When, on account
of God's grace, and with the aid of a few averments of the Scriptures, that very Avidya
gets metamorphosed into Vidya (knowledge), it serves as the axe to chop off in an
instant, the dense jungle of Samsara (worldly existence). My obeisance to Thee, who
art that Lord.

Dasakam: 098 -- Shlokam: 07

On contemplation of the true nature of things, one realises that, in truth, there is only
the non-dual Self or Brahman that shines in the universe, even when it is seen as
prevailing in all its pluralities. This is similar to the basic truth of the existence of gold in
all ornaments, or clay in all pots, pitchers and other earthenware. This reality becomes
manifest when the flood of knowledge dawns, just as, when darkness is removed by
light, one sees the worn-out rope for what it is, or as one realises, on waking up, the
insubstantial nature of things seen in a dream. My obeisance to Thee, O Krishna.

Dasakam: 098 -- Shlokam: 08

O Krishna, our obeisance to Thee who art the Controller of the entire universe; for fear
of whom, the sun rises, the fire burns, the wind blows and all others like Brahma, etc
perform their appointed tasks and offer their ordained homage, sacrifices, etc. at the
appropriate times; and by Whom they were earlier installed in their respective positions
(stations) and later dislodged from them.

Dasakam: 098 -- Shlokam: 09

| do, by the three Yogas or Paths (Jnana, Karma and Bhakti), constantly worship Thee
who doth manifest the three worlds suffused with the three Gunas (Sattva, Rajas and
Tamas); Who art the one revealed and signified by the three-lettered Pranava (AUM or
OM); Who art the combined embodiment of the Trinity (Brahma, Vishnu and Siva);
Who art the Entity sung about by the three Vedas (Rik, Yajus and Sama); Who art
cognisant of the three states (waking, dreaming and deep slumber); Who doth
incarnate in the three yugas (Threta, Dvapara and Kali); Who doth measure (as
Vamana) the entire universe in three strides; and Who doth remain unchanged in the
past, present and future.
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Dasakam: 098 -- Shlokam: 10

That attribute-less (Nirguna) aspect of Thine doth shine forth victoriously - That aspect
which is the eternally pure, changeless Reality; ever vigilant (self-effulgent); ever free;
is devoid of desire (and, hence, action-less); transcends all dualities; is the
fountainhead of all good qualities and attributes, yet, itself without origin or cause; is
without blemish, being untainted by sentiments or emotions like love, hate, etc; is
refulgent with infinite glory; which is latent in the hearts and minds of sages who are
bondage-free; and which is resplendent with concentrated, matchless, Supreme Bliss
Absolute.

Dasakam: 098 -- Shlokam: 11

May not that inexorable wheel of Thine, in the form of Time, with its twelve spokes
(months) and 360 teeth (days), whirling furiously fast and annihilating the universe
every moment, with every revolution, enmesh and torment me, whose sole refuge is
Thy feet. O Vishnu, Ocean of mercy and Lord of Guruvayur, may Thou save me from
all my woes and ailments.

Dasakam: 099 -- Shlokam: 01

Who can enumerate or recount the glories and exploits of that all-pervasive Lord
Mahavishnu, who supports and sustains all the worlds; who measured the three worlds
by three strides of His feet, and because of the contact with whose feet all these worlds
overflow with happiness and prosperity ? Indeed, who can count the dust particles on
the earth ? May | attain in this world itself to that dear and Supreme abode of Thine,
wherein Thy devotees enjoy uninterrupted Bliss, with the honey of immortality
streaming forth.

Dasakam: 099 -- Shlokam: 02

The devotee of Thine, who, in the fullness of devotion, worships Thee with oblations in
the form of sacrifices and offers of flowers, fruits etc., to Lord Vishnu who is Primeval
(causal), Eternal and the Creator of everything; who renews Himself every moment;
who is the Lord of all wealth, power, plenitude, splendour, magnificence, superhuman
faculties (Siddhis), etc; or the devotee who expounds and expatiates upon Thy most
exalted incarnations as Krishna, etc., he (that devotee) abides in this world, enjoying
happiness and great renown and, in the end, proceeds without delay to that Supreme
abode of Thine which is worthy of attainment.
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Dasakam: 099 -- Shlokam: 03

O great poets (who are adept at eulogisation) ! Use your faculties and talents, in
whichever manner you deem fit, in singing praises of the Lord who is the essence of all
Scriptures; the recounting of whose glorious and miraculous incarnations and sportive
exploits, the chanting of whose manifold names and the elaboration of whose
marvellous deeds with understanding and involvement confer immense joy and
fulfillment on everyone. O Vishnu, | shall indeed comprehend Thy true nature by
chanting Thy names and miraculous deeds and singing hymns of adoration to Thee,
the Great One.

