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rsafafdasaror — Nouns and Pronouns in Sanskrit

In sanskrit,

barring some exceptions, all words with the same gender and ending

syllable have identical forms. Hence if you want to know the forms

of any word all you have to do is to locate its paradigm in this document, meaning
a word with the same gender and the same ending syllable.

Having said this, we should remember that we have supplied only the main
paradigms here. There are exceptions and special words that may have to be
learnt from advanced books. There are also tricky issues about what the ending
syllable is, which may also require further learning.

There is information about a project to /generate these paradigms automatically. Check
at the end of this document.

What are forms? In Sanskrit, the exact form in which any word

appears in a sentence is governed by the role the word plays in it. This
role is called a vibhakti. An explanation of vibhakti-s and their meanings
is provided in the following table.

Explanation of the different vibhaktis :

vibhaktiH = Sanskrit case name  Case name Meaning (usual)
TYHT prathamA Nominative performer/subject
fearar dvitlyA Accusative object
QT'FF‘JT tR7itlyA Instrumental instrument
?I"g?ff chaturthl Dative for whom the action is performed
9| T pa.nchaml Ablative from where the action is performed
YT shhashhThl Possesive denotes possesion
qeHT saptaml Locative location of the action, in, on, at, among
W‘ﬂ_-ﬂ:[ sambodhanam Vocative used to address someone

0 O Uk W N

The following table gives a list of the combinations of different syllabic
endings and genders(masculine : m, feminine : f, neuter : n) that exist
in sanskrit.
Word ending possible
genders
A m, n
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AT f

T m,f,n
gf

3 m,f n
& f
A1 m
g1 m,n
F m,fn
AL m, f,n

There are special considerations in identifying endings.

For example the word bhavat.h and the word marut.h both seem to end in

a t.h and are masculine. But technically, bhavat.h ends in at.h and is

formed from the root bhuu. This causes it to behave differently from marut.h.
In some cases, words take on a differnt set of rules depending on the intended
meaning and usage. For instance, vAri and shuchi both end in i and are neuter,
but the latter is an adjective and takes optional forms in the dative, ablative
and genetive which are derived as if it is masculine. Such exceptions

shall be noted at the appropriate places in this document.

The point of this discussion is to warn the reader not to distrust a strange
looking declension of a word immediately, most probably there is a rule for it!
We also wish to point out that this is only a primer, not an exhaustive treatise!

What follows is a list of paradigms.

Every paradigm is tabulated as an 8x3 table. The eight rows correspond to the
eight vibhaktis mentioned in the table at the beginning of this document. The three
coloumns correspond to singular, dual and plural forms.

First a brief idea of how the declensions are formed. The suffixes for the eight
vibhaktis are defined as follows:

Masc. Fem.  singular dual plural
Nom., Voc. & 3T TH
Acc.  HH ;T HY

Inst. AT ¥HEHMH ﬁ-ﬂ{

Dat. T YWMH ¥WH

Abl. HY HH HEHH

Gen. H ATH AT

Loc. g @ﬁ'ﬂ: q

Neu. singular dual plural
Nom., Acc. H T T
Voc. - T

Rest as above

Given a word, these suffixes are joined to it, after some prescribed transformations
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to the word itself and then further rules of transformations and sandhi do their job.
Since it is impractical to do all this processing to get each single word, it is
customary to memorize paradigms, which is what we present next.

weafaufeauegar:  Paradigms of Nouns

Masculine words ending in “a” : deva(god), sUrya(sun), dIpaka(lamp) ...

T TEr oEEm:

G I CIT

9T @I &9
AT @NITH T
Q@I ENITH T
EET g9aT: g9TATH
ECER-CoIR-C Ay

Tq TEr 4T

The + to 9T change : If s occurs after any one of
T, Y, &, & in one word and only vowels, anusvAra, guttarals ( mﬁ) or

X

palatals ( T9T) intervene

then the T changes to 9T provided it is immediately followed

by one of the vowels or one of I, d or anusvAra. Thus if T is replaced by ¥TH |, then we get TTHT
however, YTHT is just like é?l'l_{ . The requirement of being

in one word is strict and preverbs can cause this rule to be not invoked, since they

are technically in a different word. It is impossible to cover all the fine issues here

and the reader needs to study it further.

The other change for “rAma( ¥TH)” is that the genetive plural is
rAmANAm( TTHTUMTH) since the above rule applies.

Neuter words ending in “a” : vana(forest), jala(water), gR"iha(house)...
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AT FEARATH T
AT FANATH, a0
TS FAA: AT
EENCERIFCE L]
T T FATT

It is worth noting that the only difference in the above two paradigms is in nom/acc/voc
cases. Also, note that there are no feminine words ending in “a”. The word &TX
dAra meaning a woman is actually masculine and only in plural and it also has a feminine

form as @4l dArA.

Feminine words ending in “A” : mAIA (garland), kavitA (poem), kathA (story).

AT AT "TST:

HlIMIH HIM  HI™l:

HIHET Hi[TH HIMIF‘TZ
AT ATERATH, ATERT:
HATOTHT:  HITRITH. ATOTHI
HIATYT: HIUT:  HIHTHTH
HIATHETH  HIOHT: HIY
Hlr HIm  HIol:

There are no neuter words with ending “A” and there are few masculine ones. We
list one sample below. Be aware of the n.h to N.h transformation so that the form of
YHT ramA in gen. plural is THTUTH ramANAm.

Also, three special words 3T ambA, 3Adhl akkA and AT allA have
voc. singular form as 3¥ amba, 3 dh akka and Hewd alla.

Masculine words ending in “A” : gopA(cowboy), vishvapA (protector of universe) ...
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TETATH, AT
;o TTETH ITNTA
mT: I T
mfe T Ty
TAT: TEC T

733}
1

Masculine words ending in : kavi(poet), ravi(sun) ...

FIT FOIH ST
FA: REOITH HEA:
FO: AT FAMAT
FAT  FAT:  FAY

T HdT HAT:

As above, note the n.h to N.h change if T replaces HIT in ins. singular
and pos. plural. We will not repeat observation about this change further.

The masculine word T sakhi meaning friend is very irregular and behaves

differently when appearing at the end of certain compounds. Also, gfa pati meaning hus-
band is irregular as well, but behaves normally when it appears at

the end of compounds!

733
1

Feminine words ending in : mati(intelligence), shruti (hearing) ...
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qafq:  #dqr "@a9:

gfae #7dar  Har:

qGT  Af@ETH \fahT
qer / qqa "foarE "faar:
q9T: / Ja: "@faem "@fe
qogT: / A "™ HAETH
g /AAr gqedr: "iay
qa Adr HAA:

Neuter words ending in “i” : vAri (water) ...

aifc  arfyer grefr
arfc  arfyeir  ardfr
o arfodm T
Fifver  artoEm artoa:
arfvor:  arfoamy a o
grfeer:  grfeerr: e
grfefor  arfeom:  arey
e/ arte gt T

As mentioned above, the word 3] < shuchi, when used as a neuter adjective meaning
pure can take on optional forms in addition to the paradigm above. These are:

'i'ﬁ'a' shuchaye in dat. singular, @: shucheH in abl./gen. singular and
)| =qT: shuchyoH in gen./loc. dual.

Masculine words ending in “I” : sudhl (intelligent) ...

e ghagar  giaa
gfuyaq  ghuar ghn
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giear  ginam g
g gdnam g
gium:  ginam g
ghu:  ghaam: giaam
ghufs  gfuan: g4y
Tqd: ghyar gy

Feminine words ending in “I” : nadl (river) ...

~ N
ECTIE 1

LaN ) LaN
T AEr AErn

[N ~r~

T AERET eI
T TEREE AEhRE
9T FEREE AR
9T J9rn: FEE
TUTH AT AR

e T9r T

The word 27T shrl meaning the goddess of wealth has nom. singular as T
but is otherwise just as above. The list of such exceptional words is:

FET T T FudT 7 AT 8

Masculine words ending in u : bhAnu(sun), pashu(animal), taru(tree), hetu(cause)

HT: HTT

- (SN

SIEC)
IR 9T |

ASN
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WTAT  WTRET, ST
VTS TRt 9T
VT WTRAT, 9T
HTAT: HTdT: HI*;I\"IIH\
CIETECIEC TR IE k)
TAT 9T |1

Feminine words ending in u : dhenu (cow), rajju (rope), tanu (body).....

EEEEF
gTH S 9
g7 T S

e/ 99T 9T S
T /AT O O
gqT: / 949 g 9
g / ¥E T ¥=|r: 9qy

S oAy A

Neuter words ending in u, ambu (water), madhu (honey), vastu (thing).......

AT AT S

AT NI A
I TR, A
ARG AFITH 3
I AN IEATH
FT AT Y

T A ST wT
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Adjectives ending in u and belonging to neuter gender take on additional optional forms
as follows:

The adjective guru meaning heavy optionally takes, IT | gurave in dat. singular,

: guroH in abl. and gen. singular, IQIEii ¢ in gen. and loc. dual and
]I I gurau in loc. singular. Note that these are similar to the masculine version!