Dasakam: 099 -- Shlokam: 04

May you (fellow humans) always contemplate on that Lord Mahavishnu and the mighty
deeds by which he established and sustained the Rule of Dharma (by vesting the
appropriate authorities with their respective duties); all the deeds that He executed for
the welfare of Indra, sometimes as a servant, sometimes as a friend or companion;
whose extremely effulgent state and exalted abode (Vaikunttha) is forever
contemplated upon, viewed and experienced by accomplished Yogis, and which is
revealed and expatiated upon by vigilant holy men (Brahmins) through the singing of
His eulogies with devotional fervour.

Dasakam: 099 -- Shlokam: 05

O Omnipresent Lord Vishnu, there is none who is born or yet to be born, who knows
the limits of Thy glory. Being well aware that the chanting of Thy names, again and
again, is conducive to the attainment of all that is auspicious and good, | shall engage
in such chanting and singing various hymns in praise of Thee who doth have His
abode in Vaikunttha, which shines above all the three worlds.

Dasakam: 099 -- Shlokam: 06

O Lord, the Primeval (causal) Waters which came into existence at the beginning of
Creation, held Thee in their bosom, wherein the individual souls were massed together
and merged in Thee, who art recumbent on those waters. O Hari, who art birth-less,
there arose from Thy navel, a single lotus having for its petals the eight quarters, and
the Mahameru mountain as its pericarp, and which, it is said, adumbrates all the worlds
in subtle, causal form.

Dasakam: 099 -- Shlokam: 07
O hapless human race ! It is, indeed, pitiable that, knowing neither that Lord Vishnu
created the universe, nor that there is another, indescribable, form of His lying
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embedded in your innermost self (Soul), and with your minds enshrouded by the mists
of Maya and misguided by names and forms, you squander your precious days in
enjoying sensual pleasures and ever intent solely on performing sacrifices, and alas,
without any yearning for Lord Mukunda.

Dasakam: 099 -- Shlokam: 08

Possessing thousands of heads, eyes and feet, encompassing the entire universe and
transcending it, and (yet) dwelling in the limited space of the heart besides, Thou art, O
Supreme Soul, the past, (present) and future and everything else. Further, though
pervading the body, the sense organs etc, (as the jiva), Thou alone doth, through
projecting beyond these, revel in the Supreme Bliss of liberation.

Dasakam: 099 -- Shlokam: 09

Even though manifest as the three worlds, Thou surpasseth them and doth exist as the
embodiment of Infinite, Pure Consciousness (unlimited, immaculate knowledge).
Indeed, Thy glory is so great, that nothing more can be said about it. The entire visible
universe is but a small part of Thee, while the major (three-fourths) part, which is
concentrated, pure Bliss, and which is immense, and which transcends all worlds, is
resplendent beyond description. My obeisance to Thee, who art that Infinite Being.

Dasakam: 099 -- Shlokam: 10

Thy abstract, unmanifest (Nirguna) aspect is beyond comprehension, but Thy pure
(Sattva) form is easily perceivable and, besides, it is like a wave on the Ocean of Bliss
(Brahman). Therefore, O Krishna, Lord of Guruvayur, | take refuge in Thy Saguna form
as (the image of) Krishna, which is most exalted, pleasing and captivating to the mind
by reason of its attractive qualities (like affection towards one's devotees). May Thee
save me from all ailments.
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Dasakam: 100 -- Shlokam: 00

Introduction

This Dasakam describes the magnificent Vision of the Lord which the poet (Bhattathiri)
experienced as the climax of his sustained and lavish eulogisation of the Lord in the
preceding 99 Dasakams. This vision is set out in very minute, enrapturing detalil,
starting with the Lord's head (tresses) and progressing step-by-step downwards to the
Lord's feet at which the devotee poet takes his ultimate refuge. The Dasakam finally
ends, in Verse 11, with the poet's invocation of the Lord's blessings and benedictions
not only on himself but on the entire world at large, after seeking the Lord's pardon for
any unintended, inadvertent lapses in the recitation due to ignorance on the poet's part.

Dasakam: 100 -- Shlokam: 01

| perceive ahead of me, a dense, comely, effulgent halo, bluish in hue, like a thick
bouquet or ring of Kalaya (blue lilies) flowers, by which | feel steeped in nectar; in its
inner core, | behold the form of a divine lad, fetchingly handsome in his budding
adolescence, who is surrounded by Narada and other Sages, with hairs standing on
end on their limbs, signifying their thrilling experience of Supreme Bliss, and by a bevy
of beautiful maidens personifying the Upanishads (or the Gopis of Brindavan).