Masculine words ending in U , svayaMbhU (self-born)

| |EAr S
EFHEH | Ar |aa:
EOAT AT wei{ﬁr:
W‘q‘q—q' qu‘wm wmm::

O FIAr |

There is another variant of this class, the word khalapU
(purifier of the evil) which
is similar except in the following cases:

nom./acc./voc. dual q&HAET nom./acc./voc. plural H T

ins. singular @& ST , dat. singular CIT A=) , abl./gen. singular

G | gen. loc. dual T and loc. singular

In short,

the vowel U gets dropped in the khalapU forms, where it shortens to u in the svayaMbhU
forms!

Feminine words ending in U , vadhU (bride), chamU (army).......
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T FeaT TeT:

TAT THAT TIOT:
TH TLHATH T
TAT: THAH T
TAT: TEAT: TIATH
T TAT: gy

A\

-l

There is a variant of these too. The word bhU (earth) has similar properties, namely,
its U shortens to u instead of dropping. It also has additional optional forms. So,
we list it completely.

o
!
3

vaq qdr qa
SCHVAR I (L R R
VAT: /T T
VAT M AT AT AT
VAT Mfe a9y

o
!

Ha:

o

There are no neuter words with the ending U.

Masculine words ending in “R"i” : pitR"i (father)
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Note that the vocative singular is actually pitar and this can be important in sandhi forms.

The word nR"i (man) has an optional gen. plural JUITH, TTl'IT[ , otherwise,
it behaves just as above.

Actually, the above word is typical of words expressing relations. Usual words
ending in R"i are declined differently, in nom./acc./voc. We give one sample netR"i (leader):

AT J9Ter A9

SEIRC G IS LY
T QAT A
Tq: ATATH AT
eI R R T |

ECHIE CIE B [ R

Feminine words ending in “R"i” : mAtR"i (mother)

These behave like pitR"i except for the acc. plural. Thus it is
HTq: and not HTIT .

R
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Neuter words ending in “R"i” are similar to netR"i except there are optional forms
and some changes. We give a sample kartR"i (doer):

G FGOT O
G FGUT O

FAT /AT FQATH FO
FF /AT BRI FA s
FA: /HQU: KA HG
FA: /AU AT /RGO HGITH

FATT /FGOT AT /FGOT: FAY

<

There are words ending in other vowels, but they are rare and exceptional. Some special
ones to look up are rai m.f. (wealth), go m.f. (bull, cow), dyo f. (sky), nau f. (boat)
etc.

The nouns ending in consonants behave much more regularly. The rules are basically the
sandhi rules in action.

Masculine words ending in “t.h” : marut.h (wind), bhUbhR"it.h (king),

HE&q HEAr HEd:
qEqH HqEAr HEA:
HEAT HESATH HEhS:
qe&d HAESITH HEST
oEd: HESATH HEST:
qEa: HEdl:  HEATH

R
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qefq "EAr: "Eq
gEq "@EAr HEA:

Feminine words ending in “t.h” : vidyut.h(lightning), sarit.h (river)...

All forms are similar to those of marut.h

Neuter words ending in  “t.h” : jagat.h (world), bhAsvat.h(shining)..

The forms for nom./acc./voc. are:

N e~
Sid siidl Shilld

All other forms are similar to marut.h.

Masculine words ending in “n.h” : rAjan.h (king)

AT AT AT
TTATAH, TSI T
AT TITH TSI
T TSITH TSR
T TONETH TN
T TS O

T /Tt T ey
AT AT ST

3
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Variant form of masculine words ending in “n.h” : Atman (soul)

HATHAT  ATHAT  HATHT:

HATHTTH, ATHTAT  ATHT:
ATHAT  ATANITH ATCHI:
HATHT  ATSITH AT
ATHA:  ATCNATT AT
HATHT:  HATHAT:  HTHATH
ATHIT  ATHAT:  ATHG

HATH  ATHTAT  SATHTT:

Similar words are brahman.h (creator) , yajvan.h (sacrificer) etc. There are other
exceptional forms too, one being the triad shvan.h (dog), yuvan.h (youth) and maghavan.h
(the king of the gods). These need to be learnt separately.

Feminine words ending in “n.h” : slman.h (border)

Neuter words ending in “n.h” : nAman (name)

9%
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A ATEAT /ATEAT AT

AT qTAT /ATEET FTET
AT AT A0

AT AT AT

AT ATETH AT

AT AT AT

AT /At JmEn qEyg
AT /AT AT AT AT

There are variants in this class too. We give a sample charman.h (skin)

I FHUT S|

IH  FHUT  FHEir
THUT T TH L
THU FEEE T
THU: ST T
JHU: qHUT:  FHUTH,
IHfr FJET: JHY
IHT /I FHOT S|

Masuline (or feminine) words ending with s.h , chandramas.h (moon), sumanas.h(good minded
person), purodhas.h(priest)............

TET: THEr IeHE:
T TRHEl TR
THHAT TRANITH  TegH I
THHY  THARI TwH N
THHE: TRANITH TwaNT:
TEHEE: THHEr: TR Hd

M
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IO TIHE: TR
I TSHET TSAE:

Neuter words ending in s.h, payas.h( milk), manas.h (mind), tapas.h...

Only the nom./acc./voc. forms are different and they are:

97 I¥9Er 9g9ie

Masculine (or feminine) words ending “ch.h” : vAch.h (speech), tvach.h (skin, bark),
ruch.h (lustre).....

F& ar=r A
q=y grEr ar:
JET I qiiag:
F T g
AT AT AT
I grEr: o aran
it ar=r: ane
I ar=r AT

Words ending in chh.h are declined similarly.

Masculine words ending in “in.h” : shashin.h (moon), medhAvin.h(intellegent) etc.

Note that these must be distinguished from the n.h ends using the meaning of the word.

&
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IET WA Wi

Ffa wfEEr e
sfaeT whEname wfarh:
sfar s wfana
s st st
e ;= o
sfarf afa=m: wfEry
B G UE IR E

The feminine forms of words ending in in.h get a new ending I instead and hence
behave like nadl.

Neuter words ending in “in.h” : manohArin.h (adjective, beautiful),
tejasvin.h (brilliant) etc.

These differ from the masculine version in nom./acc./voc. by the following
changed forms:

FTETR ErETROT AT

Pronoun “tad.h” : (He, She, That)

Masculine forms (He) :

asd dgr: d¥NTH

99
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~

There is no vocative case for the pronouns.

Feminine Forms (She)

asqr:  dgr: drerH,
TR T4 g

Neuter forms (That) have only the nom./acc. cases different from the masculine
form and each of these is:

aq o arfte

Pronoun “etad.h” (this)

Masculine Forms :

:oudr ud
UAH /UAH TAr /UAT G /T

¢
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Uae /U4 Taname Ot
Tae, UARATH  Toha:
UqEATq TanamH T
Uqed Uqdr: /U9r: gaue
Ui Uadr: /TEdr: udy

The alternate forms of the pronouns are said to be enclitic, meaning they need to
lean against other words. Thus, they cannot occur at the start of a sentence. This
remark holds for other pronouns too.

Feminine forms :

ERUBES RIS

WA /GA OF /T OAT: /O
UEAT /USAT TanaTH UaTt:
ey Tandm  Tana:

UaEdT: TanITH  Uana:
TaedT: UqET: /UET:  UaTEr

UAEAT TEAr: [UAEr: O

Neuter forms:

Taq Ud OarT
UAd /UAQ U /U UET /T

The rest of the form are identical to those of the masculine pronoun etad.h

R
From http://sanskritdocuments.org



Pronoun asmad.h(I)

SRH ATAH IIH

AT AT ATEH /AT AT /T

qO7T ATEARAT AN

HEH /A ATEnETH /AT e /T
HO ATIRATH T8

99 /A ATEET: /AT TR /T
qfg wrEET: =g

asmad.h has identical forms in all the three genders

Pronoun yushmad.h (You)

&N gaH gIH

@ /AT g9H /aH T /T
AT FARITH TSI

TAR /T FANAT /A TTH, /T
Q. FANATH TSH

a9 /o gagrn: /AT TR /T
st gagar: g

yushhmad.h also has identical forms in all the three genders.

Pronoun bhavat.h (You)
Masculine form bhavAn.h

Qo
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qaT Wa=dr 9aed:
=" Wa=dr vad:
Wadr WaEdTH vars:
g aEgTH VEET
ad: JaE9TH M
Taq: 9 JEdar
yafq v vaog
g Wa=dr 9aed:

Pronoun bhavat.h (You)
Feminine form bhavatl

Tadr Jaodr Jaed:
Had Waear  adr:
HaT Haangm Hading:
e Waana - adnag:
HacAT: HadnRITH dadna:
HaET: HE: EdE
eI R R IR |

vafqa vEsdr vaoT:
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