Dasakam: 100 -- Shlokam: 02

| see Thy darkish blue, perfectly pure (clean), curly, luxuriant tresses, gathered
together in a charming knot, beautifully adorned with crest jewels, encircled by a
cluster of peacock's feathers with glistening "eyes", and tied together with garlands of
Mandara and like flowers. Besides, | also see Thy comely forehead, radiant like the
crescent moon (on the fifth day after New Moon) with the clear white vertical sandal-
paste mark on it.

Dasakam: 100 -- Shlokam: 03

O Lord ! May those pair of eyes of Thine which are charming through the play of the
eye-brows throbbing like the gentle rippling waves on the Ocean of Infinite
Compassion; which are refulgent with rows of deep-blue gleaming eyelashes; which
are soft, lustrous and shaped like the long petals of the red rose; (those eyes)
possessing very comely pupils and cooling the world by their merciful glances; may
those eyes be cast on me, who has no refuge other than Thee.
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Dasakam: 100 -- Shlokam: 04

May Thy face with its prominent and captivating nose, brilliant with the pair of
bejewelled fish-shaped, earrings adorning the lovely ears and reflected on the cheeks
resembling mirrors of blue sapphire; which (face) is extremely attractive on account of
the gentle smile oozing affection, between lips of cherry-red hue, mildly revealing
sparkling rows of white teeth; may that face of Thine always shine before me (illumine
me).

Dasakam: 100 -- Shlokam: 05

May Thee sprinkle (impregnate, soak) the passages of my ears with the nectarine and
refreshingly cooling melodies, (that are Brahman itself, in the form of sound) issuing
forth from Thy flute placed at the tip of Thy lotus-like mouth and held in Thy two hands
adorned with jewelled bracelets and coral-red tender palms, and which (the flute) has
acquired variegated hues through contact with Thy fingers and the radiation emanating
from Thy nails.

Dasakam: 100 -- Shlokam: 06

| meditate upon Thy handsome neck coloured purple by the radiating lustre of Thy
Kaustubha jewel; on Thy chest beautified by the Srivatsa sign and adorned with
clusters of dazzling pearl necklaces dangling around, garlands of forest flowers and
tender sprouts and bunches of multicoloured blossoms, with bees hovering around
them; and, also, the necklaces of precious stones spread over Thy chest.

Dasakam: 100 -- Shlokam: 07

We meditate upon Thee, who charms and captivates the entire world by the
marvellous, spreading fragrances emanating from the five-membered unguents
smeared over Thy body; who has a creeper-like slender waist in which innumerable
worlds lie merged; who is attired in a yellow silk garment looking like dazzling molten
gold overlaid on a rock of sapphire (the colour of the Lord's body); and who art
encompassed by a jewelled girdle with tiny tinkling bells emitting brilliant rays.
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Dasakam: 100 -- Shlokam: 08

| meditate upon Thy two well-proportioned resplendent thighs which steal the heart of
Devi Lakshmi, and which are always attired in yellow silk garment, as though fearing
their potential for causing universal agitation to the onlookers if exposed to view; on
Thy pair of knees resembling two caskets containing a collection of all objects desired
by Thy devotees who prostrate before Thee; and on Thy two fleshy, well-tapered,
comely shanks (forelegs).

Dasakam: 100 -- Shlokam: 09

| meditate upon Thy anklets which seem to proclaim, in sweet tones, the overriding
superiority of worshipping Thy feet; upon the upper part of Thy feet, shaped like the
tortoise which raises the minds of the devotees sinking in the sea of illusion, similar to
the raising of the Mandara mountain by Thy tortoise incarnation; and also on the
auspicious row of Thy toes and the upraised, purple-tinted crescent-shaped nails, the
lunar radiance emanating from which dispels the darkness of sorrow in the minds of
Thy devotees.

Dasakam: 100 -- Shlokam: 10

May the soles of Thy feet which, to the noble Sages, are the sweetest and most
beloved among Thy limbs; which constitute the abode of the liberated; and which
resemble the tender sprout of the wish-fulfilling, celestial tree that showers on Thy
devotees all that they desire, be forever remain firmly embedded in my heart. O
Krishna, Ocean of Mercy, Lord of Guruvayur and Master of the World ! May these feet
of Thine, dispelling all my woes, confer on me the flood of prosperity and Supreme
Bliss Absolute.

Dasakam: 100 -- Shlokam: 11

O Lord of the Universe ! Deign to forgive me for any unknowing, unintended lapses on
my part, due to my ignorance of Thy greatness, in this hymn of over 1000 verses,
which, | pray, may bestow Thy Grace on one and all. Its titte Narayaneeyam, signifies
its twin aspects, which are that its subject matter is Narayana and its composer also
bears the name, Narayana. May this composition which narrates Thy incarnations and
sportive exploits which are extolled in the Scriptures as being eminently praiseworthy,
confer long life, sound health and happiness on one and all in this world.

This compilation of gist of Narayaneeyam shlokams prepared by Lalitha and
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